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The Preface. 
hi E 27 ect of the enſuing 


Diſcourſes is Y that ineſli 
mable Excellency and Importance, 
that it deſerves our deepeſt refletti- 
ons, and care to conſrder and apply 
it : 'T is the great Myltery of God- 
lineſs, the» «deſign of eternal Wiſ- 
dom, the chiefeit of all God's 
Works, that contains the glorious 
Wonders of his Mercy and Power, 
wherein be renders himſelf mosk 
worthy of our ſupreme Venerati- 
on and Afﬀection. Our most rai- 
ſed T houghts are infinitely beneatb 
its Dientty. Though the Light 
of the Goſpel hath clearly reveal d 
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The Preface. 
ſo much of it as is requiſite to be - 
known in our earthly ſtate, yet the 

ublimer Parts are ſtill ſecret, and 
reſeru'd for a full diſcovery by the 
brightneſs of our Saviour's Appea- 
rance. Now if the Excellency of 
things excites our Spirits to be at- 
tentive in ſearching into their Na- 
ture, this Divine Obje# ſhould a- 
waken all our Powers, and arrei} 
our Minds, in the ſerious ſteady 
contemplation of it, being alone ca- 
pable to ſatisfy their Immortal Ap- 
petite. 
T he Importance of it is corre- 
ſpondent to its Excellency © for 'tis 
uo leſs thanthe recovery of us from 
extream and eternal Miſery, and 
the reſtoring of us to the enjoyment 
of the bleſſed God, a Felicity with- 


out 


The Preface. 


out compariſon or end. If we have 
any regard to Salvation, (and who 
would be ſo unhappy as to neglett 
it for unconcerning frivolous Vam- 
ties? _) it will be delightful to know 
the means by which we may obtain 
it ; and to employ the flying mo- 
ments of our ſhort time in thoſe 
things that are profitable for our 
Laff End, that we may not loſe T em- 
poral and Eternal Life together. 

 Manyof the Ancient and Mo- 
adern Divines have written of this 
noble Argument,from whom I have 
received benefit in the following 
Compoſure : But none, as I know, 
bath conſidered all the Parts toge- 
ther, and preſented them in one 
view. There ſlill remains a rich 
abundance for the perpetual Exer- 
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'T he Preface. 
ciſe of our Spirits. The Eternal 
Word alone was able to perfect 
all things by once ſpeaking. Hu- 
mane Words are but an Echo that 
anſwers the Voice of God, and 
cannot fully expreſs its Power , 
zor paſs ſo immediately through the 
ſenſe to the Heart, but they musf 
be repeated. May theſe Diſcourſes 
be effeual to inflame us with the 
moſt ardent Love to our Saviour, 
who ranſom'd us with the unvalu- 
able Price of his own Blood, and 
to perſwade us to live for Heaven, 
the Purchaſe of that Sacred T rea- 


ſure, T ſhall for ever acknowledg 
the Divine Grace, and obtain my 


utmoi} Aim. 
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CH 4 Fc + 
The Introduition. A ſport View of May's pri- 


mitive State. His Conformity to God, na- 
tural, moral, and in Happineſs and Domini- 
on over the Creatures. The moral Reſem- 
blance, as it refers toall the Faculties. The 
Happineſs of Man with reſpett to his ſenſitive 
and ſpiritual Nature. Of all ſublunary Crea- 
tures he is oaly capable of a Law. What the 
Law of Nature contains. God entred into a 
Covenant. with Man. The Reaſons of that 
Diſpenſation. The 'Terms of the Covenant 
were becoming God and Man. The ſpecial 
Clauſe in the Covenant concerning the Tree 
of Kyowleds of Good and Evil. The Rea» 
ſons of the Prohibition. 


H E Felicity which the Lord Jeſus procu- 
red for Believers, includes a perfcCt Free- 
dom from Sin, and all afflictive Evils, the 
juſt Conſequents of -it : and the Fruitior 


of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy, wherein the King- 
dom of God contitts. In this the Evangelical Co- 
yenant excels the natural ; the Law ſuppoſes Man 
upright, and the Happineſs it promiſes to exact O- 
bedience, is called Life z it rewards Innocence with 
Immortality : But the Blelledneſs of the Goſpel is 


ſtil'd Salyation,which ſignifies the reſcuing of lapſed 
B Man 


2 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, - 


Man from a State of Miſery, and the inveſting of him 
with unperiſhing Glory. | 

In order to the Diſcovery of the Excellency of 
this Benefit, and the endearing Obligations laid'on 
us by our Redecmer, 'tis neceſlary to take a view of 
that dreadful and deſperate Calamity which ſeiz?d. 
upon Mankind : The Wretchedneſs of our Capti- 
vity illuſtrates the Glory of our Redemption. And 
ſince the Miſery of Man was not the original Condi- 
tion of his Nature, but the effect of his guilty Ghoice, 
Xis requiſite to make ſome RefleCtion upon his firſt 
State, as he came out of the pure Hands of Gad ; 
that comparing our preſent Miſery with our loſt 
Happineſs, we may revive in our Breaſts the AﬀeCti- 
ons of Sorrow, Shame and Indignation agaiuſt our 
ſelves; and conſidering that the Heavenly Adam 
hath purchafed for us a Title to abetter Inheritance 
than was forfeited by the Earthly One, we may with 
the more affeftionate Gratitude extol the Fayour 
and Power of our Redeemer. 

God who is the living Fountain of all PerfeCtions, 
ſpent an intire Eternity in the Contemplation'of his 
own Excelfencies, before any Creature was made. 
In the moment appointed by his Wiſdom, he gave 
the f:ri# Being to the World. Three diſtinCt Orders: 
of Natures he form*d, the one purely Spiriual, the 
other purely Material, and between both one Mxt, 
which unites the Extremes in it ſelf. This is Afar, 
the Abridgment of the Univerſe, ally*d to the An- 
gels in his Soul, and to zateria! things in his Body,, 
and capable of the Happineſs of both ; by his nter- 
al Faculties enjoying the Felzcity of the Intelleftnal, 
and by his external taſting the Pleaſures of the Serſs- 
tive World. Man's greateſt Excellency was a per- 
te& Conformity tothe Divine Pattern. God created 
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in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 5 
Man m his own Likeneſs, in the Image of God created 
he him. - This includes, 

Firft, The natural Similitude of God in the Sub- 
ſtance of the Soul, as it is an intellsgent, free, ſpirit4- 
al and Immortal Being. This is 2!"gned to be the 
Reaſon of the Law, that Whoſo ſhees Mans Blood, by 
Man ſball bis Blood be op for in the Tmage of God 
made he Man. Gen. 9. 6 

Secondly, A moral Reſemblance in its Qualities and 
PerfeCtions. 

Thirdly, That Happineſs and Dignity of Man's 

State, which was the Conſequent and ncceſſion to his 
Holineſs. - The natural Refemblance I ſhall not in- 
fiſt on. For the diſtinct 1Iiluſtr:tion of the other: 
wy. muſt conſider God in a threefold reſpect : _ | 
| 1. In reſpect of his abſolute Hol; bale, unſporred Pu- 
ox: infinste Goodneſs, incorryptible Juitice, and 
whatever we conceive undet the notion of moral 
Perfettions. 

. 2, With reſpect to his compleat Bleſledneſs, ( the 
reſult of his infinite Fxcellencies ;)) as he is perfectly 

exempt from all Evils which might allay and lellen 

his Felicity, and enjoys thoſe Pleaſures which ars 
worthy of his pure Nature and glorious State. ,_ 

_ 3- Inregard of his ſupreme Dominion, which ex- 

tends it ſelf to all things in Heaven and Earth. Now 

in the Participation of theſe the Image-of God did 

principally conſiſt. The Holineſs of Man was. the 

Copy of the Divine Purity, his Happineſs a Repr C- 

ſentation of the Divine Felicity z and his Don: inion 

grer the lower World the Reſemblance of God's 
Soveraignty. 
I Toa take a nnd Sarye © of thera. 
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the Sanctification of corrupt Man, which ' he ſets 
forth, by the renewing of him in Knowledg, Rightevnſ- 
neſs and Holineſs, after the Image of the Creator. The 
Renovation of things is the reſtoring of themto their 
Primitive State, and is more or ſfels perfect, by its 
proportion to, or diſtance from the Uriginal. Holi- 
neſs, and Rightcouſneſs are the comprehenſive 51m 
of the oral Law, which not only repreſents the 
Will but the Nature of God in his Snpretne Excel]- 
lency, and in conformity to it the Divine Likenefs 
eminently appeared. Adam was created with the 
Perfection of Grace : The Progrels of the molt ex- 
cellent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his Beginning : 
By this we may in part conjectnre at the Beauty of 
Holineſs in him, of which one faint Ray appearing 
in renewed Perſons is ſo amiable. This Primitive 
Beauty is expreſt in Scripture by Re&itude : God 
made Man upright. There was an univerſal entire 
KRettitude in his Faculties, diſpoſing them for their 
proper Operations. This will more fylly appear by 
conlidering the diſtin Powers of the Sol, '1n their 
regular Conſtitutions: 

1. The Underſtanding was inrich'd with Know- 
ledg. Nature was unveiled to Adam, he entred into 
its Sanfluary, and diſcover*d its -yſteriows Operati- 
ons. When the Creatures came to pay their Homage 
to him, whatſoever he called them, that was the Name 
rheresf,Gen.2.19. And their Names expreſt their Na- 
tures. His Knowledg reach'd through the whole Com- 
p2 of the Creation, from the Sur the glorious Veſlel 
of Light, to the Glowormthar ſhines in the Hedg. And 
this Knowledg was not acquir'd by Study, *twasnot 
the Fruit of anxious In:quiry, but as the [Ez- 
2ation of the Air is in. an inſtant by the Light of thg- 
Morning, fo his Underſtanding was enlightned by a 
pure Beam from the Father of Lights. Be- 
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Beſides, he had ſuch a knowled;; of the Deity, as 
was ſufficient for his Duty and Felicity. His Mind 
did not ſtick in the material Part of things, but aſcen- 
ded by the ſeyeral Ranks of Berngs to the univei ſal 
Cauſe. He diſcover'd the Glory of the Divine E/- 
ſence and Artrebutes by their wonderful Ef ctts, 

1. Almighty Power. When he firlt open'd his 
Eyes, the.ſtupendous Fabrick, of Heaven and Earth 
preſented it ſelf to his view, and in it the moſt ex- 
preſs and clear Charatters of that glorious Power 
which produced it. For what could overcome the 
infinite diſtance between not being and being, bur 
infinite Power ? As there is no proportion between 
not being and being, ſo the Cauſe wliich unites thoſe 
Terms, muſt be without Limirs. Now the Divine 
Word alone (which calls the things that are not, as 
sf they were ) cauſed the World to rif: from the Abys 
of empty nothing. At God's Command the Heavens 
and all their Hot were creatcd, And this led him to 
conſider the Immenlity of the Divine Elſence ; for 
infinite Power 1s incompatible with a finite Ellence, 
and by the conſideration of the /mmenſuty he might 
aſcend to the Erernity of God. To be eternal with- 
out beginning, and inlinite without bounds, infer 
one another, and neccſlarily exiſt in the ſame Subject. 
For *tis impoſlible that any thing which is form'd by 
another, and hath a Beginning, ſhould not be limi- 
ted in its Nature by the cauſe that produced it. 
Therefore the Apoſtle declares, (Rom. 1. 20.) that 
the Eternal Power of Gad is ſet forthin the Creation of 
the World ; joyning with the Diſcovery of his Pow- 
er, that of his Eternity. 

2+ Admirable Wiſdom appear*d to Man in the 

Creation. For by conſidering the Variety and Uni- 
on, the Order and Efficacy, the Beauty and Stability 
B 3 
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of the World, he clearly diſcerned that Wiſdom 
which ſo regularly difpoſed all. *Tis thus that 
W:ſdem {peaks, Prov. 8. 27,28, 29. When he prepa- 
red the Heavens, T was there: When he ſet a Compaſs 
upon the Face of the Depth : When he eſtabliſhed the 
Clouds above : When he ſtrengthened the Fountains of 
the Deep : When be gave the Sea his Decree, that the 
Waters ſhould not paſs his Commandments :' When he 
appoirted the Foundations of the Earth ,” I was with 
bir, contriving all in the beſt manner for Ornament 
and Uſe. The knowledg of this filPd his Soul with 
Wonder and Dclight. The Pſalmiſt breaks forth 
with Aſtoniil;ment, as one in the midſt of innume- | 
rable V.iracles, P/al. 104.24. O Lord, how manifold Þ 
are thy Works ! in Wiſdom ha$t thou made them all. ' 
And if he diſcovered ſuch wonderful and Divine 
Wiſdom in ik: Works of God, when the Vigour 
of the humane Underſtanding was ſo much impair'd 
by the Fall ; how much more did Adam, who per= 
feftly underi.vod Univerſal Natxre, the Offices of its 
Parte, the #/:rmony of the whole, and all the juſt 
Laws of Union, by which God hath joined together _ 
{uch a multitnde of bcizgs ſo diſtant and diſagreeing, , 
and how the Publick Peace is preſerved by their Pri= * 
vate Enmity ? This Diſcovery cauſed him to ac. © 
knowledg, that Great 2s the Lord, and of great Pow ' 

gr: his Underitanding 5 infinite, | 
* 3. Infinite Goodneſs ſhin'd forth in the Creation. 
This is the leading Attribute, that call'd forth the 
relt to work. As there was no matter, ſo no Mo- | 
rive to induce God to make the World, but what © 
arole from his Goodneſs: For he is an AZ-ſufficiens \ 
Being, perfectly bleſſed'in himſelf. His Majeſty is | 
£10t encreaſed by the Adoration of Angels, nor his | 
Greatacls Dy the Obedience of Nature; acither 
| —_ | was 
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was he leſs happy, or content, in that Eternal Du- 
ration before the Exiſtence of any Creature, than he 
4s fince. His Original Felicity 1s equally incapable 
of Acceſſion, as of Diminution. ?Tis evident there- 
fore, that only free and unexcited Goodneſs moved 
him to create all things, that he might impart Being 
and Happineſs to the Creature, not inrich his own. 
And as by contemplating the other Works of God, 
ſo eſpecially by reflecting upon himſelf : Adam had a 
clear Sight of the Divine Attribates which concurr d 
in his Creation. Whether he conſidered his loweſt 
Part, the Body, 'twas form'd of the Earth, the moſt 
artificial and beautiful piece of the vifb/e Werld (4). 
The Contrivance of its Parts was with that Propor- 
tion and Exattneſs, as moſt conduc'd to Comclineſs 
and Service. It's Stature was erect and raiſed, be- 
coming the Lord of the Creatures, and an Obſerver 
of the Heavens. A Divine Beauty and Majeſty was 
ſhed upon it. And this was no vaniſhing Ray, ſoon 
ecclipſs'd by a Diſeaſe, and extinguiſh'd by Death, 
but ſhin'd in the Countenance without any Decli- 
nation. The Tongue was Man's peculiar Glory, be- 
ing the Interpreter of the Mind, and capable to ſig- 
nify all the Afﬀections of the Soul. In ſhort, the 
Body was fo framed, as to make a viſible Diſcovery 
of the Prerogatives of his Creation. And when he 
reflefted upon his Soul that animated his Duſt, its 
excellent Endowments wherein 'tis comparable to 
the Angels, its Capacity of enjoying God himſelf 
for ever, he had an internal and molt clear Teſti- 
mony of the glorious PerteCtions of his Crcator. 
B 4. For 
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the Sanctification of corrupt Man, which he ſets 
forth, by the renewing of him in Knowledg, Rightevnſ- 
neſs and Holineſs, after the Image of the Creator. The 
Renovation of things is the reſtoring of themto their 
Primitive State, and is more or feſs perfect, by its 
proportion to, or diſtance from the Uriginu. Holi- 
neſs, and Rightcouſneſs are the comprehenſive 5m: 
of the Moral Law, which not only repreſents the 
Will but the Nature of God in his Snpretne Excel- 
lency, and in conformity to it the Divine Likenefs 
eminently appeared. Adam was created with the 
Perfection of Grace : The Proprels of the molt ex- 
cellent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his Beginning : 
By this we may in part conjectnre at the Beauty of 
Holineſs in him, of which one faint Ray appearing 
in renewed Perſons is ſo amiable. This Primitive 


Beauty is expreſt in Scripture by Re&itude : God | 
made Man upright. There was an univerſal entire | 
Rettitude in his Faculties, diſpoſing them for their | 


proper Operations. This will more fplly appear by 


conlidering the diſtin Powers of the Sol, 1n their | 


regular Conſtitutions. 
1. The Underſtanding was inrich'd with Know- 


ledg. Nature was unveiled to Adam, he entred into | 


its SanfAuary, and diſcover'd its myſteriows Operati- 
ons. When the Creatures came to pay their Homage 
to him, whatſoever be called them, that was the Name 
rhereef,Gen.2.19. And their Names expreſt their Na- 
tures. His Knowledg reach'd through the whole Com- 
pa of the Creation, from the Sur the glorious Veſlel 


of Light, to the Glowormthat ſhines in the Hedg. And þ 


this Knowledg was not acquir'd by Study, *twasnot 
the Fruit of anxious Iniquiry, but as the [l9s- 


2ation of the Air is in. an inſtant by the Light of the- 


Morning, fo his Underſtanding was enlightned bya 
pure Beam from the Father of Lights. Be- 
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Beſides, he had ſuch a knowledz of the Deity, as 
was ſufticient for his Duty and Felicity. His Mind 
did not ſtick in the material Part of things, but aſcen- 
ded by the ſeveral Ranks of Beengs to the univei ſal 
Cauſe. He diſcover'd the Glory of the Divine E/- 
ſence and Attributes by their wonderful Effects. 

1. Almighty Power. When he firlt open'd his 
Eyes, the.ſtupendous Fabrick, of Heaven and Earth 
preſented it ſelf to his view, and in it the moſt ex- 
preſs and clear Charatters of that glorious Power 
which produced it. For what could overcome the 
infinite diſtance between not being and being, bur 
infinite Power ?: As there is no proportion between 
not being and being, ſo the Cas/e wliich unites thoſe 
Terms, muſt be without Limits. Now the Divine 


| Word alone (which calls the things that are not, as 


sf they were ) cauſed the World to rif: from the Aby8 
of empty nothing. Ar God's Command the Heavens 


and all their Hoit were creatcd. And this led him to 
conſider the Immenlity of the Divine Eſſence ; for 
infinite Power 1s incompatible with a finite Ellence, 
and by the conſideration of the /mmenſuty he might 


| aſcend to the Eternity of God. To be eternal with- 


out beginning, and infinite without bounds, infer 


{ one another, and nececſlarily exit in the ſame Subjec?. 


For *tis impoſlible that any thing which is form'd by 
another, and hath a Beginning, ſhould not be limi- 
ted in its Nature by the cauſe that produced it. 
Therefore the Apoſtle declares, (Rom. 1. 20.) that 
the Eternal Power of Gad is ſet forthin the Creation of 


! the World ; joyning with the Diſcovery of his Pow- 


er, that of his Eternity. 
2+ Admirable Wiſdom appear*d to Man in the 
Creation. For by conſidering the Variety,and Uni- 


on, the Order and Efficacy, the Beauty an ms 
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of the World, he clearly diſcerned that Wiſdom 
which ſo regularly difpoſed all. *Tis thus' that 
W:/dom ſpeaks, Prov. 8. 27,28, 29. When he prepa- 
red the Heavens, T was there: When he ſet a Compaſs 
upon the Face of the Depth ; When he eſtabliſhed the 
Clouds above : When he ſtrengthened the Fountains of 
the Deep : When be gave the Sea his Decree, that the 
Waters ſhould not paſs his Commandments :* When he 
appointed the Foundations of the Earth, I was with 
bir, contriving all in the beſt manner for Ornament 
and Uſe. The knowledg of this filPd his Soul with 
Wonder and Dclight. The Pfalmiſt breaks forth 
with Aſtoniilment, as one in the midſt of innume- 
rable Viracles, P/al. 104.24. O Lord, how manifold 
are thy Works ! in Wiſdom ha$t thou made them all. 
And if he diſcovered ſuch wonderful and Divine 
Wiſdom in ih2 Works of God, when the Vigour 
of the humane Underſtanding was ſo much impair'd 
by the Fall ; how much more did Adam, who per= 
feftly underi.ood Univerſal Nature, the Offices of its 
Parte, the #zrmony of the whole, and all the juſt 
Laws of Unioz, by which God hath joined together 
{uch a multitude of beings ſo diſtant and diſagreeing, 
and how the Publick Peace is preſerved by their Pr: 
vate Enmity ? This Diſcovery cauſed him to ac. 
knowledg, that Great 25 the Lora, and of great Pow 
er: bus Underitanding 5 infinte, | 

*- 3. Infinite Goodneſs ſhin'd forth in the Creation. 
This is the leading Attribute, that call'd forth the 
reſt to work. As there was no matter, ſo no Mo- 
tive to induce God to make the World, but what 
aroſe from his Goodneſs: For he is an AZ-ſufficienm 
Being, perfectly bleſſed in himſelf. His Majeſty is 
Kot encreaſed by the Adoration of Angels, nor his 
Greatacls Dy the Obedience of Nature; acither 
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was he leſs happy, or content, in that Eternal Du- 
ration before the Exiſtence of any Creature, than he 
is ſince. His Original Felicity 1s equally incapable 
of Acceſſion, as of Diminution. ?Tis evident there- 
fore, thar only free and unexcited Goodneſs moved 
him to create all things, that he might impart Being 
and Happineſs to the Creature, not inrich his own. 
And as by contemplating the other Works of God, 
ſo eſpecially by reflecting upon himſelf : Adam had a 
clear Sight of the Divine Attributes which concurr'd 
in his Creation. Whether he conſidered his loweſt 
Part, the Body, 'twas form®d of the Earth, the moſt 
artificial and beautiful piece of the v:ſb!e Werld (4). 
The Contrivance of its Parts was with that Propor- 
tion and Exattneſs, as moſt conduc'd to Comclineſs 
and Service. It's Stature was erect and raiſed, be- 
coming the Lord of the Creatures, and an Obſerver 
of the Heavens. A Divine Beauty and Majeſty was 
ſhed upon it. And this was no vaniſhing Ray, ſoon 
ecclipſs'd by a Diſeaſe, and extinguiſh'd by Death, 
but ſhin'd in the Countenance without any Decli- 
nation. The Tongue was Man's peculiar Glory, be- 
ing the Interpreter of the Mind, and capable to fig- 
nify all the Aﬀections of the Soul. In ſhort, the 
Body was fo framed, as to make a viſible Diſcovery 
of the Prerogatives of his Creation. And when he 
reflected upon his Soul that animated his Duſt, its 
excellent Endowments wherein 'tis comparable to 
the Angels, its Capacity of enjoying God himſelf 
for ever, he had an internal and moſt clear Teſti- 
mony of the glorious Perfections of his Creator. 
B 4 For 


{«) Difkcile eſt expedire utrim ſpecics an urilitas major it, 
£ att, dz opiy. Hom, | 
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For Man, who alone admires the Works of God, 
is the moſt admirable of all (6), | 


2. The Image of God was reiplendent in Man's ' 


Conſcience, the Seat of practical Knowledg, and 
Treaſury of moral Principles. The direttive Facul- 
ty was ſincere and uncorrupt, not infefted with any 
diſguiſing Tincure : *twas clear from all Prejudi- 
ces, which might render it an incompetent Judg of 
Good and Evil. It inſtructed Man in all the Parts 
of his relative Obligations to God, and the Crea- 
tures. ?Twas not fetter'd and confin'd, fearfully 
reſtraining from what is lawful ; nor licentious and 
indulgent in what isforbidden. Briefly, Conſcience 


in Adam upright, was a ſubordinate God, that gave' 


{.aws, and exacted Obedience to that glorious Be- 
ing who 1s its Superior. 

3. There was a Divine Impreſſion on the Will. 
Spiritual Reaſon kept the Throne, and the inferior 
Faculties obſerved an eaſy and regular Subordination 
to its Dittates, The AﬀeCtions were exerciſed with 


proportion to the Quality of their Objects. Reaſon 


was their inviolable Rule. Love the moſt noble, 
and Maſter-affeftion, which gives Being and Good- 
neſs to all the reſi, even to Hatred it ſelf ; ( for fo 
much we hate an Object, as it hinders our Enjoy- 
ment of the Good we love : ) this precious Incenſe 
was oftered up to the excellent and Supreme Being, 
which was the Author of his Life. Adam fully obey- 
cd the firſt and great Command, of loving the Lord 
with all his Heart, Soul, and Strength. His Love to 
other things was regulated by his Love to God. 

There 


(») Miratur alia homo, cum fit ipſe mirator maximym mijra- 
2 4 is 


Y 

[, 
- 

+ 

; 4) 
_ 


'r 


AS © ” — 5 
#6 * ie * ——— . 
DIY ond FOES, 


in Contriving Pan's Redemption. 
There was a perfeCt Accord between Fleſh and Spirit 
in him. They both joined in the Service of God, 
and were naturally moycd to their Happineſs, As 
the two Eyes conſent in their motion, ſo Reaſon and 
Senſe agreed for the ſame End. In ſhort, the Image 
of God in Adam, was a living, powerful Principle, 
and had the ſame relation to the Soul which the Soul 
hath to the Body, to animate and order all its Fa- 
culties in their Offices and Operations, according to 
the Will of his Creator. 

2. The Image of God conſiſted (though in an in- 
ferior degree) in the happy State of Man. Herein 
he reſembled that infinitely-bleſſed Being, This Hap- 
pineſs had relation to the two Natures, which enter 
into Mans Compoſition : 


1. To the Animal and Senſutive, and this conſiſted 

in two things. 1. In the cxcellent Diſpoſition of his 
Organs. 2. In the Enjoyment of convenient Ob- 
jects. 
r. In the excellent diſpoſition of the Organs. His 
Body was formed immediately by God,ard ſo not li- 
able to thoſe Defects which proceed from the weak- 
neſs of ſecond Cauſes. No Blemiſh, or Diſeaſe, 
which are the Effects and Footſteps of Sin, were to 
be found in him. His Health was not a frail incon- 
{tant Diſpoſition, eaſily ruined by the jarring Ele- 
ments, but firmand ſtable. The Humours were in 
a juſt Temperament, to prevent any Diſtemper 
which might tend to the diſſolution of that excellent 
Frame. Briefly, all the Senſes were quick and live- 
ly, able to perform with Facility, Vigour and de- 
light, their Operations. 

2. 1here were conyenient Objects to entertain 
tus ſenſitive Faculties. 

He 
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He enjoycd Nature 1n its orginal Purity, crownd 
with the Benedition of God, before *twas blaſted 
with the Curſe. The World was all Harmony and 
Beauty, becoming the Goodneſs of the Creator 
and not as 'tis ſince the Fall, diſorder'd and deform?d 
in many parts, the Effect of his Juſtice. The Earth 
was liberal to Adam of all its Treaſures, the Heavens 
of their Light, and ſweeteſt Influences. He was ſea- 
ced in Edes, a Place of ſo great Beauty and Delight, 
that it repreſented the Celeſtial Paradiſe which is re- 
freſhed weth Rivers of Pleaſure. And as the ultimate 
End of the Creatures was to raiſe his Mind, and in- 
flame his Heart with the Love of his great Benefa- 
<tor ;, ſo their firſt and natural Uſe was the Satisfa- 
tion of the Senſes, from whence the felicity of the 
Animal [ie did proceed. 

2, His f«pream Happineſs conſiſted in the exerciſe 
of his raolt noble Faculties on their proper Objects. 
This will :7pear by conſidering, that as the ſpiritual 
Facultics l:1ve objetts which inhuitely excel thoſe of 
the /erſitrve ;, {0 their capacity-is more inlarged,their 
Union with Gbjcits is more intimate, and their per- 
ception is wit more Quickneſs and Vivacity ; and 
thereby are the greateft Inſtruments of Pleaſure to 
the rational Being. Now the higheſt Faculties in 
Mzn are the Vnderjtanding and Will, and their Hap- 
pinels confiſts in Linion with God by Knowledg and 
Love. 

1. Inthe Knowiedg of God. As the Deſire of 
knowledg is the moſt natural to the human Soul, ſo 
the obtaining of it produces the moſt noble and 
twectelt Pleaſure. And proportionably to the de- 
grees of Excellency that are in Objects, ſo much of 
14:0necl Pertzttion and Satisfaftion accrucs to the 
Mind by the Knowledg of thezn. The Ty 
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of the Works of God greatly aftefted Man, yet the 
Excellencies ſcatter®d among them are bur an imper- 
fe&t and mutable Shadow of God's infinite and un- 
| changeable Perfeftions. How much more delight- 
ful was it to his pure Underſtanding, tracing the 
Footſteps and Impreſſions of God in natral things, 
toaſcend to him who is the glorious Orzgizal of all 
Perfections ? And though his finite Underſtanding 
could not comprehend the Divine Excellencies, yet 
his Knowledg was anſwerable to the Degrees of Re- 
velation wherein God was manifeſted. He ſaw the 
admirable Beauty of the Creator through the rranſ- 
parent Vail of the Creatures. And from hence there 
aroſe in the Soul a Pleaſure pure, ſolid and fatisfy- 
ing, a Pleaſure Divine ; for God taRes infinite con- 
tentment in the contemplation of Himſelf, 

2, The Happineſs of Man conſiſted in the Love 
of God. *Twas not the naked Specalation of the 
Deity that made him happy, but ſuch a Knowledg 
as raviſhed his Afﬀections : For Happineſs reſults 
from the Fruz:tzons of all the Faculties. *'Tis true, 
that by the Mediation of the Underſtanding the o- 
ther Faculties have acceſs to an Obyett ;, the Will and 
AfﬀeCtions can't be enclined to any thing, but by ver- 
tue of an Aft of the Mind which propounds it as 
worthy of them : it follows therefore that when by 
the Diſcovery of the tranſcendent Excellencies in 
God, the Soul is excited to love and to delight in 
Him as its ſ#preme Good, 'tis then really and perfeft- 
ly happy. Now as Adam had a perfect Knowledg 
of God, ſo the height of his Love was anſwerable 
to his Knowledg, and the Compleatneſs of his En- 
zoyment was according to his Love. All the Divine 
Excellencies were amiable to him. The Majeſty, 
Purity, Juſtice, and Power of God, which are the 
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Terrour of gyilty Creatures, ſecured his Happineſs 
whilſt he continued in his Obedience. His Conſcience 
was clear and calm, no unquiet Fears diſcompoſed 
its Tranquillity, ?twas the Seat of Innocence and 
Peace. Briefly, his Loye to God was perfect (1 Joh. 
4. 10.) withour any Allay of tormenting Fear ; and 
Delight, its inſeparable attendant, was pure, with- 
out the leaſt mixture of Sorrow. 

3. There was in Man's Dominjon and Power over 
the Creatures a ſhining part of God's Image. He 
was appointed God's Lieutenant in the World, and 
adorned with a Flower of his Crown. God gaye 
him the folemn Inveſtityre of this Dignity, when he 
brought the Creatures to receive their Names from 
him, (Pſa. 8. 5, 6.) which was a Mark of their H0o- 
mage, and a Token of his Supreme Empire to com- 
mand them by their Names. As this Dominion 
was eſtabliſh'd by the Order of God, ſo 'twas exer- 
ciſed by the Mediation of the Body. In his Face 
and Words there was ſomething ſo powerful, as 
commanded all the Hoſts of the lower World. And 
as their Subjection was moſt eaſy without Conſtraint 
or Reſiſtance, ſo *twas molt equal without Violence 


and Oppreſhon. 


Thus holy and bleſſed was Adam in his Primitzve 
State. And that he might continue ſo, he was ob- 
liged for ever to obey the Will of God, who beſtow- 
ed upon him Life and Happineſs. By the firſt neg- 
le of his Duty he would moſt juſtly and inevitably 
incur the Loſs of both. This will appear by conli- 
dering the Deſign of God in the Creation. 

God did not make the World and Man for the 
meer Exerciſe of his Power, and ſo left them ; but 


as the Production of all things was from his _ 
_ neſs 
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neſs, ſo their Reſolution and Tendency is for his 
Glory. He 1s as univerſally the final, as the efficzert 


|  Canſeof all Creatures: For that which receives its 


Being from another, can't be an-End to it felf: for 
the Previſion of the end in the Mind of the Creator 
fets him a-work, and is amecedent to the Being of 
the Creature. Therefore the Wiſeman tells us, Prov. 
16. 4. that God made all things for himſelf. And the 


' Apdffle, Ron. 11. 36. that Of him, and to him, and 


4 


OT” 


Yhruph him are all things ;, to whom be glory for 
ever. The lower Rank of Creatures objett;vely 
plorify God, as there is a viſible demonſtration of 
his excellent Attributes in them : Man is only quali- 
fied to know and love the Creator. And as the Be- 
nefit of all redounds to him, ?tis his Duty to pay 
the Tribute for all. By his Mouth the World makes 
its Acknowledgment to'God., Hes the Interpreter 


' of the filent and uninterrupted Praiſes, which the 


full Buire of Heaven and Earth renders to him. 'O 
Lord, ll thy Works praiſe thee, Pſal. 145. 10. (from 


 themoſt noble to the leaſt worthy ) hy Saints bleſs 
thee. Thankfulnefs is the Flomage due from under- 
ſtanding Creatures. 


And from hence it follows, that Man only was in 


7 a State of moral dependence, and capable of a Law. 


For a Law being the Declaration of the Superiour's 
Will requiring Obedience, and threatning Puniſh- 
ment on the Failure thereof, there muſt be a Princi- 
ple of Reaſon and Choice in that Nature that is go- 
vern'd by it, 1. To diſcover the Authority that en- 
joins it. 2. To diſcern the matter of the Law. 
3- Todetermine it ſelf out of Judgment and EleCti- 


$ onto Obedience, as moſt excellent in it {#If, and 


adyantageous to the Performer, 


Now 


x4 The Þarmonyof the Divine Attributes 


Now all inferiour Creatures aremnoved by the, ſe- 
cret Force.of natural Inclinations ; they are inlenſt 


SubjeRion to a Law ; for Sapremacy and Subjettion 
are incompatible ; ſo the Quality ot a Creature in- 
cludes the relation of Dependance and natural. Sub- 
jection to the Will of God. This is moſt eyifdent 
from that common Principle which governs the in- 
telligent Creation : *Tis a moral. Maxim to which 
the reaſonable Nature neceſlarily aſlents, that the 
diſpenſing of Benefits acquires to the Giver.a Right 
to command, and lays on the Receiver an Obltgati- 
on to obey ; and theſe Rights and Duties are mea- 
ſured by the Nature of the Benefits as their juſt Rule, 
Ew is viſible in that Dominion which is amongft 

en. | 

If we aſcend to the firſt __ 
we ſhall find the 0r:ginal Right 0 


in War, or ſome publick Good accruing to the So- 
clety by the prudent Care of the Governqur. Now 
the Being and Bleſſedneſs of the Creature are the 
greateſt and moſt valuable Benefits that can, be re- 
ceived ; and in the beſtowing of them is laid the 
moſt real Foundation of Power and Authority. Up- 
on this account Man who derives his Life and Feli- 
city from God, is under a natural and ſtrong Obli- 

&}; t Sation 


ble of moral Engagements, and are not wroyght.og © 
in an illuminative way by the Foreſight of Revwerels b 
and Puniſhments : But Man who is.4 reaſonable'Crea- 
ture, owes 4 reaſonable Service, Rom. 12. 1. And itis | 
impoſſible that Man ſhould be exempt froma Law - 3 
For as the Notion of a God, that is, of thefirſt and 
ſupreme Being, excludes all poſlibility of Obligation ** 
to another, Who hath firſt given to the Lord, and it ſhall | 
be recompenſed to him again? Rom. 11. 35. And.of 


of humane Laws; | 
| Power to ariſe ei- 
| ther from Generation in Nature, or Preſervation | 
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gation to comply with his Will. From this Right of 
Creation God aſlerts his univerſal Dominion : F 
have made the Earth, and created Man upon it, ever 
ary Hands have ſtretch'd out the Heaveus, and. all theiv 
HoSts have I commanded, 11a. 45. 12. And the Pſal- 


- miſt:tclls us, P/al. 100. 3. Know ye that the Lord he 


is God, it is He that made ut, and not we our ſelves ; 
we are his People, and the Sheep of his Paſture. His 
Juriſdiction is grounded on his Propriety in Man ; 
and that ariſes from his giving Being to him : 1/a. 
44.21, Remember, O Iſrael, for thou art my Servant, 
1 have formed thee. ' From hence he hath a fupreme 
Right to impoſe any Law, for the Performance of 
which Man had an original Power. Univerſal O- 
bedience. is the juſt conſequent of our Obligations 

to the Divine Goodnels. : 
Suppoſe that Man were not the Work. of God's 
Hands, yct the. infinite Excellency of his Nature 
gives him a better Title to command us, than Man 
hath upon the account of his Reaſon to govern thoſe 
Creatures: that are inferiour. to him. Or ſuppoſe 
that God had not created the Matter of which the 
Body is compoſed, but only inſpir'd it with a living 
Soul, yet his Right over us had been unqueſtionable. 
(c) The Civil Law determines, That when an Ar- 
tificer works on rich Materials, and the engraving 
be not of extraordinary yalue, that the whole be- 
longs to him who Is the Owner of the Materials : 
But if the matter be mean, and the Workmanſhip 
exccllent, in which the Price wholly lies ; 2s if a 
Painter 


—_— — 


yy —— 


(c) Si plus fit pretii in opere quam in materia, dominium ef 
e5us qui ſpeciem fecifler;z quoniam quod phuris eſt, 1d prevalen« 
tia ſua quod mixus eſt ad fe trahar, Conran, 
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Painter ſhould draw an admirable Picture on a piece 
of Canyas, the Picture of right belongs to him that 
drew it, Inſtr. #u5Fin. So if according to the Error 
of ſome Philoſophers, [Plato] the Matter of which 
the World was made had been Eternal, yet God ha- 
ving infuſed a reaſonable Soul into a piece of Clay 
which is the Principle of its Life, and gives it a 
tranſcendent Value above all other Beings which 
were made of the ſame Element, it is moſt juſt he 
ſhould haye a Property in him, and Dominion over 
him. 
The Law of Nature to which Man was ſubject 
upon his Creation, contains thoſe moral Principles 
concerning Good and Evil which have an eſſential 
Equity in them, and are the meaſures of his Duty 
to God, to himſelf, and to his Fellow-creatures, 
This was publiſhed by the Voice of Reaſon, and is 
holy, ju#t and good, Rom. 7.12, Holy, as it enjoins 
thoſe things wherein there is a Conformity to thoſe 
Attributes and Actions of God which are the Pat- 
tern of our Imitation : ſo the general Rule is, Be 
holy, as God ts holy, in all manner of Conter ſation, 1 
Pet. 1. 15. And this is-moſt honourable to the human 
Nature. "Tis juſt, that is, exa&tly agreeable to the 
Frame of Mans Faculties, and moſt ſuitable to his 
Condition in the World. And good, that is, bene- 
ficial to the Obſerver of it 3 1 keeping of it there 19 
great Reward, Pal. 19.11. And the Obligation to 
it is eternal; it being the unchangeable Will of God, 


grounded on the natural and unyariable Relations 


between God and Man, and between Man and the 


Creatures. 
Beſides the particular DireCtions of the Law of 


Nature, this general Principle was planted in the 


reaſonable Soul, to obey God in any Inſtance where-. 


in he did preſcribe his Pleaſure. More- 
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Moreover, God was pleaſed to enter intoa Cove= 
nan. with Adam,and with all his Poſterity naturally 
deſcending from him. And this was the effect, 


> 1, Of admirable Goodneſs : For by his Supremacy 


over Man, he might have ſignified his Will meerly 
by the way of Empire, and requir'd Obedience 3 


* but he was pleaſed to condeſcend ſo far as to deal 
” with Man in a {weeter manner as with a Creature 


capable of his Love, and to work upon him by re- 
wards and puniſhments congruouſly to the reaſona« 
ble Nature. 

2. Of Wiſdom, to ſecure Man's obedience : For 
the Covenant being a mutual engagement between, 
God and Man, as it gave him infallible aſſurance of 
the reward to ſtrengthen his Faith, ſo it was the 
{ ſureſt bond to preferve his Fidelity. "Th true the 


© Precept alone binds by virtue of the Authority that 


# impoſes it, but the conſent of the Creature increaſes 
# the Obligation ; it ewiNs the cords of the Law, and 


Z binds more ſtrongly to Obedience. Thus Adam was 
2 God's ſervant as by the condition of his nature, ſo 


* by hischoice, accepting the Covenant from which 
2 he could not recede without the Guilt and Infamy of 
+ the worſt Perfidiouſneſs. | 
® The Terms of the Covenant were becoming the 
2 Parties concern'd, God and Man; it eſtabliſhed an 
3 inſeparable Connexion between Duty and Felicity. 
3 This appears by the SanCtion, Ger. 2. 17. In the day 
= thou eateft of the forbidden Fruit, thou ſhalt die : In 
4 that particular Speczes of Sin the whole Germs is in- 
cluded ; according to the Apoſtle's Expoſition, Ga!. 
© 3. 10. Curſed is every one that doth not continue in all 
the Works of the Law to do them. Thethreatning of 
Jeath was expreſt, it being more difficult to be con- 
eiv'd : The Promiſe of Life upon his Obedience was 
Pliced, and eaſily fuggefted ir ſelf to the rational 
G Mind 


12 TheHa:mouy of the Oivine Attributes 


Mind. Theſe were the molt proper and powerful 7 
Aforives to excite his Reaſon, and affect his Will. 5: 
For Death primarily ſignifies the Dillolution of the *" 
vital Union between the Soul and Body, and conſe- 
quently all the preparatory Diſpotitions thercunto, ! 
Diſeaſes, Pains, aid all the Aﬀections of Mortality, | 
which tcrminate in Death as their center. This 1s | 
the extreamelt of temporal Evils, which innocent © 
Nature ſhrunk from, 1: being a deprivation of that | 
excclient ſtate which Man enjoyed. But principally F 
it ſignilicd the ſeparation of the Soul from God's 
reviving preſence, who is the only Fountain of Felt- 
City. Thus the Law is interpreted by the Law-giver, 
the Soul that (i ſons ſhall dre, Eck. 18, 4. Briefly, Death # 
in the threatning is comprehenſive of all kinds and # 
degrees of evils,from the leaſt Pain to the compleat- = | 
nes of Damnation. Now 'tis an 1nviolable Principle *; | 
dceply ſet in the Human Nature, to preſerve its be- #; ; 
ing and blelledneſs; ſo that nothing could be a F 
more powerful reſtraint from Sin, thaw the fear of i 

1 


] 
Dcath, which is deſtructive to both. 'F 
This Conſtitution of the Covenant was founded '7 < 
not only in the Will of God, but in the Nature of 7 ; 
Things themſelves : And this appears by conſide- þ 
ring Y 
" That Holineſs is more excellent in it ſelf, and |: x 
ſors aratcly conſidered, than the Reward that attends | ſ 
it. *Tis the peculiar Glory of the Divine Naturc, | 
God is olorion: im ITolizeſs. And as he preiers tho | =” 
infinite Purity. of his Nature, before the immortal | t| 
Felicity of his Statc ; ſo he values in the reaſonable 'S 
Creature the Vertues by which they repreſent his 3 
Holineſs, more than their perfect Contentment by | 
which they are like Him in Bleſſedneſs, Now God Mt 1 
15 the moſt juſt Eſteemer of things, his Judgment i 


the infallible Meaſure of their rcal worth ; ?cis 
there- 
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2 therefore according to natural Order that the Hap- 
 Pineſs of Man ſhould depend upon his Integrity, and 
-- the Reward be the Fruit of his Obedience. 
& And though it 1s impoſlible that a meer Creature 
* in what State focver, ſhould obtain any thing from 
* God by any other Title but his voluntary Promiſe, 
> the Etfect of his Goodnels, yct *twas ſuch Goodneſs 
= as God was invited to exerciſe by the Conſideration 
2 of Man's Obedience. And as the neglett of his Du- 
} ry had diſcharged the Obligation on God®s part, ſo 
{ the Performance gave him a Claim by right of the 
} Promiſe to cverlaſting Life. 

2. As the f:r5 part of the Alliance was moſt rea- 
ſonable, ſo was the ſecond, that Death ſhould be the 
# Wagcs of Sin. It 15 not concetvable that God 
= jhould continue his Favour to Man, if he turned 
2 Rebel againlt him : For this were to difarm the Law, 
* and expoſe the Authority of the Law-givecr to con- 
s tempt, and would refle& upon the Wiſdom of God, 

Relidez, if the reaſonable Creature violates the Law, 
2 


It necellarily contracts an Obligation to Puniſhment. 
2 Sothat if the Sinner who deſerves Death,ſfhould en- 
joy Life, without Satisfaction for the Offence, or 
Repentance to quilifie him for Pardon, (both which 
; were without the Compaſs of the fir5# Covenant ) 
; this would infringe the unchangeable Rights of Ju- 
| + ſkice, and diſparage the Divine Purity. 
| In the fri# Covenant there was a fpecial Clauſe, 
| ; v-hich reſpeCted Man as the Innabitant of Paradiſe, 
'$ that he ſhould zor eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 
= Gooa and Evil upon Pain of Death, Gen. 2. 17. - And 
2 this Prohibition was upon molt wiſe and juſt Reafons, 
= 2. Todeclare God's Sovereign Right inall things. 
In the Quality of Creator he is Sypreme Lord. Man 
enjoyed nothing but by a derived Title from his 
Bounty and Allowance, and with an Cy 
C 2 7ender 
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render to him the Homage of all: As Princes when 
they give Eſtates to their Sabjetts, ſtill retain the. 
Royalty, and receive a {mall Ret, which though in- 
conſiderable in its value, is an acknowledgment of 
Dependance upon them : So when God placed A- 
dam in Paradiſe, he reſerved this Mark of his Soye- 
reignty, that in the free uſe of ail other things, Man 
ſhould abſtain from the forbidden Tee. 

2. To make Trial of Man's Obedience in a mat- 
ter very congruous to diſcover it (4). If the Prohs- 


bition had been grounded on any moral internal Evil: 


in the nature of the thing it ſelf, there had'not been 


{o clear a Teſtimony of God?s Dominion, nor of. - 


Adams Subjedion to it. But when that wltich in 
it ſelf was indifferent, became unlawful meerly by 
the Will of God, and when the Command had no 
other Excellency but to make his Authority more 
ſacred ; this was a confining of Man's,Liberty, and 
to abſtain was pure Obedience. 

Beſides, the Reſtraint was from that which was 
very grateful, an alluring to both the Parts of Man's 
compounded Nature. The Senſitive Appetite is 
ſtrongly excited by the Lult of the Eye 3 and' this 


Fruit being beautiful to the Sight, (Ger. 3.5.) the "* 


Forbearance was an excellent Exerciſe of Vertue in 
keeping the lower Appctite in Obedience. Again; 


the Deiire of Knowledg is extremely quick and ear- | 


neſt, and in appearance moſt worthy of the rational 


Nature ; Nullis anizuo ſuavior cibrs, Laftant. Tis ' 


the moſt high and luſcious Food of the Soul. Now 


Sc 


the Tree of Knowledge was forbidden 3 fo that the x 


Obſervance of the Law was the more eminent, in # 
keep- | 


— 


(4) In minimis obedientiz periculum faciunt Legiſlatores, quis - 


Legiſlatoris ad obedientiam obligantis potius habenda cit ratio, 
quam ret de qua lex lata eſt, 


+4. a2 _ SS *\ 
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keeping the intelleftual Appetite in Mediocrity. In 
ſhort, .God required Obedience as a Sacrihce. For 
the Prohibitzon.being in a matter of natural Pleaſure 
(e), and a Curb to Curioſity, which is the Luſt and 
Concupiſcence of the Mind after things concealed ; 
by areverend Regard to it, Man preſented his Soul 
and Body to God as a living Service, which was his 
reaſonable Service. Rom. 12. 1. 


(e) - Obſequii gloria eſt in eo major, quod quis minus velir, P!in, 


—— 


© _ _— 


CHAP. IL 


Man's Natural State was mutable. The Devil, moved 
by Hatred and Envy, attempts to ſeduce him. The 
Temptation was ſuitable to Man's compounded Nature, 
The Woman being deceived, perſuades her Huband. 
The Buality of the firſt Sin. Many were combined 
in it, "Twas perfeftly voluntary. Man had [Pow- 
er to ſtand, The Dewil could only allure, not-com- 
-pel bim. His Underſtanding and Will the Cauſes 8f 
his Fall. ThePunifhment was of the ſame Date with 

his Sin. He forfeited his Righteouſneſs and Felicity. 

The Loſs of original Righteouſneſs, as it ſignifies the 

Purity and Liberty of the Soul. The Torment of 
Conſcience that was canſequent to Sin, A whole Ar- 

my of Ewils enter with it into the World. 


F MI N was created perfectly holy, but in a natu- 


ral, therefore mutable State. He was inve- 


ited with power to prevent his Falling, yet under a 


\} Pollibility of it. He was compleat in his own Or- 


cer, but receptive of ſinful Impreſſions. An invin- 
cible Perſeverance in Holineſs belongs to a ſuper- 
natural ſtate; ?ris the priviledge of Grace, and ex- 
ceeds the deſign of the firſt Creation. 

C3 The. 
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The rebcllious Spirits,” who by a farious ambiti- 
on had raiſed a war in Heaven,and were fallen from 
their Obedience and Glory, ' detigned to corrupt. 
Man, and to make him a .companion with them in 
their Revolt. The moſt ſubtile amongſt them ſers 
about this work, urged'by ro ſtrong paſſions, Ha- 
tred and Envy. | | 

1. By Hatred. For being under a final and irre- 

vocable Doom, te lookt.on God. as an jrreconcile- 
able Enemy : And not being able to injure his Et- 
ſence, he ſtruck at his Image : As the fury of ſome 
beaſts diſcharges it ſelf upon the Picture of a Man. 
He ſingled our Aaam as the mark of his malice, that 
by: ſeducing him from his Duty, he might detfcat 
God's deſign, which was to be honoured by Man's 
freeObedience,and ſo obſcure his Glory as it He had 
made Man in vain. 

2. He was ſolicited by Ervy, the firſs Native of 
Hell : For having loſt the favour of God, and be- 
Ing caſt ont of Heaven the Region of Joy and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, the ſight of Adam's Felicity exaſperated his 
Grief. That Man who by the condition of his na- 
ture was bclow him, ſhould be Prince of the World, 
whilſt he was a Priſoner under thoſe chains which 
reſtrain'd and tormented him, the power and wrath }F 
of God, this made his ſtate more intolerable. His | 
torment was incapable of alley, but by rendring | 
Man as miſerable as himſelf. And as hatred excited 
his envy,ſo envy intlam?d his hatred, and both Joy nd 
in miſchief. And thus puſh'd on, his Subtilty being 
cqual:to his Malice, he contrives a Temptation 
which might be moſt taking and dangerous tro Man 
In his raiſed and h=ppy ſtate. He attempts him with 
Art, by propounding the {re of Knowledg and Plea- 
ſure, to invergie the' Spiritual and Serfitrve Appetitcs 

T urce And that he might the better ſucceed, he 
addret- 
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addrelles to the Woman,the weakeſt and molt liable 
to ſeduction. He hides himſelf in the body of a 
Serpent, which before Sin was not terrible unto her: 
And by this inſtrument inſinuates his Temptation. 
He fir#t allures with the Hopes of Impunity, Te ſhalt 
not dic ;, then he promiſeth an univerial KRuowledge 
of Good and Evil. By theſe pretences he ruind In- 
nocence it ſelf. For the Woman deceived by thoſe 
ſpecious Allettives, ſwallowed the Poiſon of the 
Serpent, and having taſted Death, ſhe perſnaded her 
Husband by the ſame Motives to deſpiſe the Law of 
their Creator. Thus Sin enter'd and brought Con- 

fuſion into the World. For the oral Harmony of 
the World conliſting in the juſt Subordination of 

the ſeveral Ranks of Beings to one another, and of 
all to God 3. when Man who was placed next to God 
broke the Union, his Fall brought a deſperate Dil- 
order into Ged's Government. 

And though the matter of the Offence ſeems 
{mall, yet the Diſobedience was infinitely great z It 
being the Tranſgreſlion of that Command, which 
was given to be the Inſtance and real Proof of Man's 
SubjeCtion to God. Totam legem violavit n illo lega- 
lis obedientit pracepto. Tertul. The Honour and 
Majeſty of the whole Law was violated in the Breach 
of that Symbolical Precept. *T'was a direct and for- 
mal Rebellion, a publick Renunciation of Obedi- 
ence, anuniverſal Apoſtacy from God, and Change 
of the laſt End, that extinguiſh'd the Habit of ori- 
ginal Righteouſneſs. Many Sins were combined in 
chat ſingle Act. 

t. Iifiaclity : This was the fir5 Step to Ruin. Tt 
appears by the Order of rhe Temptation : 'twas 
irlt ſaid by the Devil,Ye ſhall not die,to weaken their 
Faith 3 then, Ye ſhall be like Gods, to flatter their Am- 
vitiOon. The Fearof Death would have controuPd 
C 4 the 
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the Efficacy of all his Arguments; till that reſtraint 
was broke, he could faſten nothing upon them. 
This Account the Apoſtle gives of the Fall, 1 Tim. 
2. 14. The Woman being deceived, was in the Tranſ- 
greſſion. As Obedience is the Effect of Faith, fo 
Diſobedience of Infidelity : And as Faith comes by 
hearing the Word of God, ſo Iniidelity by liſtening 
to the words of the Devil. From the Deceprior 
of the Mind proceeded the Depravation of the Will, 
the Intemperance of the Appetite, and the Defeftion 
of the whole Man. Thus as the natural, fo the 
Jpiritual Death made its firi# Entrance by the (f) 
Eye. And this Infidelity is extremely Aggravated, 
as it implies an Accuſation of God both of Envy 
and Falfhood. 

1. Of Envy; As if he had deny'd them the per- 
fections becoming the humane Nature, and they 
might aſcend to a higher Orb than that wherein 
they were placed, by eating the forbidden Fruit. 
And what greater Diſparagement could there be of 
the Divine Goodneſs, than to ſuſpect the Deity of 
ſuch a low and baſe Paſſion, which is the ſpecial 
Character of the Angels of Darkneſs ? 

_ 2. "Twas equally injurious to the Honour of God's 
Truth. For it 1s not eaſy to conceive that Adam who 
was ſo lately the Effet of Gods Omnipotence,ſhould 
preſently diſtruſt it as unable to inflift the Puniſh- 
mment threatned, but his Aſſent was weakened as to 
the Truth of the threatning : He did not believe 
the danger to be fo great or certain upon his Diſo- 
bedience. And he that believes not God, makes him 
Liar, 1 Joh. 5.16. An Impiety not-to be thopght 
on without Horror. And that which heightens the 
Affront, is, that when-he diſtruſted the Fountain of 

| Truth 


= 


Cf) Print in homie mogwuntar ecvli, Fiir, 
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Truth, he gave credit to the Father of Lies; asap- 
pears by his Compliance, the real Evidence of his 
Faith. Now what viler contumely could be offered 
to the Creator ? 

2. Prodigious Pride (g)! He was ſcarce ont of 
the ſtate of nothing, no ſooner created, but he aſ- 
pir*d to be as Ged. Not content with his Image, 
he affected an Equality, tobe like him in his ininuta- 
ble Attributes. He would rob God of his Eternity 
to live without end z of his Sovereignty, to com- 
mand without dependance of his Wiſdom to know 
all things without reſerve. Infinite Inſolence ! and 
worthy of the moſt fiery Indignation ! That Man, 
the Son of the Earth, forgetful of his Original, 
ſhould uſurp the Prerogatives which are eſſential to 
the Deity, and ſet up himſelf a real Idol, was a 
ſtrain of that Arrogancy which corrupted the An- 

els. 
, 3. Horrid Ingratitude : He was appointed Heir 
apparent of all things ; yet undervaluing his preſent 
Portion, he entertains a Projett of improving his 
Happineſs. The excellent State newly conferrcd 
upon him was a ſtrong Obligation to pay ſo ſmall a: 
acknowledgment to his Lord. The Uſe of all the 
Garden was allowed to him, only a Tree excepted 
(bh). Now in the midlt of ſuch Variety and Plen- 
ty, to be infland with the intemperate Appetite of 
the forbidden Fruit, and to break a Command ſo 


equal 


=_ | 


—— 


Ce) The Promiſe of the Tempter that they ſhould not die, enconraged 
him to believe that be ſhould enjoy an Immortality, not depending on God's 
Will, but abſolute; which is proper to God alone. (b) Praceptum 
de uno cibi genere non edendo ubi aliorum tanta copia ſubjacebar, 
tam leve ad obſcrvandum, tam breve ad memoria retittendum, ub! 

rzſertim nondum voluntati cupiditas refiſtebat, ranro major1 
myuſtitia violarum eſt,quanto faciliori poſler obſer vantia cuſtodiri. 
Hep. dt (lit, Di, lib. 14. - | 
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equal and eaſie, what was it but a deſpiſing the rich 
Goodneſs of his great Benefaftor ? Beſides, Man 
was Ended with a diviner Spirit than the infetiour 
Ord of {Creatures : Reaſon and Liberty were the 
ſpecial Priviledge; of his Nature, and to abuſe them 
to Rebellion renders him, as more unreaſonable, ſo 
more diſingenuons than the Creatures below him, 
who inflexibly cbey the Will of God. 

4. The vilible Contempt of God's Majeſty, with 
a ſlighting his Juſtice. For the Prohibition was fo 
exprels and terrible, that till he had caſt off all Re- 
pects to the Law-gtver, 'twas nat poſſible he ſhould 
venture to diſobey him. "The Sin of Admit; there- 
fore called by the Apoſtle, Drſobedience, Rom.F. 19. 
as eminently ſuch ; it being the firſt and higheſt In- 
ſtance of ir, and virtually a Breach of all the Laws 
at Once In that contempt of the Law-giver. "Twas 
the Prophanation of Parad:ſe it felt, thz Place of 
God's ſpecial Preſence : There he fell, and trampled 
on God's Commind before his Face. What juſt 
cauſe of Aſtoniſhment is it, that a reaſonable Crea- 
ture ſhouid bid open Defiance to the Author of its 
Life ! That a little breathing Daſt ſhould contemn 
its Creator ! That Man ſhould prefer ſervile Com- 
pliance to the Will of the Tempter, before free 
Subjz=Cion to his Father and Sovereign ! To depoſe 
God, and place the Devil in his Throne, was double 
Treaſon, and provok'd his infinite Jealouſte. 

5- Unaccountable and amazing Folly, What a 
deſpicable Acquiſition tempted him our of Happi- 
neſs! If there had been any poſtible Compariſon 
between them, the Choice had been more excuſable. 
But that the Pleaſures of Taſte and Curioſity ſhould 
outvie the Favcur of God which is bctter than Life, 
that the moli-pernicious Evil, gilded with the thin 


-ppearance ci Good, ſhould be prefer? before the 
ſub- 
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ſubſtantial and ſupreme Good, is the Reproach of 
his Reaſon, and makes the choice ſo cr24minal, And 
what leſs than voluntary Madneſs could encline him 
to defire that, which he ought infinitely to have 
fear?d, that is, the knowledge of Evil ? for nothing 
could deſtroy his Happineſs but the experience of 
Evil. What but a wiltul 4itraf:orn could induce him 
to believe, that by defacing God's Image, he ſhould 
become more like him ? Thus an being in bo- 
nour, but without underſtanding, became like the beaſts 
that periſh, Pſal. 49. 12. 

6. A bloody cruelty to himſelf,and all his Poſterity. 
When God had made him a depoſitary in a matter of 
infinite moment, that is, of his own Happincls, and 
all Mankinds, this ſhould have been- a powerful n0- 


_ twweto have kept him vigilant : But giving a ready 


ear to the Tempter,he betrard his truſt,and at once 
breaks both the Tables of the Law, and becomes 
guilty of the higheſt Impiety and Cruelty. He was 


a Murderer before a Parent, he diſinherited all his 


Children before they were born, and made them 
Slaves before they knew the price of Liberty. 

And that which increaſes the malignity of this 
Sin, and adds an infinite emphaſis to it, 1s, that *rwas 
perfectly voluntary, his Will was the ſole cauſe of 
his Fall. And this is evident by conſidering ; 

1. That Adam innocent had a ſufficient power 
to perſevere in his holy State. There was no ſub- 
ſtra&tion of any Grace which was requilite to his 
ſtanding ; He left God before he was forſaken by 
Him. (z) Much leſs was there any znternal impulſion 
from God. 'Tis inconſiſtent with the Divine Puri- 
ty to encline the Creature to ſin: As God cannot 
be tempted to evil, neither tempts he any man. ?Tis 

| 1njurious 


(i ) Deſeruir, & dcſertus eſt, Aug, 
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Injurious to his Wiſdom to think that God would 
ſpoil that work, which he had compo9d with fo 
much deſign and counſel. And 'tis diſhonorable to 
bis Goodneſs; He loved his Creature, and Love is 
an inclination to do good ; 'twas impoſlible there- 
fore for God to induce Man to ſin, or to withdraw 
that power which was neceſary to reſiſt the Temp- 
tation, when the conſequent mult be his inevitable 
Func. 

- 2. The Devil did only allure, he could not ra- 
viſh his conſent. Though his malice is-infinite, yet 
his power is ſo reſtraimd that he can't faſten an im- 
mediate, much leſs an irreſiſtible impreſſion on the 
Will : (4) He therefore made uſe of an External 
Objett to invite him. Now Objetts have no con- 
ſtraining force, they are but partial Agents, and 
derive all their efficacy from the Faculties to which 
they are agrecable. And although ſince Sin hath 
diſordered the fleſh, there is difficulty in reſiſting 
thoſe Objets which pleaſantly inſinuate themſelyes; 
yet ſuch an univerſal reftitude was in Adam, and ſo 
entire a ſubjcCtion in the ſenſual Appeti'e to the ſu- 
pcriour power of Reaſon, that he might have ob- 
taind an (7) eaſie conqueſt. A reſolute Negatwe 
had made him viCtorious : by a ſtrong Demzale had 
>affled that proud Spirit. As the Heavenly Adazn, 
when he, who is only rich in promiſes, offer'd to 
him the 44onarchy of the World with all ats Glory, 
Adifdain'd the offer,and caſt off Satan with contempr. 
The true Rock was unmoy?d, and broke all the 


proud waves that daſht againlt rt. 
3. It 


(& ) In merity examinanda veniunt, Cauſa que impuly» 
caufa quz rctrahere debuir, & perſonz idonteras ad ntrumque. 
Grot, (1) Quanto proteſtas vitandi fuir facilior, tanto contu- 
maciz crimine .oncratur. Difficitium facilis venia, .Twtl, I, 2+ 


Ad.ux9r. 
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3- It will fully appear that the Diſobedience was 
Voluntary,by conſidering what denominates an aCtion: 
to-he ſo: Fhe two Springs of humaze Actions are 
the Underſtanding and Will; and as there ts na 
particular Good. but may have the appearance of 
{ome difficult unpleaſant quality annexcd, vpon 
which account the Will may reject it; ſo any 
particular Evil may be ſo diſguiſed by the falſe 
luſtre of Gooaneſs, as to encline the Will to receive 
it. This is clearly verified in Adams Fall. For 
a ſpecionus Objett was conveighed through the un- 
guarded Senfe to: his Fancy, and from that to his 
Underſtanding, which by a vicious carelefneſs, neg- 
lecting.to conlider the danger, or judging that the 
excellency of the End did out-weigh the evil of the 
Means, commended it to the Will, and that reſo]- 
ved to embrace it. . It is evident therefore, that 
the Action which reſulted from the direction of the 
_ andthe choice of the Will was abſolately 
rec, 

Beſides, As the Regret that is mixt with an Aftion 
13 2 certain Charatter that the perſon is under con- 
{traint ;. fo the Delight that attends it 1s a clear Evi- 
dence that he is free. When the Apperite is drawn. 
by the Þvre of Pleaſure, ( Fam. 1. 14.) the more vio- 
lent, the more voluntary ts its motioz. Now the re- 
preſentations of the forbiddes Fruit were under the 
notion of Pleaſure. The Woman ſaw the Fruze 
was good for food, that is, pleaſurable to the Palate, 
and pleaſant to the Eyes, and. to be deſired to make one 
wife ;, Gen. 3.6. That is, to increaſe Knowledge, 
which is the pleaſure of the Mind, and theſe A4/- 
lettives draw her into the ſnare. Adam with con- 
placency receiv'd the temptation, and by the entice- 
ment of Satan, committed adultery with the Crea- 
ture, from whence the curſcd race of Sin and Miſc- 
rles proceed. Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe the Devil had ſo diſgus*d the Tempta- 
tion, that notwithſtanding all circumſpeCtion and 
care, Adam could not have diſcovercd its evil ; his 
invincible /gzorarce had rendered the action involun- 
tary : Burt Adam was conſcions of his own Action, 
there was light in his mind to diſcern the Evil, and 
ſtrength in his will to decline it. For the manner 
of the defeciion, whether it was from affected Igno- 
Trance, or ſecure Neglect; or tranſport of Paſſion, it 
doth not excuſe : The Action it ſelf wasof that mo- 
ment, and the ſupreme Law-giver ſo worthy of Re- 
verence, that it ſhould have awakned all the pow- 
ers of his Soul to beware of that which was Rebel]- 
lion againſt God, and Ruine to himſelf. 


Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments, . 


whoſe extremity and continuance had vehemently 
opprelſt his nature ; this had only Icflen'd the Guilt, 
the Action had ſtill been voluntary : for no exter- 
nal Force can compel the Will to chooſe any thing 
but under the notion of comparative Goodneſs. Job 
36. 21. Now to chooſe Sin rather than Pains, and 
to prefer Eaſe before Obedience, is highly difhonou- 
Table to God, whoſe Glory ought to be infinitely 
more valuable to us than Life and all its endear- 
ments. And though ſharp Pains by diſcompoſing 
the Body make the Soul unfit for its higheſt and no- 
bleſt Operations, ſo that it cannot perform the Acts 
of Yertue with delight and freedom ; yet then ic 
may abſtain from Evil. But this was not Adam?s 
caſe : The Devil had no power over him (as over 
Zeb who felt the extremity of his rage, and yet 
came off more than Conqueror) to diſturb his feli- 
city, he prevailed by a fimple ſuaſiov. Briefly, though 
Ad:m had ſtrength ſufficient to repel all the Pow- 
crs of Darkneſs, yet he was vanquiſht by the afſ- 
{2ulr of a ſingle Temptation. Now that Man fo 
richly 
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richly furniſht with all the PerfeCtions of the Mind, 
and the excellent Vertues of which Original Righte- 
ouſneſs was compos'd ; that endued with Knowledg 
ro foreſee the incomparable Evil that would redourd 
to himſelf, ard the univerſal to his poſterity by his 
diſobedience ; that being ſo well tempered in his 
Conſtitution that all his Appetites were ſubject to 
Reaſon ; that notwithſtanding theſe preſervatives, 
he ſhould be deceived by the talſe perſwaſijon of an 
erring Mind, and overcome by Carnal Concupi- 
ſcence, as the evil cfteCts of it will not ceaſe to the 
end of the World, nor the jult wonder how it was 
pollible to happen : Theſe are the circumſtances 
which derive a crimſon-guilt to his rebellious Sin, 
and render it above mealure linſul. 

This will more fully appear in the dreadful effects 
that enſued. By his diſobedience he loſt Original 
Righteouſneſs, and made a deadly ſorfeiture of 
Felicity. 

t.He loſt Original Righteouſneſs : for that ſo de- 
pended on the humane faculties, that the aCtual vio- 
tation of the Law was preſently attended with the 
privation of it. Beſides, the nature of his Sin con- 
tained an entire forſaking of God, as envious of his 
Happineſs, and a converſion to the Creature as the 
ſupreme Good. And whatever 1s defir*d as the laſt 
end perfective of Man, virtually includes all ſubor- 
dinate ends, and regulates all means for obtaining 
it. So thar that being chang'd, a univerſal change 
of moral qualities in Adam neceſſarily followed. in 
ttcad of the reCtitude and exccllent holineſs of the 
Soul, ſucceeded a permanent Viciouſneſs and: Cor- 
ruption. Now Holineſs may be conſidered in the 
notion of Purity and. Beauty, or of Dominion and 
Liberty, in oppoſition to which. Stn is repreſented 
11 Scripture by toul Deſormity, 2nd Servitude. 
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1. His Soul degenerated from its Purity ; the Fa- 
culties remain®d, but the moral Perfecions were 
loſt wherein the brightneſs of God's Image was moſt 
conſpicuous. The holy Wiſdom of his Mind, the 
divine Love, that ſanftified his Will, the ſpiritual 
Power to obey God were totally quench'd. How is 
Man disfigur'd by his Fall ? How is he transform?d 
in an inſtant from the Image of God into the Image 
of the Devil ? He is defiled with the filthineſs of 
fleſh and Spirit ; he is aſhamed at the ſight of his 
own nakedneſs that reproached him for his crime z 
but the moſt ſhameful was that of the Soul : The 
one might be covered with leaves, the other nothing 
could conceal. To ſec a Face of exquiſite Beauty de- 
voured by a Cancer, how doth it move compaſlion ? 
But were the Natural Eye heightned to that clear- 
neſs and perſpicactty, as to diſcover the deformity 
which Sin hath brought upon the Soul, how would 
it ſtrike us with grief, horrour and averſation ? 

. 2. Hewasdeprived of his Dominion and Liberty. 
The Underſtanding was ſo wounded by the vio- 
lence of the Fall, that not only its Light is much 
impaired, but its Power 1s ſo weakned as to the 
lower faculties, that thoſe which according to the 
order of Nature ſhould obey, have caſt off its juſt 
Authority and uſurp the Government. The Will 
hath loſt its true Freedom, whereby ?twas enlarg?d 
to the extent and amplitude of the Divine Will, in 
loving whatſoever was pleaſing to God, and is con- 
tracted to mean and baſe Objets. What a furious 
diſorder is in the Aﬀections ? The reſtraint of Rea- 
{on to check their violent courſe provokes them to 
{well higher, and to be more impetuous; and the 
more they are gratified, the more inſolent and out- 
ragious they grow. 

The Senſes, whoſe office is to be the Intelligen- 
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ers of the Soul, -to make diſcovery, ond to giy 
naked report without diſturbing the higher ig _ 
ties, they ſometimes miſtake diſyuiſed enemics ſor 
friends ; and ſometimes by a fal's Alarm moye the 
lower Appetites, and fill the Soul wi: dil forver and 
confulion, that the voice of Reaſnn can't bz he view 
By the irritation of Grief, the ſin:ation of Picaſure, 
or ſome other perturbation, the Soul is capttvared and 
wounded through tne Senſes. In ſhort, when Man 
turned Rebel to God, he became a ſlave to all rhe 
Creatures. By thetr promztzve Inſtitution they were 
appointed to be ſubſervient to the Glory of God, and 
the uſe of Man,to be Motives of Love and Obedience 
to the Creator : but Sin hath corrupted and chan= 
ged them into ſo many inſtruments of vice, they are 
made ſubjett to vanity: Rom.8.20.And Man is ſofar ſunk 
into the aregs of Servitude, that he is ſubject to them. 
For by forlaking God, the Supreme Objeit of Lovez 
with as much injuſtice as folly,and chooling the Crea- 
ture In his ſtead, he becomes a Servant to the meaneſt 
thing upon which he places an inordinate affection. 

Briefly, Man, who by his Creation was the Son 
of God, is made a ſlave to Satan that damned ſpirit 
and molt curſed creature. Deplorable Degradation ? 
and worthy of the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow. 

2, Man loſt his Felicity. Beſides the trouble that 
Sin hath in his own nature, which I have toucht on 
before,there is a conſequent guilt and torment atcends 
it. Adam whillt obedienttenjoyed peace with God, 
a ſweet ſerenity of mind, a divine calm in the Con- 
ſcience, and full farisfaction in himſelf, Bur after 
his Sin, he trembled at God's Voice, and was tor- 
mented at his Preſence. 7 heard thy voice, and was 
afraid, faith guilty Adam. Gen. 3. 10. He lookt on 
God as angry, and armed azainft him, rez4y to ex- 
ecute the ſevere Sentence. Conſcience began art 
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early Hell within him :' Paradiſe with all its Plea- 
ſures could not ſecure him from that ſting in his 
Breaſt, and that ſharpen*d by the hand of God. 
What. confuſion of Thoughts, what a combate of 
Paſſions was he in? When the Temptation which 
deceived him vaniſht, and his Spirit recovered out 
of the ſurpriſe, and took a clear view of his Guilt 
in its true horrour, what indignation did it kindle 
in his Breaſt ? How did Shame, Sorrow, Revenge, 
Deſpair, thoſe ſecret Executioners, torment his Spi- 
Tit. The zntell;zgent Nature, his peculiar excellency 
above the Brutes, arm'd Miſery agamſt him, and 
Put a keener edge to it : 1. By reflecting upon the 
fooliſh exchange he made of God himſelf for the 
Frnit of a Tree; That ſo ſlender a Temptation ſhould 
cheat him of his Bleſſedneſs. His preſent miſery is 
aggravated by the ſad compariſon of it with his Pri. 
mitive Felicity. Nothing remains of his firſt Inno. 
cence, but the vexatious regret of having loſt it. 
2. By the foreſight of the Death he deſerved. The 
conſcience of his Crimes rackt his Soul with the cer- 
tain and fearful expeCtation of Judgment. 

Beſides the inward torment of his Mind, he was 
expos'd to all miſeries from without. Sin having 
made a breach into the World, the whole Army of 
Evils enter'd with it; the Curſe extends it ſelf to 
the whole Creation. For the World being made for 
Man, the place of his reſidence, in his puniſhment 
it hath felt the effefts of God?s diſpleaſure. The 
whole courſe of Nature is ſet on fire. Whereas a 
general Peace and amicable Correſpondence was eſta- 
bliſht between Heaven and Earth, whilſt all were 
united in ſubjection to the Creator : Sin that broke 
the firſ# Union between God-and. Man. hath ruin'd 
the ſecond. As in a State when one part of the Subjetts 
fall from their Obedience, the reſt which are _ 
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ſtant in their Duty break with the Rebels and make 
War upon them till they return to their Allegiance : 
S9 univerfal Nature was arm'd againſt rebellious 
Man, and had deſtroyed him without the merciful 
interpoſition of God. | 
The Angels with flaming Swords expelPd him 
from Paradiſe. The Beaſts who were all innocent, 
whilſt Man remained innocent, eſpouſe God's inte- 
reſt, and are ready to revenge the quarrel of their 
Creator. The inſenſible Creation which at firſt was 
altogether beneficial toMan; is become harrful. The 
Heavens ſometimes are hardened as Braſs in a long 
and obſtinate ſerenity : Sometimes are dillolved in a 
Deluge of rain : The Earth is barren, and unfaithful 
to the Sower, it brings forth Thorns and Thiſtles in- 
ſtead of Bread. Gen. 3. 17, 18. In ſhort, Man is an 
enerny to Man. When there were but :wo Brothers 
to divide the World, the one ſtain'd his hands in the 
Blood of the other. And ſince the Progeny of Ada 
is increaſt into vaſt Societies, all thediaſters of the 
World, as Famine, Peſtilence, Deluges, the fury of 
Beaſts have not been ſo deſtruftive of Mankind, as 
the ſole malignity of Man againſt thoſe that partake 
of the humane Nature. (m) | 
To conclude, Who can make a liſt of the evils to 
which the Body is liable by the diſagreeing Elements 
that compofe it? The fatal Seeds of Corruption ars 
bred in it ſelf. ?Tis a ptey to all Diſeaſes, from the 
torturing Stone to the dying Conſumption. It feels 
the ſtrokes of Death a thouſand times before it can 
die'once. At laſt, Life is ſwallowed up of Death. 
And if Death were a deliverance from miferies it 
D 2 would 
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-would leſlen its Terror, but tis the Conſummation of 
all. The firſt Death tranſmits to the ſecond. As 
the Body dies by the SouPs forſaking it, ſo the Soul 
by ſeparation from God its true Life, dies to its Wel- 
being and Happineſs for ever. 


CHAS I. 


All Maikznd is involy”d in Adam's Guilt, and under 
the penal Conſequences that follow upon it, Adam the 
natural ad moral Principle of Mankind. An here- 

_ ditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all that are propa- 
gated from him, The Account the Scripture geve3 
of the Conveyance of it» "Tis an innate Habit. 'Tis 


wiverſal, Corrupt Nature contains the Seeds of all 4 
Sins, though they do not ſhoot forth together. *Tis_ | 


voluntary and culpable. The permiſſion of the Fall 
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3s ſuitable to the Wiſdom, Holineſs, aud Goodneſs of 
God. The Imputation of Adam's Si to his Poſterity Þ 


z5 conſiſtent with God's Juſtice. 


HE Rebellion of the Fi7## Man againſt the 
great Creator was a Sin of #uiverſal Efficacy, 


that derives a Guilt and Stain to Mankind' in all A- F 
ges of the World. The Account the Scripture gives 


of it, is grounded on the Relation which all Men have 
to Adam as their natural and moral Principle. 


1. Their Natural. God created one Man in the | 


Beginning, from whom all others derive their Be- 
ings : And-that the Vnity might be the more entire, 
he forn'd of him that Aid which was necellary for 
the communicating his kind to the World. #He 
znade of one Blood all Nations of Men, to dwell on the 
Facs of the Earth, Afts 17. 26. And as the whole 
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Race of Mankind was virtually in Adan?s Loins, fo 


' It was preſumed to give virtual Conſent to what he 


did. When he broke, all ſuffered Shipwrack, that 
were contained in him as their natural Original. 
The Angels were created immediately and diſtin&t- 
ly, without dependance upon one another as to their 
Original ; therefore when a great Number revolted 
from God, the reſt were not complicated in their 
Sin and Ruin. But when the univerſal Progenitour 
of Men ſinn'd, there was a Conſpiracy of all the 
Sons of Adam in that Rebellion, and not one Sub- 
ject left in his Obedience. 

2. He was the moral Principle of Mankind. In 
the firſt Treaty between God and Man, Adam was 
conſider'd not as a fingle Perſon,but as Caprt Gentis, 
and contracted for all his Deſcendants by ordinary 
Gencration. r#His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, 
and his Will the Repreſentative of theirs. From 
hence his vaſt Progeny became a Party in the Cove- 
nant, and had a Title to the Benefits contained in 
it upon his Obedience, and was liable to the Curſe 
upon his violation of it. Upon this Ground the A- 
poſtle inſtitutes a Parallel between Adam and Chriſt ; 
Roin. 5. 19. That as by one Man's Diſobedience, many 
were made Sinners ;, ſo by the Obedience of One, many 
were made righteous. As Chrilt in his Death on the 
Croſs did not ſuffer as a private Perſon, but as a 
Surety and Sponſor repreſenting the whole Church z 
according to the Teſtimony of Scripture, If one di- 
ed for all, then all were dead, 1 Cor. 5.15. fo the 
friſt 4dam who was the figure of him that was to come, 
(Rom. 5. 14.) in his Diſobedience was eſteemed a 
publick Perſon repreſenting the whole Race of Man- 
1nd ; and by a jaſt Law it was not reſtrain'd to him- 
telf, but is the Sin of the common Nature. Adam 
2rcke the fir5# Link in the Chain whereby Markind 
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was united to God, and all the other Parts which 
depended upon it are neceſiarily ſeparated from him. 
From hence the Scripture ſaith, that by Nature we are 
Children of Wrath, Ephel. 2. 3. that is, liable to 
Puniſhment, and that hath relation to Guilt. 

And of this we have convincing Experience in 
the common Evils which afflict Mankind, before the 
commiſſion of any attual Sin. The Cries of Infants 
who are only eloquent to Grief, but d#nb to all things 
elſe, diſcover thar. Miſeries attend them. The Tears 
which are born with their Eyes, ſignify they are 
come into a State of Sorrow. How many Troops 
of Deadly Diſcaſes are ready to ſeize on them imme- 
diately aftcr their Entrance into the World ? which 
are the apparent Fſte&s of God's Diſpleaſure, and 
therefore argue Man to be guilty of ſome great 
Crime from his Birth {z). The Ignorance of this 
made the Heathens accuſe Nature, and blaſpheme 
God under that Mask, as leſs kind and indulgent ta 
Man than to the Creatures below him. They are 
not under ſo hard a Law of coming into the World. 
They are preſently inſtrufted to Swim, to Flie, to 
Run for their Preſervation. They are cloathed by 
Nature, and their Habits grow in praportion with 
their Bodies, ſome with Feathers, {ome with Wool, 
others with Scales which are both Habit and Ar- 
mour : But Man who is alone ſenſible of Shame, is 
born naked, and though of a more delicate Temper, 
is more expoſed to Imjuries by diſtemper'd Scaſons, 
and utterly unable to repel or avoid the Evils that 
encompaſs him. Now the Account the Scripture 
gives of Or:ginal Sin filences all theſe Complaints. 
Man is a Tranſgreſlor from the Womb, and how 
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can he expett a favourable Reception into the Em- 
pire of an offended God? Briefly, ſometimes Death 
enters into the Retirements of Nature, and changes 
the Womb into a Grave ; which proves, that aſloon 
as we partake of the hu2nane Nature, we are guilty 
of the Sin that is common to it ; For the Wages of 
Sin is Death, Rom. 6. 23. Adam in his innocent 
State had the Priviledg of Immortality, but by him 
Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo 
Death paſſed upon all Men, Rom. 5. 12, 14, 17. as a 
juſt Sentence upen the guilty, for that all Men have 
linned. 

2. An Hereditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all 
that naturally deſcend from him. If Adam had 
contitmed in his Obedience, the ſpiritual as well as 
the natural Life had been conveyed to his Children, 
but for his Rebellion he loſt his Premitzve ReCtitude, 
and contracted an univerſal Corruption ; which he 
derives to all his Poſterity. And as ina Diſeaſe there 
is the defett of Health, and a diſtemper of the H#- 
moxrs that affefts the Body ; ſo in the depravaion of 
Nature there is not the meer want of Holineſs, but 
a ſtrong procl-vity to Sin. This Privation of Ori- 
gmnal Righteouſneſs conſtder'd as a Sin, is naturally 
from Adam, the principle of {apſed and corrupt Na- 
tare : But as a Puniſhment, 'tis meritorzouſly from 
him, and falls under the Ordination of Divine 
Juſtice. Man caſt it away, and God righteouſly re- 
fuſes to reſtore it. Tis a ſollicitous Impertinency 
to enquire nicely about the manner of conveying 
this »nverſal Corruption. For the bare knowledg 
of it is ineffecnal to the Cure, And what greater 
folly than to make our own Evils the Obje# of ſim- 
ple Speculation ? I ſhall conſider only that general 
account of it which is ſet down 1n the Scripture. 

'Tis the univerſal and unchangeable Law of Na- 
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ture, that every thing produce its like, not only in 
regard of the-lame Nature that is propagated from 
one JTndividia! to another, without a-change of the 
Species, but in reſpect of the Qualities with which 
that Mature is eminently affefted, This 1s viſible 
in the ſeveral kinds of Creatures in the World, they 
all preſerve the nature of the Principle from whence 
they are derived, and retain the ve of their Ori-: 
g:aal, the quality of their Extrat:ov, Thus our Sa- 
viour tells us, at. 7. 18, that the fruit partakes of 
the rottenneſs of the Tree : and whatever ts born of the 
Fleſlr, is Fleſs; jeh, 2.6. The Title of Fleſh doth 
not ligniiie the 24terial part of our Humanity, but 
"the Corruption of Sin with which the whole Nature 
is infected. This is evident by the deſcription the 
Apoſtle gives of it ; That the Fleſh is not ſubject to the 
Law of God, Rom. 8.7. and that which aggravates 
the Evil is, that it can't be. Sinful Corruption 1s 
expreft by this Title, partly in-regard it is tranſ{- 
mitted 7 the way of carnal propagation ; Behold, 
1 was ſhapes ia Iniquity, and im Sin did my Mother 
conceive me, Plal..51.5. And partly in regard 'tis 
excrciſed by the carnal Members. T lis Corruption 
is a Pauſon 1o inbtile, that it picrces into all the 
Towers of the Scul;z ſo contagious, that it infetts 
all the Actions ; io odftinate, that only O-mn:potent 
Grace can hcal ic. More particularly, 


I, 'Tis aa mate Habit, not meerly acquir'd by 


imatioz., The root of bitterneſs is planted in the 
Humane N2ture, and produces its fruits in the va- 
£10us icaſons of Liſe. No age is free from its work- 
ing ; Evcry imagination of the. Thoughts of Mans 
Heart are only evil, and continually evil ,, Gen.6.5. We 
lec this verified in Children, when the. molt early 
2-35 of their Reaſon, and the fit Inſtances of their 
SA pprcyention are in Sm, If we aſcend higher, and 
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conſider Man in his Infant-ſtate, the vicious Incli- 
nationswhich appear in the Cradle, the violent mo- 
tions of Anger which diſturbs Suctl:ngs, their en- 
deavour to exerciſe a weak Revenge on thoſe that 
diſpleaſe them, convince us that the Corruption is 
natural, and proceeds from an infeted Original. 

2. As?tis Natural, fo Univerſal. Who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ? Job 14.4. That is, How 
can a Righteous Perſon be born ot. a Sinner ? The 
Anſwer is peremptory, Not ove. The Fountain was 
poiſon'd in Adam,and all the Streams partake of the 
Infeftion. All that are derived from him in a na- 
tural way, and have a relation to him as their 
common Father, are ſharers in this depravation. 
What difference ſoever there 1s in their Cl:mates, 
Colours and external Conditions of Life, yct the 
Blood from whence they ſpring taints them all. 

3. Corrupt Nature is pregnant with the Sceds of 
all Sin, tho they do not ſhoot forth together : And 
for this ſeveral accounts may be given. 1. Though 
all Sins agree in their Caſe and End, yet ſome are 
contrary in their Exerciſe. 2. The Humane Spirit 
is not capable of many Paſllions in their height at 
the ſame time ; and *tis the art of our Spiritual F- 
nemies to ſuit their Temptations to the Capacity 
of Man. 3. As the fame Poiſon produces ditterent 
Effects in different Bodies, according to thoſe vari- 
ous Humours which are predominant in them ; ſo the 
{ame Corruption of Nature works variouſly ac- 
cording to the different Tempers of Men. For 
though the conceptzon of Sin depends immediately 
upon the Soul, 'yet to the bringing of it forth the 
concurrence of the external Faculties is requiſite. 
Thus a Yolupruary who is reſtrain'd from the groſs 
Acts of Senſualiry by a Diſeaſe, or Age, may be as 
VICclous in his Deſires, as another who follows the 
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pernicious ſwing of his Appetite, having a vigorous 
Complexion. Briefly, The variety of Cironmſtan- 
ces by which the inward Corruption is excited and 
drawn forth, makes a great difference as to the 0- 
pen and viſible afs of it. Thus an ambitious Per- 
ſon who uſes Clemency to accompliſh his deſign, 
would exercſe Cruelty if ?*twere neceflary to his 
end. 

'Tis true, ſome are really more temperate, and 
exempted from the Tyranny of the Fleſh than others. 
Cicero was more vertuous than Cati/ne, and Socra- 
res than Ariſtophanes : But theſe are priviledged 
Perſons, in whom the efficacy of Divine Providence 
either by forming them in the Womb, or in their 
Education, or by conducting them in their mature 
Ape, hath corrected the malignity of Nature. Al 
An have ſinn d, and come ſhort of the Glory of God's 
Tmage ; Rom. 3.23. And that Sin breaks not forth 
ſo outragiouſly in ſome as in others, the reffraint 
is from an higher Principle than common and cor- 
rupt Nature. 

4+ This Corruption though Natural, yet ?its 
Voluntary and Culpable. 

1. In ſome reſpects ®tis Yoluntary : 1. In its Prin- 
ciple and Cauſe, the Will of Adam that originally 
was ours. All Habits receive their Charatter from 
thoſe Acts by which they are produced ;, and as the 
Diſobedience of Adam was voluntary, 10 is the De- 
pravation that ſprung from it. 2. "Tis inherent in 
the Will. If Adam had derived a Leprofſie to all 
Men, it were an involuntary Evil; Becauſe the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Body are foreign to the Soul : But 
when the Corruption invades the ternal Faculties, 
*tis denominated from the Sbjet wherein ?tis ſeated. 
3. ?Tis voluntary in its effe&ts, the numberleſs 
actual Sins proceeding fram it : and if the -_ 
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that freely flow from this Corruption are voluntary, 
the Principle muſt be of the ſame nature. 

2. *Tis Culpable. The formality of Sin conſiſts 
in its oppoſition to the Zaw, according to the defi- 
nition of the Apoſtic, Sin i a tranſgrtſſion of the 
Law. Now the Law requires an entire re&:tude in 
all the Faculties. It condemns corrupt Inclinations, 
the Originals as well as the Ads of Sin. Beſides, 
Concupiſcence was not inherent in the Humane Na- 
ture 1n its Creation, but was contracted by the 
Fall. The Soul is ſtript of its zatzve Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs, and inveſted with contrary 
Qualities. - There is as great a difference between 
the Corruption of the Soul in its degenerate State, 
and its primitive Purity, as between the loathſom- 
neſs of a Carcaſe, and the beauty of a lving Boay. 
Sad change ! and to be lamented with Tears of 
Confuſion, | 

That the Sin of .4dam ſhould be ſo fatal to all his 
Poſterity, is the moſt difficult part in the whole or- 
der of Divive Providence. Nothing more offends 
carnal Reaſon, which forms many ſpecious ObjeCti- 
ons againſt it TI will briefly conſider then. 

Since God ſaw that Adam would not reſiſt the 
Temptation, and that upon his Fall the whole race 
of Mankind, which he ſupported as the Foundati- 
on, would ſink into ruine, why did he not confirm 
him againſt it ? was it not within his Power, and 
_ ſuitable to his Wiſdom, Holinces and Good- 
neſs { 

To this I anſwer. 

1, The Divine Power could have preſerved Man 
11 his Integrity, either by laying a reſtraint on the 
Apoſtate Angels that they ſhould never have made 
an attempt upon him ; or by keeping the Under- 
tanding waking and vigilant to diſcover the dan- 


ger 
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ger of the Temptation, and by fortifying ' the 
” Will, and rendring it impenetrable to the fiery 
darts of Satan, without any prejudice to its free- 
dom. Fer that doth not conſilt in an abſolute In- 
difference; but in a judicious and deliberate choice ; 
fo that when the Soul is nor led by a blind inſtin&, 
nor ford by a forcign Power, but embraces what 
it knows and approves, It then enjoys the molt true 
Liberty *. Thus 1n the glorified Spirits above, by 
the full and conſtant Light of the Mind, the Will 
is indeclinably fix'd upon its ſupreme Good,and this 
is its Crown and Perfection. 

2, It was moſt ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, 
to leave Man to ſtand or fall by his own choice : 

1, Todiſcover the necellary dependance of all 
/econd Cauſes upon the firi#, No Creature is abſo- 
lutely 7mpeccable, but the molt perfect 15 liable to 
Imperſcttion. He that is efſentzally, is only unchange- 
ably Good. Intinite Goodneſs alone excludes all 
roſſibilicy of receiving Corruption. The Fall of 
Angels and Man convince us, that therc is one ſole 
Being immutably Pure and Holy, on whom all 
depend, and without whoſe Influence they cannot 
be, or mult be cternally miſcrable. 

2. 'Twas very fit that Adam ſhould be firſt in a 
tate of Trial, before he was confirm'd in his Hap- 
mineſs. The reaſon of it is clear, he was left to 
his own Judgment and Elettion, that Obedrence might 
He his choice, and in the performance of it he might 
acquire a Tile to the Reward. A determinating 
Vertue over him had crolt the exd of his Creation, 
which was to glorifie God in ſuch a free manner. 


Therefore in Paradiſe there were amiable Objetts 
to 


* Quando Anima canta ſariabitur vifione, $& ranra inflammab1 . 
cur Charitate ſuperioris boni, ut ad ſeipſam fibi placendo dett- 
cereab illius dil-Atcne non poſſit, Ag, Liv. g. cot, - Jul, 
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to allare the lower Faculties, before they were di(- 
ordered by him. The forbidden Fruit had beauty 
to irvite the Eye,- and ſweetnels to delight the Pa- 
late, And if upon the competition of the Senſual 
with the /ztellettual Good he had rejected the one 
and choſe the other, he had been rats'd to an un- 
changeable ſtate; his Innocence had been crown*d 
with Perſeverance. As the Angels who continued 
in their Duty, when the relt revolted, are finally 
eſtabliſh'd in their Integrity and Felicity. And the 
Apoſtle gives us an account of this order, when he 
tells us, 1 Cor. 15. 46. That was firſt which was natu- 
ral, then that which is ſpiritual and ſupernatural, Man 
was creatcd in ſtate of Perfection, but ?*was na- 
tural, therefore mutable, the confirming of him 
iminediately had been Grace, which belongs to a 
more exccllent Diſpenſation. Now to bring Man 
from not being to a ſupernatural ſtate, without 
trial of the middle ſtate of Nature, was not fo 
congruous to the Divine Wiſdom. 

3. The permiſſion of the Fall doth not rcfleft on 
the Divine Purity : For, 

11- Man was made Upright; He had no inward 
Corruption to betray him ; There was Antidote e- 
nough in his Nature to expel the ſtrongelt Temp- 
tation. 

2, God was not -bound to hinder the commrſſ:or; 
of Sin: *Tis a true Maxime, that m debitis cauſa dc 
fictens efficit moraliter : But God is not only free 
from ſubjeCtion to a Law, as having no Superiour, 
but was under no voluntary Obligation by Promiſe 
to prevent the Fall. 

3. Neither doth that firſ# A& of Sin rellect on 
God's unſpotted Providence which (uſſer'd it, as if 
SIn were In any degree allowed by Him. The Holy 
Law which God gave to direct Man, the terriblc 
Threat - 
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Threatning annext to warn him, declare his irre- 
concileable Hatred againſt Sin. He permits innu- 
merable Sins every day, yet He is as jealous of the 
Honour of his Holineſs now, as in the beginning. 
"Tis the worſt Impicty for the Sinner to think God 
like himſelf, Pſal. 5o. 21. as if he took complacency 
in Sin, becauſe he is ſilent for a time and ſuffers the 
commiſſion of it. In the next ſtate he will fully 
vindicate his Glory, and convince the whole 
World of his eternal averſation from Sin, by in- 
Aicting on Sinners the moſt dreadful and durable 
Torments. 

4+ The goodneſs of God 1s not diſparag?d by 
permitting the Fall: This appears by conſidering, 

1. That God beſtowed on Man an excellent 4 
ing, and a happineſs that might ſatisfie his Na- 
ture, conſider?d as humane, or holy. But he per- 
yerted the Favours of God to his diſhonour, and 
this doth not leflen the Goodneſs that gave them. 
Tis unreaſonable to judg of the value of a Bene- 
fit by the ingrateful abuſe of the Receiver, and 
not from its own Nature. ?Tis a choſen {:ſery 
' that is come upon Man, and not to be imputed to 
any defe& of the Divine Goodneſs. 

2. God is infinitely good notwithſtanding the 
entrance of Sin and Miſery into the World. We 
muſt diſtinguiſh between Natural and Yoluntary A- 
gents, Natural Agents have no power to ſuſpend 
their A#s, but are entirely determin'd, and their 
Operations are ad extremum virium, to the utmoſt of 
their efficacy. If there were infinite degrees of 
Heat, there would be no Cold, it being overcome 
by the force of its contrary. But God 1s a wiſe 
and free Agent, and as he is Infinite in Goodneſs 
ſo the exerciſe of it is veluntary, and only fo far as 


he pleaſes. 
3. God 


in Conttiving Yan's Redempfion, 47 

3. God is an Omnipotent Good, and *tis his pe- 
caliar Glory to bring Good out of Evil, that by 
the oppoſition and luſtre of Contraries his Good- 
neſs might be the more conſpicuous. To ſpeak 
{tri&tly;Sin is the only Evil in the World : for all the 
reſt which appear ſo to 6ur Fancies and Appetites, 
are either abſolutely good, or upon the fuppoſal of 
Sin : v3, either for the Reformatzon of Sinners, or 
for the raine of the Obſtinate,. Now the Evs{ of 
Sin God permitted as a fit occaſion for the more 
glorious diſcovery of his Attributes, in fending his 
Son into the World to repair his Image which was 
defac'd, and to raiſe Man from an EZarthly to Ce- 
leſtial Happineſs. 1 ſhall conclude with the excel- 
lent Anſwer of St. Aaſtin to the Adverſary of the 
Law and Prophets * : Quibus autem videtar fic ho= 
minem' fieri debuiſſe ut peccare nollet, non ets diſpliceat 
ſic eſſe fattum, ut non peccare poſſer, ſi nollet, Nu= 
quid enim 6 melior eſſet qui non poſſet peccare, ideo nox 
benefatlus eſt qus poſſet & non peccare ? An vero uſque 
adeo deſipienditm eſt, ut homo videat melius atiquid fiers 
debuiſſe, & huc Deum vidiſſe non putet ? Aut putet vi- 
difſe & credat facere noluifſe * Aut voluiſſe quidem C& 
minime potuifſe ? Avertat hoc Deus @ Cordibus piorum. 
The ſubſtance of which is this, That *tis an impi- 
ous folly to imagine that God was either defective 
in Wiſdom, not to know what was tbe beſt ſtate 
for Man in his Creation ; or defeftive in Goodnefs 
that knowing it, he would not confer it upon him ; 
or defective in Power, that willing, he was unable 
to make him better. 

There 1s another Objeftion vehemently urg'd, 
that the imputation of Adam's Sin to all his Poſte- 
rity who were not cxiſtent at that time, a_ 
di 
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did not give their perſonal conſent to the Treaty 
between God and him, 1s inconſiſtent with Juſtice. 
To this I anſwer. 

1. The terms of the firſt Covenant are ſuch, 
that the common Reaſon of Mankind cannot juſtly 
refuſe. For ſuppoſe all the Progeny of Adam had 
appear*d with him before their Creator, and this 
had been propounded, that God would make an a- 
greement with their common Father on their behalf, 
that if he continued in his Obedience, they ſhould 
enjoy a happy Immortality ; if he declined from 
it, they ſhould be depriv'd of Bleſledneſs : What 
ſhadow of Exception can be forn'd againſt this 
Propoſal ? For God who is the Maſter of his own 
Favours,and gives them upon what terms he pleaſes, 
might upon their refuſal have juſtly annihilated 
them. The Command was equal, and his Obedi- 
ence for all was as ealic, as that of eyery particular 
Perſon for himſelf. 

Beſides, Adam was as much concern'd to obſerve 
the Conditions of the Covenant, for ſecuring his 
own Intereſt, as theirs, and after a ſhort time of 
trial they ſhould be confirm'd in their Bleſſedneſs. 
By all which *tis apparent how reaſonable the Con- 
ditions of the or:gizal Agreement between God 
and Man are. 

2, God hath a power over our Wills ſuperiour 
to that we our ſclves have. It God offers a Cove- 
2ant to the Creature, the terms being equal, it be- 
comes a Law, and conſent 1s due as an att of Obe- 
dience. And if a Community may appoint one of 
their number to be their Repreſentative, to tranſact 
Afﬀairs of the greateſt moment, and according to 
his management, the benefit, or damage, ſhall ac- 
crue to them, becauſe he is reckon'd to perform the 
Wills of them all ; May not God who hath a ſu- 
Prems 


tt Contrivitg Dan's Redemption. 49 


preme Dominion over us, conſtitute Adam the Re- 
preſentative of Mankind ( Yid.Ward de peccat. ori- 
gin.) and unite the conſent of all in his general 
Will, fo that as he fulfilled or negle&ted his Duty, 
they ſhould be happy or miſerable ? This Conſide- 
ration alone, that the' firſt Covenant was order'd 
by God, may perfectly ſatisfie all enquiries. As 
Salvian having confeſt his Ignorance in the reaſons 
of ſome diſpoſitions of Providence, filences all 
Objettions with this ; Nhil in has re opus eſt aliquid 
audire, ſatis fit pro univerſis rationibus Author Dems. 
( Saly. lib. 3. de Prov.) Neither is this a meer ex= 
trinſick Argument, as Authority uſuolly is, becauſe 
there is an #ztrznſick reaſon of this Authority, the 
abſolute Reftitude and Juſtice of God's Nature, 
Who is righteous it all bis ways, and holy in all bis 
works ; Pfal. 145. 17+ 


CHAP. IV. 


The poſſibility of Mans Recovery by bis Natural 
Power. He cannot regain bs Primitive Holineſs: 
The Underſtanding and Will the ſuperiour Fa- 
cultics are deprawd., The Mind ts ignorent and in- 
ſenſible of our Corruption. The Will i more de- 
prav'd than the Mind. It embraces only Senſual 
Good, Carnal Objects are wonnding to the Con- 
tcience, and unſatisfying to the Aﬀections, yet the 
Wil eagerly purſues them, The moral Impotence, 

. that ariſeth from a perverſe Diſpoſition of the Will, 
z culpable. Neither the Beauty nor the Reward 
of Holineſs can prevail upon the unrenewed Will: 
Guilty Man tannot recover the Favorr of God: 
. He is table. to make Satisfaction to Fultice, He 

E. {f 
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25 incapable of real Repentance, which might quali- 
fee him for Pardon, 


V Hen Adam was expell'd from Paradsſe, the 

entrance was guarded by a flaming Sword ; 
to ſgnifie, That all hopes of Return by the 
way of Nature are cut off for ever. He loſt his 
Right, and could not recover it by Power. The 
chiefeſt Ornaments of Paradiſe are the Image and 
Favour of Ged, of which he is juſtly depriv'd: 
and there 1s no poſlibility for him to regain them. 
What can he expect f:om his own Reaſon, that be- 
trayed him to ruin? If it did not ſupport him 
when he ſtood, how can it raiſe him when he is 
fallen? If there were a power in lapſed Man to re- 
ſtore himſelf, it would exceed the or:gmmal Power 
he had to wil and obey: Ir being infinitely more diffi- 
cult for a dead Man to riſe, than for a {/:ing Man to 
put forth viral Actions. 

For the clearer opening of this Point, concer- 
ning Man's abſolute Diſability to recover his Prims- 
tive State, I will diſtznitly conſider it, with reſpect 
to the Image and Favour of God, upon which his 
Bleſſedneſs depends. 

1. He cannot recover his Primitive Holineſs. 
This will appear by conſidering, that whatſoever 
is corrupted in 1ts noble parts, can never reſtore it 


ſelf ; the power of an External Agent is requiſite 


for the recovering of its Integrity. This is veri- 
fed by innumerable inſtances, in things Arrifi- 
cial and Natural. If a Clock, be diſorder'd by a 
fall, the Workman muſt mend it, before it can be 
uſeful. If Wine that is rich and generous, declines 
by the loſs of Spirits, it can never be revived with- 
out a new ſupply. In the hxmane Body, where 
there 15 a more zoble form, and more powerful to 
redreſs 
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redreſs any evil that may happen to the parts; if a 
Gangrene ſeize on any Member, nothing can reſiſt 
its courſe but the application of outward means ; 
ir cannot be cured by the izternal Principles of its 
Conſtitution. And proportionably in moral A- 
gents, when the Faculties which are the Principles 
of Attion are corrupted, it is impoſlible, without 
the virtue of a Divine Cauſe, they ſhould ever be 
reſtor'd to their Or:9inal Reftitude. As the Image 
of God was at firſt imprinted on the Humane Nas 
ture by Creation, ( Epheſ. 4. 24.) ſo the renewed 
Image is wrought in him by the ſame creating 
power. This will be more evident by conlidering; 
that inward and deep Depravation of the Unders 
| ſtanding and Will, therwo ſuperiour Faculties which 
command the reſt. 

1. The Under/tanding bath loſt the Right appre- 
benſion of things. AS Sin began in the Darkneſs of 
the Mind, ſo one of its worſt Fffetts is. the encrea- 
ſing that Darkneſs which can only be diſpell'd by a 
ſepernaturat Light. Now what the Eye is to the 
Body, that is the Mind for the directing the Will = 
and condutting the Life. Ard if the Light that is ir A 
us be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs? Mat:6.2 3. \ 
How irregular aud dangerous muſt our Motions be ? 

Not only the lower part of the. Soul is under 2 

dreadful Diſorder ; but the Sp:rir, of the Mind, the F 

drvine#t Part is depraved with Ignorance and Error: +4 

Epheſ. 4. 23. The Light of Reaſon is not pure 5 

but as the Sz when with its Beams it fene* © own 

peſtilential Influences, and corrupts the Arr i 

lightning it, ſo the carnal Mind corrupts 

Man, by repreſenting Good as Evil, 5 

Good, The Wiſdom of the ' Fleſh is En 

God. And the ApBns, deſcribes the | 
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5 incapable of real Repentance, which might quali- 
fie him for Pardon, 


VA VG Adam was expelld from Paradsſe, the 
entrance was guarded by a flaming Sword ; 
to ſignifie, That al hopes of Return by the 
way of Nature are cut. off for ever. He loſt his 
Right, and could not recover it by Power. The 
chiefeſt Ornaments of Paradiſe are the Image and 
Favour of Gcd, of which he is juſtly depriv'd : 
and there is no poſlibility for him to regain them. 
What can he expect fiom his own Reaſon, that be- 
trayed him to ruin? If it did not ſupport him 
when he ſtood, how can it raiſe him when he is 
fallen? If there were a power in lapſed Man to re- 
ſtore himſelf, it would exceed the or:gmnal Power 
he had to wil and obey: Ir being infinitely more diffi- 
cult for a dead Man to riſe, than for a l/iing Man to 
put forth vial Actions. 

For the clearer opening of this Point, concer- 
ning Man's abſolute Diſability to recover his Prims- 
tive State, I will dtinitly conſider it, with reſpect 
to the Image and Favour of God, upon which his 
Bleſſedneſs depends. 

1. He cannot recover his Primitive Holineſs. 
This will appear by conſidering, that whatſoever 
is corrupted in Its noble parts, can never reſtore it 
ſelf ; the power of an External Agent is requiſite | 
for rhe recovering of its Integrity. This 1s veri- 
fed by innumerable inſtances, in things Arrifi- 
cial and Natural. If a Clock, be diſorder'd by a 
fall, the Workman muſt mend ir, before it can be 
uſeful. If Wine that is rich and generous, declines 
by the loſs of Spirits, it can never be revived with- 
out a new ſupply. In the hxmane Body, where 
there 15 a more #oble form, and more powerful. to 
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redreſs any evil that may happen to the parts; if a 
Gangrene ſeize on any Member, nothing can reſiſt 
its courſe but the application of outward means ; 
ir cannot be cured by the internal Principles of its 
Conſtitution. And proportionably in moral A- 
gents, when the Faculties which are the Principles 
of Attion are corrupted, it is impoſſible, without 
the virtue of a Divine Cauſe, they ſhould ever be 
reſtor'd to their Or:ginal Reftitude. As the Image 
of God was at firſt imprinted on the Humane Nas 
ture by Creation, ( Epheſ. 4. 24. ) ſo the renewed 
Image is wrought in him by the ſame creating 
power. This will be more evident by conſidering; 
that inward and deep Depravation of the Unders 
{ ſtanding and Will, therwo ſuperiour Faculties which 
command the reſt. 

1. The Underjtanding bath loſt the Right appre- 
benſion of things. As Sin began in the Darkneſs of 
the Mind, ſo one of its worſt Ffetts is. the encrea- 
ſing that Darkneſs which can only be diſpell'd by a 
ſupernatural Light. Now what the Eye is to the 
Body, that is the Mind for the direfting the Will 
and conduCting the Life. And if the Light that is ir4 
us be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs? Mat:6.23. 
How irregular aud dangerous muſt our Motions be ? 
Not only the lower part of the Soul is under a 
dreadful Diſorder ; but the Sprrir. of the Mind, the 
divinest Part is depraved with Ignorance and Errors 
Epheſ. 4. 23. The Light of Reaſon is not pure z 
but as the Sz when with its Beams it ſends down 
peſtilential Influences, and corrupts the Arr in the en- 
lightning it, ſo the carnal Mind corrupts the whole 
Man, by repreſenting Good as Evil, and Evil a5 
Good, The Wiſdom of the Fleſo is Enmity againit 
God. And the — deſcribes the State hr 
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Gentsle World, Epheſ. 4. 11. That their Underſtand- 
ings were d; irkened, being alienated from the Life of 
God, through the Ignorance that is in them, becauſe of 
the blindneſs of their Hearts. The Corruption of 
their Manners proceeded from their Minds. For 
all Vertue: are directed by Reaſon in their Exerciſe, 
fo that if the Underitanding be darkened, all vertu- 
ous Operations ceale." 

Belides, corrupt Man being without Light and 
Life, can neither dilcern, nor feel his Miſery ; the 
. carnal Mind is inſenlible of its Infirmity, ignorant 
of its Ignorance, and {ſuffers under the incurable 
Extreams of being blind, and imagining that ?tis 
very clear-ſighted. More particularly, the Reaſons 
why the carnal Mind hath not a due ſenſe of ſinful 
Corruption, are, 


I. Becauſe 'tis natural, and cleaves to the Princs- 
ples of our Being, from the Birth and Conception, 
and zatural things do not atteCt us. 

2. ”Tis confirmed by Cuſtom, which is a ſecond 
Matic e, and hath a ſtrange Power to ſtupify Conſci- 
ence and render it inſenſible. As the Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerved concerning the Roman Souldiers, that by con- 
ſtant uſe their Arms wereno more a Burthento them 
than their natural Members. 

3. In the eration from the Infant-ſtate, to the 
Age of diſcerning, Man 1s incapable of obſerving 
tus ative Corruption : ſince at firſt he aCts evilly, 
and 1s in conſtant Converſation with Sinners, who 
bring Vice into his Acquaintance z and by making 1 it 
familiar, leſſen the horror and eaverſation from it. 
Beſides, thoſe corrupt and nnmerous Examples 
wherewith he ts encompaſt, call forth his ſinful In- 
clinations, which as they arc heightened by =” 
tc 
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ted Acts, and become more ſtrong and obſtinate, ſo 
leſs ſenſible to him. And by this we may underſtand 
how irrecoverable Man is by his own Reaſon. The 
firſt Step to our Cure is begun in the know/ledg of our 
Diſeaſe, and this Diſcovery is made by the Under- 
ſtanding, when 'tis ſeeing aud vigilant, not when 
"tis blind. A Diſeaſe in the Body 1s perceived by 
the Mind, but when the Soul is- the atlected Part, 
and the ref:itude of Reaſon 1s loſt, there is no re- 
maining Principle to give notice of it- And as that 
Diſeaſe is moſt dangerous which {trikes at the Life, 
and is without Pain ; for Pain is not the chief Evil, 
but ſuppoſes it, 'tis the Spur of Nature urging us to 

ſeek tor Cure : So the Corruption of the Underitand- 

ing is very fatal to Man ; for although he labours 

under many pernicious Luſts, which in the Itſne will 

prove deadly, yet ke is inſenlible of them, and from 

thence follows a Carelcſneſs and Contempt of the 
means for his Recovery. 

2. The Corruption of the Will is more incurable 
than that of the Mind. For 'tis full not only of 
| Impotence, but Contrariety to what is ſpiru nally 
good. There are ſome weak Striftures of Truth in 
lapſed Man, but they die in the Brain, and are pow- 
erleſs and ineffeCtual 2s to the Will, which ruſhes 
into the Embraces of worldly Objetts. This the u- 
niverſal Experience of Mankind lince the Fall doth 
evidently prove, and the Account of it is in the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 

1. There is a ſtrong Inclination in Man to Happi- 
neſs. This Deſire is born and brought up with him, 
and is common to all that partake of the reaſonable 
Nature. From the Prince to the pooreſt Wretch ; 
from the moſt knowing to the meaneſt in Underſtan- 


ding, every one deſires to be happy : As the great 
= Flames 
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Flames and the little Sparks of Fire all naturally aſ- 
cend to their Sphere. 
2. Theconſtituting of any thing, tobe our Hap- 


pineſs, is the firſt and univerſal Maxim, from whence 


all moral Conſequences are derived. Tis the Rule 


of our Deſires, and the End of our Af:ons. As in 
zatural things, the Principles of their Produftion 
operate according to theirquality, ſoin moral things 3 
the End is as powerful to form the Soul for its O- 7 

rations in order to it. Therefore as all deſire to | 

happy» fo they apply themſelves to thoſe Means, F 
which appear to be convenicnt for the obtaining 


of it. 


3. Every one frames a Happineſs according to his |: 
Temper. The Apprehenſions of it are anſwerable !z 
to the Diſpoſitions of the Perſon. For Felicity is | 
the Pleaſure which ariſes from the harmonious Agree- [3 
ment between the Object and the Appetite (/). Now 3 


Man by his original and contracted Corruption is a 
together carnal, he inherits the Serpents Curſe to 
creep on the Earth, he cleaves to defiling and deba- 


ſing Objects, and is only qualified for ſe»ſual Satiſ- | 


factions. The Soul is incarnated, and it ſhapes a 
Happineſs toit ſelf, in the Enjoyment of thoſe things 


- A 
We 


4 


which are delicious to the Senſes. The Shadow of Þ 


Felicity 1s purſued with equal ardour, as that which 
15-real and ſubſtantial, The ſupreme Part of Man, 
the Underſtanding, is emp!oy d to ſerve the lower 
Faculties, Reaſon is uſed to make him more ingent- 
ous and Juxurious in Senſuality : So much more bru- 
gh than the Brztes is he become, when beſides that 
part which is ſo by its natural condition,the moſt noble 

part 
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part is made ſo by unnatural Choice and Corrupti- 
on. From hence the Apoſtle gives an univerſal 
Charafter of Men in their corrupt State, Tz. 3. 3. 
That they are fooliſh and diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
= divers Luifts and Pleaſures. This purſuit of ſenſual 
®Z Pleaſure is the Service of a Slave, which bath no 0- 
7 ther Law of his Life but the Will of his Maſter. The 
3 Servitude is divers, but all are Slaves > the Chains 
3 are not the ſame, ſome are more glittering but not 
| _ weighty, and eyery one 13 deprived of true Li- 
erty. 
But the Bondageis ſo pleaſing,that corrupted Man 
* prefers it before ſpiritual and real Freedom. Senſua} 
2 Luſts blind the Underſtanding, ard bind the Will 
3 ſo,that he is unable, becauſe unwilling) to reſcue him- 
* ſelf. Heis deluded with the falſe Appearance: of 
s Liberty, and imagines that to live according to Rule 
is a ſlaviſh Confinement. As if the Horſe were free, 
3 becauſe his Rider allows him a full career in a pleaſant 
1 Road, when the Bridle is in his Mouth, and he 5 un- 
[4 der its imperious Check at pleaſure. Or a Galley- 
. 13 ſlave were free, becauſe the Veſſel wherein he rows 
| 7 with ſo much toil, roams over the vaſt Ocear. And 
; 7 whereas there are two Conſiderations which are pro- 
"7 per to convince Man that the full and unconfin*d En- 
joyment of worldly things cannot make him happy, 
becauſe they are wounding to the Conſcience, and 
unſatisfying to the Aﬀections ; yet theſe are inef- 
feftual to take him off from an eager purſuit of 
them. I will particularly conſider this, to ſhew how 
unable Man in his lapſed Condition is to diſintangle 
himſelf from miſerable Vanities, and conſequently 
torecover his loſt Holineſs. | 
1. Senſual Pleaſures are wounding to the Conſci- 


ence. There is a ſecret acknowledgment in every 
G 4 Man's 
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Mans Breaſt of a ſuperiour Power to whom he muſt 
give an account, and though Conſcience be much 
impair'd. in its Integrity, yet ſometimes it recoils 
upon the Sinner by the Foulneſs af his Actions, and 
jts Teſtimony brings ſuch Terror, as makes Sin 
very unpleaſant. The Poet tells, us, that of al! the | 
Torments of Hell, the moſt cruel, and that which 
Excceds the reſt, is, 2 


Notie ateque ſtttm geſtare tn petlore teſtem, 


And how can the Sinner delight freely in that 
which vexesand frets the moſt v#ta{ and tender part ? 
He cannot enjoy his charming Lyuſts without Guilt, 
nor embrace them without the reluffancy of a con- | 
tradicting Principle within him. As the fear of | 
Polſon will imbitter the ſweeteſt Cup, fo the pureſt 
Pleaſures are allayed with afliting appreherſions of 
the future, and the Preſage of Judgment to come; 


Now Man in his Sezſual State tries always to diſarm | 


Conſcience, that he may pleaſe the lower Appetites | 
without regret. © 1 will inſtance in the principal. - \ 
1. He uſes mayy Pleas and Pretexts.to juſtify or 
extenvateithe evil, and if poſſible to ſatisfy Carmal- 
zy and* Conſcience too. Self-love,' which is the elo- 
quent. Advocate of Senſe, puts a varnyh upon Sin, 
to take off frpm its horrid Appearance; and endea- 
vours not only to colour the Object, bur to corrupt 
the Eye by a difpuiſing. Tin&zre, that the Sight of 
things may not. be according to 774th, but the, De- 
fire. Thus the Heathens allowed Intemperance, Un- 
cleanneſs,and other infamous Vices, 3s innocent Gra- 
tincations of Nature. Now .if 'the Principles 1a 
Van are polioned, ſo;that. Evi/-1s eſteemed good, he 
then lives 1n the quiet Practice of $11 without, re- 
- fechion 
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flection or remorſe. There 1s no Sting remains to 
awaken him out of Security. But if he cannot ſo 
far bribe Conſcience as to make it ſilent, or favou- 
rable to that which delights the Senſe, if he cannot 
eſcape its internal Condemnation, the next method 
is by a ſtrong diverſion to leſſen the Trouble. 

2, When the carnal Mind ſees nothing within but 
what torments, and finds an intolerable Pain in 
converſing with it ſelf, it runs abroad, and uſes all 
the Arts of Oblivion to loſe the remembrance of its 
true State. As Cazn, to drown the voice of Conſct- 
ence, fell a building Cities; and Saul, to diſpel his 
Melancholy, calPd for Mzſick, The Buſineſs and 
Pleaſures of this Life are dangerous Amuſements to 
divert the Soul, by the Repreſentation of what is pro- 
fitable or pleaſant, from conſidering the moral Qua- 
lities of Good and Evil. - Thus Conſcience, like an 
intermitting Pulſe, ceaſes for a while. Miſerable 
Conſolation ! which doth not remove, but conceal 
the Evil tall it be paſt remedy. But if Conſcience, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Evaſions, {till purſues a 
Sinner, and at times ſomething diſturbs his Reaſon 
and his Reſt, yet he will not part with carnal Plea- 
{ures. For being only acquainted with thoſe things 
that affect the Senſes, and having no reliſh of that 
Happineſs which is. ſublime and ſupernatural, if he 


/parts with them,he is deprived of all Delight, which 


15 to him a State more intolerable than that wherein 

there is a mixture of Delight and Torment. From 

hence it appears that the interpoſition of Conſcience, 

though with a flaming Sword between Man carnat, 

_ his beloved Objetts, is not effectual to reſtrain 
m. 

2. All worldly things are unſatisfying to the 
Aitections. There are three Conſiderations which 
&epretiate and leflen the value of any Gord. 

1. The 
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1. The ſhortneſs of its duration. 
2. If it brings only a flight pleaſure. 
3. If that Pleaſure be attended with Torments, 
ANl which are contrary to the eſſext:al Properties 
of the ſupreme Good, which 1s perpetual, and ſin- 
cere, without the leaſt mixture of evil, and pro- 
duces the higheſt delight to the Soul. Now all 
theſe concur to vilifie worldly things : 1. They are 
ſhort in their duration : 1a. 40. 6, 7. Not only the 
voice of Heaven, but of the Earth declares this, 
That all fleſh 1 graſs, and the glory of it as the flower 
of the graſs; 1 Pet.1.24,25. Life, the foundation of 
all Temporal Enzoyments, is but a Span* : The long- 
eſt Liver can meaſure in a thought the ſpace of 
time b2tween his Infant-ſtate and the preſent hour : 
how long fſoever, it ſeems as ſhort to him as the 
twinkling of an Eye. And all the glory of the 
Fleſh, as Titles, Treaſures, Delights, are as the 
flower of the Graſs, which 1s the moſt tender a- 
monegſt Vegetables, and ſo weak a ſubſiſtance, that 
a little breath of Wind, the hand of an Infant, 
the teeth of a Worm can deſtroy it. 7ke plea- 
fares of Sin ( under which Secular Greatneſs and 
Wealth are comprehended ) are but for a ſeaſon ; 
Heb. 11. 25. They are fo ſhort-livd, that they 
expire in the Birth, and die whillt they are taſted. 
Again; they bring only a flight Pleaſure, be- 
ing diſproportionable to the delires of the Soul. 
T hey are confin'd to the Senſes, wherein the Beaſts 
are more accurate than Mar, but can't reach to 
the upper and more comprehenſive Faculties : Eccleſ.1. 
Nay, they cannot ſatisfy the greedy Senſes, much 


leſs quiet the Spiritual and Immortal Appetite. 
What 
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What the Poer ſpeaks with aſtoniſhment of Alex. 
ander's inſatiable Ambition, 


e/Eſtuat infelix anguſto liemite mundhs, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow 
Priſon, wherein he was miſerable, and as it were 
ſuffocated, is true of every one. If the World 
was ſeated in the Heart of Man, it can no more 
fatisfy it, than the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the 
Stomach. Beſides, vexation 1s added to the vani- 
ty of worldly things. And that either becauſe the 
vehement delights of Senſe corrupt the Temper a- 
ment of the Body in which the viral Complexion 
conſiſts, and expoſe it to thoſe ſharp Diſeaſes, that 
it may be ſaid without an Hyperbole, That a thou- 
fand Pleaſures are not equal to one hours Pain that, 
attends them : Or, becauſe of the inward torture 
of the Mind, ariſing from the ſenſe of Guilt and 
Folly, which is the anticipation of Hell it ſelf, the 
beginning of eternal Sorrows. 

Now theſe things are not obſcure Articles of 
Faith, nor abſtrafted Dottrines, to be conſider'd on- 
ly by refined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as 
the Light, and verified by continual Experience : 
"Tis therefore ſtrange to amazement, that Man 
fhould ſearch after Happineſs in theſe things where 
he knows 'tis not to be found, and court real 1n- 
felicity under a deceitful appearance, when the 
Fallacy 1s tranſparent. Who from a Principle of 
Reaſon would chooſe for his Happineſs a real 
Good, which after a little time he ſbould be de- 
pri dof for ever? or a ſlight Good for ever ? as 
the ſight of a Piiure, or the hearing of Muſick. 
Yet thus unreaſonable 1s Man in his corrzpt ſtate, 

T whoſe 
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whoſe Soul is truly :zzortal, and capable of infinite | 
Bleſſedneſs, yet he chooſes thoſe delights which are 
neither ſatisfying nor laſting. And becauſe the Hu- 
mane Underſtanding from time to time is convinc'd | 
of the vanity of all ſablunary things, therefore to | 
lefſen the vexation which ariſes from Diſappoint- # 
ment, and that the Appetice may not be taken off ® 
from them, corrupted Man trics, 

1. By variety of Obes to preſerve uniformity in % 
Delight. The moſt pleaſing, if conhwd to them, Þ 
grow zauſcons and znſipid; after the expiring of a | 
tew moments there remains nothing bur ſatzety and 
ſickly reſentments : and then changcs are the reme- 
dies, to take off the wearineſs of one pleaſure by a- 
nother. The Humane Soul is under a perpetual in- | 
ſtability of reſtleſs deſires, it deſpiſes what it en- 
joyes, and values what is ew, as if Novelty and | 
Goodneſs were the ſame in all temporal things. And 
as the Bzrds remain in the Air by conſtant motion, 
without which they would quickly fall to the Earth *' 
as Other heavy Bodies, there being nothing ſol: to 1 
ſupport them ; ſo the Spirit of Man, by many un- | 
quiet agitations and continual changes, ſubſilts for a 
time, till at laft it falls into Diſcontent and Deſpair, 
the Center of corrupt Nature. 

2. When preſent things are unſatisfaftory, he 
entertains himfelf with Hope : for that being termi- 
nated on a fatzzre Object which is of a doubtful na- 
Lure, the Mind attends to thoſe Argyments which pro- 
duce a pleaſant elzef, to find that in ſeveral Obyetts, 
which it cannot In any ſingle one, and to make up 
In zamber, what Is wanting in #:eaſurc, whereas the 
preſent 15 manitfeit, and takes away all liberty of 
thinking. Upon this ground Senſual Pleaſure is 
more in expectation than fruitios : For Hope by a 

marvel- 
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marvellous Enchantment not only makes that which 
| is future preſent, but repreſenting in one view that 
* which cannot be enjoyed but in the Intervals of 
© Time; it unites all the ſucceſſive Parts in one Point, 
2? ſothart what is divided and leſſen d in the Fruition, 
> which is always gradual, is offer'd at once and en- 
2 tire. Thus Man carnal, deceived by the impertect 
> Light of Fancy, and the falſe Glaſs of Hope, choo- 
= fſcs a fittitiows Felicity. Man walks in a vain ſhew, 
= Pſal.3. 6. His orsginal Error hath produced this in 
Z its own Image. And although the complacency he 
| takes in ſenſual Obzetts is like the Joy of a diſtracted 
Perſon, the [Iſſne of Folly and 1kxſron, and Expert- 
Z ence diſcovers the Deceit that 1s in them ; as ſmel- 
* ling to an artificial Roſe undecetvyes the Eye ; yet he 
Z will embrace his Error. ar is in a voluntary 
# Dream, which repreſents to him the World as his 
Happineſs, and when he is awakened, he dreams a- 
gain, chooſing to be deceived with Delight rather 
y than to diſcover the Truth without it. This is ſet 
2 forth by the Prophet, 1/a. 57. 10. Thou art wearied 
in the Greatneſs of thy Way, yet ſaideft thou not there 
1 2 no Hope: that is, Thou art tired in the chaſe of 
4 Satisfaction from one thing to another, yet thou 
wouldſt not give over, but ſtill purſueſt thoſe Sha- 
! dows which can never be brought nearer to thee. 
And the true Reaſon of it is, that in the humane 
Nature there is an tenſe and continual Deſire of 
Pleaſure, without which Life it ſelf hath no Sati(- 
faction. For Life conſiſting in the operations of the 
Soul, either the external of the Senſes, or the internal 
of the Mind, ?tis ſweetned by thoſe Delights which 
are ſuitable to them. So that if all pleatant Opera- 
tions ceaſe, without poſlibility of returning, Death 
is more deſirable than Life. And in the corrupt 
State there 1s ſo ſtrict an Alliance between the Fleſh 
and 
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and Spirit, that there is but one Appetite between 
them, and that 1s of the Fleſh. 

All the Deſigns and Endeavours of the carnal Man 
are by fit means to obtain ſatisfaCtion to his Senſes - 
as if the Contentment of the Fleſh and the Happi- 
neſs of the Soul were the ſame thing ; or as if the 


Soul were to die with the Body, and with both, all 


Hopes and Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an 
end. The Fleſh is now grown abſolute, and hath 
acquir'd a perfect Empire, and taken a full poſſeſſion 
of all the Faculties. For this reaſon the Apoſtle tells 


us, Rom.$.7,8. They that are in the Fleſhcannot pleaſe” 


God. And the carnal Will us Enmity agamſt God, "tis 
ot ſubjet, neither can it be. ?Tis inſnar'd in the 
Cords of Concupiſcence, and cannot recover it ſelf 
from its tooli.h Bondage. But that doth not leſſen 
the Guilt; which will appear by conſidering there 
is a twofold Impotence. 
1. There 1s a natural Impotence which proteCts 
from the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man is bound to 
ſtop the Sxz in its courſe,or to remove Mountains : For 
the hxymane Nature was never endued with Faculties 
to do thoſe things. They are inculpably without 
our power. Now the Law enjoins nothing but what 
xm had in his Creation an or7:g5nal Power to per- 
orm 
2. There is a moral Impotence, which ariſes from 
a perverſe diſpoſition of the Will, and is join'd with 
a delight in Sin, and a ſtrong averſion from the holy 
Commands of God ; and the more deep and inve- 
terate this is, the more worthy 'tis of Puniſhment, 
Ariſtotle aſſerts, Ethic. 3. That thofe who contract 
invincible Habits by Cuſtom, are inexcuſable though 
they cannnt abſtain from Evil, For ſince Liberty 
conſiſts in doing what one wills, this Impoſlibility 
doth not deſtroy Liberty ; the Depravation of _ 
4 
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Faculties doth not hinder their voluntary Operations. 
The Underſtanding conceives, the Will chooſes, the 
Appetite delires freely. A diſtrated Perſon thar 
kills, is not guilty of Adurder, and therefore ſecure 
from the Sentence of the Law. For his Underſtan- 
# ding being diſtemper d by the Diſorder of the [ma- 
E; ges in his Fancy, It doth not judg aright, ſo that the 
EZ Action is involuntary, and therefore nor c#lpable. 
© But there is a valt difference between the Caules of 
Dijtraftion, and thoſe which induce a carnal Man to 
Sin. The firi# are ſeated in the Diſtemper of the 
Brain, over which the Wil hath no Power : where- 
as there ſhould be a regular Subjection of the lower 
Appetite to the Will enlightned and directed by the 
& Mind. The Wil it ſelf is corrupted and brought 
Z into Captivity by things pleaſing to the lower Facul- 
ties : It cannot dilintangle it ſelf, but its Imporence 
& lies in its Obſtinacy. This is the meaning of St. Pe- 
* ter, ſpeaking concerning unclean Perſons, That their 

* Eyes are full of Adultery, and they cannot ceaſe from 
* S:;n. 'Tis from their Fault alone that they are with- 
& out Power. Therefore the Scripture repreſents Man 

to be «I£vys and &vepys, weak but wicked. His 
diſability to fupernatural Good ariſes from an in- 
ordinate AﬀeCtion to that which is ſenſ#al. So that 

*tis ſofar from exculing, that it renders inexcuſable, 
b:ing voluntary and viciow. And in this the Diſea- 
ſes of the Body are different from thoſe of the Soul. 
In the fr the deſire of healizg is ineffectual, through 
want of Knowledg or Power to apply Sovereign Re- 
medies : Wherecas in the ſecond, the ſincere delire 
of their Cure is ſufficient, for the Diſeaſes are cor- 
rupt Deſires. 

The natural Man is wholly led by Senſe, by Fancy, 
and the Paſſions, and he eſteems it his 1felicity to be 
Otherwiſe ; as the degenerous Slave, who was dif. 
pleaſed 
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pleaſcd with a Jubilee, and refuſed Liberty. . Servi- 
tude is his Senſaality. He 1s not only in Love with 
the unworthy Objett, but with the v:icous AﬀeRion, 
and abhors the Cure of it. As one in the Poet that 
was ſo delighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, that he 
was oftended at his Recovery ; 


—— Ct ſic extorta volnptas ih 
Et demptus per vim mentis grateſſunm error. hy 


This is acknowledged by St. Auſtin in his Confeſ- 
frons, where he deſcribes the Strife between Convi- 
#:0n and Corruption in his Soul. He tells vs in the 
Conflict between Reaſon and Luſt, that he had re- 
courſe to God, and his Prayer was, Da mihi conti- | 
nentiam, ſed nols modo, he deſired Chaſtity, but not * 
too ſoon, he was afraid that God ſhould hear his 
Petition, it being more bitter than Death to change * ; 
his Cuſtom. This is the general Senſe, though not /*: 
the general Diſcourſe of Men. As the ſick Perſon \. 
that deſired his Phyſiciaz to remove his Fever, but | 'l 
not his Thir#, which made his Drink very pleaſing Þ 
to him : So Man in his ſenſual State would fain be 
freed from the eAſtuations of Conſcience, but he 
cheriſhes thoſe carnal Deſires which give a high tafte 
to Objetts ſuitable to them. From hence it appears 
that though in the corrupt Nature there isno Liber- 
ty of Indifference to Good and Evil, yet there is a 
Liberty of Delight in Evil ; and though the Will in 
its natural Capacity may chuſe Good, yet 'tis morals 
ly determined by its Love to Evl (ft). F 

In ſhort, there is ſo much Power not to ſin as is 
ſufficient to Sin ; that is, that the forbidden Sa 
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be free, and ſo become a Sin. Which ſtrange Com- 
bination of Liberty and Nceceſlity is excellently ex- 
preſt by St. Bernard (r>, © That the Soul which 
*< fell by its own choice, can't recover it ſelf, is from 
* the Corruption of the Will, which overcome by 
< the vicious Loye of the Body, rejects the Love of 
& Righteouſneſs, ſo that in a manner as ſtrange as 
** Evil, the Will being corrupted with Sin, makes a 
© neceſlity to it ſelf, yet ſo that the necellity being; 
* voluntary, doth not excuſe the Will, nor the Will 
© being pleaſantly and powerfully allur'd, exclude 
© Necelility. The Law therefore remains 1n its full 
force, and God is righteous in the commanding and 


{ condemning Sinners. From all that hath been dit- 
4 Courſed ?cis evident, how impollible tt is for corrupt 
: 41an to recover his loſt Holineſs : For there are only 


rxwo Motives to induce the reaſonable Creature ta 
ſcek after it. 

I. Its Beanrty and Lovelinefs. 

2. The Reward that attends it. And both theſe 


| Argaments are ineffectual to work npon him. 


I. The Beauty of Holineſs, which excels all other 
created Perfections, it being a Conformety to the moſt 
glorious Artribate of the Deity, doth nor allure him : 
For, Dnuſquiſque ut affefins et ita judicat ; Man un- 
derſtands according to his AﬀeCtions. The renew-= 
ed Mind can only fee the eſezt:al and intimate Beau- 
ty of Holineſs. Now in fa!» Man the clearneſs of 
the diſcerning Power is loſt; As the natural _ 
F ol 
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(7)- Qudd ſutgere Anima per ſe non poteſt, que per ſe cadere 
potuir, yoluncas 1n cauſa eſt, quz corrupte corporis virciofo amo- 
re languefcens, & jacens, amorem juſtiriz non admicrit : Ita neſcio 
quo pravo, ſed miro modo, ipla fibi voluntas, peccaro quiidem in 
dererius muratd, ncteſſifaretii facit, ur nec neceſhtas cum volunta- 
rla ſit, excuſare: valeat yoluniatem; tec yohiness cam fit Uleftas 
excludere necefluatem; 
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till *tis purged from vicious Qualities, cannot look FF 
on things that are bright and ſublime, and if it hath b q 
been long in Darkveſs, it ſuffers by the moſt pleaſing F 
Object the Light - fo the internal Eye of the Mind, *: 
that it may ſee the lively Luſtre of Holineſs, it muſt ': 
be cleanſed from the Filthineſs of carnal AﬀeCtions, 
and having been ſo long under thick Darkneſs, it | 
muſt be ſtrengthened, before it can ſuſtain the | 
brightneſs of things ſpiritual. Till it be prepared, | 
it can ſee nothing amiable and deſirable in the Image ;-: 
of God. 4 
2. The Reward of Holineſs hath no attraftive &F 
Power on the carnal Will ; becauſe 'tis fature and 
ſpiritual, 1 
1. *Tis Future, and therefore the Conceptions of it 
are very dark and imperfect : The Soul is ſunk 
down into the Sexſes, and they are ſhort-ſighted and «+. 
can't look beyond what is preſent to the next Life. | 
And as the Images of things are weaken'd and con- | 
fuſcd proportionably to their diſtance, and make a |, 
fainter Impreſſion upon the Faculty ; fo the Repre- | | ; 
ſentation of Heaven and Bleſſedneſs as a Happinefs | 
to come hereafter, and therefore remote, doth but © 


© 
coldly affe&t the Will. A preſent Yanity, in the & t 
Judgment of the carnal Soul, outweighs the moſt { / 
glorious Futurity. Till there be taken from before MW 7 
its Eyes (in Tertullian's Language (x) ) the thick & « 
Curtain of the viſible World, it cannot difcern the Þ$ x 
difference between them, nor value the Reward for Þ® « 
its Excellency and Duration. "8; 

2. 'Tis Spiritual, and there mult be a Divine Dif- ll x 
poſition of the Soul before it is capable of it. The WM c 
pure in Heart can only ſee the pure God, Mat.5.8. The i f 
Felicity above 1s that which Eye hath not ſeen, nor ff i 


PET 
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* Ear beard, neither hath it entred into the Heart of Man 
& t0 conceive,” 1 Cor. 2.9. Now the carnal Man is on- 
* ly affected with groſs and corporeal! things. The Cer- 
' tainty, Immenſity, and Immortality of the Heavenly 
-- Reward doth not prevail with him to ſeek after it. 
He hath no Palat for Spiritual Pleaſures, ?cis vicia- 
- tredby luſcious Vanities, and can't reliſh rational and 
-*, refined Joys. *Till the Temper of the Soul be alte- 
/- red, the Bretd of Angels is diſtaſteful to it. For 
--: the Apperite is according to the Diſpoſition of the 
+ Stomach, and when that 1s corrnpted, it longs for 
* things hurtful, and rejects wholſom Food. If a carnal 
7 Man were tranſlated to Heaven, - where the Love of 
* God reigns, and where the brighteſt and ſweeteſt 
Diſcoveries of his Glory appear. he would not find 
- Paradiſe in Heaven it ſelf. For Delight ariſes not 
*. meerly from the Excellency of the Objc&, but from 
;- the Proportionableneſs to the Faculty. T hougt 
God ts an #7finite Good in himſelf, yet if he is not 
; conceived as the Supream Good to Man, he cannot 
j- make him happy: 
Suppoſe ſome ſlight Convictions to be in the Mind, 
2: that happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of God, yet 
& this being offer'd upon the terms of quitting all ſer- 
& /zal Luſts, the carnal Man eſteems the condition im- 
| poſſible, and therefore is diſcourag?d from uſing any 
{ endeavours to obtain it; For to excite Hope 'tis 
& not ſufficient to propofe a Reward that is real and 
& excelient, but that is attainable. For although 
& Hope hath its tendency to a difficult Good, as its 
proper O06je, and the difficulty is fo far from diſ- 
couraging, that it quickens the Soul, and draws 
forth all the «ive Powers, by rendring it greater 
in our eſteem; yet when the difficulty is exceſſive, 
and confines upon impoſſibility, it dejeCts the Soul, and. 
inclines it to deſpair : Thus when the condition of 
F 2 obtat- 
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obtaining ſome good is neceilary, but inſufferable, it 
takes oft from all endeavours in order to It. 

To conlider it 1n a temporal Caſe, will make it 
more. clear. As one that labours under a Dropſee, 
and is vext with an intolerable and inſatiable thirſt, 
if a Phyſiciaz ſhould aflurehim of Cre upon conditi- 
on he would abſtain from drinking, he could not con- 
ceive- any real hope of being healed, - judging it im- 
pollible to reſiſt the importunity of his droxght ;, he 
therefore neglefts the Means, le drinks, and dics. 
T hus the corrupt Heart of Man, that is undcr a per- 
petual thirſt of carnal Pleaſures, and 1s more infla- 
ed by the ſatisfaction it receives, judges it an znſu- 
perable condition topart with them for the acquiring 
of Sprritual Happineſs : And this ſenſual and ſotriſh 
Deſpair cauſes a total neglect of the Means. ?Tis 
thus exprelt by the 1ſrael:tes, when God commanded 
them to rcturn from the evil of their waies in order 
to their Happineſs, and they ſaid, There is no hope, 
but we will walk after our own devices, and we will e- 
very one do the imagination of his evil heart. ( Abſtine- 
re nequeo. Grot. Jer. 18. 12.} They were Slaves to 
their domineering Appetites, and rcſolved to make 
no trial about that they judg?d impoſſible. Brzefty, 
In faln Man there is ſomthing predominant, which 
he values above the favour and fru:r:0 of God, and 
that is the World. As in the Parable, where Hap- 
pineſs is fet forth under the familiar repreſentation of 
a Feaſt, thoſe who were invitcd to it, excuſe them- 
ſelves by ſuch reaſons as clearly diſcover that ſome 
amiable Luſt charm'd them ſo ſtrongly, that in the 
competition *twas prefer*d before Heaven. One ſaith, 
1 have bought a piece of ground,and I muſt needs go ſee it 
and another, I have bought a yoke of Oxen, and I muſt go 
to prove them ;, and a third, I bave married a Wife, and 
cannot come, Lick, 14.18, The ovjefts of their Paſſi- 
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ons are different, but they all produce the ſame ef- 
fect, the rejection of Happineſs. The ſu: of all is 
this, That as Man feli from his Obedience, and loſt 
the Image of God, by ſeeking Perfeftion and Satis- 
fation, that is, Happineſs in the creature ;, ſo he 
can never return to his Obedience, and acknowledg 
God as his Supreme Lord, till he chooſes him for his 
Happineſs. And this he can never entirely do, till 
he is born again, and hath a ew principle of Life 
that may change the complexion of the Soul, and 

valifie it for thoſe delights which are ſublime and 
ſooritual. 

Secondly, Faln Man can never recover the Favour 
of God ; And this is evident upon a double account. 

1. He is not able to make ſatisfattion to God's 
Tuſtice for the diſhonour brought to him. 

2. He is incapable of rcal Repentance, which 
might qualifie him for Pardon. 

Firſt, He is unable to ſatisfie Juſtice for his of- 
fence, either by exact obedience for the future, or 
by enduring the puniſhment that is due to Sin. 

I, Suppoſing that Man could perform exact Obe- 
dience after his Fall, yet that could not be ſatis- 
faction. ?Tis efſentzal to Satisfaction, that the Az- 
on by which 'tis made, be in the power of the Perſon 
that ſatisfies. A Scrvant as a Servant cannot make 
ſatisfaction for an injury done to his Lord, for 
whatſoever ſervice he performs was due before the 
offence, and is not properly a reſtitution, becauſe 
*tis not of his own. Now the compleat Obedience of 
the Creature is due to God. He is the Lord of all 
our Actions, and whatever Man doth tis but the pay- 
ment of the Original Debt. The Law requires a 
perpetual reverence of the Law-giver, and expreſs 
Obedience to his Will in all things. So that ris 
impoſlible that the higheſt reſpect to it after- 

F 3 wards, 
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wards, ſhould compenſate for the leaſt yiolation of 
_ 

Beſides, To make Satisfaction for a Fault, 'tis ne- 
ceſſary the Offender do ſome voluntary Act, that may 
be as honourable to the perſon, and as much above 
what he was before obliged to, as the contempt was 
diſhonourable and below that which was due. Un- 
leſs God receive that which is as eſtimable in the na- 
ture of Obcdience, as the injury he received is in the 
nature of Contempr, there can be.no Satisfaction. 


Now there is a greater diſhonour brought to God | 


by the commitiion of exe Sin, than there is honour 
by the perfect Obedience of all the Angels: For in 
their Obedience God 1s prefcrr*d by the Creature, 
before things infinitely beneath him, which is but a 
{mall honour ; but by ore Sin he is diſvalued in the 
compariſon, which Is zxfireContempr. 

2. Man cannot make fatisfa&tion by Suffering. For 
the Puniſhment mult be equal to the Offence, which 
derives its guilt from the dignity of the Perſon of- 
tended, and the indignity of the Offender. Now 
God 1s the Univerſal King, his Juſtice Is Infinzee, 
which Man hath injur'd, and his Glory, which Man 
hath obſcur'd ; and Man 1s finite, And what pro- 
portion is there between finite and znfinite ? How can 
a worthleſs Rebel that is hateful to God, expiate the 
offence of 1o excellent a Majeſty ? It he ſacrifice him- 
ſelf, he can never appeaſe the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
for what doth he offer but a lump of Rebellion and 
Ingratitude ? He can make no other Satisfaction bur 
that of the Devils, which continues for ever, and is 
not compleated. | 

Secondly, Faln Man, conſidered only in his cor- 
rupt and miizrable ſtate, 1s incapable of real 
Repentance,, which 1s a neceflary Condition to 
Nualific him for Pardon. For whereas Repentance in- 

> | cludes 
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cludes an ingenuous ſorrow for Sin paſt, and a fin- 
cere forſaking of it, he is utterly indiſpos'd for 
both. 

1. He cannot be ingenuouſly ſorrowful for his of- 
fence. *Tis true, when the circumſtances are chan- 
ged, that which was pleaſing will cauſe trouble of 
Spirit ; As when a MalefaCtor ſuffers for his Crimes, 
he reflects upon his Aftions with Sorrow. But this 
hath no oral worth in it : For tis a forc'd Af, 
(AUzTy xoTe tv. 2 Cor. 7. 10.) proceeding from a 
violent Principle, and is conſiſtent with as great a 
love to Sin as he had before, and is intirely termi- 
nated on himſelf. But that Grief which is Divine, 
ard is accompanicd with a change in Heart and 
Life, reſpects the ſtain more than the puniſhment 
of Sin;z and ariſes from Love to God, who is diſo- 
beyed and diſhonoured by it: Now ?tis not con- 
ceivable, that the guilty Creature can love God, 
whilſt he looks on him as an irreconcilable enemy. 
Diſtruſt of the favour ofa perſon, which is a degree 
of fear, is attended with coldneſs of affeftion : a 


_ ſtrong fear, which ſtill intimates an uncertainty in 


the event, inclines to hatred : But when fear is 
turn'd into deſpair, it cauſeth direCt hatred: An 
inſtance of this we have in the Devils, who curſe the 
Fountain of Bleſſedneſs. If the Evil be paſt Remedy, 
the ſenſe of it 1s attended with Rage and tranſports 
of Blaſphemy againſt God himſelf. A deſpairing 
Sinner -begins in this Life the gnaſhing of teeth a- 
gainſt his Judg, and kindles the Fire that ſhall tor- 
ment him for ever. Rev, 16. 21, 

*Tis for this reaſon the Scripture propouinds the 
Goodneſs of God, as the moſt powerful Perſuaſive 
ro lead Men to Repentance, Rom. 2.4. There can 
»2 no kindly Relentings without filzal Aﬀection, and 
that is always temper'd with the Expectation of Fa- 
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vour. Without hope of Pardon all other ot:ves 
are ineffe(tual to melt the Heart. 

Now the firſt Covenant obliged Man to Obedi- 
ence or Puniſhment : lt required /mocernce, and did 
not accept of Repentance. The final Voice of the 
Law is, Do, or Die. Guilty Man cannot look on 
God with comfort under the notion of a Holy Cre- 
ator, that delights to view his own reſemblance in 
the innocent Creature, nor of a compaſſionate Fa- 
ther that ſpares an offending Son, but apprehends 
him to be an inexorable Judge, who hath Right and 
Power to revenge the Diſobedience. He can find 
no expedient for his Deliverance, nor conceive how 
Mercy can ſave him without the viclation of Jzſtice, 
an Attrib:te as eſſential to the Divine Nature as 
Mercy. And what can induce him to make an hum- 
ble confellion of his fault, when he expects nothing 
but an irrevocable Doom? An inſtance of this we 
have in Adm, vho being under the convittion of his 
Sin, and an Apprehenſion that God would be ſevere, 
did not ſollicite for Mercy, but endeavour'd to tranſ- 
fer the guilt on God himſelf. The Woman thou gaveſt 
ane, (be gave me of the Tree, and I did eat. Gen. 3. 12. 
As if ſhe had been deſign'd for a ſnare, and not to 
be an aid in his innocent [tatc. 

2. A ſincere Reſolution. to forſake Sin 13 built on 
the hopes of Mercy. Till the reaſonable Creature 
know that Heaven is open to Repentance, to his ſe- 
cond and better thoughts, he is irreclaimable. He 
that never hopes to receive any geod, will continue 
in doing evil. Deſpair of Mercy cauſeth a deſpiling 
of the Law. The Apoſtate Angels who are without 
the re/erves of Pardon, are confirn?d in their Rebel- 
lion : their Guilt is mixt with Fury, they perſiſt in 
their War againſt God, though they know the iſſue 
W1l be deadly to them. And had there not been al 

: 1+ © Fo carly 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 73 
early Revelation of Mercy to Adam, he had been in- 
corrigibly wicked as the Devils. For 4e/pair had 
inflam'd his hatred againſt God, which 1: cf all the 
Paſſions the moſt incurable. Thoſe vicious Afettions 
that depend on the humeorrs of the Body which are 
mutable, alter with them : But Hatred is ſeated in 
the ſuperiour part of the Soul, which is of a Spiri- 
tual nature and Dzabolical in obſtinacy. 

In ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature 1s guilty 
and vicious, and knows that God is 7#ſft and Haly, 
and that He will be ſevere in revenging all Diſobcdi- 
ence, he hath no Care nor Delire ro reform: himſelf. 
He will not lay a reſtraint on his pleaſing Apperztes, 
when he expects no recompence : he eſtcems ir loſt 
labour to abſtain : And all his delign 1s to allay and 
ſwecten the fear of furure Evils by preſent enjoy- 
ments. When he is ſcorcl?d with the apprehenſions 
of wrath to come, he plunges himſelf into ſenſual ex- 
ceſſes for ſome relief. He reſolves to make his be(t 
of Sin for a time : according to the Principle of rhe 
Epicures, Let us eat and arink while we may, to merrow 
we ſhall die. 1 Cor. 15. 

The Sm of all is this, That an unrelenting ard 
unreformed Sinner is incapable of Pardon ; For un- 
leſs God ſhould renounce his own Nature, and deny 
his Deity, He cannot receive him to favour. Andit 
is inconceivable how the rational Creature once lap- 
ſed, ſhould ever be encourag?d to Repentance with- 
out-the expectation of Mercy : And there being an 
inſeparable alliance between the Integrity and Felicity 
of Man by the terms of the firſt Covenant, the one 
failing, he could not entertain the leaſt degree of 
Hope concerning the other. By all which ir appears 
he is under an invincible neceſlity of ſinning and ſuf- 
fring tor ever ; his Miſery is compleat and deſpe= 
1atc. | | 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the Divine Wiſdom in the contrivance of Man's 
Redemption. Underſtanding Agents propound an 
End, and chooſe Means for the obtaining it, The 
End of God i of the higheſt conſequence, his own 
Glory and Man's Recovery. The difficulty of accom- 
pliſhing tt. The Means are proportionable, The Di- 
vine W:/dom glorified in taking occaſion from the Sin 
and Fall of Man to bring Glory to God, and to raife 
Man to a more excellent State. It appears in ordain- 
ing ſuch a Mediator, as was fit to reconcule God ta 
Man, and Man to God. Ti diſcovered in the de- 
fiznation of the Second Perſon to be our Saviour. 
And making the Remedy to have a proportion to the 
caiſe of our Ruine. ?Tis wilible in the manner 
whereby our Redemption #& accompliſhd. And m 
the ordaining ſuch contemptible means to produce ſuch 
glorious Eitets. And laying the deſign of the Go- > 
ſpel, /o as to-provide for the comfort, and promote the 
holineſs of Man. 


OD by his infallible Preſczence ( to which all 
things are eternally preſent) viewing the Fall 
of Adam, and that all Mankind lay bleeding in him, 
out of deep compaſſion to his Creature, and that 
the Devil might not be finally victorious over him, 
in his Council decreed the Recovery of Man from his 
languiſhing and miſerable State. The Deſign and 
the Mcans are moſt worthy of God, and in both his 
W:iſaom appears. 

This will be made viſible by conſidering, that all 
underitanding Agents firſt propound an End, and 
then chooſe the Means for the obtaining of it. And the 
more -perfect the Vnderſtanding is, the more _ 
| ent 
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lent is the End it deſigns, 'and the more fit and con- 
venient are the Means it makes uſe of for the acqui- 
ring it. Now when God whoſe Underſtanding is 
snfinite, ( and in compariſon of whom the molt pru- 
dent and adviſed are but as dark ſhadows ) when 
he determines to work, eſpecially in a moſt glori- 
ous manner, the End and the Means are equally ad- 
mirable. 

Firſt, The End is of the higheſt Conſequence. 
Were it ſome low inconſiderable thing, it were un- 
worthy of one thought of God for the effeCting it. 
To be curious in the contriving how to accompliſh 
that which is of no importance, expoſes to a juſt 
1mputation of Folly : But when the moſt excellenr 
Good is the Ena,and the difficulties which hinder the 
obtaining of it are #»ſuperable to a finite underſtand- 
ing, it then becomes the only wiſe God (1 Tim.1.17.) 
to diſcover the Divinity of his Wiſdom, in making 
a way where he finds none. And ſuch was the End 
of God in the work of our Redemption. This was 
declar'd by the Angels, who were ſent Amballa- 
dors Extraordinary to bring tidings of Peace to the 
World, They praiſed God, ſaying, Glory to God in 
the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, good Will towards Men ;, 
Luke 2. 13, 14- 

The ſupreme Exd is his own Glory, and in or- 
der to it, the Salvation of ar hath the nature and 
reſpe& of a medium. 

The ſubordinate is the Recovery of the World 
from its lapſed and wretched State. 

1. The ſupreme End is the Glory God. This 
ſ1gnifies principally his mternal and effential Glory : 
and that conſiſts in the Perfetions of his Nature, 
which can never be fully conceived by the Angels, 
ut overwhelm by their excellent Greatneſs all cre- 
2ted Underſtandings. But the Glory that reſults 
4 Si; from 
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from God's Works is properly intended in the pre- 


fent Argument, and implies, 
2. The manifeſtation whereby he is pleaſed to re- 


preſent himſelf in the exerciſe of his Attributes. 


As the Devine Nature 1s the primary and compleat 
Objett of his Love, ſo he takes delight in thoſe 
Actions wherein the image and brightneſs -of his 
own Vertues appear. Now in all the Works of God 
there is an evidence of his Excellencies, But as ſome 
Stars ſhine with a different Glory, ſo there are 
{ome noble Eftets, wherein the Diwme Attributes 
are ſo conſpicuous, that in compare with them, the 
reſt of God's Works are but obſcure expreſſions of 
his Greatneſs. The principal are Creation and Re- 
demption, The Heavens declare the Glory of God, 
and the Firmament his handy-work;, Pſal. 19.1. And 
when God ſurveyed the whole Creation, and 
ſaw that all which he had made was good, Gen. 1. 
He ordain'd a Savbath, to ſignifie the content and 
ſatisfaction he had in the diſcovery of his eternal 
Pertections therein. 

But eſpectally his Glory is moſt reſplendent in the 
Work of Redemption, wherein more of the Divine 
Attributes are exercis'd than in the Creation, and in 
a more glorious manner. *Tis here that W:ſdom, 
Gooaneſs, Fuſtice, Holineſs and Power are united in 
their higheſt degree and exaltation. Upon this ac- 
count the Apoſtle uſeth that expreſſion, 1 Tim. 1.11. 
The glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed God * It being the 
cleareſt Revelation of his excellent Attributes, the 
nnſpotred Mirrour wherein the great and wonder- 
fal EfeZs of the Deity are ſet forth. (Tx prrnag 
78 Os. Ah.2.11.) 


3. The Praiſe and Thankſgiving that ariſeth 


from the diſcovery of his Perfeftions by reaſonable 
Creatures, who conſider and 'acknowledg them. 
DES | When 
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When there is a ſolemn Yeneratioz of his Excellen- 
cies, and the moſt ardent Afetftons to him for the 
communication of his Goodneſs. Thus in God's ac- 
count, Who ſo offers Praiſe, glorifies him ; Plal.50.23. 
An eminent example of this is ſet down in Fob 38. 7. 
when at the birth of the World, The Morning Stars 
ſang together, and all the Sons of God ſheuted for Joy. 
And at its new Birth, they deſcend and make his 
Praiſe glorious in a triumphant Song, It will be the 
eternal exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, P/al. 66. 2. 
where they more fully underſtand the 4ſtery of 
our Redemption, and conſider every Circumſtance 
that may add a luſter to it, to aſcribe Bleſſing, Ho- 
nour,, Glory and Power to him that ſits on the Throne,and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever, Rev. 5. 13- 

Secondly, T he ſuborainate End is the reſtoring of 
Man : And this is inviolably joyn'd with the other. 
Tis expreſt by Peace on Earth, and good will towards 
Men, Sin hath broke that ſacred Alliance which 
was between God and Man : and expoſed him to 
his juſt diſpleafure. A Miſery inconceivabie. And 
what is more becoming God, who is the Father of 
Mercies, than to glorihe his dear Attribute, | God 
zs Love, 1 Joh. 4.9.] and that which in a peculiar 
manner charaderizes his Nature, by the Salvation of 
the miſerable} Whar is more honourable to him, 
than by his Almighty Mercy to raiſe fo many Mo- 
numents from the duſt, wherein his Gocdneſs may 
live and reign for ever ? Now for the accom; liſh- 
ing of theſe excellent Ends, the Divine Wiſdom 
pitch?d upon thoſe Means which were molt fit aud 
congruous, which 1 ſhall 4z/renttly conſider. 

The Miſery of fallen Man conliſted in the Cor- 
ruption of his Nature by Sin, ard the Puniithment 
that enſues : And his Happineſs is in the rcſtoring 
him to his primitzve Holineſs, and in Reconciliation 
Lo 
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to God, and the full f-xition of him. The way to 
effect this was beyond the compaſs of any fimte 
Und-rſtanding. 

That God, whois rich in Goodneſs, ſhould be 
favourable to the Angels who ſerve him in perfet 
Purity, we may eaſily conceive; for tho they do 
no. merit his favour, yet they never provok'd his 
Anger. And 'tis impoſlible but that he ſhould love 
the image of his Holineſs where-ever tt ſhines. 

Or iup2oſe an innocent Creature in Miſery, the 
Divine Mercy would ſpeedily excite his Power to 
reſcue ir. : For God is Love toall his Creatures, as 
ſart;,-ili ſome extrimnſecal cauſe s#tervenes, which God 
hare< more than he loyes the Creature ; and that ts 
Sin, which aione ſtops the effuſion of his Goodneſs, 
and ovens a wide paſlage for Wrath to fall npon 
the Guilty. But how to ſave the Creature that is 
undone by its own choice, and 1s as ſinful as mifera- 
H'e, will poſe the Wiſdom of the World. Heaven 
it ſe!f ſeem'd to be divided. Mercy enclin'd: to 
ſave, but Juſtice interpos'tor ſatisfaction. Mercy 
regarded Man with reſpect to his Miſery, and the 
pleas of it are, Shall the Almighty build to raine ? 
Shall the moſt excellent Creature in the lower 
World periſh, the fault not being ſolely his ? Shall 
the Enemy triumph for ever, and raiſe his Trophies 
from the Works of the moſt High ? Shall the rea- 
ſonable Creature Ioſe the fruition of God, and God 
the ſubjeCtion and ſervice of the Creature, and all 
Mankind be made in vain ? Fuſtice conſider'd Man 
as guilty of a tranſcendent Crime, and *tis its Na- 
ture to render to every one what tz due ; now the 
/ wages of Sin is Death, and ſhall not the Fudg of all 
the World do right ? All the other Attributes, feem'd 
to be attendants on Jiſtice, The Wiſdom of God 
enforc'd its Plea, it being moſt indecent that Xo 

id 
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which provokes the Execution, ſhould procure the 
Abroeation of the Law 3 this would encourage the 
commiſſion of Sin without fear. The Majelty of 
God was concern'd, for it was not becoming his 
excellent Greatneſs to treat with defiled Duſt, and 
to offer Pardon to a preſumptuous Rebel immedi- 
ately after his Offence, and before he made Sup- 
plication to his Judg. The Holineſs of God did 
quicken his Juſtice to execute the threatning, For 
he is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; Habak. rt. 
As Goodneſs 1s the eflential Object of his Will, 
which he loves unchangeably where-eyer it is ; ſo is 
Sin the eternal Object of his hatred, and where ?cis 
found in the love of it, renders the ſubject odions 
to him. He will not take the wicked by the hand, Job 
8. 20. * The Law of contrariety forbids Purity 
and Pollution to mix together. And the wveraciry 
of God requir*d the inflicting the Puniſhment. For 
the Law being a Declaration of God's Will, ac- 
cording to which he would diſpenſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments, either it muſt be executed upon the 
Offender, or if extraordinarily diſpens'd with, it 
muſt be upon ſuch terms, as the honour of God's 
Truth may be preſery'd. "This ſeeming Conflit 
was between the Attributes. 

The ſublimeft Spirits in Heaven were at a loſs 
how to wnravel the difficulty, and to find out the 
miraculous way to reconctle infinite Mercy with in- 
flexible Juſtice 5 how to ſatisfie the Demands of the 


$ one, and the Requeſts of the other. God was to 


overcome himſelf before he reſtored Man. In this 
Exigence his Mercy excited his Wiſdom to inter- 
poſe as an Arbiter, which in the Treaſures of its in- 
comprehenſible Lighr, found out an admirable ex- 
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pedient to ſave Man, without prejudice to his 6- 
ther PerfeCtions : That was by conſtituting a Medi- 
ator both able and willing, between the guilty Crea- 
ture and Himſelf : That by transferring the Punith- 
ment on the Surety, he might puniſh Sin, and par- 
don the Sinner. And here, the more fevere and 
Tigorous Juſtice is, the more admirable is the Mer- 
cy that ſaves. Inthe fame ſtupend:ous Sacrifice he 
declared his reſpect to Juſtice, and his delight in 
Mercy. The two principal Relations of our Re- 
deemer are, the one of a Gift from God to Man, 
the other of an Oblation for Men to God. By the 
one God ſatisfies his finite Love to Man, and by 
the ocher ſatisfies his z2fizite Juſtice for Man: Nei- 
ther 1s it unbecoming God to condeſcend in accept- 
Ing the returning Sinner, when a /fedzator of infi- 
nite Dignity intercedes for Favour. The Divine 
Majeſty is not J-!ien'd when God # in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the Wald unto himſelf ;, 2 Cor. 5. Neither is 
the Sanitity of God dilparag'd by his Clemency to 
Sinners, for the Redeemer is the principle and pat- 
tcrn of Holineſs to all that are ſaved. The ſame 
Grace that enclin'd God to ſend his Son to die for 
us, gives his Spirit to live in us, that we may be 
reviv'd and renewed according to his Image, and 
by Conformity to God be prepared for Communi- 
on with him. Here 15a ſweet concurrence of all the 
Attributes, Mercy and Truth are met together, Righ- 
reouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other ;, Pal. 85. 10. 
Who can count up this heap of Wonders ? Who 
can unfold al} the Treaſures of this myſterious 
Love ? The Tongue of an Angel cannot explicate 
it according to tits dignity : ?Tis the faireſt Cop 
of the Divine Wiſdom, the Conſummation of "it 
God's Counſels, wherein all the Artribites are dif's 
playcd in their brighteſt luſtre + *Vis kete the ma- 
1 A Pifold 
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nifold Wiſdom of God appears ;, Eph. 3-10. The 
Angels of Light bend themſelves with extraordina- 
ry Application of Mind, and ardent Aﬀections to 
ſtudy the rich and unſearchable Variety that 1s in 
itz 1 Pet. 1.12. TxeqXu ai, ar alluſion to the poſture 
of the Cherubims looking into the Ark, Only the ſame 
Underſtanding comprehends it which contriv'd it. 
Bur as one that views the Ocean, though he cannot 
ſee its Bounds or Bottom, yet he {ces ſomuch as to 
know that that vaſt Colleftion of Waters is far 
greater than what is within the Compaſs of his ſhort 
ſight : So tho we cannot underſtand all the depths 
of that immenſe Wiſdom, which order*d the Way 
of our Salyation, yet we may diſcover ſo much, as 
to know with the Apoſtle, that it /arpaſſes Know- 
leds, Eph. 3. He that 1s the Brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther*s Glory, and the Light of the World, ſo illu- 
minate our dark Underſtandings that we may con- 
ceive aright of this great Ayſery. 

The Frſt thing that offers it ſelf to Conſideration 
is, the Compaſs of the Divine Wiſdom, in taking 
occaſion from the Sin and Fall of Man to bring more 
Glory to God, and to raiſe him to a more excellent 
ſtate. Sin in its own nature hath no tendency to 
Good, tis not an apt medium, hath no proper eſſi- 
cacy to promote the Glory of God : ſo far 1s it 
from a direCt contributing to it, that on the con- 
trary 'tis the moſt real diſhonour to Him. But as 
a black, ground in a Pifture which in it ſelf only 
defiles, when plac'd by Art, ſets oft the brighter 
Colours, and heightens their Beauty > (z) So the 
evil of Sin, which conſidered abſolutely, obſcures 
the Glory of God, yet by the over-ruling diſpoſi- 
tion of his Providence, it ſeryes to illuſtrate his 
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Name, and to make it more glorious in the eſteenx 
of reaſonable Creatures. Without the Sz of Man 
there had been no place for the moſt perfect exer- 
ciſe of his Goodneſs. O felix culpa que tantum & 
talem merut habere Redemptorem, (a) Happy fault, 
not in it ſelf, but by the wiſe and merciful Counſel 
of God, to be repair*d in a way ſo advantagious, 
that the Salvation of the Earth is the Wonder of 
Heaven, the Redemption of Man raviſhes the 
Angels. 
he Glory of God 1s more viſible in the recovery 
of lapſed Man, than if the Law had been obeyed, 
or executed. If Adam had perſeyer'd in his Duty, 
the Reward had been from Grace,for owing himſelf 
to God, he could receive nothing but as a Gzft from | 
his Bounty ; ſo that Goodneſs only had then been || 
exercts'd, and not in its higheſt and moſt obliging FT 
ACts, which are to fave the Guilty and MKſerable | 
for Imnocence is incapable of Afercy. If the Sen- |} 
tence had been inflicted, Juſtice had been honour*d | 
with a ſolemn Sacrifice, but Mercy the ſweet, ten- | 
der, and indulgent Attribute had never appear'd. 
But now the Wiſdom of God is eminent in the ac- 
cord of both theſe Artributes. God is equally glo- | 
Tous, as equally God, in preſercing the Authority | | 
of his Law by an 4t# of Juſtice upon our Surety, as | 
in the exerciſe of Mercy by remitting the puniſh- | 
ment to the Offenaer. | 
And 'tis no leſs honourable to God's Wiſdom to 
reſtore Man with infinite advantage. *Tis a Ayſte- 
7y in Nature, that the corruption of one thing is the 
gereration of another ; 'tis more myſteriom in Grace, | 
that the Fall of Man ſhould occaſion his more noble 
Reſtitution, Innocence was not his laſt End, his ſu- 
: preme 
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preme Fel:icity tranſcends the firſt. The Holineſs 
of Adam was perfect, but mutable : But Holineſs 
in the Kedeemed, tho in a leſs degree, ſhall be yitto- 
rious over all Temptations : for they are not join d 
to the Heavenly Adam in a ſtrict and inviolable U- 
nion. And thoſe Graces are ated'by them, for the 
exerciſe of which there was.no Objects and Occa- 
ſions in /mnocepce, 1 Pet. 2, 29. As Compaſſion to 
the Miſerable, Forgiyeneſs of Injuries, Fortitude 
and Patience; all which, as they are a molt lively 
reſemblance of the Divine Perfections, ( 1 Pet. 4. 
14.) ſo an excellent Ornament to the Soul, and in- 
finitely endear it £0-God. - And the happineſs 
of our renewed ſtate exceeds our primitive Felicity. 
Whether we conkder the nature of it, tis wholly 
Spiritual, or the place of it, Heayen the Sanctuary 
of Lite and Immortality, or the conſtitution of the 
Body which ſhall be cloathed with Celeſtial Quall- 
ties : But this wil be particularly difcuſed in its 
proper place. 

Theſe are the Effects of Infinite Wiſdom, to the 
production of which, Sin affords no Cauſalty, but 
hath meerly an accidental reſpect. As the Apoſtle 
interprets the words of Dav:a, Rom. 3. 4. Againſt 
thee only have 1 ſinned, that thou mighteſt be justified 
in thy Sxzyings, and overcome when thow judgeſt, 
Which doth not reſpect the Intention of David, 
but the Event only. The greater his Injuſtice was 
in the commiſſion, the more clear would God's Ju- 
{tice be in the condemnation of his Sin. 

2. The Wiſdom of God appeared in ordaining, 
ſuch a Mediator, who was qualified to reconcile 
God to Man, and Man tg God. The firſt and moſt 
admirable Article ia the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
and the: Foundation of all the reſt is, that God is 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. The Middle 
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muſt equally touch the Extreams. A Mediator 
muſt be capable of the Sentiments and Aﬀections of 
both the Parties he. will reconcile. He muſt be a 
juſt eſteemer of the Rights and Injuries of the one 
and the other, and have a common Intereſt in both. 
The Son of God aſſuming the humane Nature, per- 
fettly poſſeſſes theſe Qualities, he hath Zeal for 
God, and Compaſſion for Man. He hath taken 
Pledges of Heaven and Earth ; the ſupreme Na- 
ture in Heaven, and the moſt excellent on the | 
Earth, to make the Hoſtility ceaſe between them. 

He is Immanuel by Nature and Office. And if no 
leſs than an inſpired Wiſdom could deviſe how to 
frame the Earthly Tabernacle, ( Exod. 36.) where- 
in God dwelt in a ſhadowy and typical manner, 
What Wiſdom was requiſite to frame the Humane | 
Nature of Chriſt, wherein the Deity was really to 
awell ? John 1. 

Now to diſcover more clearly the Divine Wiſ- 
dom, in uniting the two Natures in Chriſt, to qua- 
lify him for his Office, (Colo. 1.) *tis requiſite to 
conſider, that the Office of Mediator hath three 
Charges annex?d to it ; the Prieſtly, which reſpects 
God ; the Prophetical and Kingly, which regard 
Men. Theſe have a reſpeCt to the Evzls which op- 
pris falPn Man; and they are Guilt, Ignorance, 
Sin, and Death. Man was capitally guilty of the 
breach of God's Law, and under the tyranny of 
his Luſts, in the iſſue liable to Death. 

The Redeemer is made to him Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Sanitification, and Redemption. Theſe Be- 
nefits are diſpens'd by him in his threefold Office ; 
As a Prieſt he expiates Sin, as a Prophet he inſtructs 

the Church, as a King he regulates the Lives of his 
Subjects, delivers them from their Enemies, and 
makes them happy. Now the Divine and Humane 
Nature 
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Nature are requiſite for the performance of all theſe. 
For nothing. 1s effeltual to an End, but what is 
proportionable and commenſurate thereunto, and 
to proportion Exceſles as well as DefeCts are oppo- 
ſite. This will appear by taking a diſtin vicw of 
the ſeveral Offices of our Mediator. 


1. The Prieſtly Office hath two parts. 


1. To make exp:ation for Sin. 
2. Interceſſion for Sinners. 


Now for the making expiation for Sin, there was 

a neceſlary concurrence of the two Natures in our 

Redeemer. He muſt be Han; for the Deity was 
not capable of thoſe Submiſſions and Sufferings 
which were requilite to expzate Sin. And he mult 
be an, that the ſirming Nature might ſuffer, and 
thereby acquire a ztle to the Satisfaction that is 
made. The meritorious imputation of Chriſt's 
£ufferings to an, is grounded on the Union be- 
tween them, which is as well natural in his: par- 
taking of Fleſh and Blood, as moral in the conſent 
of their Wills. As. the Apoſtle obſerves, Heb. 2- _ 
11. That he who ſanttifies, and they that are ſaniti- 
. fied are all one : So he that ſuffers, and they for 

whom he ſuffers, muſt have commumon jn the- ſame 
Nature. For this reaſon, God having reſolved ne- 
ver to diſpenſe Mercy to the Fallen Angels, the 
Reacemer did not afſume the Argelical Nature, but 
the Seed of Abraham. 

And as the Humane Nature was neceſſary to qua- 
lify him for Sferings, and to make them ſuitable, 
ſo the Dsvine was to make them ſufficient. The 
lower nature conſider'd in it ſelf, could make no 
ſatisfaction : The Dignity of the Divine Perſon 
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makes a temporal puniſhment to be of an infinite va- 
lue in God?s Account. Beſides, the Humane Na- 
ture hal ſunk under the weight of. Wrath, if the 
Deity had not been perſonally preſent to fupport 
it. Briefly, Toperform the firſt part of his Othce, 
he mult ſuifer, yet be »mpaſfible 3 Die, yet be ins 
mortal ;, and undergo the Wrath of God, to deli- 
ver Man from it. (4) | 

2. To make Interceſſion for us, it was requiſite 
that He ſhould partake of both Natures, that he 
might have credit with God, and -compallion to 
Man. The Sox hath a prevalling Intereſt in the 
Father, as he teſtifies, I know thou beard't me always, 
John 11. 42. A Priviledg which neither Abraham, 
Moſes, nor any other who wete the moſt favoured 

Saints, enjoyed. And, as Man, he was fit for Paſ- 
| fron and C ompaſſrion. ' The Humane Nature is the 
whe + Subject of feeling Pity, eſpecially when it 

ath felt Miſery. God is capable of Love, not in 
ſtrictneſs of Compaſſion. For Sympathy proceeds 
from an experimental ſenſe of . what one - hath ſuf- 
fer'd, and the ſtghtiof the like afftiaianiin others; 
revives th2 Afﬀettions which wete:feft io that ſtate; 
and enclines to pity,” '. Phe Afoftle ofitss this to Be- 
lievers as the. gronnd.of Comforts'\dhas He who 
took our Nature, and felt out Griefs," tntercedes 
for vs. For we have::not an High-Prieft' that 'canivee 
be toych'd with "the:ftalids of | vxs- Tufir ities, . but ' wits 
in ell things'tempted a4 rine (are, yet \'wuthont' $515, Heb 
4- 15. that with:8g hamble Confidence we may cone 


to the Throne of Grace. He hath drunk bye wot 


the Cop of Sorrows, that he may. be an: H#+faffitient 
Corhforter to thoſe-that monra,  He-Kavh ſuck rent 
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der Bowels, we may truſt him to ſollicite our Salva- 

tion, In ſhort, 'tis the great Support of our Faith 

that we have acceſs to the Father by the Son, Ephel. 2. 
18. and preſent all our Requeſts by a Mediator ſd 
worthy and ſodear to him, and by One who left the 
Joys of Heaven, that by enduring Affliction on 
Earth, his Heart .might be made tunable to the 
Hearts of the afflicted. 

Secondly, For the Diſcharge of the Prophetical 
Office, 'twas neceſſary the 4eazator ſhould be God 
and an. 

1. He muſt be God, that he might deliver his 
Counſels with more Authority and Efficacy than any 
meer Creature could. He muſt be a Teacher ſent 
from Heaven that reveals to vs the Will of God con- 
cerning tho Way thither, and the Certainty and Ex- 
cellency of that State. Now Chrilt is the Original 
of all Wiſdom, *tis not ſaid the Word of, the Lord 
came to Him, as to the Prophets ; He is the 'Fqun- 
tain of all ſacred Knowledg, The Son came rom 
the Boſom of the Father, (Job, 1: 18.) the Seat . of 
his Counſels and Compaſlions, to reveal thoſe Segrers 
which wereconcealed fromthe Angels, in that Light 
which is inacceſſible. Ard tis God alone can teagh 
the Heart, and convince -the Conſcience, ſo. as, to 
produce a ſaving Belief of the Heavenly Dottrine, 
and a delight in the Diſcovery, and a reſolution to 
follow it wherever it directs. 

2. ?Twas fit He ſhould' be Zan, that he might be 
fimitiarly converſant with' us, and conyeigh the 
Counſels of God in ſuch a way-as Man coulg xecerve. 
All ſaving Truth comes fraty Gad, :and it follows by 
juſt Conſequence, that the nearer” he is to us, the ber- 
ter we are like to be inſtrufted;\ Now there are :wo, 
things which render ſinful Man incapable of 1 Kmme- 


diate Converle with God. : 
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1. The Infirmity of his Nature. 
2. The Guilt that cleaves to him. 
Firft, The Infirmity of Man's Nature cannot en- 
dure the Glory of God's Appearance. When the 
Law was delivered on Mount Sinas, the Jſraelites 
were under great Terrors at, the Sights and Prodi- 
gies wliich accompanied the Divine Preſence, and 
they deſired that God would ſpeak to them no more 
in his Majeſty and Greatneſs, let they ſhould die, Deut. 
5.25. There is ſuch a Diſproportion between our 
Meanneſs and his Exccllencies, that Danzel, though 
a Favorite of Heaven, yet his Comelineſs was tur- 
ned into Corruption at the ſight of a /;/ion. Dan. 10. 
i7. And the beloved Diſciple fell down as dead at the 
_—_— of Christ in hu Glory, Rev. 1.17. When 
the Eye gazes on the Sun, *tis more tormented with 
the Brightneſs than pleaſed with the Beauty of it ; 
But when the Beams are tranſmitted through a co- 
loured medium, they are more temperate and ſweet- 
ned to the Sight. The eternal Word ſhining in 
his full Glory, the more bright, the leſs viſible is he 
to mortal Eyes ; but the incarnate Word 1s eclipſed 
and allayed by a Vail of Fleſh, Heb. 10. 20. and ſo 
made acceſſible to us. God out of a tender Reſpect 
to our Frailty and Fears, 'promiſed to rasſe up a Pro- 
phet cloathed in our Nature, Deut. 18. 15. that we 
might comfortably and quietly receive his Inſtruci- 
ONS. | 
2. Gmilt makes us fearful of his Preſence. The 
Approach of God awakens the Conſcience, which 
is his Spy In our Boſoms, and cauſes a dreadful Ap- 
parition of Sin in its view. When one Beam of 
Chriſt's Divinity broke forth in the miraculous 
Draught of Fiſhes ; Peter cries ont, Depart from me, 
for I am a ſinful Man, O Lord, Luke 5. 8. Holineſs 


arm'd with Terror ſtrikes a Sinner into Conſternati» 
F ON, 
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on. Now when the Mind is ſhaken with a Storm of 
Fear, it cannot calmly attend to the Counſels of 
Wiſdom. But the Son of God appearing in our Na- 
ture, to explate Sin, and appeaſe Divine Juſtice, 
we are encouraged to draw near to him, and fit at 
his Feet, to hear the words of eternal Life. Thus 
God complied with our Neceſlity, that with a freer 
Diſpenſation we might receive the Counſels of our 
Saviour. 

3. He is qualified for his X:ngly Office, by the U- 
nion of the zxwo Natures in him. He muſt be God 
to conquer Satan, and convert the World. As eml- 
nent an Act of Power was neceſlary to redeem, as to 
create. For although the Supreme Judg was to be 
ſatisfied by humble Sufferings, yet Satan who uſurpt 
the Right of God, (for Man had no Power (Joh. 12. 
20.) to alzenate himſelf) was to be ſubdued : having 
no juſt Title, he was to be ca## out by Power. Luke 
I1. 35. And noleſs than the Divine Power could 
accompliſh our viftorious Reſcue from him. In his 
Love he pitied us, and hi holy Arm got him the Vitto- 
7y, Ia, 63.9. Heis the Author of eternal Salvats- 
0, Heb. 7. 23, which no inferiour Agent could ever 
accompliſh. ?Tis God alone can overcome Death, 
and him that had the Power of Death, and bring us 
ſafely to Felicity. 

Beſides, onr King muſt be Mar, that by the Ex- 
cellency of his Example, he might lead us in the 
way of Life. The moſt rational Method to reform 


.the World, is, not only to enatt Laws tobe the Role 


of- vertuous Actions, but for Law-givers to make 
Vertue honourable and imitable by their own Pra- 
tice. And to encourage us in the Holy War againſt 
our Enemies viſible and inviſible, *twas congruous 
that the Prince of our Salvation ſhould take the hn- 
mane Nature, and ſubmit to the Inconveniences of 
our 
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our warfaring State. As Kings when they deſign a 


2lorious Congque#?, go forth in Perſon, and willingly 
endure the Hardſhips of a Military Condition, to 
animate their Armies. The Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 
2, 10. that it beeame him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many Sons to Glory, 


eo make the Captain of their Salvation perfett through 
Sufferings. God the great Deſigner of all things, fore- 
ſceing the Sufferings to which the Godly would be 
expoſed in the World, ordained it as moſt conveni- 
ent that the Author of their Deliverance ſhould by 
Sufferings obtain the Reward, that by his Example 
he might ſtrengthen and deliver thoſe that ſuffer to 
the end. Apain, the Son of God entred into our 
Family, and is not aſhamed to call us Brethren, Heb. 
2.11. To make his Scepter amiable to us; Heexer- 
ciſeth his Dominion with a nataral and ſenſible touch 
of Pity, he pardons our Failings and'puts a value oi 
our ſincere though mean Services, as an Honour dohe 
to him. Briefly, In him there is a Combi#ation of 
Power and Love ; The Power of the Deity witli 
the'Tendernefs and Clemency' of the -Hurave 'Na- 
ture, He ts the mighty God, ard Prijice of Pedte, Ia! 
6.9. He t#a King juit and powerful againiiF our Erit- 
mics, but mild and gentle'to his People, Zec. 9.' 'He'is 
willing to remove from us all the Evils we cannot 
endure, our Sins'and Sorrows: and able to convey 
to us ail the Bleſſings we are capable to enjoy. / In 
all his Glory he remembers thatche*is our SaviGur.” 
At the Day of Fudgment (Tit. 2. 13.) when hefhall 
come with a Train of mighty Angas, he will be as: 
tender of Man, as when he ſuffered or the Croſs. 
And from hence we may difcover the Excellency of 
God's contrivance in uniting the Divine and'Humian' 
Nature in our Redeemer, that he might have Abili- 
ty and affeftton to qualiie him for that great and 


bleſſed Work. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Divine Wiſdom appears 1n the de/ig- 
»ation of the Perſon. For God reſolving to ſave 
Man in a way that is honourable to his Juſtice, it 
was expedient a Perſon in the Bleſſed 7rinity ſhoald 
be put into a State of Subjection, to endure the Pu- 
niſhment due to Sin ; but it was not convenient the 
Father ſhould : For, 

1. He muſt. then have been ſent into the World, 
which is incongruons to the Relations that are be- 
tween thoſe glorious Perſons. For as they ſubliſt in a 
certain Order, ſo their Operations are according to 
the manner of their Subſiſtence. The Father is from 
himſetf,and the frrſ# Motions in all things are aſcrib?d 
to him ; the Sez is from the Father, and all his aons 
take their riſe from him.7 he Son can do nothing of him- 
ſelf. but what he feeth the Father do, Joh.5.19. Theef- 
feting our Redemption 1s referr*d to the Father's 
Willas the fupreme Cauſe : or Saviour npon his en- 
trance into the World to undertake that Work, 
declares, / come ta do thy Will O God, Heb. 10. 7. 
Upon rhis account the Apoſtle addreiles his Thanks 
to: the Father as the firſt Agent in dur Salvation, 
Col. 1. 12. which is not to teſfen: the Glory of the 
Sor. and Spirit, but to ſignify that inthe Accompliſh- 
ment of it, their working follows their Being, 

.2., It was not hit that the Father ſhoald be incar- 
ate, for be muſt then have ſuſtainet the part of- a 
Gniminal, and'apptar'd-in that Quality before' the 
Supreme Judg : But this was not:conſonant to the' 
Order among the Perſors. ' Fox although they are of 
equal Majeſty,, being «ze God, yet the' Father is the 
fo#iPerſon;, and.to him-it beloagy\ moſt congruouſly 
to be the Guardian of the Laws and Rights of 
Heaven; to exact Satisfaction' for Offtnices; and to 
xecelve Interceſſions for the Pardon of the Penitent. 

- 3- Neither was#-fit that the T hird-Perſon ſhould 
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undertake that Work. For belides the Sacrifice for 
Propitiation, it was neceſlary . the Divine Power 
ſhould be exerred to enlighten the Minds, and encline 
the Wills of Men to receive the Redeemer, that the 
Benefits of his Death might be applied to them (c). 
Now the Redeemer is conſider'd as the Objett, and 
the Holy Spirit as the Diſpoſer of the Faculty to 
receive it. And in the zatwral Order of things, 
the Objett muſt exiſt before the Operation of the Fa- 
culty upon it. There muſt be /zghr before the Eye can 
lee. So in the 4:ſpoſition of the cauſes of our Salvation, 
theRedeemer muſt be ordain'd,and Salvatioz purcha- 
ſed,before the Divine Power is put forth to enable the 
Soul to receive it ; and accordingly tis the Office of 
the Spirit,who is the Power of God, Luk. 1.35. and by 
whom the Father and the Son execute all things, to 
render effeftual the Redemption procured by the Sor. 

Briefly, the 4jſ:on of the Perſons is according 
to their Principle. The Father ſends the Sonto ac- 
quire Salvation for us; John 3. 17. the Son ſends 
the Spirit to apply it ; Joh. 16. 7. Thus there is no 
diſturbing of their Sacred Order ; more particular- 
ly in appointing the Son to allume the Humane Na- 
ture, and to reſtore lapſed Man, the Wiſdom of God 
is evident : For by that, 

1. The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are pre- 
ſerved intire : the ſame Title is appropriated to 
both Natures in our Mediator. His State on Earth 
correſponds with his State in Heaven. He 1s the 0#- 
ly Son from Eternity, and the frſt-born in time : 
and the Honour due to the eternal and divine, and to 
the temporal but ſupernatural Sonſhip, is attributed to 
Him. 

2, To unite the glorious Titles of Creator ay 
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Redeemer in the ſame Perſon. The Father made 
the World by the Son, Heb. 1. 2: By this Title he 
had an original Propriety in Man, which could not 
be extinguith'd: Though we had forfeited our Right 
in him, he did not loſe his Right in us. Our con- 
tract with Satan could not »wllify it. Now *twas 
conſonant that the Son ſhould be employed to recover 
his own, that the Creator in the Beginning ſhould 
be the Redeemer in the fulneſs of time. 

3. Who could more fhitly reſtore us to Favour, 
and the Right of Children, than the only begorren, 
and only beloved Son, who is the ſingular and everlaſt- 
ing Objef of his Father's delight ? Our relation to 
God is an imitation and expreſſion of Chriſt's. He 
is a Son by nature, a Servant by condeſcenſion ; we 
are Servants by Nature, and Sons by Grace and Fa- 
wvour, Eph. 1. 5- Our Adoption into the line of Hea- 
ven is by the purchaſe of his Blood. The eternal 
Son took, fleſh, and was made under the Law, that we 
might receive the Adoption of Sons, Ron.8.29, Who 
was more fit: to repair the Image of God in Man, 
and beautifie his Nature, that was defiled with Sin, 
than the Son who is the expreſs Image of his Father's 
Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. and Brightneſs and Beauty it ſelf ? 
Who can better communicate the Divine Counſels to 
us, than the Eternal Word ? 

4. The Wiſdom of God appears in making the 
Remedy to have a proportion to the cauſe of our Ru- 
ine; that as we fell in Adam our Repreſentative ( 1 
Cor, 15. 22.) ſo weare raiſed by Chriſt, the Head 
of our Recovery. The Apoſtle makes the compa- 
Tiſon between the firi# and ſecond Adam ;, Rom. 5. 
18, 19. Therefore as by the Offence of one, Juds- 
ment came wpon all to Condemnation ;, even ſoby the 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Mex to 
the Juſtification ef Life, For as by one Man's Diſobe- 
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dience many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of 
one many ſhall be made rightcous (d). They are con- 
{der?d as Cauſes of contrary Effeits. The Effetts 
are Sin and Righteouſneſs, Condemnation and Ju- 
ſtification. As the Diſobedience of the firſt Adam 
is meritoriouſly imputcd to all his Natural Poſteri- 
ty. and brings Death upon all; ſo the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the ſecond is meritoriouſly imputed to all 
his Spiritual Progeny, to obtain Life for them. 
The Carnal Adam having loſt Original Righteouſ- 
neſs, derivcs a corrupt Nature to all that deſcend 
from him. And the Spiritual having by his Obe- 
dience purchaſed Divine Grace for us, ( that being 
the price without which ſo rich a Treaſure as Ho- 
lineſs could not be obtain'd ) conveys a vital Efh- 
Cacy to renew his People. The ſame Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs which anointed our Redeemer does quicken 
all his Race, that as they have born the Image of the 
Eart ly, they may bear the Image of the Heavenly 
Adam: 1 Cor. 15. 49, 

5. The Divine Wiſdom is viſible in the manner 
whereby our Redemption 1s accompliſh*d ; that is, 
by the Humiliation of the Son of God. By this he 
did counterwork the Sin of Angels and Man (e). 
Pride is the Poiſon of every Sin, for in every one 
the Creature prefers his Pleaſure, and ſets up his 
Will above God's : but it was the ſpecial Sin of A- 
dam. The Devil would have levell'd Heaven by an 
unpardonable Uſurpation ; he ſaid, 7 will be likg 
the Moit High : and Man infected with his breath, 
( you ſhall be like God ) became ſick of the ſame 
Diſeaſe. Now Chriſt, that by the quality of the 
Remedy he might cure our Diſcaſe in its m—_ 
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and caſe, applied to our Pride an unſpeakable Hu- 
mility. 

Man was guilty of the higheſt Robbery in affect- 
ing to be equal with God, and the Eternal Son 
who was in the form of God, and equal to him in Ma- 
jeſty and Authority, Phil. 2. 6. without Sacriledg 
or Uſurpation, he emptied himſelf by aſſuming 
the Humane Nature in 1ts Servile State. The Word 
was made Fleſh, Joh. 1. 14. the meanelt part is ſpe- 
cified, to ſignifie the greatneſs of his Abaſemenr. 
There is ſuch an infinite diſtance between God and 
Fleſh, that the Condeſcenſion is as admirable as 
the Contrivance. So great was the Malignity of 
our Pride, for the cure of which fuch a profound 
Humility was requiſite. By this he deltroyed the 
firſt work, of the Devil ;, 1 John 3. 8. 

6. The Wiſdom of God appears in ordaining 
ſuch contemptible, and in appearance oppolite 
means, to accompliſh ſuch glorious Effefts. The 
Way is as wonderful as the Work. That Chriſt 
by dying on the Croſs, a reputed MalefaCtor, 
ſhould be made our Eternal Righteouſneſs, that de- 
ſ{cending to the Grave, He ſhould bring up the 
loſt World to Life and Immortality, is ſo incredi- 
ble to our narrow Underſtandings,that He faves us, 
and aſtoniſhes us at once. And in nothing cis 
more vilible, That the Thoughts of God are as far 
above our Thoughts, and his Ways above our Ways, as 
Heaven is ab0ve the Earth ;, Iſa. 55.8. 'Tis a 
Secret 1n Phyſick to compound the moſt noble Reme- 
dies of things deſtruftive to Nature, and thereby 
make one Death vicorious over another : But that 
Eternal Life ſhould ſpring from Death, Glory from 
Iznominy, Bleſſedneſs from a Curle, is ſo repug- 
nant to Humane Senſe, that to render the Belief 
of it eaſie, 'twas foretold by many Prophecies, = 

T when 


— — — - —— q 
R %- —_ . JS, ” —_— 


CS a. 


-————— ——_— 
a ® = m nn» eee, a 


LOS 


— — — 
_ —_ 


D— 
—_—_— EET 


” 


96 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


when it came to paſs, it might be look'd on as the 
cfte& of God's Eternal Counſel, The Apoſtle tells 
us 1 Cor. 1. 23. that Chriſt crucified was to the Jews 
a ſtumbling-block., and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs, The 
grand Sophies of the World eſteemed it abſurd and 
unreaſonable to believe, that He who was expoſed 
to Sufferings, cou'd ſave others : but thoſe who are 
called, diſcover that the Doctrine of Salvation by 
the Croſs of Chrilt, which the World counted Folly, 
(ver. 24.) is the great Wiſdom of God, and moſt 
convenient for his end. A double reaſon is given 
of this Method. 

1. Becauſe the Heathen World did not find and 
own God in the way of Nature. For after that, in 
the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not 
God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to 
ſave them tha believe ;, 2 Cor. 1.21. The frame of 
the World is called the Wiſdom of God; the 
name of the Cauſe is given to the Efe@, in regard 
the Divine Wiſdom is fo clearly diſcovered there, 
as if it had taken a viſible Form,and preſented it ſelf 
to the view of Men. But thoſe who profeſſed them- 
ſelves wiſe, did not acknowledg the Creator : For 
tome conceited the World to be eternal, others that 
It was the produCt of Chance, ( Rom. 1.22.) and 
became guilty of the moſt abſolute Contradicion 
to Reaſon. For who can believe that one who is 
blind from his Birth, and by conſequence perfectly 
ignorant of all Colours, and of the Art of Pain- 
7477, ſhould take a bundle of Pencils into his Hand, 
and dipping them in Colours mixt. and corrupted, 
Paint a great Battel. with that perfection in the De- 
ſien, propriety in the Colours, diſtinCtion in the Ha- 
bits and Countenances, as if it were not repreſented 
but preſent to the Speftarors? Who ever ſaw a 
Temple, or Palace, or any regular Building, ſpring 
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from the ſtory Bowels of a Mountain ? Yet ſome fa- 
mous Philoſophers became thu: vain in their Imagi- 
nations, Rom.1. 21. fancying that the World.pro- 
ceeded from the caſual concourſe of Atoms. And 
the reſt of them neglefted to know God fo far as 
they might, and to honour him ſo far as they knew. 
They debaſed the Deity by unworthy conceptions 
of his Nature, and by performing ſuch Acts of 
Worfhip, as were not fit for a rational Spirit to 
offer, nor for the pure Majeſty of Heaven to re- 
ceive. Belides, they aſcribed his Name, Attributes, 
and Honour to Creatures : not only the Lights of 
Heaven, and the ſecret Powers which they ſuppo- 
ſed did govern them ; not only Kings, and Great 
Men, who were by their Authority raiſed above 04 
thers, but the moſt deſpicable things in Naturey 
Beaſts and Birds were the Objetts of their Adora= 
tion. They changed the Glory of the uncorfuptible 
God, into an Image made like to a corruptible Man, and 
to Birds, and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping things ;; 
Rom. 1. 23. A Sin fo foul, that it betrayed them 
to brutiſh Blindneſs, and to the moſt infamous Luſts, 
natural and unnatural, Now ſince the moſt clear 
and open diſcovery of God's Wiſdom was ineffeftu= 
al to reclaim the World, He was pleaſed to change 
his Method. They neglefted Him appearing in his 
Majeſty, and he now comes cloathed with Infirm:= 
zies : And ſince by natural Light they would not ſee 
God the Creator, He is imperceptible to the Light 
of Nature as Redeemer : The diſcovery of Him 
depends on Revelation, The Wiſdom of God in 
making the World is evident to every Eye, but the 
Goſpel is Wiſdom in a Myſtery, 1 Cor. 2.7. The 
Deity was conſpicuous in the Creation, but conceal'd 
under a vail of Fleſh when he wrought our Re 


demption, He was more eafily diſcovex'd when in- 
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viſible, than when viſible : He created the World 
by Power, but reſtor'd it by Swfferings. 

2. Thet the Honour of all might ſolely redound 
to him. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
World to confound the wiſe ;, and the weak things of the 
World to confound the things that are mighty, and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed God 
hath choſen ;, yea, and: things that are tot, to bring 
to nought things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
preſence : 1 Cor. 1.27, 28, 29, Thus Aoſts, the 
the Redeemer of 7/rael, was an Infant expoſed to 
the Mercy of the Waters, drawn forth from an Ark 
cf Bull-ruſhes, and not cmployed whilft he lived 
in the. Splendour of the Court, but when baniſh?d 
as a Criminal, and depriv'd of all Power, And 
our Redeemer took not on him the Nature of An- 
gels, equal to Satan in Power, but took part of Fleſh 
and Blood (f), the more ſignally to trumph over 
that proud Sptrit in the Human Nature which was 
inferiour to his, and had been vanquiſht by him in 
Paradiſe. Therefore he did not immediately ex- 
erciſe Omnipotent Power to deſtroy him, but ma-+ 
nag'd our Weakneſs and Infirmity to forl the roar- 
ing Lion. He did not enter into the Combat in 
the Glory of his Deity, but diſguis'd under the 
Humane Nature, which was fſubje&t to Mortality. 
Ard thus the Devil is overcome 1n the fame manner 
as he firſt got the Victory : for as the whole Race 
of Man was captivated by him in Adam the Repre- 
ſentative ; ſo Believers are viforious over him as 
the Tempter and Tormentor, by the Conqueſt that 
Chriſt their Repreſentatiye obtain*d in the Wilder- 
neſs, and on the Croſs. And as our ruine was ef- 
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fected by the Subtilty of Satan, ſo our recovery is 
wrought by the Wiſdom of God ; who takes the 
wiſe in their own Craftineſs 3 1 Cor. 1. The Devil 
excited Judas by Avarice, the Fews by Malice, and 
Pilate from reaſon of State, to accompliſh the 
Death of Chriſt, and he then ſcemed to be vitt»- 
rious. Now what' was more honqurable to the 
Prince of our Salvation, than-the turning the Ene- 
mies point upon his own Breaſt, and by dymg, to 
overcome him that had the Power of Death ? Heb. 2.14. 
This was lignitied in the firſt Promiſe of the Go- 
{pe, where'the Salvation of Man is inclo2d in the 
Curſe of the Serpent, that 1s, the Devil cloathed 
with that Figure, /t jhall brwſe thy Head, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe bus Heel ;, Gen. 3. 15, Thatis, the Son 
of God thould by ſuffering in our Fleſh, overcome 
the Enemy of Mankind, and reſcne innumerable 
Captives from his Tyranny : Here the Events are 
moſt contrary to the probability of their Cax/e. 
And what is more worthy of God, than to obtain 
his ends in ſack a manner, as the Glory of all may 
be in ſolidum aſcribed to Him ? 

7. The Divme Wiſdom appears in laying the 
deſien of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, as to pro- 
vide for the Comfort, and promote the Holineſs 
of Man. This is God's Szonature upon all Heaven- 
ly Dodtrines, which diſtinguiſhes them from Carnal 
Inventions, they have a dire(t Tendency to promote 
his Glory, and the real Benefit of the Rational 
Creature : Thus the way. of Salvation by Jefus 
Chrift, is moſt fit as to reconcile God to Man by 
ſecuring his Honour, ſo to reconcile Man to God 
by encouraging, his Hope. Till this be effefted, he 
can never be happy in Communion with God : For 
that is nothing elſe but the reciprocal Exerciſe of 
Love between God _- the Soul, Now nothing 
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can repreſent God as amiable to a guilty Creature, 
but his inclination to Pardon. Whilſt there are 
:.pprehenſions of inexorable Severity, there will be 
#;:rd Thoughts burning in the Breaſt againſt God : 
"il the Soul is releaſed from Terrors it can never 
zruly, love him. To extinguiſh our Hatred, he muſt 
conquer our Fears, and this he hath done by giving 
us the moſt undoubted and convincing Evidence of 
his Aﬀections. 

1, By contracting the moſt intimate Allsance 
with Mankind. In this God is not only lovely, but 
Love; 1 Joh. 4. 8,9. and his Love is not only vi{i- 
ble to our Underſtandings, but to our Senſes : The 
Divine Nature in Chrilt is joyned to the Humane, 
inan Union that 1s not typical or temporary, but 
real and permanent. The Word was mad: Fleſh; 
Joh. 1. And in him dwells the Fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily Col.1. Now as Love is an Aﬀection 
of Union, ſo the ſtrifteſt Vnion is an Evidence of the 
greateſt Love. The Son of God took the Seed of 
Abraham, ( Heb. 2.) the original Element of our 
Nature, that our Intere## in Him might be more 
clear and certain. He ſtoop'd from the height of 
his Glory to our low Embraces, that we might 
with more Confidence lay hold on his Mercy. 

2. By providing compleat Satisfaftion to offend- 
ed Juſtice. Theguilty convinced Creature is reſt- 
leſs, and inquiſitive after a way to eſcape the Wrath 
to come, For being under the apprehenſion that 
God is an incenſed Judg, ?tis very ſenſible of the 
greatneſs and nearneſs of the Danger, there be- 
ing nothing between it and: Eternal Torments, but 
a thin vail of Fleſh. Now an abundant SatisfaCtion 
is made, that moſt effeCtually expiates and aboliſhes 
the guilt of Sin : that is a temporary Act, but of 
zQtnite Evil being committed againſt at- _ 
Jeet 
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jet ; the Death of Chriſt was a Temporary Paſſion, 
but of finite value in reſpeCt of the Subject ; the 
Honour of the Law is fully repaired, ſo that God 
is juſtly merciful, and diſpenſes Pardon to the Glory 
of his Righteouſneſs. He hath ſet forth bus Son to be 
a Propitiation through Faith in hs Blood, tqgdeclare his 
Righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier 
of him who believes in JFeſw;, Rom. 3.25. And what 
itronger Security can be given, that God 1s ready 
to pardon Man, upon his accepting the terms of the 
Goſpel, than the giving his Son to be our Atone- 
ment ? If the Stream {well ſo high as to overflow 
the Banks, will it ſtop in a deſcending Valley ? 
Hath He with ſo dear an Experce ſatisfied his Juſtice, 
and will he deny his Mercy to relenting and re- 
turning Sinners? This Argument is powerful e- 
nough to overcome the moſt obſtinate Infidelity. 

3- By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he aſſures 
our Hopes of Heaven, which is a Reward ſo great 
and glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to 
ſuſpect we ſhall never enjoy it. We are ſecure of 
his Faithfulneſs, having his infallible Promiſe ; and 
of his Goodneſs, having fuch a Pledg in our Hands. 
As the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 8. 32. If he hath given 
4 his Son, will he not with him give us all things?” 
Will he give us the Tree of Life, and no: permit 
us to eat of its Fruit ? Is it conceivable that having 
laid the Foundation of our Happineſs in the Death 
of his Son, an Act to which his tender Aﬀection 
ſeem'd ſo repugnant, that He will not perform the 
reſt, which He can do by the meer ſignification of 
his Will ? *Tis an excellent encouragement St. .A- 
ftin propounds from hence ;, Securns eſto accepturum 
te vitam ipſius, qui pignus habes mortu ipſins, 8c. Be 
aſſured thou ſhalt partake of his Life, who haſt the 
Pledg of it in his Death. He hath performed more 
H 3 than 
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than He promiſed. "Tis more incredible that the 
Eternal ſhould die, than that a Mortal Creature 
ſhould live for ever. 

In ſhort ; Since no mortal Eye can diſcover the 
Heavenly Glory, to convince us of the reality of 
the inviſigle State, and to ſupport our departing 
Souls in their paſſage through the dark and terrti- 
ble Valley, our Saviour roſe from the Grave, aſcen- 
ded in our Nature to Heaven, and is the model of 
our Happineſs : He is at the Right-hand of God 
to diſpenſe Life and Immortality to all that believe 
on Him. And what can. be more comfortable to 
us, than the aſſurance of that Bleſſedneſs, which 
as It eclipſes all the Glory of the World, fo it 
makes Death it ſelf deſirable in order to the enjoy- 
ment of it ? | 

2. As the Comfort, ſo the Holineſs of Man is 
moſt promoted in this way of our Redemption. 
Suppoſe we had been recovered upon eaſter terms, 
the Evil of Sin would have been lellen'd in our 
eſteem. We are apt to judg of the danger of a 
Diſeaſe from the difficulty of its Cure. Hunger is 
reputed a ſmall trouble, ( altho if it be not fatis- 
fied 'twill prove deadly ) becauſe a ſmall price will 
procure what may remove it ; And the Mercy that 
{ves us, had not appeared ſo great. He that falls 
into a Pit, and is drawn forth by an eaſie pull of 
the Hand, doth not think himſelf greatly obliged 
to the Perſon that help'd him, though if he had 
remained there he muſt have periſh'd. But when 
the Son of God had ſuffered for us, more than 
ever one Friend ſufter*d for another, or a Father 
for a Son, or than the Strength and Patience of an 
Angel could endure; who would not be ſtruck 
with Horrour at the thoughts of that Poiſon which 
required ſuch a dreadful Cyre ? And the benefit we 

t recelve 


fn Contriving Man's Redemption. 103 


receive in ſo coſtly 2 way, is juſtly magnified by us. 
Now what is more apt to inilame our Love ta God, 
than the admirable expreſſion of bis Love to us, 
in that with the moſt precious Blood he ranſom'd 
us from Hell? How doth it endear Obedience, 
that God hath ſacrificed his Son, to keep us from 
atts of Hoſtility ? So that the Grace of the 
Goſpel is ſo far from indulging Sin, that it gives 
the moſt deadly Wound to it. Eſpecially when the 
Tenowr of the New Covenant is, That the con- 
demned Creature, in order to receive Pardon, and 
the Benefits that are purchaſed, muſt receive the 
BenefaQor, with the moſt intire conſent, for his 
Prince and Saviour. The Law of Faith requires 
\ us to ſubmit to his Scepter, as well as to depend 

upon his Sacrifice. The Goſpel is a conditional 
Att of Oblivion, that none may venture to ſit upon 
confidence of Pardon. 

And ſince the occaſion of the Fall was from a 
conceit that Man could better his Eſtate by com- 
plying with the Tempter, and obtain a more deſi- 
rable Happineſs in the Creature, than in the Favour 
of God : his Recovery is by revealing to him 
wherein true Bleſſedneſs conſiſts ; and giving him 
an aſſurance that he may obtain it. For Man will 
never ſubject himſelf to God as his Higheſt Lord, 
till he looks on him as his laſt End, and Soveraign 
Good. Now the Goſpel offers to us the molt ef- 
fectual means, to convince Man of the folly of his 
choice, in making the Creature his Happineſs. For 
the Son of God who was Heir of all things during 
his continuance in the World, was in the perpe- 
tual exerciſe of Self-denial. He lived a deſpiſed 
Life, and died an ignominious Death, to diſcover 
to us, that as the Miſeries of this Life can't make 


us truly miſerable, ſo the Proſperitics of it cam 
H 4 make 
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make ys truly. happy. Beſides, how 1s it poſlible 
that the wretched enjoyment of this World, ſhould 
be the Bleſſedneſs for which He ſpent his Sweat, his 
Tears, his Blood ? The rich price he laid down 
doth moſt powerfully convince us, That our Felici- 
ty is infinitely more valuable than all earthly things, 
and can be no leſs than the fruition of God himſelf. 
Thus the Divine Wiſdom hath ſo ordered the way 
of our Salvation, that as Mercy and Juſtice in God, 
ſo Holineſs and Comfort may be perteCtly united in 
the reaſonable Creature. | 


—_—— 


_ —_— 


CHAP: VI. 


Prattical Inferences. A ſuperlative degree of Praiſe 
andThankfulneſs due to God for the revelation of the 
Goſpel: *T:s not diſcovered by the Creation. © 'Ti 
above the reach of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen 
World is intirely ignorant of it. *T pure Grace 
that diſtinguiſhes one Nation from another, i ſend- 

 #ng the Goſpel. Evangelical Knowledge deſerves 
our moſt ſerious ſiudy. The Goſpel exceeds all con- 
templative and praCtick Sciences, Contemplative 
7n the greatneſs of its Objeft, and the certainty of 
zts Principle. PraCtick 7 the excellency of its End, 
. and the efficacy of the Means. 


T. Hat a Superlative degree of Praiſe and 
| Thankfulneſs is due to God, for reveal- 

ing his eternal and compaſſionate Counſel in order 
£0 our Salvation ? The Fall of Man was ſo wound- 
ing and deadly, that only an Infinite Underſtand- 
Ing could find out the means for his Recovery. And 
if that Mercy which moved the Lord to ordain the 
Remedy, had not diſcoyer'd it, a thick cloud of De- 
4 ſpair 
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ſpair had cover'd Mankind, being for ever unable 


to conceive the way of our Redemption. ?Tis a 


” 


' Myſtery which Eye hath: not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor 


hath entred into the Heart of Man to concerve. 1 Cor.2. 
All Humane Knowledge is acquir'd by two ſorts of 
Faculties ; the exrernal- and mternal. Of the firſt, 
Sight and Hearing are the moſt ſpiritual, and con- 
vey the knowledge of the moſt worthy Objects. 
They are the Senſes of Diſcipline, the other three 
are immerſt in matter, and are incapable to make 
{ſuch clear diſcoveries. Beſides thoſe impreſlions that 
are made on the ſenſes, we may form ſome Ideas in 
the imagination ; upon which the mind reflefting 
may argue and diſcourſe : Thus far the light and 
vigour of the underſtanding can only go. So that 
the Apoſtle declares that the whole plor of the Go- 
{pel was without the compaſs of our moſt ſearching 
faculties. This will be evident by conſidering, 

1. There was no diſcovery of it in the Creation : 
the Voice of the Heavens inſtructs us concerning the 
being of God, but not in the ſecrets of his Will. 
The Oeconomy of Man's Redemption is the mer- 
ciful deſign of God, which hath no connection with 
the exiſtence of the creatures, but A only up- 
on his good pleaſure. "Tis as impoſlible toread the 
Divine Decrees in the Volume of the World, as for 
the eye to diſcover a Sound, which hath neither Fi- 
gure, Colour, nor viſible Motion. Beſides, the Glo- 
rious Nature of God in three Perſons, which is the 
Foundation of this Myſterious Mercy, is not made 
known by the viſible frame of the Univerſe. ?Tis 
true, in all External Works the three Perſons are 
equally concerned : being of one Eſſence, they are 
of one Efficacy ; and the Eſſential perfeftions of the 
Deity as they concur, ſo they are evident in the pro- 
duction of all things. The firſt motive is Goodpels, 

om. 
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Rom. 1. 20. that which orders and direfts is Wiſ- 
dom, that which executes is Power. And the ſe- 
veral ranks of Creatures, according to their ſtate, 
refle&t an honour on their Author. Things endued 
with life, declare him to be the Fountain of Life, 
and intelleCtual creatures repreſent him to be the Fa- 
ther of Lights. But the perſonal Being as perſonal, 
operating nothing out of the Divine Nature, there 
is no reſemblance in the World that expreſles the 
DiltinCtion, Propriety, and Singularity of the Per- 
ſons, ſo as todiſcover them to the humane Under- 
ſtanding. Thoſe deeper Myſteries of the Deity are 
only made known by the Word of God. 

2. ?Tis above the ſtrain and reach of natural Rea- 
ſon to attain to the knowledge of it. There are ſe- 
minal ſparks of the Law sn the heart of Man, Rom. 
2. 15. ſome common principles of Piety, Juſtice, and 
Charity, without which the World would ſoon dis- 
band, and fall into confuſion ; but there is not the 
lealt preſumption or conjecture of the contrivance of 
the Goſpel. Though miſery ſharpens the Mind, and 
makes it more ingenious to find out ways of Delive- 
rYance, yet here Reaſon was utterly at a loſs. How 
could it ever enter into the thoughts of the 1/raelites 
that by ereCting a Brazen Serpent on a Pole, and 
looking towards it, the wounds made by the Fiery 
Serpents ſhould be healed? And how could guilty 
Man find out a way to fatisfie Infinite Juſtice by the 
Suftcrings of a Mediator, and to heal the wounded 
ſpirit by believing on him ? The moſt inquiring 
Reaſon could never have thought of the Wonders of 
the Incarnation, that a Yireiz ſhould conceive, and 
a God be born, nor of the Death of the Prince of 
Life, and the ReſurreCtion, and Aſcenſion of the 
Lord of Glory. We may ſee how impoſlible it is 
for the natural underſtanding to diſcover the myſte- 

ry 
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ry of Redemption, when thoſe that had the higheſt 
reputation for Wiſdom were ignorant of the Crea- 
tion. The Philoſophers were divided in nothing 
more, than in their account of the Worlds Original. 
(g) Some imagin'd it to proceed from Water, 
others from.Fire ; ſome from Order, others from 
Confuſion ſome to be from Eternity, others in 
Time. If the Soul's eye be ſo weakned as not to ſee 
that Eternal Power, which is ſo apparent in its ef- 
fefts, much leſs could it pierce into the Will, and 
free Determinations of God; of which there is not 
the leaſt intimation or ſhadow in the things that are 
made. This Wiſdom comes from above, and was 
hidden from Ages and Generations.-Rom.1 6.5. Tis cal- 
led the Myſtery of Chriſt ;, Epheſ. 3. 4- He is the Ob- 
ject, and Revealer of it : The yfery of Faith, 
1 Tim. 3. 9. the diſcovery of which was by pure 
Revelation : The Myſtery of bs Will, Ephel: 1. 9. 
an inviolable Secret till he was pleaſed to make 
it known. Were the Humane Underſtanding as 
clear as 'tis corrupt, yet it cannot by the ſtrength 
of diſcourſe arrive to the knowledge of it. Su- 
pernatural Revelation was neceſſary to diſcover 
it to the Angels. The Thoughts of Men are a 
ſecret, into which the Creator alone hath right to 
enter, 2 Chron. 6. 30. It being his Prerogative to 
ſearch the Heart. The Angels conjeCture only, from 
the diſpoſitions of Men, from outward: circumſtan- 
ces, from the Images in the Fancy, and from mate- 
rial impreſſions on the Blood and Spirits, what are 
the thoughts of the Heart : and' much leſs can they 
diſcover the Counſel of God himſelf. The Apoſtle 
tells us, Epheſ. 3. 10. To Principalities and Powers 


il 
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Ce) Facilis inter Horologia quam inter Philoſophos convenier, 
$entc, | 
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in Feavenly places, by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 
of God is made knows. ' By the firſt coming of Chriſt, 
and the converſion of the World, the depths of the 
Divine Wiſdom were opened, and there remains 
much undiſcover?d, which his ſecond Coming ſhall 
gloriouſly make known. Before the firſt they un- 
deritood not the foundation, till the ſecond not the 
perfettion of our Recovery. Briefly, the Sprrit that 
ſearches the Myſterious Counſels of God, 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
is the alone Intelligencer of Heaven, that reveals 
them to the World. And the more to incite us with 
ſincere and humble Thankfulneſs to acknowledge 
this invaluable Mercy, it will be uſeful to reflect on 
the ſtate of the Heathen World, who are intirely 

ignorant of this Myſtery. 
The Apoſtle deſcribes the caſe of the Gentiles in 
ſuch terms as argue it to be extreamly dangerous, 
if not deſperate. Epheſ. 2. 12. Their underſtandings 
were darkned, being alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in them. They were without 
Chriſt, aliens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, ſtran- 
gers from the Covenant of the Promiſe, without hope, 
They had no ſenſe of their Miſery, no expectation, 
nor deſire of Mercy. Not only the barbarous -and 
ſavage, but the poliſht and civiliz?d Nations are 
called «69, being without the knowledge of the 
true God, and of a Saviour. Philoſophy never made 
one Believer- And as the want of a Sovereign Re- 
medy expoſes a Man that hath a mortal Diſeaſe to 
certain ruine ; ſo the ſingle Ignorance of the Goſpel 
leaves Men in a ſtate of Perdition. *Tis true, where 
the Faculties are not capable, or the Object is not 
revealed, God doth not impute the want of Know- 
ledg as a crime. But Salvation is obtain*d only by the 
Covenant of Grace, which is founded in the Satis- 
tachion of the Redeemer. And 'tis by the yon 
of 
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of him that he juſtifies many. Iſa. 53. 11. God would 
have all Men ſaved by coming to the knowledge of the 
Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. that is the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel, ſo called in reſpect of its excellency, being the 
moſt profitable that ever was reveaPd. The Infants 
of Believers are ſav*d by ſpecial Priviledge, for the 
merits of Chriſt, without any apprehenſion of him. 
But others who are come to the ufe of Reaſon, are 
-made partakers of Bleſſedneſs by the Knowledge of 
God in Chriſt. This is Life Eternal, to know Thee to 
be the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent. John 17. 33 The Sun quickens ſome creatures 
by its vital Influences, which are buried in the caves 
of the Earth, and never ſee the Light. But the Sur 
of Righteouſneſs illuminates all whom he ſaves. What 
degree of Knowledge is neceſſary of the Dignity of 
his Perſon, and the Efficacy of his Mediation, I can- 
not determine : But that the Heathens, who are ab- 
ſolutely ſtrangers to tlie only means of our recovery, 
and do not believe on God reconciled in the Son of 
his Love, ſhould partake of ſaving Mercy ; I do not 
ſee any thing in the Goſpel (which is the Revelati- 
on of God's Will concerning our Salvation) upon 
which to build a rational Hope. Indeed if any Hea- 
then were ferioufly penitent, God is ſo merciful, 
that He-would rather diſpatch an Angel from Hea- 
ven, ſaying, Deliver him from going down into the pit, 
I have found a ranſome, or by ſome extraordinary 
way inſtruct him in the neceſſary knowledge of our 
Saviour, than ſuffer him to periſh. But Repen- 
trance as well as Forgiveneſs is purchaſed and diſpen- 
ſed alone by our Saviour. A.5. 31. And that any 
received this benefit, who are intirely ignorant of 
the Benefactor, we cannot tell. Now this ſhould 
raiſe our elteem of the diſcriminating fayour of God 
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What a flood of Errors and Miſeries cover'd the 
Earth, when the Grace of God that brings Salvatiou 
firſt appeared? The Deluge was univerſal, and ſo was 
the Deſtruction. Thoſe that were moſt renowned 
for Wiſdom, the Philoſophers of Greece, and the 
Orators of Rome, were {wallowed up, only 'the 
Church of Chriſt is triumphant over the mercileſs 
Waters. When Noah from the top of the Moyn- 
tain ſaw the ſad remains of that dreadful Inundati- 
on, what a lively ſenſe of Joy polleſt his breaſt ? As 
Miſery is heightened, ſo Happineſs is ſet off by com- 
pariſon : (þ) Not that there is any regular content 
to ſee the deltruction of others ; but the ſenſe of our 
own preſervation from a common ruine, raiſes our 
joy to its higheſt elevation. The fir/# work of Noah 
after his deliverance was to build an Altar on which 
to offer the Sacritices of Thankſpiving to his Prefer- 
ver. (z) We ſhould imitate his Example. 

How many Nations unknown to our World re- 
main in the !2arkneſs, and Shadow of Death, now 
the Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited us ? This 
ſpecial Favour calls for ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were 

there any qualities in us to encline God to prefer us 
before others, it wquid leſſen our efteem of the Be- 
nefit. But this diſtinguiſhing Mercy is one of thoſe 
free Afts of God, for which-there is no reaſon in 
the Objects on which they are exerciſed. St. Auſtin: 
calls it, Profundum Crucis, (&,) As the lowelt part 
of the Croſs is under ground unſeen, but the upper 
part is expoſed to ſight : So the effe#s of Divine Pre- 
deſtination 
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(»)Eſt miſer nemo nifi compararus.. (4) Non quia vexari quen- 
qua eſt ſincera volnptas z Sed quibus ipſe malis careas,quia cernere 
luave eſt, Lucret. (k ) Quare ergo illi darum eſt, & il1t non datum ? 
Non me piger dicere, hoc eſt profundum Crucis. Admiratione ex- 
clamare poſſum, diſpuratione demonſtrarenon poſſum, quam mag- 
rafica ſunt opera tua Domine ! Aug, de Verb. Apoſte!, Serm. 7. 
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deftination., the frujts of the Croſs, are vifible, but 
the'Reaſons are not within our view. When God 
dvided the World, and choſe 1ſrae! for his Heritage 
to receive the Promiſe of the 4d:ſiah, and lefr the 
reſt in thick and diſconſolate darkneſs, there was 
no apparent cauſe of this inequality ; for they all 
ſprang/from'the ſame corrupt root, and equally de- 
ferv'd a final rejection. There was no ſingular good 
in them, nor tranſcendent evils in others. The un- 
accountable Pleaſure of God was the ſole motive of 
the different Diſpenſation. Our Saviour breaks 
forth in an exſtafie of Joy, 1 thank thee O Father, 
Lord. of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wife and prudent, and revealed them u- 
to babes ;, even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good wn thy 
foeht. "Tis the Prerogative of God to reveal the ſe- 
crets of the Kingdom to whom he pleaſes. Mart. 
13. 11. 'Tis an 4 of pure Grace, putting a diffe- 
rence between one Nation and another. with the 
ſame liberty ; as un the Creation of the fame indj- 
geſted matter He form?d the Earth, the dregs of the 
Univerſe, and the:Sun and Stars the Ornaments of 
the Heavens and the glory of the vifibk World. 
How can we refleCt on our Spiritual Obligations to 
Divine Grace without a rapture of Soul ? The cor- 
ruption of Nature was univerſal, our Ignorance as 
peryerſe, and our Manners as profane as of other 
Nations, and we had been condemn'd to an cternal 
Night, ifthe Light of Life had not graciouſly ſhin'd 
upon us. This ſhould warm our hearts in affectic- 
nate acknowledgments to God, Who hath mage known 
to us the riches of the glory of this Myſtery amongſt the 
Gemtles ; Col. 1: 26, 27. and with that Revelation 
the concomitant Power of the Spirit, to tranſlate us 
from the kingdom of darkyeſs into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son, . If the Publication ofthe Law by the EG 
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of Angels to the 1ſraelites were ſuch a Priviledg that 
*tis reckon'd their peculiar Treaſure : He hath ſhew- 
ed his Statutes unto [ſrael } He hath not dealt ſo with 
any Nation, Pal. 147. 19, 20. What is the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel by the Son of God Himſelf ? For 
although the Law is obſcured and defaced fince the 
Fall, yet there are ſome ingrafted Notions of it in 
the humane Nature, but there is not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of the Goſpel. The Law diſcovers our Miſery, 
but the Goſpel alone ſhews the-way to be delivered 
fromit. If an Advantape fo great and fo precious 
doth riot touch our hearts; and in poſleſſing it 'with 
joy, if we are not ſenſibleof the engagements the Fa- 
ther of Mercies hath laid upon us, we ſhall be the 
ungratefulleſt wretches in the World. INRA 
2. This incomprehenſible Myſtery is worthy of 
our moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy, that we may 
arrive to a fuller knowledge of it. And to incite 
us, it will be fit to conſider thoſe excellencies, which 
will render it moſt deſirable. Knowledge is a qua- 
lity ſo eminent, that it truly ennobles one Spirit a- 
bove another. As Reaſon is the ſingular Ornament 
of the humane Nature, whereby it excels the Bruits; 
ſo in proportion Knowledg, which is the perfeCtion 
of the Underſtanding, raiſes thoſe who are poſleſ(- 
ſors of it, above others that want it. The Teſti- 
mony of Solomon confirms this, Eccleſ. 2. 13. Then 7 
ſaw that Wiſdom excells Folly as far as Light excelleth 
Darkneſs. And according to the nature and quality 
of Knowledge, ſuch is the —_— it brings to 
ns. Now the Doctrine of the Goſpel excels the 
moſt noble Sciences, as well contemplative as 
practick : it excels the contemplative in the ſubli- 
mity of the Object, and in the certainty of its Prin- 


ciple. 
1. 1a 
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1. In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Object : 
and it is no leſs than the higheſt deſign of the Eter- 
nal Wiſdom, the moſt glorious Work of the great 
God. In the Creation his footiteps appear, in ovr 
Redemption his Image :. In the Law his Juſtice and 
Holineſs, but in the Goſpel all his PerfeCtions ſhine 
forth in their brighteſt luſtre. The bare theory of 
this inriches the Mind, and the contemplation of it 
affets the Soul, that is converſant about it, with 
the higheſt admiration and moſt ſincere and laſting 
delight. 

1. [t affects the Soul with the higheſt admiration. 
The ſtrongeſt Spirits cannot comprehend its juſt 
greatneſs: the Underſtanding ſinks under the 
weight of Glory. (!) The Apoſtle who had ſeen 
the light of Heaven, and had ſuch knowledge as nc- 
ver any man before; yet upon conſidering one part 
of the Divine Wiſdom, breaks forth in aſtoniſh- 
ment, Oh the depth of the riches of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledg of God! How unſearchable are his Decrees, 
and his ways - paſt finding ont ! ?Tis it when we have 
ſpent the ſtrength of our minds in the conſideration 
of this excelling Object, and are at the end of our 
ſubtilry, to ſupply the defects of our underſtandings 
with Admiration. As the Pſalmift expreſles him- 
ſelf, Lord, how wonderful are thy thoughts to us-ward ! 
The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with an 
humble Reverence. 1 Pex. 1.12. The admiration 
that is cauſed by it, is a principal delight of the 
Mind : ?Tis true, the wonder that proceeds from 
IZnorance (when the cauſe of ſome vilible effect is 

[ not 
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(1) Neque enim quicquam haber in ſe, hujus materiz tr4- 
Rario Kar x cum cun&ta habear furura uſui, quam quod ho- 
mines magnificantia ſua deriner, nec mercede (ed miraculs colt- 
Cur. Senee, 
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not known, is the :mperfeioz and torment of the Spi- 
rit ; but that which ariſeth from the knowledge of 
thoſe things which are moſt above our conception and 
our hope,is the higheſt advancement of our Minds,and 
brings the greateſt ſatisfaftion to the Soul. Now 
the contrivance of our Redemption, was infinitely 
above the flight of Reaſon, and our expeCtation. 
When the Lord turned the C agtwoity of S501, they were as 
1 4 dream: Pſal.126.1, The way of accompliſhing 
it was {o incredible, that it ſeem'd rather the Picture 
of Fancy, than a real Deliverance. And there is far 
greater reafon that the reſcuing of us from the 

Powers of Hell, and the reſtoring us to Liberty and 
Glory by Chriſt, ſhould raiſe our wonder. The 
Goſpel is called 4 marvellous Light, 1 Pet. 2. 9. up- 
on the account of the Objects it diſcovers. But ſuch 
a perverſe judgment is in Men, that they neglect 
thoſe things which deſerve the higheſt admiration, 
and ſpend their wonder on meaner things. Art is 
more admir'd than Nature : a commntile Eye of 

Cryſtal, ' which hath neither ſight nor motion, than 
the living Eye, the Sun of the little world, that di- 

refs the whole Man. And the effects of Nature are 
more admir'd, than the ſublime and ſupernatural 

works of Grace, Yet thele infinitely exceed the 0- 

ther. - The World is the work of God*s hand, but 

the Goſpel is his Plot, and the chiefeſt of all his 

ways. What a combination of Wonders is there 
in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs ? That he who 

fills Heaven and Earthzſhould be confin'd to the Vir- 

gins Womb ; that Life ſhould die, and being dead 

revive ; that Mercy ſhould triumph without any 

diſparagement to Juſtice : theſe are Miracles that 

tranſcend all that is done in Nature. And this ap- 

_ by the Judgment of God himſelf, who beſt 
nows the ———— his own works, For where- 
| as 


in Contriving Pan's Redemption. 115 


as upon the finiſhing the firſt Creation, he ordain'd 
the Seventh Day, that reaſonable Creatures might 
more ſolemnly aſcribe to him the Glory of his At- 
tributes, which are viſible in the things that are 
made ; he hath upon the compleating our Redemp. 
tion, by the raiſing of Chriſt from the Dead, made 
the Firſt-Day ſacred for his Service and Praiſe, 
there. being the cleareſt Illuſtration of his PerfeCti- 
ons in that bleſſed Work. God is more pleaſed 
in the contemplation of the New World, than of 
the Old. The latter by its extraordinary Magni- , 
ficence hath lefſen?d the dignity of the former, as 
the greater Light obſcures the leſs. Therefore the 
. Sabbath is changed into the Lord*s-Day. And what a 
juſt reproach is it to Man that he ſhould be inob- 
ſervant and unaffected with this glorious Mercy, 
wherein he may always find new cauſe of Admira- 
tion? O Lord, how great are thy Works! and thy 
Thoughts how deep! A brutiſh Man knoweth not, net- 
ther doth a Fool underſtand this ;, Pſal. 92. 5,6. The 
admiring of any other thing in compariſon of this 
Myſtery, is the effett of Inconſideration, or Infi- 
delity. 

2, It produces the moſt ſincere and laſting Plea- 
ſure. As the Taſte is to Meat, to allure us to feed 
for the ſupport of our Bodies ; that is delight to 
Knowlede, to excite the Mind to ſeek after it. 
But its vaſt Capacity can never be ſatisfied with 
the knowledg of inferiour things. The Pleaſure 1s 
more in the acquiſition, than in the poſſeſſion of it. 
For the Mind 1s diverted in the ſearch, but having 
attained to that Knowledg which cannot ll the 
rational Appetite, -*tis diſguſted with the Fruits of 
its Travel, and ſeeks ſome other Object to relieve 
its Languor. From hence it is, that Variety is the 
{ſpring of Delight, and Pleaſure is the product of 

LE 2 Novelty. 
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Noveltv. We find the pleafure of the firſt taſte 
in learning {ſomething new, is always moſt ſenſi- 
ble. The moſt elegant Compoſitions, and excellent 
Diſcourſes, which raviſt'd at the firſt reading, yet 
repeated often, are nauſeous and irkfome. The 
exerciſe of the Mind on an Object fully known, is 
unprofitable, and therefore tedious : whereas by 
turning the Thoughrs on ſomething elſe, ir may 
acquire new knowledg. But the Apoſtle tells that 
the Myſtery of our Redemption contains all the 
. Treaſures of Wiſdom aud Knowledg, Col. 2. to ſigni- 
fy their excellence, and abundance : the wnſearch- 
able Riches of Grace are laid up init. There is infi- 
nite variety and perpetual matter for the inquiry 
of the moſt excellent Underſtanding : no created 
Reaſon is able to reach its height, or ſound its 
depths : by the continual ſtudy, and increaſe in the 
knowledg of it, the Mind enjoys a perſevyering 
Pleaſure, that far exceeds the ſhort vehemence of 
ſenſual Delights. 

3. It excels other Sciences in the certainty of 
its Principle, which 1s Divine Revelation. Hu- 
mane Sciences are built upon uncertain Maximes, 
which deing admitted with Precipitation, and not 
confirmd by ſufficient Experiments, the Mind is 
ſatisfied with appearances, inſtead of real certain- 
ty. And from hence *tis, that upon ſevere inquiry 
into matters of Faq, thoſe Dottrines which were 
received in one Age are diſcover®d to be falſe in 
another. Modern Philoſophy. diſcards the Anci- 
ent. But the DoCtrine of Salvation 1s the Word of 
Truth, that came from Heaven, and bears the 
Charaftcrs and Marks of its Divine Deſcerit. 'Tis 
confirmed by the Demenſtration of the Spirit, and of 
Power, 1 Cor. 2. 4. 'Tis always the ſame, un- 
changeable as God the Author, and Chriſt the Ob- 
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xt of it, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever; Heb.13- And the knowledg which the 1in- 
cere and enlightened Mind hath of it, is not uncer- 
tain Opinion, but a clear, ſolid and firm Appre- 
henſion. 'Tis a Contemplation of the Glory of God 
with open face ;, 2 Cor. 3.18. This appears by the 
Effects it produces in thoſe that have received the 
true tinfture of it in their Souls, they deſpiſe all 
things which Carnal Men admire, in compariſon of 
this ineſtimable Treaſure. 

2. The Doftrine of the Goſpel exceeds all 
practick Sciences in the excellency of its end, and 
the efficacy of the means to obtain it. 

The end of it is, the ſupreme Happineſs of 
Man : the reſtoring of him to the Innocence and 
Excellency of his firſt ſtate. And the means are 
appointed by finite Wiſdom, ſo that the moſt inſu- 
perable Obſtacles are removed : and theſe are the 
Juſtice of God that condemns the guilty, and that 
ſtrong and obſtinate Averſion which is in corrupted 
Man from true Felicity. Here is a Mediator re- 
veal'd, who is able to ſave to the uttermo#t;, Heb. 7. 
25. who hath quench*d the Wrath of God by the 
Blood of his Divine Sacrifice : who hath explated 
Sin by the value of his Death, and purifies- the 
Soul by the virtue of his Life, that it may conſent 
to its own Salvation. No leſs than a Divine Power 
could perform this Work. From hence the /«- 
perlative Excellency of Evangelical Knowledg doth 
ariſe : all other Knowledg is unprofitable with- 
out it, and that alone can make us perfeCtly bleſled ; 
This # Life eternal, to know thee, and eſis Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent ; John 17. 3. 1 will briefly con- 
ſider how ineffeftual all other knowledg 1s, whe- 
ther Natural, Political, or oral, to recover us 
from our Miſery. 

I 2 The 
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»t exa@ infight into Natural things 
ie Mind' blind and poor, ignorant of Hap- 
, and the way to it. Solomon who had an 
ex:iaurdinary mzaſore of Natural Knowledg, and 
was able to ſet a juſt price upon it, tells us that 
the increaſe of Knowledg was attended with proportiona- 
ble degrees of Sorrow, Eccleſ.1. For the more a Man 
knows, the more he diſcerns the inſufficiency of 
that knowledg to ſupply his Defects and ſatisfie his 
Deſires. He was therefore weary of his Wiſdom, 
as well as of his Folly. The Devils know more 
than the profoundeſt Philoſopher:, yet their Know- 
ledg doth not alleviate their Torments. ?Tis not 
only inſufficient to prevent Miſcry, but will more 
expoſe to it by enlarging the Faculties, and making 
them more capable of Torment. ?Tis the Obſer- 
vation of St. Ambroſe, that when God diſcovered 
the Creation of the World to Afoſes, He did not 
inform him of the greatneſs of the Heavens, the 
number of the Stars, their A4ſpes and Influences ; 
whether they derive their Light from the Sur, or 
have 1t inherent in their own Bodies 3 from whence 
Eclipfes are cauſed ; how the Rarnbiw is painted ; 
how the Winds fly in the Air, or'the cauſes of the 
ebbing and flowing of the Sex : but ſo much as mighr 
be a foundation of Faith and Obedience, and lefc 
the reſt, Puaſs maroeſcentis ſapiertie' vanitates, as 
the Vanities of periſhing Wiſdom, '(' Ambroſ. p. 6. 
Hexam.c. 2.) The moſt knowing Philofbpher tho 
encompalt with theſe ſparks, yet if ighorant of the 
Redcemer. ſhall lie down in ſorrow for ever. 

And as Natural, ſo Politital Khowledg in order 
to the governing of Kingdoms and States, hath * no 
Power to conier Happineſs npon Man. Ir concerns 
not his main Intereſttis terminated within the com- 
paſs of this ſhort Life, and provides not for Dyk, 
an 
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and Eternity. The Wiſdom of the World is Folly 
in a diſguiſe, a ſpecious Ignorance, which altho it 
may ſecure the Temporal State, yet it leaves us 
naked and expoſed to 'Spiritual Enemies who war 
againſt the Soul. And all the Moral Knowledg 
which is treaſur*d up in the Books of the Hea- 
thens, is inſufficent to reſtore Man to his Original 
Integrity and Felicity. Reaſon ſees that Man 1s 1g- 
norant, and guilty, mortal, and miſerable, that he 
is tranſported with vain Paſſions, and tormented 
with Accuſations of Conſcience, but it could not 
redreſs theſe Evils. Corrapt Nature is like an im- 
perfect Building that lies 10 Rubbiſh, the Imper- 
feCtion is viſible, but not the way how to finiſh it : 
for through the ignorance of the firſt deſign, every 
one follows his own fancy, whereas when the Ar- 
chitect comes to finiſh his @wn ProjeCt, it appears 
regular and beautifal. Thus the various direCtions 
of Philoſophers to recover fallen Man out of his 
Ruins, and 0 raiſe him to his firſt State, were vain. 
Some glimmerings they had, that the Happineſs 
of the reaſonable Nature conſiſted in its Union with 
God, but in order to this, they propounded ſuch 
means as were not only inefte&ual, but oppoſite. 
Suchs the Pride and Folly.of Carnal Wiſdom, that 
to bring God and Man together, it advances Many 
and deprefies. God. The" Srorcks aſcribed to their 
Wiſe-Man (#2) thoſe Prerogatives whereby he e- 
quall'd their Sapreme God. They made him the 
Archite& of his Vertue and Felicity, and £o vie 
with Fapiter himſelf, to be one of his Peers. O- 
thersreduced the Gods to live like Men, and Men 
like Beaſts, by placing Happineſs in ſenſual Plea- 

I 4 ſures. 


(») Sapiens cum Diis ex pari vivit. Deorum Socius, non 
Supplex, Controverſiam facir Diis de Felicirare. Sener, 
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ſures. Thus, inſtead of curing, they fomented 
the hereditary and princjpal Diſeaſes. of Man- 
kind, Pride, and Concupiſcence, which at firſt 
caus'd the Separation of Man from God, and infi- 
nitely increaſe the diſtance between them. For 
what Sins are more contrary to the Majeſty and 
Purity of God than Pride, which robs him of his 
Honour ; and Carnal Luſt, which turns a Man into 
a Beaſt? Beſidcs, all their Inventions to expiate 
Sin, to appeaſe the Deity and make him favoura- 
ble, to calm the Conſcience, were frivolous and 
unprofitable. And their moſt generous Principles, 
and accurate Precepts, -were ſhort of that Purity 
and Perfection wherewith. Moral Duties are per- 
form'd to God and Men. Briefly, they waſted their 
Candle in vain, in ſearching for the way to true 
Happineſs. But God who created Man for the en- 
joyment of himſelf, /hath happily accompliſh'd his 
Eternal Decree, by the work of our Redemption, 
wherein his own Glory is moſt viſible. And the 
Goſpel which reveals this to us, humbles whom 
it juſtifies, and comforts thoſe that were condem- 
ned :. it abaſes more than the Law, but without 
deſpair, and advances more than Nature could, 
bur without Preſumption. The Mediator takes a- 
way the Guilt of our old -Sins, and nur Inclination 
to new Sins : we are not only reſtor?d,. but exalted, 
made Heirs of God, joint- Heirs with Chriſt 3 Rom. 8, 
17. For theſe Reaſons the Apoſtle ſets ſo high a 
value upon the Heavenly Doctrine, that reveals a 
Saviour to the undone World. He deſired to know 


nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, 1 Cor-2.2. 


He deſpileth all Pharifaical and Philoſophical 
Learning i compariſon of the Excellency of the Know- 
leag of Chriſt Feſws ;, Phil. 3. 8. Other Knowledg 
ſwells the Mind, and increaſes the eſteem of our 

T ſelves, 
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ſelves, this gives us a lincere view of our State. It 
diſcovers our Miſery in its Cauſes, and the Al- 
mighty Mercy that ſaves us. Other Knowledg in- 
lightens the Underſtanding, without changing the 
Heart, but this inſpires us with the Love of God, 
with the Hatred of Sin, and makes us truly better. 
In ſeeking after other Knowledg, the Mind is per- 
plext by endleſs Inquiries : here ?tis at reſt, as the 
wayering Needle is fixt when turn'd to its beloved 
Star. Ignorance of ogger things may be withour 
any real damage to us; for we may be diretted by 
the skilful how to preſerve Life and Eſtate. But 
this Knowledg is abſolutely neceſſary to juſtify, 
fanctify, and ſave us. All other Knowledg is uſe- 
leſs at the hour?Death, Iſa. 53. then the richeſt 
ſtock of Learning is loſt, the Vellel being ſplit 
wherein the Treaſure was laid ; but this Pearl of 
ineſtimable Price is both the ornament of our Pro- 
ſperity and the ſupport of our Adverſity : A little 
Ray of this is infinitely more deſirable, than the 
light of all Humane Sciences in their Luſtre and 
Perfection. 

And what an amazing Folly is it, that Men who 
are poſleſt with an earneſt paſſion of knowing, 
ſhould waſte their Time and Strength in ſearching 
after things, the knowledg of which can't remove 
the Evils that oppreſs them, and be careleſs of the 
ſaving Knowledg of the Goſpel ? Were there no 0- 
ther reaſon to diminiſh the eſteem of earthly Know- 
ledg, but the difficulty of its Acquiſition, that Error 
often ſurpriſes thoſe who are ſearching after Truth, 
this might check our intemperate purſuit of it. 
Sin hath not only ſhortned our Underſtandings, bat 
our Lives, that we cannot arrive to the perfect 
diſcovery of inferiour. Objects. - But ſuppoſe that 
one by his vaſt Mind ſhould comprehend all created 
things, 
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things, from the Centre of the Earth to the Cir- 
cumference of the Heavens, and were not ſavingly 
inlighten'd in the Myſtery of our Redemption, with 
all his Knowledg he would be a Prey to Satan, and 
increaſe the Triumphs of Hell. The Hiſtorian up- 
braids the Roman Luxury, that with ſo much Coſt 
and Hazard they ſhould ſend to foreign Parts, for 
Trees that were beautiful but barren, and pro- 
dnc'd a Shadow only without Fruit (n). With grea- 
ter reaſon we may veor—_ Men ſhould with the 
expence of their precions Hours purchaſe barren 
Curioſities, which are unprofitable to their laſt end. 
How can a condemned Criminal, who is in ſuſpence 
between Life and Death, attend to ſtudy the Se- 
crets of Nature and Art, when all his Thoughts 
are taken up how to prevent the Execution of 
the Sentence ? And ?tis no leſs than a prodigy of 
Madneſs, that Men who have but a ſhort and un- 
certain ſpace allowed them to eſcape the Wrath to 
come, ſhould rack their Brans in ſtudying things 
impertinent to Salvation, and neglect the Know- 
ledg of a Redeemer. Eſpecially when there is {o 
clear aRevelation of him : The Pr mn_—_ of Faith 
doth not commandl 9 to aſcend to the Heavens, or de- 
cend into the Dety to make a diſcovery of it, but the 
ord is nigh usthat diſcovers the certain way to a happy 
Immortality ; Rom. 10.6,7. Seneca, a Philoſophez 
and a Courtier, valued his being inthe World only 
upon this account, that he might contemplate the 
Starry Heaven. { Senec. Pref. 1. nat. queſt. ] He 
only ſaw the viſible beauty of the Firmament, but 
was ignorant of the Glory within it, and of the 
way that leads to it 3 yet to our ſhame he ſpeaks, 
that 


(#) Quis non mirerur umbrz tantum gratia alieno ex peti- 
tam orbe? Plir, 
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that the ſight of it made him deſpiſe the Earth» 
and without the Contemplation of the Celeſtial 
Bodies, he eſtcem*d his continuance in the World 
not the Life of a Man, but the toil of a Beaſt (os). 
But what Tranſports had he been in, if he had been 
acquainted with the Contrivance of our Redempti- 
on, the admirable order of its parts, and the bean- 
ty that reſults from the Compoſition of the whole ? 
But we that with open face may in the Glaſs of the 
Goſpel behold the Glory of the Lord, turn away our 
Eyes _ ﬆt to vanity; 2 Cor. 3. 18. Here the 
complaint is more jult, Ad ſapientiam quis accedit ? 
quis dignam judscat niſs quam in tranſitu noverit ? We 
content our ſelves with ſlight and tranſient glances, 
but do not ſeriouſly and fixedly conſider this bleſſed 
Deſign of God, upon which the beginning of our 
Happineſs in this, and the Perfection of it in the 
next Life is built. Let us provoke our ſelves by the 
Example of the Angels who are not concernd in 
this Redemption as Man is, for they continued in 
their Fidelity to their Creator, and were always 
happy in his Fayour ; and where there is no Alie- 
nation between Parties, Reconcilement is unneceſ- 
ſary; yet they are Students with us in the ſame 
Book, and unite all their Powers in the Contempla- 
tion of this Myſtery : they are repreſented ſtooping 
to pry into theſe Secrets, ( 2 Pet. 1. 12.) to ſignifie 
their Delight in what they know, and their deſire 

ro 


.{o) Quiderar cur in numero viventium me poſitum eſſe gau- 
derem ? an ur cibos & porum percolarem? ur hoc Corpus caſu- 
rum, ac fluidum,periturumque niſi ſubinde implearur, farcirem ? 
& viverem zgri miniſter ? ur morri timerem cui omnes naſct- 
mur ? Detrahe hoc inzſtimabile bomim, non eſt vita rant ur 
ſudem, ur zſtuem. O quam contempra res eſt homo nift ſupra 
humana ſe erexerir ! 
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to adyance in the knowledg of them. With what 
intention then ſhould we ſtudy the Goſpel, who are 
the Subject and End of it ! 


CHAS Vil. 


The ſample Speculation of the Goſpel not ſufficient with- 
| out areal Belief, and Cordial Acceptance. The Rea- 
ſons why the Jews and Gentiles conſpird in the con- 
tempt of it. How juſt it s to reſign up the Under- 
ſtanding to Revelation. God knows his own Nature 
and Will, and cannot deceive uy. We mutt believe 
the things that are clearly revealed, though we do not 
underſtand the manner of their exiſtence : Although 
they are attended with ſeeming Contradittions. No 
' Article of Faith & really repugnant to Reaſon. We 
muſt diſtinguiſh between things incomprehenſible and 
inconceivable. Between corrupt and right Reaſon. 
How Reaſon is ſubſervient to Faith. Humility and 
Holineſs qualifie for the Belief of the Golpel-myſte- 
ries. A naked Belief of ſupernatural Truths «s 
unprofitable for Salvation. An effeftual Aſſent that 
prevails upon the Will, and renders the whole Man 
obſequious, is due to the Quality of the Goſpel-Re- 


velation. 


T H E ſimple Speculation of this glorious Myſte- 
ry will be of no profit without a real Belief of 
it, and a corazal Acceptance of Salvation, upon the 
terms which the Divine Wiſdom preſcribes. The 
Goſpel requires the Obedience of the Underſtand- 
Ing, and of the Will ; unleſs it obtains a full Pof- 
ſeſſion of the Soul, there is no ſaving Efficacy deri- 
ved from it. And ſuch is the Sublimity and Purity 
of the Object, that till Reaſon is ſanftified and rn 
ve 
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dued, it cannot ſincerely entertain it. 1 will there- 
fore diſtin&tly conſider the Oppoſition which carzal 
Reaſon kath made againſtit, and ſhew how juſt it is 
that the humane Underſtanding ſhoukd with reve- 
rence yield up it {elf to the Word of God, that re- 
veals this great Myſtery to us. 

The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 1. That Jews and Gen- 
tsles conſpired in the contempt of the Goſpel. Rea- 
ſon cannot hear without great Aſtoniſhmenr, for the 
appearing contradiction between the Terms, that 
God ſhould be made Man, and the Eternal die. The 
Jews eſteem'd it an intolerable Blaſphemy, and with- 
out any proceſs of Law were ready to ſtone the Lord 
Jeſus, 7 hat being a Man, he ſhonld make himſelf equal 
with God, John 10. 33. And they upbraided him in 
his Sufferings that he could not ſave himſelf. Jf he 
be the King of Iſrael, let him come down from the Croſs, 
and we wall believe on him, Mat. 27. 42. The Gentiles 
deſpiſed the Goel as an abſurd ill-contrived Fable ; 
1 Cor.1.23- For what in appeartnce is more unbe- 
coming God, and injurious to his Perfections, than 
to take the frail Garment of Fleſh, to be torn and 
trampled on (p)? Their natzral Knowledg of the 
Deity inclin'd them to think the Incarnation impoſ- 
ſible. There is no reſemblance of it in the whole 
Compaſs of Nature. For natural Union ſuppoſes 
the Parts incompleat, and capable of Perfection by 
their joyning together : Bur that a Being infinitely 
perfect ſhould aſlume by perſonal Union a nature in- 
feriour to it ſelf,the Heathens look'd on it as a Fable 
forg*d according to the model of the Fiftions concer- 
ning Danae and Antiope, Orig. cont. Cell. And the 
Dogtrine of our Saviour*s Death on the Croſs they 

rejected 


(2) Negant Deo dignum, ut homo fieri veller, ſeque infirmita- 


ce Carnis onerarert, ut paſſionibus, ut doleribus, ut morti ſe ipſc 
ſubjiceret, Lat, | 
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jetted as an Impiety contumelious to God. They 
judged it inconſiſtent with the Majeſty and Happineſs 
of the Deity, to aſcribe to Him that which 1s the 
Puniſhment of the moſt guilty and miſerable. In 
the account of carnal Reaſon they thought more 
worthily of God by denying that of Him, which is 
only due to the worſt of Men. Celſus, (Orig.contra 
Celſ. lib. 1.) who with as much Subtilty as Malice, 
urges all that with any Appearance could be ob- 
jected againſt our Saviour, principally inſiſts on his 
Poverty and Sufferings, the Meanneſs and Miſery of 
his Condition in the World. . ?T was fit, faith he, 
that the Son of God ſhould appear as the Sur,which 
renders it ſelf conſpicuous by its own Light : But 
the Goſpel having declared the Word to be the Son 
of God, relates that he was a Man of Sorrows, that 
had no power to defend himſelf, and was deſerted 
by his Father and Followers, ſcourged with Rods, 
and ſhamefully executed (q). He could not recon- 
cile ſo many things that ſeem'd utterly incompatible, 
as Sovereignty and Servitude, Innocence and Puniſh- 
ment, the loweſt of humane Miſeries, Death, with 
the higheſt of Divine Honours, Adoration. Brief- 
ly, nothing was more contrary to Fleſh and Blood, 
than to believe that Perſon to be the Redeemer of 
the World, who did not reſcue himſelf from his E- 
nemies, and to expect Immortality from him that 
was overcome by Death. Now the Cauſes of this 
Infidelity are, 
1. The Darkneſs of the Mind, which is ſo cor- 
rupted by Original Pravity, that it cannot behold 
Heavenly Myſteries in their proper Light, ſo as to 


acquieſce in the Truth of them. The natrral Man 
re- 
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receives not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
Fooliſhneſs to him, and he cannot know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14 The A- 
poltle takes notice of the DiſaffeCtion of the Heart, 
and the Incapacity of the Mind, not prepared and 
illuſtrated by Grace, to embrace and diſcern ſpiri- 
tual things in their Verity and Beauty. There is a 
great Diſfproportion between the natural - Under- 
ſtanding, though elevated and enlarged by Secular 
Learning, and ſupernatural Truth. For though the 
rational Soul is a Spirit, as *tis diſtinguiſhd from 
corporeal Beings, yet till *tis purged from Er- 
ror, and vicious Aﬀections, tt can never diſcover 
the Divinity of things Spiritual, ſo as to embrace 
them with certainty and delight. As there muſt be 
a Spirit of Revelation to unvyail the Object, ſo of 
Wiſdom to enlighten the Eye, that it may be prepa- 
red for the Reception of it. As Heaven is only ſeen 
by its own Light, ſo Chriſt is by his own Spirit. Di- 
vine Objets, and Fatth that diſcerns them, are of 
the ſame Original, and of the ſame quality. The 
natural Underſtanding, as the Effects declare, is like 
the Funeral Lamps which by the Antients were put 
into Sepulchres, to guard the Aſhes of their dead 
Friends, which ſhine ſo long as they are kept rloſe, 
a thick moiſt Vapour feeding them, and repairing 
what was conſum'd : but in opening the Sepulchres, 
and expoſing them to the free Air, they preſently 
faint and expire. Thus zatural Reaſon whilſt con- 
verſantin things below,and watching with the dead, 
that is in the Phraſe of the Antients, ſtudying the 
Books of Men who have left the World, it diſcovers 
fomething, although *tis rather a Twilight than 
clear ; but when 'tis brought from the narrow Sphere 
of things ſenſible, to contemplate the Immenbty of 
things Spiritual and Supernatural, its Light declines, 
and 1s turned into Darknefs. | 2. The 
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2, The Pride of the humane Underſtanding, which 
diſdains to ſtoop to thoſe great and Heavenly My- 
ſteries (r). 'Tis obſervable, that thoſe who moſt 
excell'd in natural Wiſdom, were the greateſt deſpi- 
ſers of Evangelical Truths (ſ). The proud Wits 
of the World choſe rather to be Maſters of their 
own, than Scholars to another. They made Rea- 
ſon their ſupreme Rule, and Philoſophy their higheſt 
Principle, and would not belieye what they could 
not comprehend (r). They repreſented Chriſtians 
under ſcornful Titles, as Captives of a blind Belief, 
and derided their Faith as the Efett of Folly ; and 
rejected Revelation, the only means to conveigh the 
Knowledg of Divine Myſteries to them. They pre- 
ſam'd by the Light and Strength of their own Rea- 
ſon and Vertue to acquire Felicity, and ſlighted the 
Doctrine that came from Heaven, to diſcover a clear 
way thither, and Divine Grace that was neceſſary to 
lead and: afliſt them. Therefore the Apoſtle, by 
way of upbraiding, enquires, 1 Cor.1. 19,20. Where 
3s the wiſe Man? Where is the Scribe ? Where is the 
Diſputer of this World ? God hath made the Wiſdom of 
the World Fooliſhneſs. As thoſe who are really poor, 
and would appear rich in the Pomp of their Habits 
and Attendants, are made poorer by that Expence ; 
ſo the Philoſophers who were deſtitute of true Wiſ- 
dom, and would appear wiſe in making Reaſon the 
Judg of Divine Revelation, and the laſt Reſolution 
of all things by that falſe Aﬀectation of Wiſdom, 
became more fooliſh : By all their Diſputes againſt 
the appearing Abſurdities of the Chriſtian Religion, 
they were brought into a more learned Darkneſs. 
5 3. The 
(1) Porphyrius, Julianus, Maximus Hierocles, Soli ration cedo. 
C() 'Eys TuzrTC nil wer dAMG 1 79 Ayo a9. 
Plato. (ft) Yuymis igrv 78 Tay Hs Avyioueis 7 Alvyhs did'ss, 
x Un You, ov rev Or fg Cadein;* Chryſoſt, | 
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3. The Prejudices which aroſe from ſenſual Luſts 
hindered the Belief of the Goſpel. As the carnal 
Underſtanding rebels againſt the Sublimity of its 
Doftrine, ſo the carnal Arperire againſt the Purity 
of its Precepts. And according to the Diſpoſitions 
of Men from whence they at&t, ſuch Light they de- 
fire to direCt them in afting. The Goſpel is a 4y- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, and thoſe who are under the Love 
of Sin, cheriſh an aftefted Ignorance, leſt che Light 
ſhould inflame Conſcience, by repreſenting to them 
the deadly Guilt that cleaves to Sin, and thereby 
make it uneaſie. This account our Saviour gives of 
the Infidelity of the World, Fohn 3. 19. That Men 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
are evil, And that this was the real Cauſe whates 
ver was pretended, is clear, in that the Gentiles who 
oppoſed Chriſt, adored thoſe impure Deities, whoſe 
infamous Luſts were acknowledged by them. And 
with what colour theh could they reje&t our Redee- 
mer becauſe crucifed ? As if Vice were not more 
incompatible with the Deity, than Sufferings. 

Now though Reaſon enſlay'd by Prejudice, and 
corrupted by Paſſion, deſpiſes the Goſpel, yet wheri 
"tis enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch a wiſe Oe- 
conomy in it, that were it not true, it would tran(- 
cend the moſt noble created Mind to invent it : 'Tis 
{o much above our moſt excellent Thoughts, that 
no humane Underſtanding would ever attempt to 
feign it, with confidence of perſwading the World 
into a Belief of it. How is it poſlible that it ſhould 
be contrived by natural Reaſon, fince no Man cant 
believe it ſincerely when 'tis reyeaPd, without a ſu- 
pernatural Faith ? To confirm out Belief of theſe 
great and faving Myſteries, I will ſhew how juſt it 
is, that the Underſtanding ſhould reſign it ſelf to 
Divine Reyclation; _ tiath made them _—_— 


130 The Harmony of the Oivine Attributes 


In order to this, we mult conſider, 
i» Thereare ſome Dodtrines In the Goſpel, the 

Underſtanding could not diſcover, but when they 

are reveal*d, it hath a clear Apprehenſion of them 

upon a rational account, and ſees the Charatters of. 
Truth viſibly ſtampt on their Forehead. As the Do- 

ftrine of Satisfactiou to Divine Juſtice, that Pardon 

might be diſpens'd to repenting Sinners. For our 

natural Conception of God includes his infinite Pu- 

rity and Juſtice ; And when the Deſign of the Go- 

ſpel is made known,whereby he hath provided abun- 

dantly for the Honour of thoſe Attributes, ſo that 

He doth the greateſt Good without encouraging the 
leaſt Evil, Reaſon acquieſces and acknowledges. 

This I ſonght, but could not find. Now altho the pri- 
mary Obligation to believe ſuch Doctrines ariſeth 

from Revclation, yet being ratihed by Reaſon, they 

are embraced with more Clearneſs by the Mind. 

2. There are ſome Doctrines, which as Reaſon 
by its Light could not diſcover, ſo when they are 
made known, it cannot comprehend, but they are 
by aclear and neceſſary Connexion joyn'd with the 
other that Reaſon approves. As the Myſtery of the 
Trinity, and the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
which are the Foundations of the whole Work of. 
our Redemption. The Nature of God is repug- 
nant to Plara'ity, there can be but one Effence ;, and 
the Nature of Satisfaction requires a diſtinCtion of 
Perſons : for he that ſuffers as gui ty, muſt be diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Perſon of the Judg that exaQts Sa- 
tisfaCtion ; and no meer Creature is able by his obe- 
dient Suffering to repair the the Honour of God : 
{othata Divine Perſon aſſuming the Nature of Man, 
was alone capable to make that Satisfaction, which 
the Goſpel propounds and Reaſon confents to. Now 
according to the diſtin&tion of Capacities in the 'Tri- 

T nur, 
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nity, the Father requir*d an honourab'e Reparation 
for the Breach of the Divine Law, and the Son bore 
the Paniſhment in the Sufterings of the humane Na- 
ture ; that is peculiarly his own. Beſides, ?ris clear 
that the Doctrine of the Trenity, that 15, of three 
glorious Relations in the God-head, and of the In- 
carnation, are molt firmly connected with all the 
Parts of the Chriltian Religion, left in the Writings 
of the Apoſtles, which as they were conlirmed by 
Miracles, the Divine S:gnatures of their Certainty, 
ſo they contain ſuch authentick Marks of their Divi- 
nity, that right Reaſon cannot rejeCt then. 

3. Whereas there are three Princip'es by which 
we apprehend things, Senſe, Reaſon and Faith, theſe 
Lights have their different Objects that mult not be 
confounded. Senſe is confin'd to things material, 
Reaſon conliders things abſtratted from mitter, Faith 
regards the Myſteries revca'ed from Heaven : and 
theſe muſt not tranſgreſs their order. Senſe is an 
incompetent Judge of things about which Reaſon is 
only converſant, It cannot only make a report of 
thoſe Objects, which by their natural . Charatters 
are expoſed toir. And Reaſon can only diſcourſe 
of things within its Sphere z Supernatural things 
which derive from Revelation, and are purely the 
Objects of Faith, are not within its territories and 
juriſdiftion. Thoſe Swperlative Mylteries exceed 
all ' our ntellefual Abilities. 

"Tis true, the Underſtanding is a rational Faculty, 
\ andeyery att of it is really or in appearance ground- 
ed on Reaſon. But there is a wide difference be- 
tween the proving a Doctrine by Reaſon, and the 
eliving a reaſon why we believe the truth of it. For 
inſtance, we cannot prove the Trinity by natural 
Reaſon; and the ſu ty of the Schoolmen, who af- 


fect togive ſome reaſon of all things, is here more 
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prejudicial than advantageous to the Truth : For he 
that pretends to maintain a point by Reaſon, and is 
unſucceſsful, doth weaken the credit which the Au- 
thority of Revelation gives. And ?tis conſfide- 
rable, that the Scripture in delivering ſupernatural 
Truths, produces God?®s Authority as their only 
Proof, without uſing any other way of arguing : 
But although we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries 
by Reaſon, yet we may give a rational account why 
we believe them, 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the Diſco- 
very that God hath made of Himfelf, and his De- 
crees ? For he perfectly knows his own Nature and 
Will; and 'tis impoſſible He ſhould deceive vs : 
This natural Principke is the Foundation of Faith. 
When God ſpeaks, it becomes Man to hear with Si- 
lence and Submiſſion. His naked Word ts as certain 
as a Demonſtration. 

And 1s it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 
Deity cannot be fully underſtood by us ? The Sun 
may more eaſily be included in a Spark of Fire, than 
the infinite Perfeftions of God be comprehended by 
a finite Mind. The Angels who dwell ſo near the 
Fountain of Light, cover their Faces in a holy Con- 
fuſion, not being able to comprehend Him. How 
much leſs can Man in this earthly State, diſtant from 
God, and oppreſt with a Burden of Fleſh ? Now 
from hence it follows ; | 

1. That Ignorance of the manner how Divine 
Myſteries exiſt, is no ſufficient Plea for Infidelity, 
when the Scripture reveals that they are. For Rea- 
{on that is limited and reſtrain'd, cannot frame a 
Conception that is commenſurate to the Eſſence and 
Power of God. This will appear more clearly by 
conlidering the Myſterious Excellencies of the Dz- 
vme Nature, the certainty of which we believe, _ 

C 
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the manner we cannot underſtand : As that his 
Eſſence and Attributes are the ſame, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of Compolition ;, yet his Wiſdom and 
Power are to our Apprehenſions diſtin, and his 
Mercy and Juſtice in ſome manner oppoſite (#). 
That his Eſſence is intire in all places, yet not ter 
minated in any. That He is above the Heavens, 
and beneath the Earth,yet hath no relation of high 
or low,diſtant or near. That He penetrates all Su 
ſtances, but is mixed with none. That he under- 
ſtands, yet receives no /1dea*s within Himſelf , that 
He wills, yet hath no motion that carries Him 
out of Himſelf, That in Him Time hath no Suc- 
ceſſion, that which is paſt is not gone, and that 
which is future, is not to come. That He loves 
without Paſſion, is angry without Diſturbance, re- 
_ without Change. Theſe Perfe@tions are a- 

ve the Capacity of Reaſon fully to underſtand, 
yet eſſential to the Deity. Here we muſt exalt 
Faith, and abaſe Reaſon. Thus in the Myſtery of 
the Incarnation, ( 1 Tim. 3. 16.) that two ſuch di- 
ſtant Natures ſhould compoſe one Perſon, without 
the Confuſion of Properties, Reaſon cannot reach 
unto, but *tis clearly reveald in the Word : 
( Fohn 1. 14.) Here therefore we muſt obey, not 
enquire. 

The Obedience of Faith is, to embrace an 6b- 
ſcure Truth with a firm Aſſent, upon the account 
of a Divine Teſtimony. If Reaſon will not aſſent to 
Revelation, till it underſtands the manner how 
Divine Things are, it doth not obey it at all. The 
Underſtanding then ſincerely ſubmits, when *tis in- 

K 3 clin'd 
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clin'd by thoſe Motives, which demonſtrate that 
ſuch a Belicf is due to the Authority of the Re- 
vealer, and to the quality of the Objeit. To be- 
lieve only in proportion to our narrow Concepti- 
ons, is to diſparage the Divine Truth, and de- 
baſe the Divine Power. We cart know what God 
can do; Heis Omnipotent, tho we are not Om- 
niſcient : *Tis juſt we ſhou'd humble our Ignorance 
to his Wiſdom, And that every loft y Imagination, 
and high thmg that exalts at ſelf agaimit the knowledg of 
God, ſhauld be caſt down, and every Thought captivated 
gnto the Obedience of Chriſt ;, 2 Cor. 10. SL 'Tis 
our \Viſdom to receive ;the great Myſteries of the 
Goſpel in their {i ;mplicity : for in attempting 
to give anexatt and curious Explication of them, 
the U; :derſtanding as In an Hedg of 'T;horns, the 
more it ſtrives, the more *tis wounded : and in- 
tangled. God's Ways are 4s far above qurs, and his 
Thoughts above ours, as Heaven is above the Earth. 
To reject what we can't comprehend,' 1s not only 
to ſin againſt Faith, but againſt Reaſon, - which 
acknowledges it ſelf finite, and ' unable to ſearch out 
the Almighty ro Perfettion, Job 11.7. 

2. We are obliged to believethoſe Myſteries that 
are painly delivered in Scripture, notwithſtanding 
thuſ: ſeeming Contradictions wherewith they may 
be charged. In the ObjeCts of Senſe, the contra- 
riety of appearances doth not leflen the certainty 
of things. The Stars to our fight ſeem bat glitter- 
ing Sparks, yet they are immenſe Bodies. - And 'tis 
one thing to be atfured of a Truth, another to 
anſwer to all rhe Difficulties that encounter it : 
A mean Underſtanding 1s capable of the firſt, the 
ſecond is fo difficult, that in clear things the pro- 
foundeſt Philoſophers may not be able to unite all 
the intricate and knatty Objections which may be 
urge 
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urged againſt them. ?Tis ſufficient the Belief of 
Supernatural Mylteries is built on the Veracity and 
Power of God. this makes them prudently credi- 
ble. This reſolves all Doubts, and produces ſuch 
a ſtability of Spirit, as-nothing can ſhake, A ſin- 
cere Believer is aſſured, That all oppoſition againſt 
Revealed Truths is fallaciow, tho he cannot diſ- 
cover the Fallacy. Now the tranſcendent Myſte- 
ries of the Chriitian Religion, the Trinity of Per- 
ſons in the Divine Nature, the Incarnation of the 
Son of God, are clearly ſet down in the Scripture, 
And altho ſubtile and obſtinate Opponents have uſed 
many guilty Arts to diſpirit and enervate- thoſe 
Texts by an inferiour Senſe, and have rackt them - 
with Violence to make them ſpeak according to 
their Prejudices, yet all is in yain, the Evidence of 
Truth is victorious. A Heathen who conſiders 
not the Goſpel as a Divine Revelation, but. meerly 
as a Doctrine delivered in Writing, and -judges 
of \its Senſe by Natural Light,will acknowledg that 
thoſe things are delivered in-jit. And notwithſtand- 
ſelves, to judg of Divine Myſteries according to 
their own Apprehenſions, deny them as meer Con- 
tradictions, yet they can never conclude them im- 
poſſible : For no certain Argument can be alledged 
againſt the being of a thing, without a clear know- 
ledg of its Nature : Now altho we may under- 
ſtand the Nature of Man, we do not the Nature of 
God, the Oeconomy of the Perſ2ns, and his Power 
to unite himſelf to a Nature below Him. 

"Tis true,. no Article of Faith is really repug- 
nant to Reaſon, for God is the Author of Natu- 
ral, as well as of Supernatural Light, and he cannot 
contradict Himſelf : they are Emanations from 
Him, and tho different, yet not deſtruGive of each 
R 4 other. 
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other. But we muſt diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
things that are above Reaſon and incomprehenſible, 
and things that are againſt Reaſon and utterly in- 
conceivable : Some things are above Reaſon in re- 
ard of their tranſcendent Excellency, or diſtance 
Fo us ; the Divine Eſſence, the Eternal Decrees, 
the Hypoſtatical Union are ſuch high and glori- 
ous Objects, that it is an impoſlible Enterpriſe to 
comprehend them : the Intellectual Eye is dazled 
with their overpowering Light. We can have but 
an imperfet knowledg of them : And there is no 
juſt cauſe of wonder that Supernatural Revelation 
ſhould ſpeak incomprehenſible things of God. For 
He is a lingular and admirable Being, infinitely a- 
bove the ordinary courſe of Nature. The Maxims 
of Philoſophy are not to be extended to Him: We 
muſt adore what we cannot fully underſtand. But 
thoſe things are againſt Reaſon, and utterly in- 
conceivable, that involve a ContradiCtion, and 
have a natural Repugnancy to our Underſtandings, 
which cannot conceive any thing that is formally 
impoſſible : And there is no ſuch Doctrine in the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between Reafon-corrupt- 
ed, and right Reaſon. Since the Fall; the clear- 
neſs of the Humane Underſtanding is loſt, and the 
Light that remains Is eclipſed by the interpoſition 
of Senſual Luſts. The Carnal Mind cannot out of 
Ignorance, and will not from Pride and other ma- 
lignant Habits, receive things Spiritual. And from 
hence ariſe many Suſpicions and Doubts, ( con- 
cerning Supernatural Verities) the ſhadows of 
darkned Reaſon, and of dying Faith. If any Di> 
vine Myſtery ſeems incredible, *tis from the Gor- 
ruption of our Reaſon, not from Reaſon it ſelf, 
trom its Carkneſs, not its Light. And as Reaſon 
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is obliged to corrett the Errors of Senſe, when *tis 
deceived either by ſome vicious quality in the Or- 
an, or by the diſtance of the Objef, or by the 
alſeneſs of the medium, that corrupts the Image 
in conveying of it : So 'tis the Office of Faith to 
reform the Judgment of Reaſon, when either from 
its own weakneſs, or the height of things Spiritual, 
*tis miſtaken about them, For this end Supernatu- 
ral Revelation was given, not to extinguiſh Rea- 
ſon, but to redreſs it, and enrich it with the dif- 
covery of Heavenly Things. Faith bk called Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledg : it doth not quench the vi- 
gour of the Faculty wherein 'tis ſeated, but elevates 
It, and gives it a ſpiritual Perception of thoſe things 
that are moſt diſtant from its Commerce. It doth 
not lead us through a Miſt to the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light. Faith is a rational Light : For, 

1. It ariſes from the conſideration of thoſe Ar- 
guments which convince the Mind, that the Scrip- 
ture is a Divine Revelation. 7 know, faith the A- 
poſtle, whom I have believed; 2 Tim. 1. 12. And 
we are commanded always to be ready to grue an ac- 
count of the hape that #s in ws; 1 Pet. 3. 15. Thoſe 
that owe their Chriſtianity meerly to the Felicity of 
their Birth, without.a fight of that tranſcendent 
Excellency in our Religion, which evidences that 
it came from Heaven, are not true Believers. He 
that abſolves an innocent Perſon for Fayour, with- 
out conſidering ſufficient Proofs offer'd, though his 
Sentence be juſt, is an unjuſt Judg. And the Eye 
that is clouded with a Suffuſion, ſo that all things 
appear yellow to it, when it judges things to be 
yellow that are ſo, yet 'tis Erroneous; becauſe its 
Judgment proceeds not from the _ of the Ob- 
ject, but from the Famnd:/e that diſcolours the Or- 
gans : ſo thoſe who believe the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel upon the account of its Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ment in -their;Country, are not right Believers, be- 
cauſe they aſlent to the Word of Truth upon.a 
falſe Principle. 'Tis not Judgment but Chance 
that enclines them to embrace it. The Twrks upon 
the ſame reaſon are zealous Yotaries of Mahamet, as 
they are Diſciples of Chralt. 

2, Faith makes uſe of Reaſon to conſider what 
Dottrines are revealed in the Scripture, and ta de- 
duce thoſe Conſequences which have a clear Con- 
nexion with ſupernatural Principles. Thus Rea- 
ſon is an excellent Inſtrument to diſtinguiſh: thoſe 
things which are of a Divine Original, from what 
15 ſpurious and connterteit, ' For ſometimes that is 
pretended to be a Myſtery of Religion, which is 
only the fruit of Fancy, and that is defended by 
the ſacred reſpect of Faith, that.Reaſon ought not 
to violate, which is but a groundlef\, lmagination ; 
ſo that we remain in an Error, ;by the; ſole Appre- 
henſjons of falling into one, as ;thoſe that die for 
fear of Death. The Berears are commended for 
their ſearching the Scriptures, whether the Dottrines 
they heard were conſentaneows tothem , Afts 17. 11, 
But 'tis a necelſary Duty that Reafon, how {tiff 
ſoever, ſhould fully. comply;:: with' ,God, where it 
appears reaſonable that He hath {poken. | 

Briefly, The richeſt Ornament of 'the Creature 
is Humility, and the moſt excellent effect of. it is 
the ſenſe of the weaknefs of our Underſtanding, 
This is the temper of -Soul that prepares it for 
Faith : partly asit puts us on # ſerious conſiderati- 
on of thoſe things which are reveal'd to us in the 
Word : Infidelity proceeds from the want of Con- 
ſideration, aid nctning hinders that fo much as 
Pride : Partly, as It ſtops all curious Enquiries in- 


£0 thoſe things which are unſcarchable : and 
princl- 
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principally as it entitles to the Promiſe, God will 
inſtruct and give Grace to the humble. The know- 
ledg of Heaven, as well as the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, is the Inheritance of the poor in Spirit. A 
greater Progreſs is made in the knowledg and be- 
lief of theſe Myſteries by humble Prayer, than by 
the moſt anxious ſtudy. As at Court, an hour of 
Favour is worth a Years attendance. Man cannot 
acquire ſo much as God can glve. 

And as Humility, ſo Holineſs prepares the Soul 
for the receiving of Supernatnral Truths. "The 
Underſtanding is clarited by the Purification of 
the Heart. , ?Tis not the diſhculty and obſcurity 
of things reveaPd, that is the real cauſe of Inhde- 
lity, ſince Men believe other things upon far leſs 
Evidence ; but ?tis the prejudice of the lower Fa- 
culties that hinders them. When all Aﬀections to 
Sin are mortified, the Soul is in the beſt diſpoſition 
to receive Divine Revelation. He that doth the 
Will of God, ſhall know whether the Doftrine of the 
Goſpel came from Heaven ;, Joh. 7. 17. 

The Spirit of God is the alone Inſtrufter of the 
Spirit of Man in theſe Myſteries, ſo as to produce 
a ſaving Belief of them. That Knowledg is more 
clear and fati>fying, that we have by his Teaching, 
than by our own Learning. The Rational Mind 
may diſcern the Literal Senſe of the Propoſitions . 
in the Goſpel, and may yield a nak<cd aſlent to the 
Truth of them ; but without Supernatural Irradi- 
ation by the Spirit of Life,there can beno transform- 
ing and ſaving Knowledg and Belief of them. And 
as the vaſt Expanſion of Air that is about us, doth 
not preſerve Life, but that part which we breath 
in ; ſo 'tis not the compaſs of our Knowledg and 
Belief (though it were equal to the whole revealed 
Will of God ) that is vital to the Soul, but pwn 
which 
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which is praCtiſed by us. The Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 
13. 2. Though be had the underſtanding of all My- 
feries, and all Knowledg, and all Faith, yet if it were 
zot joyned with Love, the Principle of Obedience, 
.t were unprofitable. There 1s the ſame difference 
. between the Speculative Knowledg of theſe My- 
ſteries, and that which is affeftionate and opera- 
tive ; as between the wearing of Pearls for Orna- 
ment, and the taking of them as a Cordial to re- 
vive the fainting Spirits. 

In ſhort, Such a Belief 13 required, as prevails 
upon the Will, and draws the Atections, and ren- 
ders the whole Man obſequious to the Goſpel. 
For ſuch a Faith is alone anſwerable to the quality 
of the Revelation. The Goſpel is not a meer 
Narrative, but a Promiſe. Chriſt is not repre- 
ſented only as an innocent Perſon dying, but as 
the Son of God dying to deliver Men So Sin, 
and the Efects of it. The fallen Angels may un- 
derſtand and believe it without any Aﬀettions, 
being unconcern'd in it: To them *tis a naked 
Hiſtory, but to Men 'tis a Promiſe, and cannot be 
rightly received, without the moſt ardent Aﬀecti- 
ons. Thu u a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, That Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to 
ſave Sinners : 1 Tim. 1,15- ?Tis eſſentially good, 
as true ; Its Sweetneſs and Profit are equal to its 
Certainty : So that it commends it ſelf to all our 
Faculties. 

There are ſevere and ſad Truths, which are 
attended with fearful Expectation, and the Mind 
is averſe from receiving them : As the Law which, 
like Lightning, terrifies the Soul with. its amazing 
Brightneſs: And there are pleaſant Illuſions which 
have no ſolid Foundation : And as Truth doth 
not delight the Mind, unlefs united to coo_ 
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ſuch as is ſuitable to its Palate ; ſo Goodnefs doth 
not affect the Will unleſs it be real. Now the Do- 
Arine of the Goſpel is as certain as the Law, and 
infinitely more comfortable than all the Inventions 
of Men. ?Tis in the knowledg of it alone that 
the ſenſible and conſidering Sout enjoys perfect Sa- 
tisfaction and the moſt compoſed Reſt. *Tis evi- 
dent that the Underſtanding doth not behold theſe 
Truths in their proper Light, when the Will doth 
not embrace them. For the Rational Appetite 
follows the laſt Judgment of the Mind. When the 
Apoſtle had a powerful Conviction of the Excellency 
of the Knowledg of Chriſt, Phil. 3. this made him ſo 
earneſt to gain an Intereſt in Him. For this reafon, 
thoſe who are only Chriſtians in Title, Having a 
Form of Godlineſs, and denying the Power of it, are in 
Scripture-Language, ſtiled Irfidels : It being im- 
pothble that thoſe who truly and heartily believe 
this great Myſtery of Godlinefs, ſhould remain 
ungodly. ?Tis a ſtrong and- effeftual Aſſent that 
deſcends from the Brain to the Heart and Life, 
that denominates us true Believers : So that when 
the Death of Chriſt is propounded as the cauſe of 
our Reconciliation with God, the wonder of the 
Myſtery doth not make it incredible ; when as the 
reaſon of the Mortification of our Luſts, the 
Pleaſures of Sin do not diſguiſe its Horror : When 
Salvation is offer'd upon our accepting of Chriſt for 
our Prince and Saviour, the Soul israviſh'd with 
its Beauty,and chooſes it for an everlaſting Portion. 
To conclude, The Doftrine of the Goſpel clear- 

ly diſcovers its Divine Original : Tis ſo reaſona- 
ble in it ſelf, and profitable to us, ſo ſublime 
and elevated aboye Man, yet hath ſuch an admi- 
rable agreement with Natural Truths, *tis ſo per- 
&ly correſponding in all its parts; that without 
F alkected 
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aFeted Obſtinacy no Man can reject it. And if af- 
ter the open Revelation of it we are ſo ſtupid and 
wicked, as not to ſee its Superlative Excellency. and 
not to receive it with the Faith, Love, and Obedi- 
ence which is due to it ; what contempt is this of 
that infinite Wiſdom which contriv'd the aſtoniſhing 
way of our Salvation ? What a reproach to the 
Divine Underſtanding, as If it had been employed 
from Eternity about a matter of no moment, and 
that deſerves not our ſerious Conlideration and Ac- 
ceptance ? The neglect of it will juſtly bring a more 
{-yere Puniſhment than the Hell of the uninſtruq- 
ed Heathens, who are Strangers to Supernatural 


Myſteries. 


C-H A SILLL 


The Mercy of God is repreſented with peculiar 4duanta- 
ges above the other Attributes, 'Tis eminently glori- 

fied in our Redemption in reſpett of its Freeneſs and 
Greatneſs. The Freeneſs of it amplified from the con- 

ſideration of the Original and Objett of it. God us 
perfetly happy in himſelf, and needs not the Creature 

to preſerve or heighten hus Felicity, The glorious Re 

ward conferred #pon cur Saviour doth not prejudice the 

Freeneſs of hs Love to Man, There was no tie upon 

God to ſave Man. The Objett of Mercy is Man in 

his lapſed State. *Tis alluſtrated by the conſideration 

of what he ts in himſelf. No motives of Love are in 

him. He is a Rebel impotent and obſtinate. The free- 
neſs of Mercy ſet forth by comparing him with the 
fallen 4ngels who are left in perfett irremediable Mi- 
fſery. Thear firſt State, Fall, and Puniſhment. The 
| | Reaſons 
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Reaſons why the Wiſdom of G od made no Proviſien 
for their Recovery. 


"Havgh all the Divine Attributes are equal asthey 
are in God, (for one Intinite cannot exceed a- 
nother) yer in their Excrciſe and Effects, they ſhine 
with a different Glory. And Mercy 1s repreſented 
in Scripture with peculiar Advantages above the reſt. 
"Tis God's natural Off-ſpring, he ts ſtiled the Farther 
of Mercies, 2 Cor. 1. 3- Tis his dear Attribute, 
that which he places next to himſelf, He is proclai- 
med the Lord God gracious and mercifal, Exod. 34. 6. 
'Tis his Delight, Adercy pleaſes bim, Mich.7.18. ?Tis 
his Treaſure, he is rich in Mercy, Ephel. 2. 4. *Tis 
his triumphant Attribute, and the ſpecial matter of 
his Glory, Mercy rejoices over Judgment, Jam.2. 13. 
Now in the performance of our Redemption, Mer- 
cy is the predominant Attribute, that ſets all the reſt 
a working. The As of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, ard 
Power were in order to the Illuſtration of his Mer- 
cy. And if we duly conſider that Glorious Work, 
we ſhall find in ir all the Ingredients of the moſt ſo- 
vereizn Mercy. 


In diſcourſing of it, I ſhall principally conſider 
two things wherein this Attribute 1s eminently glo- 
rified 

The Freeneſs, and the Greatneſs of it. The 
Freeneſs of this Mercy will appear by conſidering 
the Original and Object of it. 


1. The Original is God : and the notion of a De- 
ity includes infinite PerfeCtions, ſo that it neceſlari- 
ly follows that he hath no need of the Creatures Ser- 
vice to preſerve or heighten his Felicity. Jf thou be 
righteous, whats giveit thou him ? or what recesveth he 
of thine hand? Job 35. 7. From Eternity. he was 
without 
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without external Honour; yet in that infinite Dura- 
tion he was perfectly joyful and happy. He 1s the 
Fountain of his own Bleſſedneſs, the Theatre of his 
own Glory, the Glaſs of his own Beauty. One 
drop encreaſes the Ocean, but to God a Million of 
Worlds can add nothing. Every thing hath ſo much 
of Goodneſs as it derives from him. As there was 
no Gain to him by the Creation, ſo there can be no 
loſs by the Annihilation of all things. The World 
proceeded from his Wiſdom as the /dea and Exem- 
plar, and from his Power as the efficient cauſe ; and 
it ſo proceeds from him, as to remain more perfect- 
ly in him. And as the Polleſſion of all things, and 
the Obedience of Angels and Men is of no Advan- 
tage to God; ſo the oppoſition of impenitent Rebels 
cannot leſſen his Bleſſedneſs. If thou finneſt, what doſt 
thou againſt him ? or, if thy Tranſgreſſions be multipl;- 
ed, what doft thox unto him? Job.35.6. The Sun faf- 
fers no loſs of his Light by the Darkneſs of the 
Night, or an Eclipſe, but the World loſes its Day : 
If intelligent Beings donot eſteem him for his Great- 
neſs, and love him for his Goodneſs, ?®tis no Inju- 
ry to him, but their own Infelicity. Were it for 
his Intereſt, he could by one a&t of Power conquer 
the Obſtinacy of his fierceſt Enemies. If he require 
Subjetion from his Creatures, 'tis not that he may 
be happy but liberal, that his Goodneſs may take 
its riſe to reward them. Now this is the ſpecial 
Commendation of Divine Love, it doth not ariſe out 
of Indigency as created Love, but out of Fulneſs and 
Redundancy. Our Saviour tells us there is zone good 
but God, Mat. 19. 17. not only in reſpect of the 
Perfection of that Attribute, as it is in God in a 
tranſcendent manner, but as to the Effe&ts of his 
Goodneſs, which are meerly for the Benefit of the 
Receiver. He 3s only rich in Mercy, to whom _— 
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is wanting, or profitable. The moſt liberal Monarch 
doth not always give, for he ſtands in need of his 
Subjects. And where there is an expectation of Ser- 
vice for the Support of the Giver, *cas Traffick and 
no Gift. Humane Aﬀection is begotten, and nou- 
riſh'd by ſomething without, but the Love of God 
is from within : the Miſery of the Creature is the 
occaſion, but the cauſe of it is from himſelf. And 
how free was that Love, that caus'd the infinitely 
bleſſed God to do ſo much for our recovery, as if 
his Felicity were imperfect without ours ! 

It doth not prejudice the Freeneſs of redeeming 
Mercy, that Chrilt's Perſonal Glory was the Reward 
of his Sufferings. 

1. ”Tis tcuc, that our Redcemer for the Joy that 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is ſet down at the right Hand of the Throne 
of . God, Heb. 12.2. But he was not firlt drawn to 
the undertaking of that hard Service by the Intereſt 
of the Reward. For if we conſider him in his Di- 
vine Nature, he was the ſecond Perſon in the Tri» 
nity, equal to the firſt ; he poſleſt all the Supreme 
Excellencies of the Deity ; and by aſſuming our Na» 
ture, the only Gain he purchas'd to himſelf was ta 
be capable of loſs for the accompliſhing our Salvati- 
on. Such was the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that being rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that 
we through his Poverty might be madggich, 2 Cor. 8. 9, 
And although his humane Soul was encouraged by 

the glorious Recompence the Father promiſed, to 
make him King and Judg of the World ; yet his 
Love to Man was not kindled from that Conſidera- 
tion, neither is it leſſened by his obtaining of it. For 
immediately upon the Union of the humane Nature 
to the Eternal Son, the higheſt Honour was due to 
him, When the firſt-begotten was bropght into the 

L | World, 
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World, *twas ſaid, Let all the Angels of God worſhip 
him, H&b. 1.6. The Sovereign Power in Heaven 
and Earth was his Inheritance, annext to the Digni- 
ty of his Primogeniture : The Name above every Name 
was a Preferment due to his Perſon. He voluntari- 
ly renounc'd his Right for a time, and appeared in 
the form of a Servant upon our account, that by 
humbling himſelf he mizht accompliſh our Salvati- 
on. Heentred into Glory after a courſe of Suffe- 
rings, becauſe the Oeconomy of our Redemption ſo 
requir?d, but his original Title to it was by the per- 
ſonal Union. To illuſtrate this by a lower Inſtance : 
the Mother of Aoſes was call'd to be his Nurſe by 
Pharaoh*; Daughter, with the Promiſe of a Reward, 
as if ſhe had -no Relation to him : Now the pure 
Love of a Mother, not the Gain of a Nurſe, was 
the Motive thit enclin'd her to nouriſh him with her 
Milk (w). Thus the Love of Chriſt was the pri- 
mary active Cauſe that made him liberal to us of his 
Blood, neither did the juſt Expectation of the Re- 
ward take ol from It. 

The Sum is this : The eſſence of Love conſiſts in 
deſiring the Good of another without reſpect to our 
{elves; and Love 1s ſo much the more free, as the Be- 
nefit we give to another, is leſs profitable, or more 
damageable to us. Now among Men ?tis impoſſible 
that to a vertuous Benefactor there ſhould not re- 
dound a double Rgnefit. 

1. From the eternal Reward which God hath pro- 
miſed. And, 

2, From the internal Beauty of an honeſt Aftion 
which the Philoſopher affirms, doth exceed any loſs 
that can befal us. For if one dies for his Friend, uu 

e 


(bw) Chriſtus enim pernaturam bonus non propter przmii cu- 
piditatem 3 ideo paſſus eſt, quia benefacere cum deleQavir, non 
quia incrementum Gloriz cx ſya paſſione quzrebat, Anbroſ, 
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he Toves himſelf moſt, for -he-wou{d not chuſe to be 
leſs vertuous than his Friend and by dying for him 
he excels him in Vertue, which is more valuable 
than Life it ſelf. But to the Son of God no ſuch 
Advantage could accrue ; for being infinitely holy 
and happy in his Eſlence, there can be no' Addition 
to his Felicity or Vertues by any external Emanati- 
on from him. His Love was for our Profit, not his 
OWN. 

2. The freeneſs of God's Mecy is evident by con- 
ſidering there was no tye upon him to diſpenſe it. 
Grace itrictly taken differs from Love : for that may 
be a Debt, and withour Injuſtice not denied. There 
are inviolable Obligations on Children to love their 
Parents 3 and Duty leſlens deſert : the performance 
of it doth not ſo much deſerve Praiſe, as the Neg- 
lect merits cenſure and reproof, But the Love of 
God to Man is a pure, free, and liberal AtfeCtion, 
no way dye. The Gract of God, and the Gift by 
Grace hath abounded unto many, Rom. 5.i5. The 
Creation was an Effuſion of Goodneſs, much more 
Redemption. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power : for thou haſt created 
all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were crea» 
red, Rev. 4. 11. *Tis Grace that gaye Being to the 
Angels, with all the Prerogatives that adorn their 
Natures : 'tis Grace confirm'd them jn their origi- 
nal Integrity. For God ows them nothing, and 
they are nothing to him. ?T was Grace that plac'd 
Adam in Paradiſe, and made him as a viſible God 
ia the lower World. And if Grace alone diſpenſed 
Benefits to innocent Cteatures, much more to thoſe 
who are obnoxious to Juſtice : the firſt was free, but 
this is merciful. Ard this leads to the ſecond Con- 

ſiderationz which exzlts redectnibg Love: 
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The Object of it is Man in his lapſed State. 
In this reſpec it excels the Goodnefs that preven- 
ted him at the beginning. In the Creation as there 
was no Object to invite, ſo nothing repugnant to 
Man's Being and Happineſs: the Duſt of the 
Earth did not merit ſuch an excellent Condition as 
it received from the pure Bounty of God, but 
there was no moral unworthineſs. But the Grace 
of the Goſpel hath a different Object,the Wretched 
and Unworthy, and it produces different Operati- 
ons, ?tis hcaling and medicinal, ranſoming and de- 
livering, and hath a peculiar Charafter among the 
Divine Attributes. ?Tis Goodneſs that crowns 
the Angels, but *tis Mercy, the SanCtuary of the 
Guilty, and Refuge of the Miſerable, that ſaves 
Man. The Scripture hath conſecrated the Name 
of Grace in a ſpecial manner, to fignify the moſt 
exccllent and admirable Fayour of God in reco- 
vering us from our juſtly defery'd Miſery. We are 
7#ſtified freely by his Grace; Rom. 3. 24. By Grace 
we are ſaved, Eph.2.5. Grace and Truth is come by 
Jeſws Chriſt Joh. 1.17. ? Tis the Grace of God that 
brings Salvation ;, Tit. 2. 1. And this is glori- 
ouſly manifeſted towards Man in that, 1. Conſi- 
dcred in himſelf he is altogether unworthy of it. 
2. As compared with the fallen Angels, who are }. 
left under pertect irremediable Miſery. 

Firſt; Man conſidered in himſelf is unworthy 
of the Favour of God. The uſual Motives of 
Love are, | 

1, The Goodneſs of Things or Perſons. This 
is the proper Alettiwve of the Rational Appetzte - 
There is ſuch a raviſhing Beauty 11 it, that it power- 
fally calls forth Aﬀe&tion. When there is an Uni- 
on of amiable Qualities in a Perſon, eycry one 
tinds an Attrattive, X 
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2. A Conformity in Diſpoſition hath a mighty 
force to beget Love. Reſemblance is the common 
Principle of Union in Nature : Soczal Plants thrive 
beſt when near together : Senſitzve Creatures allo- 
ciate with thoſe of their kind. And Love, which 
is an affectionate Union and voluntary Band, pro- 
ceeds from a ſimilitude of Wills and Inclinations. 
The Harmony of Tempers is the ſtrongeſt and 
{weetelt tie of Friendſhip. 

3. Love is an innocent and powerful Charm to 
produce Love : 'tis of univerſal Virtue, and known 
by all the World (x). None are of ſuch an un- 
natural Hardneſs, but they are ſoftned and re- 
ceive impreſlion from it. Now there are none of 
theſe Inducements to encline God to love Man. 

1. He was utterly deſtitute of moral Goodneſs : 
as the exact Temperament of the Body, ſo the 
order and beauty of the Soul, was ſpoil'd by Sin. 
Nothing remain'd but Deformity and Defilements. 
The Love of God makes us amiable, but did not 
find us ſo. Redemption is a free Fayour, not ex- 
cited by the worth* of him that receives it, but the 
Grace of him that diſpenſes it ; Herein God com- 
mended his Love to us, that while we were Sinners 
Chriſt died for us; Rom. 5.8. Our Goodneſs was 
not the Motive of his Love, but his Love the Ori- 
inal of our Goodnelſs. | 

2. There is a fixed Contrariety in the corrupted 
Natvre of Man to the holy Nature and Will -of 
God : For which he is not only unworthy of his 
Love, but worthy of his Wrath. We are oppoſite 
to Him in our Minds, Aﬀections and Attions : A 
ſtrong Arntipathy is ſeated in all our Faculties. 

L 3 How 
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(x) Tibi monſtrabo amatorium fine Medicamento, fine 
erbis, ſine ullius yveneficx Carmine, ft yis amari ama, Senec, 
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How unqualified were we for his Love? There is 
inhnite Holinet;) in Him, whereby He is eternally 
oppolite to all Sin, yer he exprelt infinite Love to 
Sinners in-ſaving them from Miſery. 

3. There was not. the leaſt ſpark of Love in 
Man to God : Notwithſtanding his infinite Beauty 
ant: Bounty to us, ( Rom. 5. 10.) yet we renewed 
Acts of Hoſtility againſt Him every day. And it 
was the worit kind of Hoſtility ariſing from the 
hatred of' God, ( Rom. 1.30- ) and that for his Ho- 
linefs his moſt amiable Perfection : yet then' in his 
Love he pitted 2, The ſame Favour beſtowed on 
an. Enemy, 1s ntorally more valuable than given to 
a Friend. For 'tis Love that puts a price on Benc- 
fits :.and the more undeſerved they are, the more 
they are endeared by the AﬀeCtion that gives them. 
Here is Lone, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and ſent bis Sou to be a Propitiation for our 
Sins ;,. 1 Jols. 4.10. We were Rebels agatnit God, 
and at Enmity with the Prince of Life, yer then He 
gave Himſelt for us. 

It wilt further appear that our Salvation comes 
from! pure Favour, if ws, confidet Man not only 
as a tebeltious Enemy--to God, bur impotent and 
obſtinate, without Power to. reſiſt Juſtice, and 
-withour AfﬀeCtion to deſire Mercy. Sometimes the 
Intereſt of a Prince may induce him to ſpare the 
Guilty, he may be compell'd to pardon,. whom he 
Cznnot punilh. The! Multitude 1s the greateſt Po- 
tentate. The Sens of Zetviah were moo. ſtrong for 
Daogd: .and then. ris . fot -pity, but policy to fuſ- 
pend the Judgment. ' But our condition is deſcri- 
bed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 5. 6. That when we were 
Sunters, and without ſtrength, then Chriſt dicd for us. 
Kao is a deſpicable Creature, ſo weak that hc 

remb:es at the appcarance of a Worm, and yet ſo 
VE, T Ve vicked 
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wicked that he lifts up his head againſt Heaven. 
How unable is he to encounter with offended Om- 
nipotence ? How eaſily can God deſtroy him, when 
by his ſole Word he made him ? If he unclafps his 
hand that ſupports all things, they will preſently 
relapſe into their firſt Confuſion. The whole 
World of Sinners was ſhut ap, utterly unable to 
repel or avoid his Diſpleaſure: And what ama- 
zing Love is it to ſpare Rebels that were under his 
feet ? When a Man finds his Enemy, will he let him go 
well away? 1 Sam-24.9. But God, when we were 
all at his Mercy, ſpar'd and ſay*d us. 

Beſides, Rebels ſometimes ſollicit the Favour of 
their Prince by their Acknowledgments, their 
Tears and Supplications, the Teſtimonies of their 
Repentance : but Man perſiſted in his fierce. En- 
mity., and had the Weapons of defiance in his 
hands againſt his Creator ; he- trampled on his 
Laws, and deſpiſed his Deity, yet then the Lord of 
Hoſts became the God of Peace. In ſhort, there 
was nothing to call forth the Divine Compaſtion 
but our Miſery : The Breach began on Man's part, 
but Reconciliation on God's Mercy open'd his 
melting Eye, and prevented not only our deſert, 
but our ExpeCtation and Deſires. The Deſign was 
laid from Eternity. God foreſaw our Sin and cur 
Miſery, and appointed 4 Saviour before the Foundation 
of the World; 1 Pet. 1. 20. *Twas the moſt carly 
and pure Love to provide a Ranſom for us before 
we had a being > therefore we could not be de- 
ſerving, nor deſirous of It; and after we were 
made, we deſery'd nothing but Damnation. 

2. The Grace of God eminently appears in 
Man's Recovery, by comparing his State with that 
of the fallen Angels who are left under Miſery : 
this is a ſpecial Circumſtance that magnihes the 
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Favour ; and to make it more ſenſible to us, it will 
be converient briefly to conlider the firſt State of 
the Angels, their Fall, and their Puniſhment. 

Gcd in creating the World, formed two Na- 
tures capable of his Image and Favour, to glorify 
and enjoy him, Angels, and Men ; and plac'd them 
in the principal Parts of the Univerſe, Heaven and 
Earth. | 
The Angels were the eldeſt Off-ſpring of his 
Love, the pureſt ProduCtions of that ſupreme 
Light : Man in his beſt State was inferiour to them. 
A great number of them kept not their firſ® State 
(P/al. 8. 5.) of Integrity and Felicity. Their Sin 
1s intimated in Scripture ; Ordain not a Novice, leſt 
being lifted up with Pride, he fall into the Condemnation 
of the Devil; 1 Tim. 3.6. That 1s, leſt he become 
gullry of that Sin which brought a ſevere Sentence 
on the Devil. The Prince of Darkneſs was blind- 
ed with the luſtre of his own Excecllencies, and at- 
tempted upon the Regalia of ' Heaven, aftefting an 
independent State. He diſavow'd his BenefaCtor, 
inrich'd with his benefits. And in the ſame mo- 
ment he with his Companions in Rebellion were 
baniſhed from Heaven. God ſpared not the Angels 
that ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, and acliver'd 
them into Chains of Darkneſs to be reſcrvd unto 
Judgment :, 2 Pet. 2.4. Mercy did not interpole to 
avert or ſuſpend their Judgment, but immediately 
they were expelPd from the Divine Preſence. A 
ſolemn Triumph in Heaven followed : A Voice 
came out of the Throne, ſaying, Praiſe our God all ye 
his Servants : and there was as it were the Voice of 
mighty Thundrings, ſaywg,, Hallelujah, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigns. They are now the moſt 
eminent Examples of revenging Wrath. Their 
preſent Miſery 1s unſupportable, and they expect 

f worſe, 
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worſe. When our Saviour caſt ſome of them out 
of the polleſt Perſons, they cried out, Mark, 1. Art 
thou come to torment us before our time? Miſerrimum 
eſt timere cum ſperes mhil ;, ?tis the height of Miſery 
to have nothing to hope, and ſomerhing to fear. 
Their Guilt is attended with Deſpair ; they are 
in Everlaſting Chains. He that carries the Keys of 
Hell and Death will never open their Priſon, If 
the Sentence did admit a Revocation after a milli- 
on of Years, their Torment would be nothing in 
compariſon of what it is : for the longeſt meaſure 
of Time bears no proportion to Eternity ; and 
Hope would allay the ſenſe of the preſent Sufferings 
with the proſpect of future Eaſe. But their Judg- 
ment is irreverſible ; they are under the blackneſs of 
darkneſs for ever. There is not the Jeaſt glimpſe of 
hope to allay their Sorrows, no Star-light to {weeten 
the Horrors of their Eternal Night. They are 
ſervi pene, that can never be redeemed. It were a 
kind of Pardon to them to be capable of Death : 
but God will never be ſo far reconciled, as to an- 
nihilate them. Hs Anger ſhall be accompliſhed, and 
his Fury reſt upon them; Ezek. 3, 5. Immortality, 
the priviledg of their Nature, infinitely increaſes 
their Torment : for when the Underſtanding by a 
ſtrong and active Apprehenſion, hath a terrible and 
unbounded proſpect of the continuance of their 
Sufferings, that what is Intolerable muſt be 
Eternal, this inexpreſlibly .exaſperates their Miſe- 
ry : There wants a word beyond Death to ſer it 
forth. This is the condition of the ſinning An- 
gels, and God might have dealt in as ſtrict Juſtice 
with rebellious Man. ?Tis true, there are many 
Reaſons may be aſſigned why the Wiſdom of God 
made no proviſion for their Recovery. 
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1. It was moſt decent that the firſt Breach of the 

Divine Law ſhould be puniſh'd, to ſecure Obedi- 
ence for the future. Prudent Lawgivers are ſevere 
againſt the firſt Tranſgrellors, the Leaders in Diſ- 
obedience: He that firſt preſumed to break the 
Sabbath, was by God's Command put to Death. 
And Selomon the King of Peace, puniſh*d the firſt 
attempt vpon his Royalty with Death, tho in the 
Perſon of his Brother. 

2, The Malignity of their Sin was in the higheſt 
deorce : For ſuch was the clearneſs of the Ange- 
lical Underſtanding, that there was nothing of lg- 
norance and Decelt to leſſen the yoluntarineſs of 
their Sin : 'twas no Miſtake, but Malice : They 
fell in the Light of Heaven, and rendred them- 
ſel;es incapable of Mercy. As under the Law, 
thoſe who ined with a higb band, Heb. 9.7. that is, 
not out of Ignorance or imbecillity, to pleaſe thcir 
Paſſions, but knowingly and proudly deſpiſed the 
Command, their Prelumptton was inexplable, no 
Sacrifice was appointed for it. And the Goſpel, 
tho the Declaration of Mercy, yet excepts thoſe 
who ſin the great Tranſgreſſion againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now of ſuch a nature was the Sin of the 
Rebellious Angels, ( Fbil. 3.) it being a contemp- 
tuous Violation of God?s Majeſty, and therefore 
unpardonabie. Beſides, they are wholly Spiritual 
Being-, without any allay of Fteſh, and ſo fell 
to the utmoſt in Evil, there 'being nothing to 
ſuſpend the intireneſs of their Will : whereas the 
Humane Spirit 15 more ſlow by its Union with the 
Body. And that which extremely aggravates 
their Sin i:, that it was committed in the ſtate of 
perfect Happineſs. They deſpiſed the full Fruiti- 
on of God : *rwas therefore congruous to the Di- 
vire Wiſdom, that their ſinal Sentence ſhould = 
« pen 
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nd upon their firſt Election : whereas Man's Re- 
þallion, tho inconceivably great, was againſt a 
lower Light and leſs Grace diſpenſed to him. 

3. They ſinn'd without. a Tempter, and were 
not in the ſame Capacity with Man to be reſtor?d 
by a Saviour. The Devil is an Original Proprietor 
in Sin, 'tis of hs own, John 8. 44. Man was be- 
guiled by the Serpent's Subtilty : as he fell by 
another's Malice, ſo he is recovered by another's 
Merit. 

4. The Angelical Nature was not entirely loſt : 
Myriads of blclied Spirits ſtill continue in the place 
of their Innocency and Glory, and for ever a- 
ſcribe to the Great Creator that incommunicable 
Honour, which is due to Him ; and perfectly do 
his Commandments, Pſal. 103- But all Mankind 
was loſt in Adam, and no Religion was left in the 
lower World, 

Now although in theſe and other reſpects it 
was molt confilttent with the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of God, to conclude them under an irrevocable 
Poor, yet the principal Cauſe that inclin'd him 
to ſave Man, was meer and perfeft Grace. The 
Law made no diſtinction, but awarded the ſame 
Puniſhment : Mercy alone made the difference : 
and the reaſon of that is in Himſelf. Millions of 
them. fell Sacrifices to Juſtice, and guilty Man was 
ſpared. *Tis not for the Excellency of our Na- 
tures, for Man in his Creation was lower than the 
Angels; nor upon the account of Service, for 
they having more eminent Endowments of Wilſ- 
dom and Power might have brought greater Ho- 
nour to God ; nor for our Innocence, for though 
not equally, yet we had highly offended Him : 
But it mult be reſolved into that Love which paſſeth 
Knowlede. ?T was the unaccountable Pleaſure = 
G 
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God that preferr*d Babes before the Wiſe and Prudent, 
at. 11, and herein Grace 1s molt glorious He 
in no wiſe took the Nature of Angels, though immor- 
zal Spirits; He did not put forth his hand to 
help them, and break the force of their Fall; He 
did nothing for their Relief, they are under #-- 
allayed Wrath : but He took the Seed of Abraham, 
and plants a new Colony of thoſe who ſprung from 
the Earth, in the Heavenly Country, to fill up the 
vacant places of thoſe Apoſtate Spirits. This 1s 
juſt matter of our higheſt Admiration, why the 
milder Attribute is exerciſed towards Man, and the 
ſeverer on them? Why the Veſſels of Clay are 
choſen, and the Veſlels of Gold negleted ? How 
can we reflect upon it without the warmeſt Af- 
fections to our Redeemer ? We ſhall never fully 
underitand the Riches of diſtinguiſhing Grace till 
our Saviour ſhall be their Judg, and receive us into 
the Kingdom of Joy and Glory, and condemn them 
to an Eternal Separation from his Preſence. 


w— — 


CHAP. IX. 


The Greatneſs of Redeeming Love diſcovered by con- 
ftdering the Emwils from which we are freed.” The 
Servitnde of Sin, the Tyranny of Satan, the Bon- 
adage of the Law, the Empire of Death. The 
meaſure of Love us proportionable to the degrees of 
our Mifery. No poſſible Remedy for u 17 Na- 
ture. Our Deliverance # compleat. The Divine 
Love # magrafied in the Means by which our Re- 
deemer # accompliſh'd. They are the Incarnation 
and Sufferings of the Son of God. Love #” ma- 
nifeſted in the Incarnation, «pon the account of the 
£:lential Condition of the Nature aſſumed, and its 
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Servile State, Chriſt took or Nature after it 
had loſt its Innocency. The moſt evident Proof 
of God's Love # mm the Sufferings of Chrilt. The 
deſcription of them with reſpett ts his Soul and 
Body. The Sufferings of his Soul ſet forth from 
the Cauſes of hus Grief The Diſpoſition of Chriſt, 
and the Deſign of God in afflitting Him. The 
Sorrows of his forſaken State. All comforting In- 
fluences were ſuſpended, but without Prejudice to 
the Perſonal Union, or the Perfeftion of his Grace, 
or the Love of his Father towards Him. The Death 
of the Croſs conſidered, with reſpe to the Ignomi- 
ny and Torment that concurr'd in it, The Love 
of the Father and of Chriſt amplified upon the ac- 
count of his enduring it. 


HE next Circumſtance to be conſider*d in the 
Divine Mercy 1s the degree of it : And this 1s 
deſcribed by the Apoſtle in all the dimenſions 
which can ſignify its greatneſs. He prays for the 
Epheſians, Eph. 3. 18. that they may be able to com- 


prehend with all Saints the breadth, and length, and 


depth, and height of the Love of God in Chriſt which 
paſſes Knowledg, No Language is ſufficient to ex- 
preſs it : if our Hearts were as large as the Sand 
on the Sea-ſhore, yet they were too ſtrait to com- 
prehend it. But although we cannot arrive to the 
perfect knowledg of this excellent Love, yct 'tis 
our Duty to ſtudy it with the greateſt Application 
of Mind ; for our Happineſs depends upon it ; and 
ſo far we may underſtand as to inflame our Hearts 
with a Superlative Aﬀecion to God. And the full 
diſcovery which here we deſire, and ſearch after, 
in the future State,ſhall be obtained by the Preſence 
and Light of our Redeemer. Now the Greatneſs 
of the Divine Love in our Rederwption appears, 

1, BY 
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1. By refletting on the mighty Evils from which 
we are freed. 
2. The means by which our Redemption isaccom- 
liih'd. 
: 3. That excellent Statz to which we are advanc'd 
by our Redeemer. 
1. If we reflect upon the horrour of our natural 
State, it will exceedingly heighten the Mercy that 
delivered us. This I have in part opened before, 
therefore I will be the ſhorter in deſcribing it. Man 
by his Rebellion had forfeited God's Favour, and 
the Honour and Happineſs he injoyedin Paradiſe ; 
Pſal. 49. 20. And as there 1s no middle State be- 
tween Sovereignty and Miſery, he thar falls from 
the Throne'ſtops not till he comes to the bottom; ſo 
when Man fell irom God and the Dignity of his in- 
nocent State, he became extreamly miſerable. He 
is under the Servitude of Sin, the Tyranny of Sa- 
tan» the Bondage of the Law, and the Empire of 
Death. FH 
' 1. Man isa Captive to Sin. He is fallen from the 
Hand of his Counſel,under the Power of his Paſſions. 
Love, Hatred, Ambition.,Envy, Fear,Sorrow., and all 
the other ſtinging Aﬀections (of which is true what 
Solinus ſpeaks of the ſcveral kinds of Serpents in A- 
frica, Quantus nominum tantits mortium numerus ) exer- 
ciſe a Tyranny over him. And if zo an can ſerve two 
Maſters, as our Saviour tells us, 1at.6.24. how wret- 
ched is the Slaveryof Man,whoſe Paſſions are ſo oppo- 
ſite, that in obeying one, he cannot eſcape the Laſh 
of many imperious Maſters ? He is poſleſt with a 
Legion of -impure Luſts, And as the Demoniack 
in the Goſpel was ſometimes caſt into the Fire, and 
ſometimes into the Water ; fo is he hurried by the 
Fury of contrary Paſſions. Thus Servitude to Sin is 


in all reſpects compleat. For thoſe who ſerve are 
cither 
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either born Servants, or bought with a Price, or 
made Captives by force : and Sin hath all theſe 
kinds of Title to Man. He # concefved and born in 
Sin, Pſal. 51. He ts ſold under Sin, Rom. 7. And 


ſells bimſelf to do evil, Iſa. 28.15. As that which is - 


ſold paliles into the Poſleſiion of the Buyer, —1o the 
Sinner exchanging himſelf for the Pleaſures of Sin, 
$ under its Power. Original Sin took Poſſeſſion of 


our Nature, and Actual of our Lives. He b the =«- 


Servant of Corruption by yielding to it : For of 
whom a Man 1s overcome, of the ſame be is brought in 
Bondage, 2 Pct.2.19. The condition of the moſt 
wretched Bondſlave is more {ſweet and lefs ſervile 
than that of a Sinrer. For the fevereſt Tyranny is 
exerciſcd only upon the Body, the Soul remains free 
in the midit of Chains ; Slaves are called 6@{uaTrx 
Boazes, Rev. 18. 13. but the Power of Sin oppreſ- 
ſes the Soul, the moſt ncble Part, and defaces the 
bright Character of the Deity that was ſtamp'd yp- 
on its Viſage. The worſt Slavery is terminated with 
this preſent Life. 1n the Grave the Priſoners reſt t0- 
gether, they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor. The 
ſmall and the great are there, and the Servant is free 
from his Maſter. Job 3. 18, 19. But there is no ex- 
emption from this Servitude by Death, it extends 
it ſelf to Eternity. 


2. Man ſince his Fall is under the Tyranny of Sa-- 


tan, whois cali'd the God of this World, and is more 
abſolute than all tempoxal Princes, his Dominion 


being over the Will. He overcame an in Para- - 
diſe, and by the right of War rules over him. The 


Soul is kept in his Bondage by ſubtile Chains, of 
which the ſpiritual Nature is capable. The Under- 
ſtanding 1s captivated by Ignorance and Errors 
the Will by inordinate and dangerous Luſts ; the 
Memory by the Images of ſinfyl Pleaſures, _ 
mort 


— — 
- 
—_ — PI 


V2 —'— DTD ———_ ww I _—— ——__— 


Det i Hg — 4a 


160 The Harmony of the Otvine Attributes 


mortal Viſions which inchant the Soul, and make it 
not deſirous of Liberty. Never did cruel Pirate ſo 
incompaſlionately urge his Slaves to ply their Oars 
in charging, or flying from an Enemy, as Satan in- 
cites thoſe whoare his Captives to da his Will, 2 Tim. 
2. 26. And can there be a more afflicting Calami- 
ty, than to be the Slave of ones Enemy, eſpecially 
if baſe and cruel ? This is the Condition of Man, 
he is a Captive to the Devil, who was 4 Liar and a 
Murderer from the Beginning, He is under the Rage 
of that bloody Tyrant, whoſe Ambition was to 
render Man as miſerable as himſelf, who in triumph 
upbraids him for his Folly, and adds deriſion to his 
Cruelty. 

3. Fallen Man is under the Curſe and Terrors of 
the Law. For being guilty, he is jultly expoſed to 
the Puniſhment threatned againſt Tranſpreſlors , 
without the allowance of Repentance to obtain Par- 
don. And Conſcience, which is the Eccho of the 
Law in his Boſom, repeats the dreadful Sentence. 
This is an Accuſer which none can ſilence, a Judg 
that none can decline : and from: hence it is that 
Men all their Life are ſ«bje## ro Bondage, Heb.2. be- 
. Ing obnoxious to the Wrath of God, which the a- 
wakened Conſcience fearfully ſets before them. 

This complicated Servitude of a Sinner the Scripture 
repreſents under great Variety of S:militades, that 
the Defects of one may be ſupplied by another. E- 
very Sinner is a Servant, Joh. 8. 34. Now a Servant 
by flight may recover his Liberty : But the Sinner 
is a Captive in Chains; 2 Tim. 2. uit, A Captive 
may be freed by laying down a Ranſom ; but the 
Sinner is deeply in debt : Every Debtor is not mi- 
ſerable by his own Fault, (ar. 18.) it may be his 
Infelicity, not his Crime, that he 1s poor; but the 
Sinner 1s guilty. of the higheſt Offence ; 1/a. boy: 
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A guilty-Perſon may enjoy his Health ; but the Sin- 
ner is lick of a deadly Diſeaſe, an incurable Wound : 
He thar is ſick and wounded may ſend for the Phyſz- 
cian in order to his Recovery ; but the Sinner Is in a 
deep Sleep. 2 Tim. 2,26, The Apgfijc ſets forth 
the Converſion of a Siyner by the word ayavipay, 
which ſignifies an awaking out of ſleep, cauſed by 
the Fames of Wine or Strong Lsquor * which is an ex- 
cellent Refemblance of the Sinner's State, wherein 
the Spiritual Senſes are bound up, and the Paſſions, as 
thick and malignant Fapoxrs, cloud the Mind, that 
it cannot reflect upon his Miſeries. Ke that is aſleep 
may awake ; but the Sinner is in a State of Death, 
which implies not only a Cef{a40n from all vital Ats- 
073, but an abſolute diſability to perform them. The 
Underſtanding is diſabled for any Spirjtues Rercepti- 
on, the Will for any holy Inclinations, the whole 
Man is diſabled for the ſenſe of his wretched State. 
This is the ſpiritual Dearth which jultly expoſes the 
Sinner to Death ternporal and egernal., .-- *: 

4- Every Man asdefoending from Adam, is born 
a Sacrifice xo Death. - His condition in this World 
is ſo wretched and unworthy the orjginalExcellency 
of his Nature, that jt deſerves not the name, of Life : 
"Tis a continual Exerciſe of ſinful Actions diſhonou- 
rable: to God, and damung to himſclt, and after. 
the Succeſſion of a few Years in the Defilements of 
Sin, and the Accidents of this frail State, in doin 
and ſuffering Evil, Man comes to his fatal Period, 
and falls intd'the bottomleſs Pit, the-placeof Pollu- 
tions and Horrors, of Sin and Torments. ?Tis 
there that the Wrath of -God abides on him ;, and who 
knows the Power of his Wrath ? According to his Fear 
fo is his Wrath. Pal: go. 12. Fearis an unbounded 
Paſſion; and can extend it ſelf to the Apprebenſion 
of fuch Torments; which 70 faite Power. ra Pp 
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Aift : But the Wrath of God exceeds the moſt jea- 
lous Fears of the guilty Conſcience. It proceeds 


from infinite Juſtice, and is executed by Almighty 


Power, and contains eminently all kind of Evils. A 
Lake of flaming Brimſtone, and whateyer is moſt 
dreadful to Senſe, is but an imperfect Alluſion to re- 
preſent it. 

And how great is that Love which pitied and reſ- 
cued us from Sin and Hell ? This Saving Mercy is 
ſet out: for its Tenderneſs and Vehemence by the 
commotion of the Bowels, at the ſight of one in mi- 
ſery ; Luk.1.78. eſpecially the working of the Mo- 


ther, when any Evil befals her Children : Such an. 


inward deep reſentment of our Diſtreſs wasin the Fa- 
ther of Mercies. When we were sn our blood, He ſaid 
unto us, Live; Ezek.15.6, And that which further diſ- 
covers the eminent degree of his Love is this ; He 
might have been unconcerned with our Diſtreſs, and 
left us under Deſpair of Deliverance. There is a 
Compaſſion which ariſeth from Self-love, when the 
ſight of anothers Miſery ſurpriſes us, and affects us 
in ſuch a manner as to diſturb our Repoſe, and im- 
bitter our Joy, by conſidering our liableneſs to the 
Tame Troubles, and from hence we are enclin*d to 
help them. And there is a Compaſſion that proceeds 
from pure Love to the miſerable, when the Perſon 
that expreſſes it, is above all the aſſaults of Evil, 
and incapable of all Aﬀections that might leſſen his 
Felicity, and yet applies himfelf to relieve the af- 
flicted ; and ſuch was God?s towards Man. 

If it had been a tolerable Evil under which we 
were faln, the Mercy that recovered us had been 
leſs : For Benefits are valued by the neceſlity of the 
Recelver. But Man was diſinherited of Paradsſe, an 
Heir of Zell, his Miſery was inconceivyably great. 


_ - Now the meaſure of God's Loye is proportionable 


to 
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to the Miſery from whence we are redeemed. If 
_ there had been any poſlible Remedy for us in Nature, 
our Engagements had not been ſo great : But bnly 
He that created us by his Power, could reſtore us 
by his Love. Briefly, it magnifies the Dsvine Com- 
aſſton,that our Deliverance 1s full and intire. It had 
cen admirable Fayour to have mitigated our Miſery, 
but we have a perfe&t Redemption ſweetned by the 
remembrance of thoſe dreadfal Evils that oppreſt us. 
As the three Hebrew Martyrs came unhurt out of the 
fiery Furnace, The hair of their Heads were not ſinged, 
nor their Coats changed, nor the ſmell of the Fire had 
paſſed on them, Dan. 3. 27. So the Saints above have 
no marks of Sin or Miſery remaining upon them, 
not the leaft ſjot or wrinkle to blaſt their Beauty, nor 
the leaſt trouble to diminifh their Bleſſednefs ; bur 
for ever poſſeſs the fulneſs of Joy and Glory, a pure 
and triumphant Felicity. 

2. The Greatneſs of the Divine Love towards 
faln Man appears in the means by which our Re- 
demption is accompliſh'd. And thoſe are the /rtar- 
nation and Swferings of the Son of God. The In- 
carnation manifeſts this Loye upon a doxble account. 

:. In regard of the eſſential condition of the 
Nature he aſſum'd. 

2, Its Servile State and Meanneſs, 

1. The eſſential Condition of the Humang Na- 
ture aſſura'd by our Redeemer diſcovers his tran- 
ſcendent Love to us. For what proportion is there 

| between God and Man ? Infinite and Finite are not 
Terms that admit Compariſon,as Greater and Leſs, 
but are diſtant, as All and Nothing, The whole 
World before him, is bx=t 4s the drop of the Buckgt 
that hath ſcarce weight to fall ;, and the ſmall duſt of 
the Ballance, that is not of ſuch moment as to turn the 
Sales ;, "tis as nothing, _ counted leſs than nethings 
2 an 


194 TheÞarmony of the Divine Attributes 


and Vanity, 1a. 40. 15,17. The Deity in-its own 
Nature includes Independence and Sovereignty. To 


be a Creature implies dependence and Subjeftion. - 


The Angelical Nature is infinitely inferiour to the 
Divine, and Man is lower than the Angels ; yet the 
Word was made Fleſh, Add to this, he was not made 
as Adam in the Perfection of his Nature, and begin- 
ping the firſt ſtep of his Life in the full exerciſe of 
Reaſon, and Dominion over the Creatures, but he 
came into the World by the way of a natural Birth, 
and dependence upon a mortal Creature. The E- 
. ternal Wiſdom of the Father ſtoop'd to a ſtate of 
Infancy, which is moſt diſtant from that of Wiſ- 
dom, wherein though the Life, yet the Light of the 
reaſonable Soul 1s not viſible 3 and the mighty God, 
to a condition of Indigence and infirmity. The Lord 
of Nature ſubmitted to the Laws of it. Admirable 
Love! wherein God ſeemed to forget his own Great- 
neſs, and the meanneſs of the Creature. This is 
more indeared to us by conſidering, 

_ 2. -Theſervile State of the Nature he aſſumed. 
An account of this we have in the words of the A- 
poſtle, Phil.-2. 5, 6, 7, 8. Let this mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chriit ;, who being in the form of God, 
that is, injoying the Divine Nature with all its Glo- 
ry eternally, and inyariably. As to be in the form 


of. a- King, ſignifies not only to be a King, but to- 


have all the conſpjcuous marks of Royalty, the 
Crown, Scepter, "Throne, the Guards and State of 
a King. Thus our Saviour poſſeſt that Glory that 
ts truly Divine, before he took our Nature ;, Fohn 
17. 5-. The Angels adored him in Heaven, and by 


tim Princes weigned on the Earth, Prov. 8. 15. 'Tis: 


added, he thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, 
Phy}. 2.6. that is, being the. eſſential Image of 
the Father, he had a righttul poſition of all n Per- 

; eftions. 
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fections ; yet he made himſelf of no Reputation, and 
took, upon him the form of a Servant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of Man : this is a lower degree of Con- 
deſcenſion, than the atluming the naked Humane 
Nature. A Servant is not ſimply a Man, there be- 
ing many Men of higher Quality, but a Man in a 
low State. Now he that was in the form of God, 
leſſened himſelf into the form of £Servyant. that is, 
took the Human Nature without Honour. attended 
with its Infirmities ; So that by the viſible Condi- 
tion of his Life, he was judged to be an ordinary 
Perſon, and not that under that meanneſs the 
Lord of Angels had been concealed. This will 
more diſtintly be underſtood, if we conſider the 
lowneſs of his Extraction, the poverty of his 
Birth, and the tenour of his Life whilſt he con- 
yerſt with Men. What Nation was more deſpi- 
cable in the eſteem of the World than the Fews ? 
yet. of their ſtock Chriſt diſdained not to de- 
ſcend (y). And among the Jews none were more 
vilified than the Galzileans, and in Galilee Nazareth 
was a contemptible Village, and in Nazareth the 
Family of Toſeph was very obſcure, and to him our 
Saviour was nearly allied. His reputed Father was 
a Carpenter, and his Mother a poor Virgin, that 
offered two Pigeons for her Purification. He firſt 
breathed in a Stable, and was covered with poor 
Swadling-cloaths, who was Maſter of Heaven and 
Earth, and adorns all Creatures with their Glory. 
But Love made him who is Heir of all things, re- 
nounce the priviledg of his Supernatural Sonſhip. 
Inconceivable Condeſcenſion ! Therefore an Angel 
was diſpatcht from Heaven, who appeared with a 

3 ſurpri- 
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ſurprizing miraculaus Light, the viſible Character 
of his Dignity, to prevent the Scandal which 
might ariſe from the meanneſs of his Condition, 
and to aſſure the Shepherds that the Babe which 
lay in the Manger, was the Redeemer of the World : 
Luke 2.12. The courſe of his Life was a Preface, 
and preparative for the Death of the Croſs. He 
had a juſt right to all that Glory, which a created 
Nature perſonally united to the Deity could re- 
ceive. An eminent inſtance of it there was in his 
Transfiguration, when Glory deſtended from Hea- 
ven to encompaſs him ; that which was ſo ſhort 
ſhould have been continual, but he preſently rc- 
turned to the lowneſs of his former Condition. 
The fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in him bodily, yet in 
his humble State he was voluntarily deprived of 
thoſe admirable Effects which ſhould proceed from 
that Union. Strange Separation b2tween the Deq ' 
. Ity, and the Glory that reſults from it! God is 
Light, and the Son is the Brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's Glory, yet in his Pilgrimage upon the Earth 
he was always under a Cloud. Aſtoniſhing Mira- 
cle! tranſcending all thoſe in the compaſs of Na- 
ture, yet the power of Love effected it. He was 
made not only lower than the Angels, but leſs than all 
Men, Heb. 2. joyning ( Oh amazing Abaſement ! ) 
the Majeſty of God, with the meanneſs of a Worm, 
Pſal. 22. The High and Lofty-One, whom the Pro- 
phet ſaw Exalted on a High Throne, Ifa. 6. and all 
the Powers of Heaven in a Poſture of Reverence 
about him, 4s deſpiſed and rejetted of Men ;, Ia. 
; 3. they turned their Eyes from him, not for the 
uftre of his Countenance, but for Shame. 
* If the Lord had aſſumed our Nature in its moſt 
honourable Condition, and appeated in its Beauty, 
the Condeſcenſion 'were infinite : For altho Men 
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are diſtinguiſh'd among themſelves by Titles of Ho- 
nour, yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an une- 
qual Brightneſs in the Night, are equally obſcured 
by the Light of the $4 - So all Men, thoſe that 
are adyanc'd to the moſt eminent degree, as well as 
the moſt abject and wretched, are in the ſame di- 
ſtance from God. But He emptied himſelf of all his 
Glory ;, Phil. 2. he grew up as a tender Plant, and as a 
Root out of a dry ground, there was no Form or Comeli- 
neſs in him; 11a. 53. 2. From his Birth to the 
time of his Preaching he lived fo privately, as only 
known under the quality of the Carpenter's Son. 
There was a continual repreſſion of that inconcei- 
vable Glory, that was due to him the firſt moment 
of his appearing among Men. In ſhort, His de- 
ſpiſed Condition was an abaſement not only of his 
Divinity, but his Humanity. And how conſpicu- 
ous was his Love in this darkning Condeſcention ? 
We know the GrazE® of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
tho he was rich, he became poor for our ſakes ; 2 Cor. 8. 
9. Hedid not aſſume that which was due to the Ex- 
cellency of his Nature, but what was convenient. 
for our Redemption, which was to be accompliſh'd 
by Sufferings. 

Where can be found an Example of ſuch Love ? 
Some haye#favourable Inclinations to help the di- 
ſtreſſed, and will expreſs ſo much Compaſlion as is 
conſiſtent with their State and Quality : Bur if in 
order to the relieving of the miſerable, one muſt 
ſubmit to what is ſhameful, who hath an AﬀeCtion 
fo ſtrong and vehement as to purchaſe his Bro- 
ther% Redemption at the loſs of his own Honour ? 
Yet the Son of God deſcended from his Throne, 
and put on our vile Mortality : He parted with his 
Glory that He might be qualified to part with his 
Life for our Salvation. How doth this exalt his 
Compaſſion to us ! M 4 Add 
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Add further, He took our Nature after it had loſt 
its Primitive [nnocency. The nataral diſtance be- 
tween God and the Creature is finite ;, the moral 
between God and the ſinful Creature, if poſſible, 
is more than #7finite : Yet the Mercy of our Re- 
deemer overcame this diſtance. What an extaſie 
of Love tranſported the Son of God fo far as to 
eſpouſe our Nature, after it was depraved and 
diſhonour'd with Sin ? He was eſſential Innocence 
and Purity, yet He came in: the fomilitude of ſinful 
Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. which to outward view was not 
different from what was really ſinful. He was the 
Holy Lawgiver, yet He ſubmitted to that Law, 
which made Him appear under the Character and 
Diſreputation of a Sinner. He paid the bloody 
Tribute of the Children of Wrath, being circum- 
Ciſed as guilty of Adam's Sin; and he was baptiſed 

as guilty of his own. 
2. The moſt evident and ſenſible proof of the 
greatneſs of God's: Love to Mankind, 1s in the 
Sufferings of our Redeemer to obtain our Pardon. 
He is called in Scripture, A Man of Sorrows, Iſa. 53. 
the Title ſignifes their Number and Quality. His 
whole Life was a continual Paſſion:: He ſuffered 
the Contraaittion of Sinners, who by their malicious 
Calumntes obſcur?d the luſtre of his Miracles and 
moſt innocent Actions : He endured the Tempta- 
tions of Satan in the Deſert : He wai often in 
danger of his Life ; But all theſe were nothing in 
comparifon of his laſt Sufferings. ?Tis therefore 
faid, that at the bare apprehenſion of them, He 
began to be ſorrowful, as if he had never felt any 
Grief till then. His former Afiictions were like 
catter?d drops of Rain : But as in the Deluge all 
the Fountains beneath, and all the Windows of Heaven 
above were opened ; $0 in our Saviour's laſt. Stffering's 
T the 
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the Anger of God, the Cruelty of Men, the Fury 
of Devils broke out together againſt him. And 
that the degrees of his Love may. be meaſured by 
thoſe of his Sufferings, it will be fit to conſider 
them with reſpect to his Soul and his Body. The 
Goſpel delivers to us the Relation of Both. 

1. Upon his entrance into the Garden, He com- 
plains, My Soul 1s exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
Death. There were preſent only Peter, Fames and 
Fokn his happy Favourites, who aſſured him of 
their Fidelity ; there was no viſible Enemy to afflict 
Him, yet his Soul was environ d with Sorrows. ?Tis 
eaſie to conceive the Injuries he {ſuffered from the 
Rage of Men, for they were terminated upon his 
Body ; bat how to underſtand his inward Sufterings, 
the Wounds of his Spirit, the Croſs to which his 
Soul was nailed, 1s very difficult. Yet theſe were 
inexpreſlibly greater, as the viſible Effects declare. 
The Angyuiſh of his Soul ſo affefted his Body, that 
his Sweat was 45 at were great drops of Blood, the mi- 
raculous evidence of his Agony. The Terror was 
ſo dreadful, that the aſſiſtance of an Angel could 
not calm it. And if we conſider the Cauſes of his 
Grief, the Diſpoſitions of Chriſt, and the Deſign 
of God in afflictting him, it will further appear 
that no Sorrow was ever like his. The Cauſes 
were, 

1. The Evil of Sin, which inconceivably exceeds 
all other : for the juſt meaſure of an Evil is taken 
from the Good to which it is oppoſite, and of 
which it deprives us. Now Sin is formally oppo- 
ſite to the holy Nature and Will of God, and me- 
ritoriouſly deprives of his bleſſed Preſence for ever. 
Therefore God being the Supreme Good, Sin 1s 
the Supreme Evil. And Grief being the Reſent- 
ment of an Evil, that which is proportioned 
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the Evil of Sin muſt be infinite. Now the Lord 
Chriſt alone had perfe& Light to diſcover Sin in 
its true Horror, and perfect Zeal ta hate it accor- 
ding to its Nature : for, who can underſtand the 
excellency of Good, and the malignity of Evil, 
but the Author of- the one and the Judg of the 
other ? Who can fully conceive the guilt of Re- 
bellion againſt God, bur the Son of God who is 
alone able to comprehend his own Majeſty ? On 
this account the grief of our Redeemer exceeded 
allthe ſorrows of repenting Sinners, from the be- 

inning of the World. For our Knowledg is fo 
imperfect, and our Zeal ſo remiſs, that our grief 
for Sin is much beneath what 'tis worthy of : but 
Sin was as hateful to Chriſt as it is in it {cIf,, and 
his Sorrow was equal to its Evil. 

2. The Death he was to ſuffer, attended with all 
the Curſes of the Law, and the terrible marks of 
God?s Indignation. From hence ?tis ſaid, he began 
ro be fore amazed and to be very heavy, Mat. 14. 34. 
*Tis wonderful that the Son of God, who had per- 
fe&t Patience, and the Strength of the Deity to 
ſupport him, who knew that his Paſſion ſhould foon 
paſs away, and that the iſſue ſhould be his own 
glorious Reſurrection, and the recovery of tapſed 
Man, that he ſhould be ſhaken with Fear and op- 

reſſed with Sorrow at the firſt approaches of it : 

ow many of the Martyrs have with an undiſtur- 
bed Courage embraced a more cruel Death ? but 
to them 'twas diſarmd ; whereas our Saviour en- 
countred it with- all its formidable Pomp, with its 
Darts and Poiſon. 

3. The Wrath of God was inflamed againſt 
| him. For altho he was perfef&tly innocent, and 
more diſtant from Sin than Heaven is from the 
Earth, yet by the Ordination of God, and his own 

. '_ Conſent 
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Conſent being made our Sponſor, the Iniquity of 1s 
all was laid upon him ;, Iſa. 53. He ſuffered as deep- 
ly as.if he had been guilty. Yindifttive Juſtice was 
inexorable to his Prayers and Tears. Altho he re- 
newed his Requeſt with the greateſt Ardency, as *tis 
ſaid by the Evangeliſt, that being in an Agony be 
res more earneſtly, yet. God would nor ſpare him. 
The Father of Mercies ſaw his Son humbled in 
his Preſence, proſtrate on the Earth, yet deals 
with him in extreme Severity. He wa: ftricken, 
ſmitten of God, and affiifted And who is able to 
conceive the weight of God's Hand when he pu- 
niſhes Sin according to its deſert ? Who can under- 
ſtand the degrees of thoſe Sufferings when God 
exacts Satisfaction from one that was obliged, and 
able to make it ? How piercing were thoſe Sorrows 
whereby Divine Juſtice, infinitely incens'd, was to 
be appeas*d ? Who knows the conſequence of thoſe 
words, My God, my God, why haſt thou forfaken me ? 
*Tis impoſlible to comprehend, or repreſent that 
great and terrible Myſtery. But thys much we 
may underſtand, That Holinefs and Glory being 
eſſential to the Deity, they are communicated to 
the reaſonable Nature when united to it : But with 
this difference, that Holineſs neceſſarily reſults from 
Union with God : For Sin being infinitely repug- 
nant to his Nature, makes a Separation between 
him and the Creature : But Glory. and Joy are 
diſpenſed in a free and arbitrary manner. This 
Derelition of our Saviour muſt be underſtood 
with reſpect to the ſecond, not the firſt Commu- 
nication. In the extremity of his Torments all 
his Aﬀections were innocent and regular, being 
only raiſed to that degree, which the vehemency of 
the Object required. He expreſt no murmur a- 
gainſt God, nor anger againſt his Enemies. - $ 
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Faith, Love, Humility, Patience were then in their 
Exaltation. But that glorious and unſpeakable 
Joy which in the courſe of his Life the Deity con- 
veyed to him, was then withdrawn. An impetu- 
ous torrent of pure unmixed Sorrows broke into his 
holy Soul : He felt no refreſhing Emanations, ſo 
that having loſt the ſenſe of preſent Joy, there re- 
mained in his Soul only the hope of future Joy. 
And in that ſad moment, his Mind was ſo intent 
upon his Sufferings, that he ſcems to have been di- 
verted from the actual confideration of the Glory 
that. attended the iſſue of them. 

Briefly, All comforting Influences were ſuſpended, 
but withour prejudice to the Perſonal Union, or 
the PerfeCtion of his-Grace, or tothe Love of his 
Father toward Him. His Soul was liable to Sor- 
rows, as his Body to Death. For, the Deity is the 
Principle of Life as well as of Joy; and as the 
Body of Chriſt was threedays in the ſtate of Death, 
and the Hypoſtarical Union remained entire; fo 
his Soul was left for a time under the fearful im- 
prefſions of Wrath,yet was not ſeparated from the 
Godhead. And altho he endured whatever was 
necellary for the Expiation of Sin; yet all vicious 
Evils, as Blaſphemy, Hatred of God, and any o- 
ther which are not inflicted by the Judg, but in 
ſtriftneſs are accidental to the Puniſhment, and 
- proceed from the weakneſs or wickedneſs of the 
Patient, he was not in the leaſt guilty of. Beſides, 
when his Father appear*d an Enemy againſt him, 
at that time he was infinitely pleaſed in his Obedi- 
ence. But with theſe exceptions our Bleſſed Lord 
{ſuffered whatever was due to us. 

The Sorrows of his forſaken State were inex- 
preſlibly great ; for according to the degree and 
{enſe we have of Happincls, fuch in proportion is 
our 
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our grief for the loſs of it. Now Chriſt had the 
fulleſt Enjoyment, and the higeſt valuation of 
God's Fayour. His Enjoyment was rais'd above 
what the moſt glorious Spirits are capable of : All 
his: Faculties were pure and vigorous, never 
blunted with, Sin, - and intimately united to the 
Deity. How cutting then was It to his Soul, to be 
ſuſpended from the perfect Viſion of God ? To be 
divorc?d as it were from himſelf, and to loſe 
that Paradiſe he always had within him? IF 
all the Angels of Light were at once depriv'd- of 
their Glory, the loſs were not equal to this dreadful 
Eclipſe of the Sun of Righteouſneſs : As if all the 
Stars were extinguilh*d, the darkneſs would not be 
ſo terrible, as if the Sun the Fountain of Light 
were put out. Whatever his Sufferings were in 
kind, yet in degree they were anſwerable to the 
fulland juſt deſert of Sin, and ſurpaſt the power 
of the Human or Anzelical Nature to endure. In 
ſhort, his ſorrows were only equalled by that Love 
which procured them. ; 
And as the Syfferings inflicted by the hand of 
God, ſo the Evils he-endured from Men, declare the. 
infiniteneſs of our Redeemer?s Love to us. For the 
further diſcovery of it, 'tis neceſſary to refle&t upor 
his Death, which is ſet down by the Apoſtle as the 
loweſt degree of his Humiliation, in which the 
fucceſſion of all his Bodily Sufferings is included, 
it being the Complement of all. And if we con-» 
ſider the quahty of it, the Goodneſs of- our* 
Redeemer will be more viſible in his voluntary 
ſubmiſſion to it. . Two Circumſtances make the 
kind of Death which is to be ſuffered, very terrible 
ts us, Ignominy and Torment ; and they eminent- 
ly concur in the Death of the Croſs. 
1, The greateſt Ignominy attended it, and that 
IR 
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in the account of God and Men. As Honour is 
honorante, and depends upon the eſteem of others ; 
ſo Infamy conſiſts in the Judgment of others. Now 
in the account of the World every Death inflicted 
for a Crime is attended with Diſgrace : But that 
receives its degrees from the manner of it. To be 
executed privately is -a fayour, but to be made. a 
Spectacle to the Multitude, encreaſes the Diſhonour 
of one that ſuffers. When Death is ſpeedily jn- 
flicted, the ſenſe of Shame is preſently paſt ; but#6.. 
be expoſed to publick view for many hours, as # 
MalefaQor, whilſt the Beholders deteſt the Crime, 
and abhor the Puniſhment, is an heavy Aggravation 
of it. Beheading, which is ſuddenly diſpatcht by 
a Sword, a Military Inſtrument, and therefore 
more honourable, was a Priviledg : But to hang 
on the Croſs, was the moſt conſpicuous mark of the 
publick Juſtice and Diſpleaſure : a ſpecial Infamy 
was concommitant with it. Among the Fews, 
hanging on a-Tree was branded with the Curſe : 
Therefore God commanded that the Bodbes of thoſe 
that were hanged on a Tree, ſhould be taken down in 
the Evening, that the Land might not be acfiled with a 
Curſe ;, Deut. 21.23. And the Judgment of other 
Nations was anſwerable : (z) for it was only in- 
flited on the moſt infamous Offenders, as Fugitives, 
Slaves, Thieves, and Traitors, ſuch whom the 
lowneſs of their Quality, or the height of their 
Crimes redred unworthy of any reſpeft. Hence 


*tis, that Cicero (4) to aggravate the Cruelty of 
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(x) Pont Crucem Serve, Juven. Sat, 6. (a) Liberi Homines 
aut Cives Romazi hoc ſupplicio affici non poterant, nif1 ſervi poe« 
nz fiexet. Facinus eſt vincire Romanum Civem, Scelus eſt ver- 
berare, prope Parricidum necare, quid dicam in Crucem tollere ? 
Verbo quidem ſatis digno tam nefaria res appellari nullo mado 


poteſt, 
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Verres in crucifying a Rowan Citizen, calls it a 
nameleſs Wickedneſs, No Elequence could expreſs 
the indignity- 

- 2. The pain of that Death was extreme. The 
Hands and Feet,thoſe parts wherein the complexion 
of the Nerves meet, and are of an exquiſite Senſe, 
were nailed, - Crucified Perſons ſuffered a ſlow 
Death, but quick Torments : They felt themſelyes 
die. Therefore in pity the Souldiers broke their 
Legs, to put a period to their Miſery. And to com- 
pleat their Puniſhment, they were judg'd unworthy 
to enjoy the priviledg of the Grave, repoſe in the 
Boſom of the Earth our common Mother, the laſt 
Conſolation of the Dead, but were expoſed as a 
Prey to Birds and Beaſts. 

Now the Son of God endured no gentler nor no- 
bler Death than that of the Croſs. His pure 'and 
gracious Hands,which were never {tretcht out but to 
do good, were pierced ; and thoſe Feet which bore 
the Redeemer of the World, and for which the 
Waters had a reverence, were naiPd. His Body, 
the precious Workmanſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Temple of the Deity, was deſtroyed. He that is 
the Glory of Heaven, was made the ſcorn of the 
Earth : The King of Kings was crucified between 
Two Thieves in Jer»/alem, at their Sacred Feaſt, in 
the Face of the World. His naked Body was ex- 
poſed on the Croſs for three hours, only covered 
with a Veil of Darkneſs. This was ſuch a fupenr- 
diows ſubmiſſion of the Son of God, that his Death 
aſtoni(ſht the Univerſe in another manner, than his 
Birth and Life, his Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion. 
' Univerſal Nature relented at his laſt Syfferivgs. The 
Sun was ſtruck with horror, and withdrew its 
Light ; it did-gotappear crown'd with Beams,when 
the Creator was with Thorns, The Earth — 
an 
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and the Rocks rent ; the moſt inſenſible Creatures 
ſympathis d with him ; and "ris in this we have the 
molt viſible inſtance of Divine Love to us. 

The Scripture diſtinaly repreſents the Love of 
God in giving his Son, and the Love of Chriſt in 
giving himſelf to die for Man, and both require our 
deepeſt conſideration, 

The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that 
our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of it with admiration : 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave hs only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believes on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, John 3.16. If Abrahan's 
reſolution to offer his Son, was 1n the Jugment of 
God a convincing Evidence of his AﬀeCtion, Gen. 
22. 12, how much more 1s the aCtual ſacrificing of 
Chriſt the ſtrongeſt proof of God's Love to us ? 
For God had a higher Title to Iſaac than Abrabam 

-had : The Father of Spirits hath a nearer claim, 
than the Fathers of Fleſh. Abrabam's readineſs 
to offer up .his Son was Obedience to a Comtnand, 
.not his own choice ; *twas rather an a(t of Juſtice 

than Love, by which he render'd to God what was 

his own. - But God . ſpared not his own Son in' whony 

he had an Eternal Right : And he was not only free 

from Obligation, but not ſued to for our Salvation 

in that wonderful way. For what Humane or An- 
gelical Underſtanding could bave conceived ſach a 
Thought, that the Son of God ſhould die for our Re- 
demption ? the molt charitable Spirits in. Heaven 
had not a glimmering inclination towards this ad- 
mirable way of faving us. It had been an impious 
Blaſphemy to have deſired it ; ſo that Chrift 1s the 
moſt abſolute Gift of God to us. Belides, the Love 
of Abraham 15 to be meaſured by the Reaſons that 
might excite it ; For according to the amiableneſs 


of the Object, ſo much greater 1s the Loye that 
gives 
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gives it, Many endearing Circumſtances made 1/aac 
the Joy of his Father : He was an only Son, mira- 
culouſly obtained, after many Prayers and long ex- 
pectation of his Parents, when natural Vigor wag 
ſpent, and all hopes dead of having a ſurviving 
Heir ; he was in the Spring of his Youth, and the 
Root of all the Promiſes, that in him a Progeny as 
numerous as the Stars, and that the Meſſiah infi- 
nitely more worthy than all the reſt ſhould come z 
yet at the beſt he was an imperfect mortal Crea- 
ture, ſo that but a moderate affection was regular- 
Iy due to him. Whereas our Redeemer was not a 
meer Man, or an Angel, but God's only begotten 
Son, which Title ſignifies his Unity with him in his 
State and Perfections ; and according to the Excel- 
Tency of his Nature, ſuch is his Father's Love to 
him. St. Fohn repreſents to us that God Love z 
Not charitable, and loving, that is too weak an 
Expreſſion, but Love it ſelf. The Divine Nature 
is infinite eſſential Love, in which other PerfeCtions 
are included. And he produces the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt convincing Teſtimony of it, Fohn 4. 9. In this 
was manifeſted the Love of God to us, becauſe that God 
ſent bu only begotten Son into the World, that we might 
live throngh him. The Love of God in all temporal 
Bleſſings, is but faint in the compariſon with the 
Love that is expreſt in our Redeemer. As much as 
the Creator exceeds the Creature, the Gife of 
Chriſt is above the Gift of the whole World. 
Herein is Le, ſaith the Apoſtle, that is the clear= 
eſt and higheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God ſent 
his Sonto be a Propitiation for our Sins. The Wiſdom 
and Power of God did not a& to the utmoſt of 
their efficacy in the Creation, he could frame a more 
glorious World ; but the Love of God in our 


ſtrange Salyation by Chriſt, carinot, in a higher de- 
N gree 
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gree be expreſt. As the Apoſtle, to ſet forth how 
{ſacred and inviolable God's Promiſe is, faith, Heb. 
6. 17- that becauſe he could ſware by no Greater, he - 
ſware by Himſelf ;, ſo when he would give the moſt 
excellent teſtimony of his Favour to Mankind, he 
gave his Eternal Son, the Heir of his Love and Bleſ- 
{edneſs, The giving of Heaven it ſelf, with all 
its Joys and Glory, 1s not ſo perfect and full a de- 
monſtration of the Love of God, as the giving of 
his Son to die for us. 

'Tis an endearing Circumſtance of this Love,that 
it warm'd the Heart of God from Eternity, and was 
never interrupted in-that vaſt duration. Great Be- 
nefits that come from a ſuddain fluſh of Aﬀection, 
are not ſo highly eſtimable, as when diſpeps'd with 
Judgment and Counſel : becauſe they do not argue 
in the Giver ſuch a true valuation, and fixed Love 
of the Perſon that receives them. The Spring- 
tide may be followed by as low an Ebb ; the Bene- 
factor may repent of his Fayours as ſpent in vain : 
But our Salyation by Chrilt is the Product of God's 
Eternal Thoughts, the Fruit of Love that ever re- 
mains. He was wetivered by the determinate Counſel, 
and foreknowleds of God, to ſuffer for ns, AQ. 2. 23. 
Before the World began; we were before the Eyes, 
nay in the Heart of God. Ard yet the continuance 
of this Love through infinite Ages paſt, is leſs than 
the degree of 1t. + | 
- According to the rule of common eftecm, a grea- 
ter Love was exprelt to wretched Man, than to 
Chrilt himfelf : for we expend things leſs valuable 
Yor thoſe that are more precious ; 1o that God in 
giving him to die for us, declar*d that onr Salva- 
Tion was moredcar to him than the Life of his only 
Son. 'When no meaner Ranſom than - the Blood 
Royal of Heaven could purchaſe or Or, 
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God delighted in th? experice of that Sacred ] rea- 
ſure for us. 1s pleaſed the : Lord to bruiſe him, 11a. 
53. Though the Death of Chriſt abſojurely, con- 
fider?d was the higheſt proyocation of God?s Dil- 
pleaſure, and brought the greateſt guilt upon the 
Jews, for which Wrath came upon them to tbe Hter- 
moſt ;, yet in reſpect of the end, namely the Salva- 
tion of Men, 'twas the moſt grateful Offering to 
him, 4 Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, Ephel. 
5-2, God repented that he made Man, but never 
that he redeen'd him. 

And as the Love of the Father, fo the Love of 
Chriſt appears in a ſuperlative manner in dying 
for us. Greater Love bath no Man than this, that a 
Alan lay down bu Life fax his Friend John 15.8. There 
is no kind of Love that exceeds the afteftion which 
1s exprelt in dying for anather.: but there are di- 
vers degrees of it : and the higheſt is to die for 
our Enemies. The Apoſtle faith, Rom. 5. 7. per- 
hap: for a gaod man ſame would dare to dje. 1's 
pollible, Gratitude may prevail upon one who 1s un- 
der ſtrong Obligations, to die for his Bznefactor. 
-Or ſome may from a generous Principle be willing 
with the loſs of their Lives to preſerve one, who 
15 2 general and publick good. But this 1s a rare, 
and almoſt incredible thing. "Tis recorded as a 
miraculous Inſtance of the power of Love, that the 
two Sicilian Philolophers Damon, and Pithias, each 
had courage to die for his Friend. For one pf. 
them being condemn d to die by the Tyrant, and. 
deliring to give the lalt farewel to bis Family, his 
Friend entred into Priſon as his Surety to die for 
him, if he did not return at the appointed time. 
Arid he came to the amazement of all, thac expected 
the I{ſue of ſuch a hazardous Caution. Yet 1n this 
Example there ſeems to be in the Second fach a con- 
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fidence of the fidelity of the firſt, that he was aſ- 
ſured he ſhould not die in being a pledge for him : 
and in the Firſt *twas not meer friendſhip, or ſenſe 
of the Obligation, but the regard of his own Ho- 
nour that made him reſcue his Friend from Death. 
And if Love were the ſole Motive, yet the higheſt 
expreſlion of it was.to part with a ſhort Life, which 
in alittle time muſt have been reſigned by the order 
of Nature. But the Love of our Saviour was ſo 
pure and great, there can be no reſemblance, much 
leſs any parallel of it. For he was perfet&tly Holy, 
and fo the priviledge of immortality was due to him, 
and his Lite was infinitely more precious than the 
Lives of Angels and Men, yet he laid it down, and 
ſubmitted to a curfed Death, and to that which was 
infinitely more bitter, the Wrath of God. And all 
this for ſinful Men, who'were under the juſt and 
heavy diſpleaſure of the Almighty. He loved wa, 
and gave himſelf for ws, Gal. 2. 20. If he had only 
interpoſed as an Advocate to ſpeak for us, or only 
had acted for our recovery, his Love had been ad- 
mirable ; but he ſuffered for us. He 1s not only 
our Mediator, but Redeemer; not only, Re- 
deemer., but Ranſom (6. ) 

*T was excellent goodneſs in David, when he ſaw 
the deſtruction of his People, to offer Himfelf and 
Family as a Sacrifice to avert the Wrath of God 
from them. But his Pride was the cauſe of the 
Judgment, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly in- 
nocent ; 2 Sam. 24.17. David interceded for his 
SubjeCts, Chriſt for his Enemies. He receiv'd the 
Arrows of the Almighty into his Breaſt to ſhelter 
us. He bore our griefs, and carried our ſorrows ;, 

be 
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| (6) Qui me tantum & ſemel dicendo fecit, in reficiendo & dine 
ic multa, & geflic mira, & pertulic indigna, Bern, 
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be was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 


for our iniquities ;, the chaſt:ſement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, Iſa. 53.45. 
Among the Romans the Deſporick, Power was ſo 
terrible, that if a ſlave had attempted upon the Life 
of his Maſter, all the reſt had been crucified with 
the guilty Perſon. But our gracious Maſter died 
for his Slaves who had conſpir*d againſt him. He 
ſhed his Blood for thoſe who ſpilt it. 

' And thereadineſs of our Lord to ſave us,though 
by the ſharpeſt Sufferings, magnifies his Love. 
When the richeſt Sacrifices under the Law were in- 
ſufficient to take away Sin, and no lower price than 
the Blood of God could obtain our Pardon, upon his 
entring into the World to execute that wonderful 
Commiſſion which coſt him his Life, with what ar- 
dour of affection did he undertake it! Lo 7 come to 
do thy will, O God, Heb..10. 5,6, 7. When Peter 
from carnal Aﬀection looking with a more tender 
eye on his Maſter*s Life than our Redemption, de- 
precated his Sufferings, 7after ſpare thy ſelf ;, he 
who was incarnate Goodneſs, and never quench*d 
the ſmoaking Flax, expreſſes the ſame indignation 
againſt him, Gert thee behind me, Satan, as he did 
formerly againſt the Devil tempting to worſhip him. 
He eſteemed him the worſt Adverſary that would 
divert him from his Sufferings:: He long?d for the 


- Baptiſm of bis Blood. And when Death was in his 


view, with all the Circumſtances of Terror, and 
the ſupreme Judg ſtood before him ready to inflict 
the juſt Puniſhment of Sin; tho the apprehenſion 
of it was ſo dreadful that he could ſcarce live un- 
der It, yet he reſolved to accompliſh his Work. 
Our Salvation was amiable to him in his Agony. - 
This 1s ſpecially obſerved by the Evangeliſt, John. 
x3. 1. that Jeſus baving loved his own, be loved them 

N 3 to 


132 The Harmony ef the Divine Attributes 


zo the end. When the Souldiers came to ſcize upon 
him, though by one wotd he could have comman- 
ded Legions of Angels for his reſcue, yet he yielded 
up himſelf to their Cruelty. "Twas not py defect 


of Power, but the ſtrength of his Love that made 
him to ſuffer. He was willing to be Crucificed, that 
we might be glorified : our Redemption was {wee- 
ter to him, than Death was bitter, by which it 
wasto be obtained. . 'T was excellently ſaid by Phe- 
recides (c), that God transformed himſelt into 
Love when he made the World : but with greater 
reaſon "tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, God 1s Love, when 
he redeemed it. Twas Love that by a miraculous 
condeſcenſion took our Nature, accompliſhing the 
deſire of the Myſtical Spouſe, Let him kiſs me with 
the kiſſes of his Aouth ; *T was Love that Itcop?t 
to the form of a Scrvant, and led a poor deſpiſed 
Life here below ; Twas Love that endurd a Death, 
neither eaſy nor honorrable, but moſt mworthy of 
the Glory of the Divine, and the Innocency of 
the Humane Nature. Love choſe to die on the 
Croſs, that we might live in Heaven, rather than 
to enjoy that Bleikedneſs, and leave Mankind in 
miſery. 
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CHAP. RX. 


Divine Mercy # magnified in the excellency of the ſtate 
to which Man # advanced. He 1 inricht with higher 
Prerogatives, under a betrer Covenant, entitled to a 
more glorious Reward than Adam at firit enjoyed. 

} The humane Nature t perſonally wnited to the Son of 
, God. Believers are ſpiritually anired to Chriſt. The 
Goſpel # 4 better Coycnant than that of the Law. 
It admits of Repentance and Reconciliation after 


4 Sin. Jt accepts of Sincerity inſtead of PerfeCtion. 
| : It affords ſapernatural Afiſtance to Believers, where- 
( by they ſhall be victorious over all oppoſition in their 


way to Heaven. The difference between the Grace 
| of the Creator and that of the Redeemer. The ſta- 
bility of the New-Covenant 1 built on the Love of 
| God which is unchangeable, and the Operations of his 
| Spirit that are effeftal. The mutability and weakneſs 
of the Humane Will, and the ſtrength of Temptations 
| ſhall not fruſtrate the merciful Deſign of God in regard 
| of his Ele&t. The glorious Reward of the Goſpel 
| exceeds the Primitive Felicity of Adam, in the place 


of it, the highe#t Heaven. Adam's Life was atten-= 
aed with innocent Infirmities, from which the glorified 
Life is entirely exempt. The Felicity of Heaven ex- 
ceeds the arſt, in the manner, degrees, and continu= 
ance of the Fruition, 


HE Third Conſideration which makes the 

Love of God fo admirable to lapſed Man, is,the 
excellency of that State to which he is advanc'd by 
the Redeemer. To be only exempted from Death 
Is a great Favour : The Grace of a Prince is eminent 
In releaſing a condemned Perſon from the Puniſh- 
ment of 'the Laiy. This is ſufficient for ghe Mercy 
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of Man, but not for the Love of God : He pardons 
and prefers the guilty ; he reſcues us from Hell, and 
raiſes us to Glory ; he beſtows Eternity vpon thoſe 
who were unworthy of Life. The excellency of 
our Condition under the Goſpel will be ſet off, by 
comparing it with that of snnocent Man in Paradsſe. 
*Tis true, he was then in a ſtate of Holineſs and Ho- 
nour, and in perfect Poſleſſion of that Bleſledneſs 
which was ſuitable to his Nature ; yet 1n many re- 
ſpeCtts our laſt ſtare tranſcends our firſt, and redte- 
ming Love exceeds creating. 

It Man had been only reſtor?d to his forfeited 
Rights, to the enjoyment of the ſame Happineſs 
which was loſt, his firſt ſtate were moſt deſirable ; 
And it had been greater Goodneſs to have preſerv*d 
him innocent, than to recover him from ruine. As 
he that preſerves his Friend from falling into the 
hands of the Enemy, by interpoſing between him 
and danger, in the midſt of the Combat, delivers 
him in a more noble manner, than by paying a Ran- 
ſom for him afcer many days ſpent in woful Capti- 
vity. And that Phyſician is more excellent in his 
Art, who prevents Diſeaſes, and keeps the Body in 
health and vigour, than another that expels them 
by ſharp Remedies. But the Grace of the Goſpel 
hath ſo much mended our Condition, that if it were 
offer*d to our choice; either to enjoy the innocent 
State of Adam, or the renewed by Chri#, it were 
folly like that of our fr5# Parents, to prefer the for- 
mer before the latter, The Jubilee of the Law re- 
ſtor?d to the ſame Inheritance ; but the Jubilee of 
the Goſpel gives us the Inveſtiture of that which is 
tranſcendently better than what we at firſt polleſt. 
Since the Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited us in 
tender Mercy, we are inrich'd with higher Preroga- 


tives, and are under a better Covenant, and enti- 
tled 
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tled to a more glorious Reward, than was due t© 
Man by the Law of his Creation. | 

Firft, The Humane Nature is raiſed to an higher 
degree of Honour, than if Man had continued in his 
innocent State. 

1. Byits intimate Union with the Son of God. 
He aſſum'd it as the fit Inſtrument of our Redemp- 
tion, and preferr'd it before the Angelical, which 
ſurpaſt Man's in his Primstive State. The Fulneſs of 
the God-head dwells in our Redeemer bodily, Col. 2. 9. 
From hence it is, that the Angels deſcended to pay 
Him bomage at his Birth, and attended his Majeſty 
in his diſguiſe. The Son of Man hath thoſe Titles 
which are above the Dignity of any meer Creature ; 
He is King of the Church, and Judg of the World ; 
he exerciſes Divine Power, and receives Divine 
Praiſe. Briefly, The humane Nature in our Redee- 
mer is an aſlociate with the Divine; and being made 
a little lower than the Angels for a time, 1s now ad- 
vaticed far above all Principalities and Powers, Epheſ. 
1.21. 

2. In all thoſe who are Partakers of Grace and 
Glory by the Lord Jeſus. Adam was the Son of God 
by Creation, but to be joyned to Chriſt as our Head 
by a Union ſo intimate, that he lives in #4, and counts 
himſelf incompleat without us, and by that Union 
to be adopted into the Line of Heaven, and there- 
by to have an Intereſt in the exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes of the Goſpel ; to be conſtituted Heirs 
of God, and Co-heirs with Chrift, are ſuch Diſcove- 
ries of the Dignity of our ſupernatural State, that 
the loweſt Believer is advanced above Adam in all his 
Honour. Nay, the Angels, though ſuperiour to 
Man in: the excellency of their Nature, yet are ac- 
cidentally lower by the Honour' of our alliance : 
Their King is our Brother. And this relative Dig- 
nity 
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nity which ſeems to eclipſe their Glory, might ex- 
cite their Envy : but ſuch an ingenuous Goodneſs 
dwells in thoſe pure and bleſſed Spirits, that they 
rejoycec in our reſtoration and advancement. 

To this I ſhall add, that as the Son of God hath a 
ſpecial rclation to Man, ſo the moſt tender Aﬀecti- 
ons for him. Toilluſtrate this by a ſenſible Inſtance : 
Angels and Men are as two different Nations in 
| anguage and Cuſtoms, but under the ſame Empire : 
and it a Prince that commands two Nations ſhould 
employ one for the ſafery and proſperity of the 0- 
ther, it were an Argument of ſpecial favour. Now 
the Angels are ſent forth to miniſter for them who are 
Heirs of Salvation, Heb.-1. 14. Belides, in two-0- 
ther things the peculiar Aﬀe&tion of the Prince 
would be-moſt evident to that Nation. 

7. If he put on their habit, and attire himſelf ac- 

cording to their Faſhion. 
2. If he fixt bis reſidence among them. Now the 
Son of God was cloathed with our Fleſh, and found 
in faſhion « a Man, and for ever appears in it in 
Heaven ; and will at the laſt day inveſt our Bodies 
with Glory like to his own. He now dwells in us by 
his Spirit, aud when our Warfare is accompliſh'd, 
he ſhall in a ſpecial manner be preſent with us in 
the eternal Manlions. As Gad incarnate he converlſt 
with Men on Earth, and as ſuch he will converſe 
with them in Heaven. There he reigns as the firſt- 
born in the midit of many Brethren. Now all theſe 
Prerogatives are the Fruits of our Redemption. 


And how great is that Mercy which hath raiſed 
Mankind more glorious out of its ruines! The Apo- 
{tle breaks out with a Heavenly Aſtoniſhment,1 70. 3. 
1. Behold, what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed 
1792 145, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God / that 
; we 
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we who are Strangers and Encmies, Children of 
Wrath by nature, ſhould be dignificd with the honou- 
rable and amiable Title of his Sons ! *T was a rare 
and moſt merciful Condeſcenſion in Pharaoh's 
Davghter, to reſcue an innocent and forſaken In- 
fant from periſhing by the Waters, and adopt him 
to be her Son : but how much greater Kindneſs was 
it for God to ſave guilty .and wretched Man from 
cternal Flames, and to take him into his Family ? 
The Ambition of the Prodigal roſe no higher than 
to be a Servant ; what an ineſtimable Favour is it 
to make us Children ! .Whcn God would expreſs 
th moſt dear and peculiar Aﬀection to. Solomon, he 


' ſaith, 2 Sam. 7. 14. T1 will be bus Father, and he ſhall 


be my Son : this was the higheſt Honour he could pro- 
miſe ; and all Believers arc dipnified with it. 'Tis 
the ſame relation that Chriſt hath : when he was go- 
ing to Heaven, he comforted his Diſciples with theſe 
Words,. 1 aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God. : There is indeed a diverſity in 
the Foundation of it : Chriſt is a Son by Nature, 
we are by meer Favour ; he is by Generation, we 
are by Adoption. Briefly, Jeſu: Christ hath made us 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, aud hu Father : Theſeare 
the higheſt Offices upon Earth, and were attended 
with the moſt conſpicuous Honour ; and the Holy 
Spirit choſe thoſe bright Images, to convey a clea- 
rer notice of the Glory to which our Redeemer hath 
raiſed us. Not only all the Crowns and Scepters in 
this periſhing World are infinitely beneath this Dig- 
nity, but the Honour of our innocent State was not 
equal to 1t. 

Secondly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than 
that which was eſtabliſh®d with Man in his Creati- 
on : and the Exceilency of it will appear, by con- 
lidering. 
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1. *'Tis more beneficial, in that it admits of Re- 
pentance and Reconciliation after Sin, and accepts 
of Sincerity inſtead of Perfection. The Apoltle 
magnifies the Office of Chriſt, Heb. 8. 6. By how 
much he is a Mediator of a better Covenant, which was 
eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes. The compariſon 
there, is, between the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and 
the Moſaical Orconomy. And the excellency of the 
Goſpel is ſpecified, in reſpect of thoſe infinitely bet- 
ter Promiſes that are in it. The Ceremonlal Law 
appointed Sacrifices for Sins of Ignorance and Error, 
and to obtain only legal Impunity ; but the Goſpel 
upon the account of Chriſt*s all-ſuffic:ent Sacrifice, 
offers full Pardon for all Sins that are repented of 
and forſaken. Now with greater reaſon the Cove- 
nant of Grace 1s to be preferr*d before the Cove- 
nant of Works. For the Law conſidered Man as 
holy, and endned with perfeCtion of Grace equal to 
whatſoever was commanded : "Twas the meaſure of 
his Ability as well as Duty, and requir'd exact Obe- 
dience, or threatned extreme Miſery. The leaſt 
Breach of its fatal: A ſingle Offence as we pr 
expoſes to the Curſe, as if the whole were violated. 
And 1a our /apſed State we are utterly diſabled to 
comply with its Purity and Perfection. But the Go- 
{pel contains the Promiſes of Mercy, and 1s in the 
Hands of a Meaiator. - The Tenour of it is, That 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins be preached in the 
Name of Chriſt, A&t.2.38. And if we judg our ſelves, 
we ſhall not be judged, 1 Cor. 11. 31. "Tis not if 
we are innocent, for then none could be exempt 
from Condemnation : But if the convinced Sinner 
erect a Tribmnal in Conſcience, and ſtrips Sin of its 
Dj{:niſe, to view its 2artzve Deformity z if he pro- 
nonvces the Sentence of tke Law againſt himſelf, 
aid glorific the Juſtice of God which he cannot fa- 
tsfic 
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tisfie, and forſake the Sins which are the caufes of 
his Sorrow, he is qualified for pardoning Mercy. 

Beſides, The Goſpel doth not only apply Pardon 
to us for all forſaken Sins, but provides a Remedy 
for thoſe Infirmitics to which the belt are incident. 
Whilſt we are in this mortal State, we are expoſed 
to Temptations from without, and have Corrupti- 
ons within that often betray us : Now to ſupport 
our drooping Spirits, our Redeemer ſits in Heaven 
ro plead for us, and perpetually renews the Pardon 
that was once purchaſed, to every contrite Spirit, 
for thoſe unavoidable Frailties which cleave to us 
here. The Promiſe of Grace is not made void by 
the ſudden Surpriſes of Paſſions. J1f any Man ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriit the 
Righteons, 1 John 2.1. The rigour of the Law is 
mollified by his Mediation with the Father : A Title 
of Love and Tenderneſs. God deals not with the 
Severity of a Judg, but He ſpares us at a Man ſpares 
his own Son that ſerves him, Malac. 3. 

And as he pardons us upon our Repentance, ſo 
he accepts our hearty, though mean Services. Now 
the Legal, that is, unſinning and compleat Obedi- 
ence cannot be performed ; the Evangelical, that is, 
the ſincere, though imperfe@, isgraciouſly received. 
God doth not require the Duties of a Man by the 
meaſures of an Angel. Unfeigned Endeayours to 
pleaſe Him, unreſerved Reſpects to all his Com- 
mands, ſingle and holy Aims at his Glory are rewar- 
ded. Briefly, Although the Law is continued as a 
Rule of living, yet not as the Covenant of Life. 
And what an admirable Exaltation of Mercy is there 
in this new Treaty of God with Sinners ? Tis true, 
the firſt Covenant was holy, juſt, and good, but it 
made no abatements of Fayour, and *ris now week, 
through the Fleſh, Rom.$.3. that is, the carnal cor- 
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rupt Nature is ſo ſtrong and impetuous, that the re- 
\ ſtraints of the Law are ineffectual to ſtop its De. 
fires, and therefore cannot bring Man to that Life 
that is promiled, by the performance of the Condi- 
tion required, Bur the Goſpel provides an Indul- 
gence for relenting and returning Sinners. This is 
the Language of God in that Covenant, 7 wil be 
merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs and their Sins, and 
their Iniquities will I remember no more, Heb. 8. 12. 

2. The excellency of the Evangelical Covenant a- 
bove the Legal, is, in that ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
which 1s conveyed by it to Believers, whereby they 
ſhall be certainly victorious over all oppolition in 
their Way to Heaven. *'Tis true, Adam was endu- 
ed with perteCct Holineſs and Freedom, but he mighr 
intangle himſelf in the Snares of Sin and Death. 
The Grace of the Creator given to him was always 
- preſent, but it depended on the natural uſe of his 
Faculties, without the interpoling any extraordina- 
ry Operation - of God's Spirit. The Principle of 
Holineſs was in himſelf, and 'twas ſubjelted to his 
Will : He had a Power to obey it he would, but not 
that attzally determined his 'Will, for then he had 
perſevered. But the Grace of the Redeemer that 
tlows from Chriſt as our quickening Head, and is 
conveyed to all his Members, enclines the Will ſo 
powerfully that ?cis made ſubje& to it. God works 
:7 15 to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2.13. 
The uſe of our Faculties, and the exerciſe of Grace, 
depends on the pood Pleaſure of God, who 1s un- 
changeable, and the Operations of the Spirit which 
are prevailing and effe:tual. And upon theſe rwo 
the ſtabiliry of the New Covenant is founded. 

1. On the Love of God, who is as unchangeable 
in his \\jll, as in his Nature. This Love is the cauſe 


of Election, from whence there can be no Separati- 
; ON. 
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6n.. This gives Chriſt to Believers, and Believes to 
Him ; Thine they were, ſaith our Saviour, and thor 
gaveſt them me, Joh. 17.6. which words fignifie nor 
the common Title God hath to all by Creation : for 
Men thus univerſally conſider*d,compoſe theWorld 
and our Saviour diſtinguiſhes thoſe that are giver 
oe the World, Jo.16. 17. but that ſpecial right 
God hath in them by election. And all thoſe are 
given by the Father to Chrilt in their effeftual Cal- 
ling, (wich is expreſt by his drawing them to the Son. ) 
and are committed to his care, to lead them throvgh 
a courſe of Obedience to Glory. For them Chriſt 
abſolutely prays as Mediator, Father, / will that thoſe 


' whom thou þaf given me, be with me where Tam, and 


ſee my Glory, John 17. And he is always heard in 
his Requelts. 

Tis from hence that the Apoſtle challenges all 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth, with that full and 
ſtrong Perſuaſion, that nothing, could ſeparate b&- 
tween Believers and their Happineſs ; Rom. 8. 38. 
For I am perſmaded, that neither Death nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things pre- 
ſent nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other Create ſhall be abie to ſeparate 1s from the Love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. His Aſſurance is not 
builr on the ſpecial Prerogatives he had as an Apo- 
ſtle, not on his rapture to Paradiſe, nor Reyclations, 
nor the Apparition of Angels, for of theſe he makes 
no mention ; but on that which is common to all 
Believers, the Love of God declar'd in the Word, 
and fhed abroad in their Hearts. And tis obferva- 
ble that the Apoſtle having ſpoken in his own Perſon, 
changes the number, 1 am perſuaded that nothing ſhall 
ſeparate w, to aſſociate with himſelf in the parta- 
King of that bleſſed Priviledg, all xrue Believers, 
who have an Intexelt in the ſame Love of God, the 
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ſame Promiſes of Salvation, and had felt the ſan- 
ifying Work of the Spirit, the certain Proof of 
their Elefion, For how Is It poſlible that God 
ſhouid retract his merciful Purpoſe to ſave his Peo- 
ple ? He that choſe them from Eternity before they 
could know him, and from pure Love (there being 
nothing in the Creature to induce him ) gave his 
Son to ſuffer Death for them, will he ſtop there, 
without beſtowing that Grace which may render it 
efte(tual ? What can change his AﬀeCtions ? He that 
prevented them in his Mercy, when they were in 
their Pollutions, will he leave them after his Image 
is engraven upon them? He that loved them fo as 
to unite them to Chriſt when they were Strangers, f 
will he hate them when they are his Members ? No : F 
His loving Kindneſs is everlaſting,and the Covenant 
that is built on it, is raore firm than the Pillars of 
Heaven, and the Foundations of the Earth. This 
ſupported David in his dying hours, 2 Sam. 23. 5. 
that God had made with him an everlaſting Covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure, for that was all his Sal 
vation. 
2. The New Covenant is ſecur'd by the efficacy 
of Divine and Supernatural Grace. Thu #« the Co- 
wvenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, ſaith 
the Lord, I will put my Laws into their minds, and 
write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, 
and they ſhall be to me a People, Heb. 8. 10. The Elect 
are enabled to perform the Conditions of the Go- 
ſpel, to which Eternal Life is promiſed. Our Re- 
deemer bleſſes us in turning us from our Iniquities, At. 
3.26. And although the inſtability of the humane 
Spirit, by reaſon of remanent Corruptions, and 
thoſe various Temptations to which we are liable, 
may excice our fear leſt we ſhould fall ſhort of the 
high prize of bur Calling, yet thc Grace of the - 
Þe 
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ſpel ſecures true Believers againſt both. t 
1. Whrilſt we are in the preſent ſtate, our Cor- 
ruptions are not perfectly healed, but there are 
ſome remains, which like a Gargrene threaten to 
ſeize on the vital Parts, 'wherein the ſpiritnal Life 
is ſeated. But the Divine Nature which is conveyed 
to all that are ſpiritually deſcended from Chrilt, 1s 
ative and powerful to reſiſt all carnal Deſires, and 
will prevail in the end. For if Sin in its full vigor 
could not controul the Efficacy of converting 
Grace, how can the Reliques” of it, after Grace 
hath taken poſſeſſion, be ſtrong enough to ſpoil it 
of its Conqueſt ? There is a greater diſtance from 
Death to Life, than from: Lite to Action. | That 
Omnipotent Grace that viſited us in the Grave, and 
reſtored Life to the Dead; can much nigre perpe- 
tuate It in the Living. That which was ſo pow- 
erful as to pluck the Heart of ' Stone ' out of the 
Breaſt, can preſerve the Heart of Fleſh: 
*Tis true, the Grace that is given to Believers, 
in its own Nature is a Þerifhing quality, as that 
which was beſtowed on Adam. Not only the ſlight 
ſuperficial Tinfture in Hypocrites will wear off, but 
that deep impreſlion of ſanCtifying Grace in true 
Believers, if it be not renewed, would ſoon be de- 
faced. But God hath promiſed to put his Spirit in- 
to their 'Hearts, and ta cauſe them to walk, in his 
Statutes, and they ſhall keep his Commandments, Ezek. 
36. 26, He isa living reigning Principle in them, 
to which all their Faculties are fabordinate. The 
Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and enlivens it daily : 
he confirms their Faith, inflames - their Love, en- 
courages their Obedience, and refreſhes in their 
Minds the 1dea's of that Glory which. is inviſible 
and future. In ſhort, his Influence cheriſhes the 
bleſſed Beginnings of the Spiritual Life. So that 
Q lincere 
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ſincere.Grace, though weak in its degree, yet tis 
in a ſtate of progreſs till it come to perfection. 
The Waters of the Spirit _ have a cleanſing virtue 
upon Believers, till every ſpot be taken away, and 
their purified Souls aſcend.to Heaven. | 

2. The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make.true Chri- 
ſtians finally victorious over Temptations to which 
they. may. be expoſed. And; thoſe are various : 
Some are pleaſant and ings others are ſharp 
and furious, and are managed by the. Devil our 
ſubtile and induſtrious Enemy, to undermine, or by 
open battery to overthrow;us. And how difficult is- 
it for the Soul, whilſt nnited to Fleſh, to reſiſt the 
Charms of what is amiable, or to.endure the Aſ- 
ſaults of what-is terrible tp ſenſe ? But.the renewed 
Chriſtian hath no reaſon tobe affrighted with diſ- 
quicting. Fears, that. any, ſinful Temptation may 
come, which, notwithitagding his Watcbfulneſs, 
may overcame him irrecoverably. For, 

1. Temptations are: External,and have,no power: 
over our Spirits but what\we give them,A volunta-, 
ry reſiſtance ſecures the.Victory to us. And the, Apo- 
ſtle tells us,1 Jo.4..4- Greater 1s he that is in Believers, 
than he that, 15- int che Wart, .. Gqd is ſtronger, not 
only in himſclf,, but.as working in us,-þy the vigo- 
rous aſliftance. of. his 6 ace to confirm. ys, than the 
Devil aſiſted' with all es £5 orenes of 
the World ; and taking advantage of. thatremain- 
ing concupiſcence which 15 not intirely extinguiſhed, 
is, to-corrupt and deſfroy.us. 

_ 2. All Temptations in their degrees.and continu- 
ance, are ordered. by God's Providence. He is the 
Prelident . of the Combat: none enters ,1nto the 
Liſts but ;by: his.Call,;, an,afl Ages the Promite ſhall. 
be verified, God will not ſuffer hi People to.be-tempted 
above. what they are abje, 1 Cor. 10. 13. They ſhall 
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come off more” than Conquerort, through Chriſt that 
loves thers, Ron. 8. 37. And asSt. Auſtin obſetves ; 
(e) niore powerful Grace is neceſſary to fortifie 
Chriſtians, in the midſt of all oppoſition, thati 
Adam at firſt received. This is vilible iti the glo- 
rious Iffite.of the Martyrs, Who loved not their Lives 
thito the Detth ang Adai,vthen no Perſon threatned 
him, nay againft the prohibition of God, abuling 
his Liberty, 4d not abide in his Happineſs, when 
*twas moſt ealie to him to avoid Sin. But the 2Mar- 
tys remain'd firm in the Faith, not only ander 
Tertors, btit FTorments. Ard which is the more 
admirable, in-that Ada faw rhe Happineſs preſent, 
_—_ he: gy nt be *Rits RN and 
the Martyrs 'believet only. the -farmre Glory the 

were £0 CUR: 'This proceeded only fron by 
who 'was fo merciftt; as to. make them faithful. 
Btiefly, UnleſS'there were' a Phiwer above the Dz- 
ine, the Ele# tt6 ſecured froth fil Apoſtiſie. Our 
Saviour tells us, that His Filter 4s greattr than all, 
and tone is ble t4 plittk thin Git of bY Hand, His 
Invariable Wil #1d Almighty Power prevents their 
perifhing: *TnUeett if it were ly by the ſtrength of 
Natural Reaſon, or Courage, that we ate fo over- 
cottie Temptatiohs, fome might be ſo violent as to 
rake the ftrobgeſt ro faine and fall away : But if 
the Divine Power” be the Printjple that ſupports us, 
it will make the-weakeſt victotioys. For the Grace 
of God makes uFftrotiy, ant is not mate weak by 
us 


From kerice we' may fully diſcover the Advan- 
| © 2 tage 
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(e) Major quippe Jiberr6-elt neceſſaria, adverſus tor, & tans 
ras tencariones, que in Paradi Arg F-c dono perſcvcraniz mu» 
nita, ac firmata; ut cum 0n rtroribus & crforibus ſub, 
vitcatur mundus, 
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tage we have by the Goſpel, above the Terms of 
the natural Covenant. . Reſtoring , Mercy hath 
better'd. our Condition : We have loſt the In- 
tezrity of the firſt, and got the Perfection of 
the ſecond Adam : Our Salvation. is put into a 
ſtronger-and ſafer Hand. 7 give, ſaith our Re- 
deemer, Joh. 10. anto my ſheep eternal Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck, them out of my 
Hand. That is an inviolable Sanctuary , from 
whence no Believer can be taken. . Chriſt is our 
Friend, not only tq the Altar, . but - now in the 
Throne : Our Reconciliation is aſcribed to bis Death, 
our Conſervation to his Life, Rom. 5..10. He that 
was created in a ſtate of Nature could fin and 
die, but He that is born of Godcan't ſm unto Death : 
x Joh. 3. 9. The new birth is unto Eternal Life. In 
ſhort, As the Mercy of God is glorifhed in the 
whole Work of our Salvation, ſo eſpecially in 
the firſt and laſt Grace it confers upon us. In Vo- 
cation that prevents' us, and Perſeverance that 
crowns us : according, to the double change made 
in our ſtate, tranſlating us from Darkneſs. to Light, 
and from the unperfect Light of - Grace, to the full 
Light of Glory. R | | 
I have more particularly diſcoursd of this Ad- 
vantage by the New Covenant, in regard the Glory 
of. God, and the Comfort of true Chriſtians is ſo 
much. concern*d in-it., For if Grace and Free- 
Will are put in joint 'Commuſſior, {o that the effica- 
cy of it depends on the mutability of the Will, 
which may receive or reject it ; the Conſequence is 
viſible, that ( which is -impious to ſuppoſe ) the 
Son of God might have died in vain. For that 
which 1s not effectual without a cextingent conditi- 
on, mult needs be * as" uncertain-asthe condition on 
which it depends. So'that althotigh:the Ru 
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God ſo admirably form'd the Deſign of our Salya- 
tion, ard there is ſuch a connexion in his Counſels, 
' yet all may be defeated by the mutabllity of Man's 
deſires. And the moſt ſincere Chriſtians would be 
always terrified with perplexing Jealouſies ; that 


notwithſtanding their molt ſerious Reſolutions to 


continue in their Duty, yet one day they may pe- 
riſh by their Apoftacy. But the Goſpel aſlures us, 
that God will not reverſe his own Eternal Decrees : 
Iſa. 53. 11. And that the Redeemer ſhall ſee the tra- 
wel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : and that Believers are 
kepe by the Power of God through Faith unto Salua- 
tion. | 

3. There is an excellent manifeſtation of Divine 
Love, in the Glorious Reward that is promiſed to 
Believers, which far exceeds the Primitive Felicity 
of Man. Adam was under the Covenant of Na- 
ture, that promiſed a Reward ſutable to his Obe- 
dience and State. The manner of declaring that 
Covenant was natural. 

1. External, by the diſcovery of God's Attri- 
butes in his Works, from which it was eaſy for Man 
to collect his Duty and his Reward. 

2. Internal, by his natural Faculties. By the 
Light of Reaſon he underſtood that ſo long as he 
continued in his Original Innocence, the Creator 
who from pure Goodneſs gave him his Being, and 
all the Happineſs which was concomitant with. it, 
would certainly preſerve him in the perpetual en- : 
joyment of it. But there was no promiſe of Hea- 
ven annexed to that Covenant, without which 4- 
dam could attain no knowledg, nor conceive any ; 
hopes of it. If there had bzen a neceſlary con- 
nexion between his perfect Obedience, andthe Life 
of Glory, it would have been revealed to him, to 
allure his Will :- for there can be no defireaf an un- 
Q 3 known 
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known Good. And whereas in the Coyenant God 
principally and primarily regards the Pramale, and 

ut ſecondarily the Threatnipg, the exerciſe of 
Googneſs being more pleaſing to him than of re- 
venging Juſtice ; *tis. ſaid,that Gog expreſly threat- 
ned Death, but he made no promiſe of -Heayen : 
by which *tis evident 1t. did nar belong to that Co- 
venant. For it was eafter for Man to underſtand 
the quality of the Puniſhment that attended Sin, 
than to conceive of Celeſtial Happineſs, of which 
he was incapable in his animal State. | 

'Tis true,God might have beſtowed Heaven as an 
abſolute Gitt upon Man,after a courſe of Obedience ; 
but *twas not due by the condition of the firſt 
Covenant. A natural Work can give no Title to 
2 ſupernatural Reward. Man's perſeverance 1n his 
Duty, according to the Original Treaty, had been 
attended with Immortal Happineſs upon the Earth; 
but the blefſed Hope ( Tit. 2. 13. ) is only promiſed 
in the Goſpel, and unſpeakably tranſcends the Fe- 
licity of Nature in its conſummate ſtate. 

This Reward is an{werabple to, the unvaluable 
Treaſure which was laid down for it. The Blood 
of the Son of God, as 'tis a Ranſqm to redeem us 
from Miſery, ſo *tis a Price to purchaſe Glory for 
Believers, 1 Tim. 2. 6. ?Fis called the Blood of the 
New Teſtament, Mat. 26.28. becauſe 1t conveys a Tithe 
t9.the Heavenly, Inheritance. Our Impunity 1s the 
efte& of his Satisfaftion, our poſitive Happineſs 
of his redundant Merit. God was ſo, well pleated 
. with his perfe&t Obedience, which infinitely fur- 
paſſes that of any meer Creature, that he promiſed 
to.confer upon thoſe who. brlieve in him, all the 
glorieus Qualities b:zcoming, the Sons of . God, and 
rp make-them Aſlociates with. him in -his Eternal 

ingdom. 'The compleat Happineſs of the Re- 
S 6d, 4 #02 i | deemed, 
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deemed, is the Redeemer's Recompence, in which 


he is fully ſatisfied for all his Sufferings. Now-the 
tranſcendent excellency of this above the firft ſtate 


' of Man,will more diſtinctly appear, by conſidering, 


I. The Place where ?tis enjoyed, and that is the 
Heaven of Heavens, Adam was put into the Ter- 
reſtrial Paradsſe, a Place ſuitable to his natural Be- 
ing, and abounding with all y-_—_ Objects; but 
they were ſuch as Creatures of a lower kind enjoy- 
ed with him. But Heaven is the Element of Angels, 
their native Seat, who are the moſt noble Part of 
the Creation. *Ti1s the true Palace of God, intire- 
ly ſeparated from the Impurities and imperfecions, 
the Alterations and Changes of the lower World ; 
where he rcigns in Eternal Peace. "Tis the Temple 
of the Divine Majeſty, where his excellent Glory is 
revealed in the moſt conſpicuous manner. 'T' the 
Habitation of his Holineſs, the Place where his Honour 
dwells. "Tis the Sacred Manſion of Light, and Joy, 
ana Glory. Paradiſe with all its Pleaſures was bur 
a ſhadow of it. 


Il. TheLife of Adam was attended with 1inno- 
cent Infirmities. For the Body being compoſed of 
the ſame Principles with other ſenſitive Creatures, 
was In a perpetual flux, and liable to Hunger, and 
Thirſt, and Wearineſs, and was to be repaired by 
Food and Sleep. Adam was made a living Soul, 
1 Cor. 15. 45. therefore ſubject to thoſe Inclinations 
and Neceſlities which are purely Animal. And 
though whilſt innocent, no Diſeaſe could ſeize on 
him, yet he was capable of hurtful Impreſſions. 
Immortality was not the eſſential property of Man 
aS compounded of Soul and Body, but conditional 
upon his Qbedience, and conſequent to his eating the 
O 4 Fruit 
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7ruit of Tree of Life, Gen. 3. 22. Therefore Man, 
ifcer his Sin, was expelled from Paradiſe, that he 
might not eat of it and live for ever. By Which 
it appears that eternal Life in that happy ſtate was 
not from the temperament of the Body, but to be 
preſerved by the Divine Power in the uſe of means. 
From hence it follows that Adam in his natural ſtate 
was not capable of the Viſion of God. Heaven is 
£00 pure an Air for him to have lived in. The 
Glory of it 15 inconſiſtent with ſuch a temper*'d Bo- 
dy. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, 1 Cor. 15- Fo. The Faculties would be 
confounded with its overcoming Brizhtneſs. Till 
the ſenſitive Powers are refin'd, .and exalted to 
that degree that they become Spiritual, they can- 
not converſe with glorified Objefts. Now the 
Bodies of the Saints ſhall be inveſted with Celeſtial 
Qualities. The Natural ſhall be changed into a 

Spiritual Body, and be preſerved as the Angels by 

the ſole virtue of the quickning Spirit. The Life 

above ſhall flouriſh in its full vigor, without any 0- 

ther ſupport, than the Divine Power that firſt crea- 

tcd it. And as the Body ſhall be Spiritual, fo truly 

Immortal, and free from all corruptive Change ; as 

the Sun, which for ſo many Apes hath ſhined with 

an equal brightneſs to the World, and hath a du- 

rable fulneſs of Light in it. In this reſpe& the 

Chilaren of the Reſurrettion, are equal to the Angels, 

Luk. 20. 365. who being pure Spirits, do not marry 

£0 perpetuate their kind, for they never die. And 

the glorificd Body ſhall be cloathed with a more Di- 

vine Beauty in the ReſurreCtion, than Adam had in 

the Creation, The Glory of the ſecond Temple 

ſhall excel that of the Firſt, In ſhort, the firſt Man 

'was-f the Earth earth'y, 1 Cor. 15. 47. and cou!d 
derive but an earthly condition to his CREATES Br : 
T DUT 
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But the Lord C briſt is from Heaven, and is the prin- 
ciple of an Heavenly and Glorious Life to all that 
are united to him. 


III. The Felicity of Heaven exceeds the firſt, 
in the manner and degrees of the fruition, and 
the continuance of it. 

1. The Viſion of God in Heaven is immediate. 
Adam was a Spectator of God's Works, and his 
Underſtanding being full of Light, he clearly dif- 
cover*d the Divine Attributes in their Effe&s. The 
ſtroaks of the Creator's Hand are engraven in all 
the parts of the Univerſe. The Heavens, and 
Earth, and all things in them, are evident Teſti- 
monies of the Excellency of their Author. The 
inviſible things of God from the Creation of the World 
are clearly ſeen ;, Rom. 1.20. And the knowledg 
that ſhined in his Soul, produced a tranſcendent 
eſteem of the Deity, in whom Wiſdom and Power 
are united in their ſupreme degree, and a ſuperla- 
tive love and delight in him for his Goodneſs. Yet 
his ſight of God was but through a Glaſs, an eclipſing 
Medium, For inferiour Beings are ſo imperfe(t, 
that they can give but a weak reſemblance of his 
Infinite Perfections. But the ſight of God in 
Heaven, is called the ſeeing of himas he i, 1 Joh. 3. 
2. and ſignifies the moſt clear and compleat Know- 
ledg, which the rational Soul when purified and 
raiſed to its moſt perfeCt ſtate can receive, and 
ont-ſhines all the diſcoveries of God in the lower 
World. Adam had a viſible Copy of his inviſible 
Beauty, but the Saints in Heaven ſee the glorious 
Original. He faw God in the RefleQtion of the 
Creature, but the Saints are under the dirett beams 
of Glory, and ſee him face to face, 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
All the Attributes appear in their full and O_ 
luſtre 
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iuſtre to-them : Wiſdom, Love, Holineſs, Power, 
are manifeſted in their exaltation. And the glori- 
fied Soul, to qualify it for converſe with God in 
this intimate manner, hath a more. excellent Con- 
{ititution than was given to it in the Creation. A 
new Edge is put upon the Faculties, whereby they 
are fitted for thoſe Obje&ts which are peculiar to 
Heaven. The intellectual Eye 1s fortified for the 
immediate intuition of God. Adam in Paradiſe 
was abſent from the Lord, in compariſon of the 
Saints who encompaſs his Throne, and are in the 
Preſence of his Glory. 

Beſides, ?Tis the peculiar Excellency of the Hea- 
venly Life, that the Saints every moment enjoy it 
without any alay, in the higeſt degree of its Per- 
fetion, The Life of Adam was always in a circle 
of low and mean Functions of the Animal Nature, 
which being common to him and Beaſts, the acts 
of it are not ſtrictly Humane. But the Spiritual 
Life in Heaven is entirely freed from thoſe ſervile 
Neceflities, and is ſpent in the eternal performance 
of the moſt noble Attions of which the telligent 
Nature is capable. The Saints do always contem- 
plate, admire. love, enjoy, and praiſe their ever- 
laſting Benefa&tor. God # to them all in all. 

In thort, That, which prefers the Glory of Hea- 
ven 5nfizitely befcxe the firſt ſtate of Man, is the 
cantinuance of ut for ever : *Tis an unwithering 
and never-fading Glory. Adam was liable to 
Temptations, and capable of Change, he fell in 
the Garden of Eden, and was fentenc'd to die. 
But Heaven is the Sanduary of Life and Im- 
mortality ; "tis inacceſſible to any Evil. The 
Serpent that corrupted Paxadife with its Poiſon, 
cannot enter there. Asthere is no Seed of Corrup- 

tion within, ſo no Cauſe of it without. Our Re- 
| deemer 
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deemer offer'd Himſelf by the Eternal Spirit, and 
purchaſed an Eternal Inheritance for his People. 
"Their Felicity is full and perpetual, without en- 
creaſe, for in the firſ# moment *tis perfect and 
ſhall continue without declination... The Day of 
Judgment is called the Zeſ# Day - For Days, and 
Weeks, and Months, and Years, the Revolutions 
which now meaſure Time, ſhall then be ſwallowed 
up in an vnchangeable Eternity. The Saints ſball 
be for ever with the Lord; 1 Theſ. 4. And in all 
theſe reſpects, the Glory of the Redeemed, as far 
exceeds the Felicity of Man in the Creation, as 
Heayen, the bright Seat of it, is above the fading 
Beauty of the Terreſtrial Paradiſe. 


— 


CHAP. XL 


Prattical Inferences. Redeeming Love deſerves our 
bigheſt Admir ation, and humble Acknowledgments, 
The illuſtration of it by ſeveral Conſiderations. 
God ts infinitely amiable in HimPelf, yet his Love us 
tranſient to the Creature. ?T's admirable in Crea- 
ting and Preſerving Man, more in Redeeming bim 
and by the Death of his Son. The difcovery of God's 
Love wm our Redemption is the ſtrougeſt Perſuaſive 
to Repentance. * The Law « meffeFual to produce 
real Repentance, The common Benefits of Provi- 
dence are inſufficient to cauſe Faith and Repentance 
in the guilty Creature. The clear diſcovery of par- 
doning Mercy in the Goſpel can only remove our 
Fears, and indace us to return to God. The tran- 
ſcendent Love of God ſhould kindle in us a recipro- 
cal Love ro Flim. His Excellencies and ordinary 
Bounty to Mankind cannt prevail upon us to love 
Him, Hu Love to w in Chriſt only conquers our 

| | | Hatred 


204 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


Hatred, Our Love to Him muſt be ſincere and 
ſuperlative. The deſpiſing of Saving Mercy Is the 


bigheſt Provocation, It makes the Condemnation of 


Men meſt juſt, certain, and heavy. 


1. His Redceming Loye deſerves our higheſt 
Admiration, and molt humble acknowledg- 

ments. It we conſider God aright, it may raife 
our wonder, that He 1s pleaſed to beſtow kindneſs 
upon any created Being. For in Him is all that is 
excellent and amiable ;, and 'tis efſential to the Deity 
to have the perfet knowledg of Himſelf, and per- 
fect Love to himſelf. His Love bcing proportigned 
to his Excellencies, the At is infinite, as the Objett - 
And the Perfections of the Divine Nature, being 
equal to his Love, 'tis a juſt cauſe of admiration 
that 'tis not confined to Himſelf, but is tranſient 
and goes forth to the Creature. When David 
lookcd up to the Heavens, and ſaw the Majeſty of 
God written in Characters of Light, he admires 
that Love which firſt made Man a littte lower than the 
Angels,and crowned him with Glory & Honour Pſal.8. 
and that providential care which is mindful of him, 
and viſits him every moment. Such an inconceivable 
diſtance there is between God and Man, that 'tis 
wonderful God will ſpend a thought upon ns. 
Lord, what is Man that thou takeſt knowledge of him ? 
or the Sor of Man that thou makeſt account of him ? Man 
ss lthe to vanity, his days are as a ſhacow that paſſeth 
away, Pſal. 144. His being in this World hath no- 
thing firm, or ſolid 3 'tis like a Shadow, that de- 
pends upon a Cauſe that is in perpetual motion, the 
Light of the Sun, and 1s always changing, till ir 
vaniſhes in the Darkneſs of the Night. But if 
we conſider Man in the quality-of a Sinner, and 
what God hath wrought for his recovery, we are 
Oycrcome 
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overcome with amazement. All temporal Favours 
are but Foils to this miraculous Mercy, and unſpea- 


| kably below the leaſt Inſtance of it : without it all 


the Priviledges we enjoy above inferiour Creatures 
in this Life, will prove Aggravations of our future 
Miſery. God ſaw us in our degenerate ſtate, de- 
ſtroyed by our ſelves ; and yet, O Goodneſs, truly 
Divine ! he loved us ſo far, as to make the way for 
our Recovery. High Mountains were to be level- 
led, and great Depths to be filled up, before we 
could arrive at Blelledneſs : all this hath been done 
by mighty Love. God laid the curſe of the Guilty - 
upon the Innocent, and expoſed his beloved Son to 
the Sword of his Juſtice, to turn the blow from us, 
What aſtoniſhing Goodneſs is it, that God who 1s 
the Author and End of all things, ſhould become 
the means of our Salvation ? and by the loweſt a: 
baſement ? What is ſo worthy of admiration as 
that the Eternal ſhould become Mortal, that being - 
in the form of God, he ſhould take on him the 
form of. a Servant ? that the Judg of the World 
ſhould be condemned. by the guilty ? that he 
ſhould leave his Throne in Heaven to be nailed 
to the Croſs ? that the Prince of Life ſhould 
taſte of Death ? Theſe are the great Won- 
ders which the Lord of Love hath performed, 
and all for ſinful, miſerable and unworthy Man, who 
deſcrycd not the leaſt drop of that Sweat ard Blood 


he ſpent for him : and- without any advantage to 


himſelf, for what content can be added to his Felici 

ty by a curſed Creature ? Infinite Love ! that is a) 
admirable as ſaving ! Love that paſſeth Knowledge ! 
and 1s as much above our comprehenſion as deſert. 
In natural things, Admiration is the effect of Igno- 
rance, but here tis increaſed by Knowledg. Fox 
the more we underſtand the excellent Greatneſs 0 


God, 
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ced by. the Law, and the Execution of it at Death. 
Therefore God to overcome our Fears, and to melt 
us into a compliance, hath given in the Scripture the 
higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive all ze- 
lenting and returning Sinners. He interpoſes the 
moſt ſolemn Oath to remove our Suſpicions. As / 
live, ſaith the Lord, 1 delight not in the Death of the 
Picked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live, 
Ezek. 33.11. And have IT any pleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die ? ſaith the Lord God : And not that 
he ſhould return from his ways and live ? Ezek. 18. 23. 
The Majeſty and Ardency of the Expreſſions teſtifie 
the truth and Vehemency of his Deſire, ſo far as the 
Excellency of his Nature is capable to feel our Af- 
feftions. And the Reaſon of it is clear ; for the 
Converſion of a Sinner implies a thorow change 
in the Will and Afﬀections from Sin to Grace, and 
that is infinitely pleaſing to God?s Holineſs, and the 
giving of Life to the Converted is moſt ſuitable to his 
Mercy. The Angels who are infinitely infertour to 
him in Goodneſs, rejoyce in the Repentance and 
Salvation of Men ; Much more God doth. There 
is an eminent difference between his Inclinations to 
exerciſe Mercy, and Juſtice. He uſes Expreſſions 
of regret when he is conſtrained to puniſh ; P/al. 
$1. 13. O that my People had bearkened to me, and I{- 
rael had walked in my wayes ! And how ſhall I'give thee 
»p, Ephraim ? how ſhall 1 deliver thee, Iſrael ? mine 
Heart is turned within me, Hol. 11.8. As a merciful 
Judg, that pities the Man, when he condemns the 
Malefa&tor. ' But he diſpenſes Acts of Grace with 
pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by Tranſgreſ- 
ſrons, becauſe he delights in Merty, Mic. 7.18. *Tis 
true, when Sinners are finally obdurate, God is plea- 
ſed in-their Ruine, for the honour of his Juſtice ; 
yet tis not in ſuch a manner as In their CONE 
| ws ons an 


of 
3 


' oa id 


fn Cotiteſving Ban's Reveinptioh. 209 
and Life, he doth not invite Sitiners to tranſgreſs? 
that he may condertin them : He is not pleaſed when 


they give occaſion for the exerciſe of his Anger. Ard 


above all, we have the cleareſt and ſareft Diſcovery 
of pardoning Mercy in the Death of Chriſt. For 
what ſtronger Evidence can there be of God's readi- 
neſs to pardon, than ſending his Son into the World 
to be a Sacrifice for Sin, that Mercy without preju- 
dice to his other Perfeftions might upon our Repen- 
tance forgive us ? And what more rational Argu- 
ment is there, and more congruous to the Breaſt of 
a Man, to work in him a ſerious Grief and hearty 
deteſtation of Sin, not only as a curſed thing, bur as 
"tis contrary to the Divine Wil, than the Belief 
that God, in whoſe Power alone it is to pardon Sin- 
ners, is moſt deſirous to pardon them, if they will 
return to Obedience ? The Prodigal in his extream 
diſtreſs reſolyed to go to his Father with penitential 
Acknowledgments and Submiſſion : and, to uſe the 
Words of a deyout Writer, his guilty Conſcience as 
deſperate, askt him, 4 ſpe, with what hope ? He 
replied to himſelf, Ila qua Pater eff, Ego perdids 
quod erat filis ;, ille quod Patris eſt non amiſir : Though 
] have neglected the Duty and loſt the Confidence 
of a Son, he hath not loſt the compaſſion of a 
Father. That Parable repreſents Man in his de- 
generate forlorn State, and that the Divine Good- 
neſs is the Motive that prevails upon him to return 
to his Duty. 


3. The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreſt 
in our Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindle in ns a 
reciprocal Afﬀection to him. For what is more na- 
tural than that one Flame ſhould produce another ? 
We love him, betauſe be loved ms firſt. The original 
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vs : this alone can ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the 
Heart to him. *Tis true, the Divine Excellencies as 
they deſerve a ſuperlative eſteem, ſo the highelt aſ- 
feftion : but the bare contemplation of them is in- 
effeftual to fire the Heart with a zealous' Love to 
God. For Man hath a Dzabolical Seed in his corrupt 
Nature ; he isinclined not only to Senſuality,which 
is an implicite hatred of God, (for aneager Appetite 
to thoſe things which God forbids, and a fixed A- 
verſation from what he commands, are the natural 
effects of Hatred) but to Malignity and direct Ha- 
tred againſt God. He u an Enemy mm hu mindthrough 
wicked Works, Col. 1.21. and this Enmity ariſeth 
from the conſideration of God's Juſtice, and the ef- 
felts of it. Man cannot fin and be happy, therefore 
he wiſhes there were no God to whom he muſt be 
accountable. He is no more wrought on by the Di- 
vine PerfeCtions and Beauties to love the Deity, than 
a guilty Perſon who reſolvedly goes on to break the 
Laws, can be perſwaded to love the Judg, for his 
excellent Knowledg, and his inflexible Integrity, 
who will certainly condemn him. Beſides, the great 
and abundant Bleſſings, which God, as Creator and 
Preſerver, beſtows upon all, cannot prevail upon 
guilty Creatures to love him. Indeed the Goodneſs 
that raiſed us from a State of Nothing, is unſpeak- 
ably great, and lays an eternal Obligation upon us. 
The whole ſtock of our Afﬀections 1s due to him, for 
conferring upon us tt humane Nature, that is com- 
mon to Kings and the meaneſt Beggar. All the Rj- 
ches and Dignity of the greateſt Prince, whereby 
he exceeds the pooreſt Wretch,compared to this Be- 
nefit which they both ſhare in, have no more pro- 
portion than a Farthing to an immenſe Treaſure, 
The innumerable Expreſſions of God*s Love to us 
every Day ſhould infinitely endear him to us, Foc 
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who is ſo inhumane as not to loye his Parents, or his 
Friend, who defended him from his deadly Enemies, 
or relieved him in his Poverty, OY if the 
Vein of his Bounty be not dried up, but always dif- 
fuſes it lf in new Favours ? If we love the Memo- 
ry of that Emperour, who reflecting upon one Day 
that paſt without his beſtowing ſome Benefit, with 
grief ſaid, Diem perdid;, I have loſt a Day ! how 
much more ſhould we love God who every moment 
beſtows innumerable Bleſſings upon his Creatures ? 
But ſinful Man hath contracted ſuch an unnatural 
Hardneſs, that he receives no Impreſſions from the 
renewed Mercies of God. He violates the Princi- 
ples of Nature, and Reaſon. For how unnatural 
15 it, not to love our BenefaCtor, when the dull Ox 
and the ſtupid Aſs ſerve thoſe that feed them ? And 
how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return Love 
for Love ? Now there is nothing that can perfectly 
overcome our Hatred, but the Conſideration of that 
Love which hath freed us from Eternal Miſery : for 
the guilty Creature will be always ſuſpicious, that 
notwithſtanding the ordinary Benefits of Providence, 
God is an Enemy to it : and till Man is convinced, 
that in loving God, he moſt truly loves himſelf, he 
will never ſincerely affe&t him. This was one great 
Deſign of God in the Way, as well as in the Work 
of our Redemption, to gain our Hearts intirely to 
himſelf. He ſaves us in the moſt endearing and ob- 
liging manner. As David's AﬀeCtion declared it 
ſelf, 1 will not ſerve the Lord with that which cofF me 
nothing : So God would not ſave Man with that 
which coſt him nothing, but with the deareſt Price 
hath purchaſed a Title to our Love. God was in 
Chri#t reconciling the World to himſelf, as well as thro 
Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World. He hath 
propounded ſuch Arguments for our Love, fo pow- 
P 2 erful, 
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God, and the vileneſs of Mati, the more we ſhall 
be inſtructed to admire the glorious Wonder of ſa- 
ving Mercy. A deliberate Admiration ſpringing 
from our moſt deep Thoughts, is part of the Tri- 
bate and Adoration we owe to God, who ſo fttange- 
ſy ſaved us from the Wrath to come. 

And the moſt humble Acknowledgments ate due 
for it. When David told As oſheth, 2 Sami. g. 
7.8. that he ſhould eat bread with him at bis Table 


- 


continually ;, he bowed himſelf, and ſaid, What thy 
Servant, that thou ſhouldeſt look on ſuch a deall Dog as 
Fam? A ſpeech full of Gratitode and Humility ; 
yet he was of a Royal extraCtion, though at that 
time in a low Condition. With a far greater feriſe 
of our Unworthineſs, we ſhotfd refle& upon that 
condeſcending Love, that provides the Bread of God 
for the Food of our Souls, withont which we had 
periſh'd for want. David in'that Divine Thankſpi- 
ving recorded in the Scripture;refie&s upon his 6' 
meannefs, and from that magriifies 'the Fayonr of 
God towards him z 2 Sa.9. 18. Whoam I, O Lord 
Ged? dndwhat is my Houſe, that thou haft brought me 
hitherto? and this was yet a ſmall thing im thy ſight, O 
Lord God, but thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants Houſe 
for a great while to come: and ® this tht manner of Man, 
O Lord God? If ſuch humble aud thankful Acknow- 
ledgments were due for the Scepter of 1/raz!, what 
is for the Crown of Heaven ? and that procured 
for us by the Sufferings of the Son of God ? Brief- 
Iy, Goodneſs is the Foundation of Glory, there- 
[5:6 the moſt ſolemn and affe&tionate Praiſe is to be 
rendered for tranſcendent Goodneſs. The Conſent 
of Heaven and Earth, is, #7 aſribing Bleſſing, and 
Flonour, and Gliry to himthat fits enthe Throne, and tht 
Lamb for ever, Rev. 5+ 13. 


2. The 
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2. The Love of God diſcovered in-onr Redemp- 
tion, is the moſt powerful Perſuaſive to Repentance. 
For the Diſcovery of this we mult conſider, that re- 
al Repentance is the conſequent of Faith, and al- 
ways in proportion to it. Therefore the Law which 
repreſents to us the Divine Purity and Juſtice, with- 
out any. allay of Mercy, can never work true Re- 
pentance in a Sinner. When Conſezence is under the 
ſtrong conviction of Guilt, and of God's Juſtice as 
implacable, it cauſes a dreadful flight from him, and; 
a wretchleſs neglect of means. Deſpair hardens 
The brighteſt Diſcoveries of God in Nature are 
not warm enough'to melt the frozen Heart into the 
current.of Repentance. 'Tis true; the viſible frame 
of the World, and the continual Benefits of Pro- 
vidence, inſtruct Men in thoſe przme Truths, the 
Being and Bounty of 'God to thoſe that ſerve him, 
and iuvite them to their Duty. God never left him- 
ſelf witbout a Witneſs in any Age: his Goodneſs is 
deſigned to lead Men to Repentance, Adt.4- 17. And 
the Apoſtle aggravates the Obſtinacy of. Men, that 
rendred that. Method entirely fruitlels, - But:the De- 
claration of God's Goodneſs in the Gofpel-is infinito- 
ly-more.clear and powerful, than the filent Revela- 
tion by the works of Creation and. Providence. For 
although the Patience and general Goodneſs of God 
oftered fome Intimations.that he is p/arable, yet not 
2 ſufficient ſupport for a guilty and:jealous. Creature 
to rely on, The natural notion of God?s Juſtice is 
ſodeeply rooted in the Zumane Soul, that till he is 
pleaſed to proclaim an A of Grace and Pardon, 
oft the conditions of Faith and Repentance, 'tis 
hardly: poſſible that convinced Sixners ſhould appre- 
hend him otherwiſe than an Enemy ; and: that all 
the common Benefits they enjoy, are but Provifiens 
allowed inthe interval between the Sentence prongs. 
CC 
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ced by. the Law, and the Execution of it at Death. 
Therefore God to overcome our Fears, and to melt 
us into a compliance, hath given in the Scripture the 
higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive all re- 
lenting and returning Sinners. He interpoſes the 
moſt ſolemn Oath to remove our Suſpicions. As / 
live, ſaith the Lord, 1 delight not in the Death of the 
Picked, but that the wicked turn from hjs way and live, 
Ezek. 33.11. And have 1 any pleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die ? ſaith the Lord God : And not that 
he ſhould return from his ways and live ? Ezek.18. 23. 
The Majeſty and Ardency of the Expreſſions teſtifie 
the truth and Vehemency of his Deſire, ſo far as the 
Excellency of his Nature is capable to feel our Af- 
feftions. And the Reaſon of it is clear ; for the 
Converſion of a Sinner implies a thorow change 
in the Will and Afﬀections from Sin to Grace, and 
that is infinitely pleaſing to God?s Holineſs, and the 
giving of Life to the Converted is moſt ſuitable to his 
Mercy. The Angels who are infinitely inferiour to 
him in Goodneſs, rejoyce in the Repentance and 
Salvation of Men ; Much more God doth. There 
is an eminent difference between his Inclinations to 
Exerciſe Mercy, and Juſtice, He uſes Expreſſions 
of regret when he is conſtrained to puniſh ; P/al. 
$1. 13. O that my' People had bearkened to me, and I(- 
rael had walked in my wayes ! And how ſhall I'give thee 
%p, Ephraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? mine 
Heart is turned within me, Hoſ. 11. 8. As a merciful 
Judg, that pities the Man, when he condemns the 
MalefaCtor. ' But he diſpenſes Atts of Grace with 
pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, becauſe he delights in Merty, Mic. 7.18. "Tis 
true, when Sinners are finally obdurate, God is plea- 
ſed in-their Ruine, for the honour of his Juſtice ; 
yer 'tis not in ſuch a manner as In their COP 
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and Life, he doth not invite Sitioers to tranſgreſs? 
that he may condettin them : He is not pleaſed when 


| they give occaſion for the exerciſe of his Anger. Ard 


above all, we have the cleareſt and ſareft Diſcovery 
of pardoning Mercy in the Death of Chriſt. For 
what ſtronger Evidence can there be of God?s readi- 
neſs to pardon, than ſending his Son into the World 
to be a Sacrifice for Sin, that Mercy without preju- 
dice to his other Perfeftions might upon ovr Repen- 
rance forgive us ? And what more rational Argu- 
ment is there, and more congruous to the Breaft of 
a Man, to work in him a ſerious Grief and hearty 
deteſtation of Sin, not only as a curſed thing, bur as 
tis contrary to the Divine Wil}, than the Belief 
that God, in whoſe Power alone it 13 to pardon Sin- 
hers, is moſt deſirous to pardon them, if they will 
return to Obedjence ? The Prodigal in his extream 
diſtreſs reſolved to go to his Father with penitential 
Acknowledgments and Submiſſion : and, to uſe the 
Words of a deyout Writer, his guilty Conſcience as 
deſperate, askt him, Ou ſpe, with what hope ? He 
replied to himſelf, Ila qua Pater eft. Ego perdid; 
quod erat filis ;, ille quod Patris eſt non amiſit : Though 
I have neglected the Duty and loſt the Confidence 
of a Son, he hath not loſt the compaſſion of a 
Father. That Parable repreſents Man in his de- 
generate forlorn State, and that the Divine Good- 
neſs is the Motive that prevails upon him to return 
to his Duty. 


3. The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreſt 
in our Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindle in ns a 
reciprocal Afﬀection to him. For what is more na- 
tural than that one Flame ſhould produce another ? 
We love him, betauſe he loved ms firſt. The original 
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vs : this alone can ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the 
Heart to him. *Tis true, the Divine Excellencies as 
they deſerve a ſuperlative eſteem, ſo the highelt aſ- 
fection : but the bare contemplation of them 1s in- 
effectual to fire the Heart with a zealous Love to 
God. For Man hath a Dzabolical Seed in his corrupt 
Nature ; he is inclined not only to Senſuality,which 
is an implicite hatred of God, (for an eager Appetite 
to thoſe things which God forbids, and a fixed A- 
verſation from what he commands, are the natural 
effects of Hatred ) but to Malignity and direct Ha- 
tred againſt God. He u an Enemy in bu mindthrough 
wicked Works, Col. 1.21. and this Enmity ariſeth 
from the conſideration of God's Juſtice, and the ef- 
felts of it. Man cannot fin and be happy, therefore 
he wiſhes there were no God to whom he muſt be 
accountable. He is no more wrought on by the Di- 
vine PerfeCtions and Beauties to love the Deity, than 
a guilty Perſon who reſolvedly goes on to break the 
Laws, can be perſwaded to love the Judg, for his 
excellent Knowledg, and his inflexible Integrity, 
who will certainly condemn him. Beſides, the great 
and abundant Bleſſings, which God, as Creator and 
Preſerver, beſtows upon all, cannot prevail upon 
guilty Creatures to love him. Indeed the Goodneſs 
that raiſed us from a State of Nothing, is unſpeak- 
ably great,-and lays an eternal Obligation upon us. 
The whole ſtock of our Aﬀections is due to him, for 
conferring upon vs tt humane Nature, that is com- 
mon to Kings and the meaneſt Beggar. All the Ri- 
ches and Dignity of the greateſt Prince, whereby 
he exceeds the pooreſt Wretch,compared to this Be- 
nefht which they both ſhare in, have no more pro- 
portion than a Farthing to an immenſe Treaſure. 
The innumerable Expreſſions of God*s Love to us 
every Day ſhould infinitely endear him to us, Foc 
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who is ſo inhumane as not to love his Parents, or his 
Friend, who defended him from his deadly Enemies, 
or relieved him in his Poyerty, yy. if the 
Vein of his Bounty be not dried up, but always dit- 
fuſes it ſelf in new Favours ? If we love the Memo- 
ry of that Emperour, who reflecting upon one Day 
that paſt without his beſtowing ſome Benefit, with 
grief ſaid, Diem perdid;, I have loſt a Day ! how 
much more ſhould we love God who every moment 
beſtows innumerable Bleſſings upon his Creatures ? 
But ſinful Man hath contracted ſuch an unnatural 
Hardneſs, that he receives no Impreſſions from the 
renewed Mercies of God. He violates the Princi- 
ples of Nature, and Reaſon. For how unnatural 
15 it, not to love our BenefaCtor, when the dull Ox 
and the ſtupid Aſs ſerve thoſe that feed them ? And 
how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return Love 
for Love ? Now there is nothing that can perfeQly 
overcome our Hatred, but the Conſideration of thar 
Love which hath freed us from Eternal Miſery : for 
the guilty Creature will be always ſuſpicious, that 
notwithſtanding the ordinary Benefits of Providence, 
God is an Enemy to it : and till Man is convinced, 
that in loving God, he moſt truly loves himſelf, he 
will neyer ſincerely affe&t him. This was one great 
Deſign of God in the Way, as well as in the Work 
of our Redemption, to gain our Hearts intirely to 
himſelf. He ſaves us in the moſt endearing and ob- 
liging manner. As David's AﬀeCtion declared it 
ſelf, 1 will not ſerve the Lord with that which cofF me 
nothing : So God would not ſave Man with that 
which coſt him nothing, but with the deareſt Price 
hath purchaſed a Title to our Love. God was in 
Chri#t reconciling the World to himſelf, as well as thro 
Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World. He hath 
propounded ſuch Arguments for our Loye, fo pow- 
P 2 extul, 
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crful, and ſublime, that Adam in Innocence was un- 
acquainted with. He ſent down his own Roysels.ta 
teftifie His Aﬀectjon to us. And thar ſhou:d be the 
greateſt indearment of our Love, which was the grea- 
teſt evidence of his. 

And if we conſider the Perſon of our Redeemer, 
what more worthy Obje&t of our Afﬀection than 
Chriſt? and Chriſt exduring the moſt terriblethings, 
and at laſt dying with all the Circymſtances of Dif- 
honour and Pain, for Love to Man ? If he had no 
attractive Excellencies, yet his crycl Sufferings for 
us ſhould make him, infinitely precious and dear to 
our Souls. If by ſolemn regards we contemplate 
him in the Garden, amaz'd at the firſt Approachcs 
of. that Cup mixed with all the Ingredients of -Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure, ſweating likg drops of Blood, under 
a weight of unſpeakable Sorrow, and without the 
leaſt Relicf from Man, whoſe Sins he then bore 3 
what kind of Marble are our Hearts if they do not 
tenderly relent at this doleful Speftacle ? Can we 
ſtand by him proſtrate on the Earth, and offering up 
Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong Cries and Tears(the 
Effects of the travel of his Soul)without the molt paſ- 
otate ſenſibility ? Can we ſee him, contemned by im- 
pure Worms, abus'd in his ſacred Offices, ſpitefully 
repreſented as a mock King,buffeted and.flouted as a 
mock Prophet, his Sacred Face dehled with loath- 
ſome Spittle, his Pack torn with ſharp Scourges, 
and all endured with a victorious Patience; can we 
behold this with an unconcerned Eye, without. the 
Mournings of holy Love ? Can we accompany him 
in thedolorous way, and ſee him fainting and ſinking 
under his heavy Croſs, and not fee] his Sufferings ? 


Can we aſcend to Mount Calvary, and. look on.him . 


hanging on the infamousTree inthe midſt of Thieves, 
lultering the utmoſt Fyry of malicious Enemies, and 
not 
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fot be crucified with him ? Can we hear the aſtoni- 
ſhing Complaint of his deſerted Soul to the Judg 
of all the World doing cxtreme Right on him as 
our Surety, and not bz overcome with Grief and 
Love ? Shall not the warm Streams ſadly running 
from his wounded Head and Hands and Fegt: melt 
our congeal'd Afe&ions ? His pierced Side diſcoyers 
his Heart, the vital Fountain open'd to walb away 
our Guilt, and ſhall our Hearts be untouch*d ?. His 
bloody undeſerved Death the precious Ranſom of 
our Souls makes him our Life, and ſhall it not. ren- 
der him full of Lovelineſs to our inflamed Thoughts ? 
He is more amiable on the Croſs, than, in the 
Throne : For there we ſe: thz cleareſt Teſtimony, 
and the moſt glorious Triumph of his Love. , [There 
he enduretl the Anger of Heaven, and the Scorn of 
the Earth. There we might ſee Joy ſadned, Faith 
fearing, Salvation ſuffering, and Life dying (f). 
Blelled Redeemer ! what couldſt'thou have done or 
ſuffered more, to quicken our dead Powers, and in- 
flame our cold” Hearts toward thee ? How can we 
renember thy bleeding, dying Love without an Ex- 
ſtaſie of Aﬀection ? If we are not more inſenſible 
than the Rocks, *tis impoſlible but we muſt be tou- 
ched and ſoftned by ir. 

Suppoſe an Angel by ſpecial Delegation had been 
enabled to have trod Satan under our feet, our Obli- 

ons to him had been inexpreſſible, and our Love 
might have been intercepted from aſcending to our 
Creatof. For Salvation is a greater Benefit, than 
the meer giving to us our natural Being. As the 
privation-of Felicity with the actual Miſery that 
is joyned with it, is Ihfinitely worſe than the 
y-3 n2- 
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negation of being. . Our Lord pronounced concer- 
ning Judas, Mat. 26. 24. It had been good for that 
Man that he had never been born. Redeeming Good- 
neſs exceeds creating. Now the Son of God to pro- 
cure our higheſt Love, alone wrought Salvation for 
us. 

And what admirable Goodneſs is it, -that puts a 
value upon our Aﬀettion, and accepts ſuch a ſmall 
return ! Our moſt intenſe and ardent Love bears no 
more proportion to his, than a Spark to the Element 
of Fire. Beſides, his Love to us was pure, and 
without any Benefit to himſelf ; but ours to him 1s 
profitable to our Souls, for their eternal Advantage. 
Yet with this he is fully ſatisfied 3; when we love him 
in the quality of a Saviour, we give him the Glory 
of that he deſigns moſt to be glorihcd in, that is, of 
his Mercy to the miſerable. * For this rcaſon he in- 
ſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper, the contri- 
vance of his Love, to refreſh the memory of his 
Death, and quicken our fainting Love to him. Now 
the Love that our Saviour requires mult be, 

1. Sincere and Unfeigned. This declares it ſelf 
by a care to pleaſe him in all things. Jf a Man love 
me, ſaith our Saviour, he will keep my Commandments. 
Obedience is the moſt natural and neceſſary product 
of Love. For Love is the Spring of Attion, and 
employs all the Faculties in the Service of the Per- 
ſon loved, The Apoſtle expreſſes the force of it 
by an emphatical word, cuvtxe, 2 Cor.5. The Love 
of Chriit conſtrains us : it ſignifies to have one bound, 
and ſo much under power that he cannot move with- 
out leave. As the inſpired Peophets were carried 
by the Spirit, and intircly aCted by his Motions, 
Such an abſolute Empire had the Love of Chriſt o- 
ver him, (A. 18.5.) ruling all the Inclinations of 
his Heart, and ARtions of his Life. 'Tis this alone 
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makes Obedience chearful, and conſtant. For Love 
&s ſeated in the Will, and the Obedience that pro- 
ceeds from it, is out of choice, and purely volunta- 

. No Commandment is orievous that ts performed 
from Love ;, 1 Joh. 5. 3. And it makes Obedience 


- conſtant : that which is forced from the impreſſion 


of Fear, is unſtedfaſt ; but what is mixt with De- 
light, is laſting. 

2, Our Love to Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, excecd- 
ing that which is given to all inferiour Objccts. 
The moſt elevated and entire AfﬀeCction 1s due to 
Him who ſaves us from Torments that are extreme 
and eternal, and beſtows upon us an Inheritance 
immortal and undefiled. By the offering of himſelf 
to Divine Juſtice he has obliged us to preſent our 
Bodies a leving Sacrifice to God, which 1s our reaſon- 
able Service ;' Life it ſelf and all the Endearments 
of it, Relations, Eſtates are to be diſvalued, when 
ſet in in compariſon with Him. Nay if (by an 
impoſſible ſuppoſition ) they could be ſeparated, 
our Saviour ſhould be more dear to us than Salvati- 
on. For He declared greater Love in giving Him- 
ſelf for our Ranſom, than in giving Heaven to be 
our Reward. When we love Him 1n the higheſt 
degree we are capable of, we have reaſon to mourn 
for the ImperfeCtion of it. In ſhort, A Superla- 
tive Love as tis due to our Redeemer, ſo 'tis only 
accepted by Him. He that loveth Father or Me- 
ther, Son or Daughter more than Him, is not wort 
of Him, Mat. 10.37. And He tells us in other 
places that we muſt hate them, to ſhew, that our 
Love to him ſhould ſo far exceed the AﬀeCtion that 
is due to thoſe Relations, that in all occaſions 
where they divide from Chriſt, we ſhould demean 
our ſelves as if we had only for them an indiffe- 
rence, and even an averſation. Indeed the pre- 
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ferring of any thing before Him, who is altoge» 
ther deſireab'e in Himſelf, and infinitely deſerves: 
our Love, Is bratiſkly xo undervalue Him, and in 
eftet not ta love Him. For in a Temptation 
where Chriſt and the beloved Object are fer in 
competition ; as a greater welght turns the Scales, 
{ſo the itronger Aﬀection will caufe a Perſan to re- 
Nounce Chrilt, for the poſſeſſion of what he loves 
better. ?Tis the Love of Chriſt reigning in the 
Heart, that is the only Principle of Perfeverance. 
4. What an high Provocation is 1t to defpiſe Re- 
deeining Mercy, and to defeat that infinite Goaod- 
nef5 which hath been at fuch Expence for our Re- 
covery? Fhe Son of God hath emptied all the 
Treaſures of his Love, to purchaſe Deliverance 
for gwlty and wretched Caprtives ;, He hattlr paſt 
through fo many Pains and Thorns to come and 
offer it to them ; He follicits them tro receive Par- 
don and Liberty, upon the conditions of Accep- 
tance and Amendment, which are abſolutely ne- 
celfary to qualihe them for Felicity : Now if they 
flight the Benefit, and renounce their Redemption ; 
if they ſel} themſelves again under the Servitude 
of Sin, and. gratifie the Pevit with a new Con- 
queſt over them ; what: a bloody Cruelty is this to 
their own Souls, and a vile Indignity to the Lord 
of Glory.? And are there any Servile Spirits fo 
charm'd with their Miſery, and fſo.in love with 
their Chains, who will ſtoop under their cruel Cap- 
tivity,to be reſerved for eternat Puniſhment ? Who 
can believe it ? Bat alas Examples are numerous and 
ordinary : The. moſt by a Folly as prodigious as 
their Jogratitude, prefer their Sins before their 
Saviour, and.love that which is the only juſt Ob- 
xCt of Hatred, and hite Him who is the moſt wor- 
thy Object of Love. ?Tis a.moſt — op: 
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ſideration, that- Love ſhould perſwade Chriſt to 
die for Men, and that they ſhould trample upon 
his Blood, and chooſe rather to die by themſelves, 
than to live by Him. That God ſhould be ſo calie 
to forgive, and Man fo hard to be forgiven. This 
is 2 Sin of that tranſcendent height, that all the 
Abominations of Sodom and Gomorrah, are not e- 
qual to it. This exafperates Mercy, that dear 
and tender Attribute ; the only Advocate in God's 
Boſom ſor us- This makes the Judg trreconcile- 
able. The rejetting of Lite upon the gracious 
' terms of the Goſpel, makes the Condemnation of 
Men moſt juſt, certain, and heavy. 

1. Moſt Juſt : for when Chriſt hath performed 
what was necellary for the Expiation of Sin, and 
hath. opzned the Throne of Grace, which was be- 
fore ſhut againſt us, and by this God hath declared 
how. willing he is to fave Sinners; if they are 
wilful to be damned, and fruſtrate the blefled Me- 
thods of: Grace, 'tis maſt equal they ſhould in- 
herit their own chojce : They judg themſelves unmor- 
thy of eternal Life, Conſcience will juſtify the 
fevereſt Doom againſt them. 

2, It makes their Condemnation certain, and fi- 
nal. The Sentence of the Law is reverſible by an 
Appeal to ag higher Court ; bur that of the Goſpet 
againlt the refuſers of Mercy will remain in its falt 
force for ever. He that believer not, is condemn'd 
aready:;, Joh, 3.18. ?Tis fome: Canſolation to 
a Malefattor, that the Sentence is not pro- 
nounced; againlt him : but an Unbeliever hath no 
reſpite. The Goſpel aſſures the ſincere Believer, 
that be ſhalt not enter wato Condemnatson, to prevent 
his-fears of an. after Sentence ; but it denounces a 

eſ2nt doom againſt thoſe who. rejet it. The 
Wrath of God abid:s. on them. Obſbinate Infidelity 
pF | lets 


213 TheHarmony of the Oivine Attributes 


ſets beyond all poſſibility of Pardon : there is #0 
Sacrifice for that Sin. Salvation It ſelf cannot ſave 
the impenitent Infidel : For he excludes the only 
means whereby Mercy is conveyed. How deſpe- 
rate then is the caſe of ſuch a Sinner ? To what 
Sanfuary will he fly? All the other Attributes 


condemn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and 


Juſtice awakens Power for his Deſtruction ; 
and if Mercy interpoſe not between him and Ruin, 
he muſt periſh irrecoverably. Whoever loves not the 
Lord Chriſt, is Anathema Maranatha ;, He ts under 


an irrevocable Curſe, which the Redeemer will 


confirm at his coming. 


3. Wilful negle&t of Redeeming Mercy -aggra- 


vates the Sentence, and brings an extraordinary 
Damnation upon Sinners. Beſides the doom of 


the Law which continues in its vigour againſt 
Tranſgreſlors, the Goſpel adds a more heavy one 


againſt the impenitent, becauſe he believes not in the 
Aame of the only begotten Son of God, Joh. 3-18. 
Infidelity 1s an outrage not to a Man or an Angel, 


but to the Eternal Son. For the Redemption of 


Souls is reckoned as a part of his Reward, He ſhall 
ſee of the travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied; Iſa. 53. 
Thoſe therefore. who ſpurn at Salvation, deny him 
the Honour of. his Sutferings ;, and are guilty of 
the« defiance of his Love, of the contempt of his 


Clemency, of - the provocation of the moſt ſenſible 


and ſevere Attribute when *tis incenſed. This 1s 
to ſtrike him at the Heart, and to kick againſt his 
Bowels. This increaſes the Anguiſh of his Suffe- 


rings, and imbitters the Cup of his Paſſion. This 


renews his Sorrows, and makes his Wounds bleed 
afreſh. Dreadful Impiety ! that exceeds the guilt 
of the Jews; they once kilPd. Him being in his 


humble inglorious State, but this is a daily crucify-. 


ing 
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ing him now Glorified Ingrateful Wretches ! 
that refuſe to bring Glory to their Redeemer, and 
Bleſſedneſs to :hemſelves : (g) that rather chuſe that 
the Acuſer ſhould triumph in their Miſery, than 
their Saviour rejoyce in their Felicity. Thu # the 
great Condemnation, that Chriſt came into the World 
to fave Men from-. Death, and they refuſe the 
Pardon ;, John 3.19. Tis an aggravation of Sin 
above what the Devils are capable of ; for Pardon 
was never offered to thoſe rebellious Spirits. In 
ſhort, ſo deadly a OY a there is In it, that it 
poyſons the Goſpel it ſelf, and turns the ſweeteſt 
Mercy into the ſoreſt Judgment. The Sun of 
Righteouſneſs who is a reviving Light to the peni- 
tent Believer, is a conſuming Fire to the obdurate. 
How ' much more tolerable had been the condition 
of ſuch Sinners, if ſaving Grace had never ap- 
cared unto Men, or they had never heard of it ? 
or the Degrees of Wrath ſhall be in proportion to 
the Riches of neglefted Goodneſs. The refuſing 
Life from Chriſt, makes us guilty of his Death. 
And when he ſhall come in his Glory, and be viſi- 
ble to all that pierced Him, what Vengeance will be 
the portion of thoſe who deſpiſed the Majeſty of 
his Perſon, the Myſtery of his Compaſſions and 
Sufferings ? Thoſe that lived and dyed in the dark- 
neſs of Heatheniſm, ſhall have a-cooler Climate in 
Hell, than thoſe who neglect the great Salyation. 


(2) Ur denud malus, recuperata przda ſua, adyerſus Domi- 
num gaudeat, Tirt#/, dePoen, 
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CHAP. XIE 


Divine Juſtice concurs with Mercy in the work of our 
Redemption. The Reaſons why we are Redeemed 
by the Satisfaftion of Juſtice are ſpecified - to de- 
clare God's Hatred of Sin, to vindicate the H, | 
our of the Law, to prevent the fecure Commiſſion 
of Sin. Theſe Ends are obtained in the Death of 
Chriſt, The reality of the Satisfaftion made to 
Divine Juſtice conſidered. The requilites in'order 
to it, The appointment of God; who in thi tranſ- 
. action 5 ro be conſidered not as a Judg, that 5 Is 
niſter of the Law, but as Governour. Hu right of 
Juriſdiction fo relax'the Law as to the execution of 
it. His Will declared to avceps of the cottipenſa- 
tion made. The conſent. of our Redeemer was 
neceſſary. He muſs be perfettly Aoly. He muſt be 
God and-Man, | 


"Fs Deity in it. ſ6lf: is-Simple atid Pure, with- 
K out mixture'or vatiety: The St#;$twre aſcribes 
Attributes ro: God! for” our clearer underſtanding. 
And thoſe:as effemiat in) Hittars ſimply fg: They! 
are: diftinguiſt'd!- only: withtreſpe@ to'thedivers 
Objet3: on” whidr. they! ate” terthiinated;- arid! the' 
difterent Efe: thavtprocee@fromthetn. = 

| The two great Attributes which are exerciſed 
towards reaſonable Creatures in thzir- lapſed State, 
are: Mercy and: Juſtice : theſe: admirably-concur in 
the work of our Redemption: Altho* God'ſpatetl 
guilty Man for th2 Honour of his Mercy, yet He 
ſpared not bes own Son, who became a Surety for the 
Offender, but dzlivered Him up to a cruel Death, 
for the Glory of his Juſtice, For the clearer wu 

cr* 
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derſtanding of this, rhree things are to be conſi- 
dered;, © 

t. The Reaſons why we are redeemed by the 
Satisfaction of Juſtice. 

2. The Reality of the Satisfaction made by our 
Redeemer. 

3- The compleatneſs and perfetion of it. Con- 
cerning the firf# there are three different Opinions, 
among, thoſe who acknowled the reality of Satis- 
faction. 

1. That ?tis not poſſible that Sin ſhould be par- 
doned without Satisfaction. For Juſtice being a 
natural- and neceſſary excellency in God, hath an 
unchangeable reſpect to the Qualities which are in 
the Creatures : That as the Divine Goodneſs is 
neceſſarily exereiſrd towards a Creature perfectly 
holy, ſo Juſtice is in puniſhipg the guilty, unleſs a 
Satisfaction intervene. And if it be not poſlible, 
conſidering the Perfettion of the Deity, that Ho- 
lineſs ſhould be unrewarded, far lefs can it be, that 
Sin ſhould be unpuniſh'd : ſince the. Exerciſe of 
Juſtice upon which Puniſhment depends, is more 
neceſlary than that of Goodneſs, which is the cauſe 
of -Remuneratzon. For the Rewards which Boun- 
ty diſpenſes are pure Favour, whereas the Puniſh- 
ments which Juſtice inflicts, are due. In ſhort, 
Since Juſtice is a PerfeCtion, 'tis in God in a ſ#- 
preme degree, and being Infinite tis inflexible. This 
Opinion is aſlerted by ſeveral Divines of eminent 
Learning, 

2. The Second Opinion is, That God by his Ab- 


ſolute Dominion and Prerogative, might have re- 


leas'd the Sinner from Puniſhment without any Sa- 
tisfaction, For as by his Soveraignty He tranſ- 
ferr*d the Puniſhment from the Guilty to the Inno- 
cent ; ſo He might haye forgiven Sip, if no Re- 
bo decmer 
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deemer had interpoſed. From hence it follows, 
that the Death of Chriſt, for the Expiation of © | 
Sin, was neceſlary only with reſpect to the Divine : 
Decree. | 
3. ' The Third Opinion is, That conſidering God 
in this Tranſaction, as qualified with the Office of 
Supreme Judg and Governor of the World, who 
hath given juſt Laws to direct his Creatures in their 
Obedience, and to be the Rule of his proceedings 
with them as to Rewards and Puniſhmcnts. He 
hath ſo far reſtrain'd the exerciſe of his Power, 
that upon the breach of the Law, either it mult be 
executed upon the Sinner, or if extraordinarily 
diſpens'd with, it muſt be upon ſuch terms as may 
ſecure the Ends of Government : and thoſe are 
his own Honour, and publick Order, and the Be- 
nefit of thoſe that are governed. And upon, theſe ©! 
Accounts *twas requiſite, ſuppoſing the merciful 
Deſign of God to pardon Sin, that his Righteouſ- : 
neſs ſhould be declared in the Sufferings of Chriſt. 
I will diſtinctly open this. 
In the Law the Sovereignty and Holineſs of God 
eminently appear : And there are two things in all 
Sins which expoſe the Offender juſtly to Puniſh- 
ment : 
1. A Contempt of God?s Sovereignty,and in that 
reſpe& there is a kind of equality between them. 
He that offends im one, %s guilty of all, Jam. 2. 10. 
they bcing ratified by the ſame Authority. And 
from hence *tis, that Guilt is the natural Paſſion of 
Sin; that always adheres to it. For as God has a 
Judicial Power to inflict Puniſhment upon the Diſo- 
bedient by virtue of his Sovereignty, ſo the deſert 
of Puniſhment ariſeth from the deſpiſing it in the 
violation of his Commands. 
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2. In every Sin there is a contrariety to God's 


2 Holineſs. And in: this the natural rzrpirade of Sin 
\ conſiſts, which 1s receptive of degrees. From 


hence ariſes God's hatred of Sin, which is as efſen- 
tial as his Love to Himſelf : the infinite Purity and 
Rectitude of his Nature, infers the moſt perfect 
abhorrence of whatever is oppoſite to it. The 
righteous Lord loves Righteouſneſs, but the Wicked bis 
Soul hates. Pſal. 11.5, 79. Now the Juſtice of God 
is founded in his Sovereignty, and in his Holineſs; 
and the reaſon why 'tis exerciſed againſt Sin, is nor 
an arbitrary Conſtitution, but his Holy Nature, to 
which Sin is repugnant, Theſe things being premi- 
ſed, it follows, That God in the relation of a Go- 
vernour, 1s Protetor of thoſe Sacred Laws which 
are to direct the Reaſonable Creature. And as 


- *twas molt reaſonable, that in the firſt giving the 


Law, He ſhould lay the ſtrongeſt reſtraint upon. 
Man for preventing Sin,by the threatning of Death, 
the greatei. vil in it ſelf, and'in the eſtimation 6f 
Mankind ; ſo 'tis moſt congruous to Reaſon, when, 
the Command was broke by Man's Rebellioh, that 
the Penalty ſhould be inflicted, either on his Perſon, 
according to the immediate intent of the Law, or 
ſatisfaCtion:.equivalent to the Offence ſhould be 
made, that the Majeſty and Purity of God might 
appear in his Juſtice, and there might be a vilible 
diſcovery of the value he puts on Obedience. 

The Life'of the Law depends upon the execution 
of it; for impunity occaſions a contempt of Ju- 
ſtice, and by extenuating Sin in the account of Men, 
incourages to- the free commiſſion of it. If Par- 
don be eaſily obtained, Sin will be eaſily committ 
Crimes unpuniſht ſeem authoriſed. The firſt tem 
tation was prevalent by this perſwaſion, that no pu 
niſhment would follow. Beſides, if upon the bold 
| violation 


vio/ation of theLaw no punifhmtient wereinfticted,not 
only the Glory of God?s Holinefs would be obſcured, 
asif hedid not love Righteouſneſs and hate Sin, 
but ſuffered the contempt of the one, and the com - 
miſſion of the other without coftroul ; but it would 
either reflect upon his Wiſdom, as if he had nor. 
upon Juſt reaſon eftabliſh'd an alliance between the 
Offence and the Penalty ; or upon his Power, as if 
He were not able to vindicate the Rights of Hea- 
ven. And after his giving a Law, and declaring 
that according to the tenor of it, He would di- 
{penſe Rewards and Puniſhments, if Sin were un- 
revenged, it would lefſen the facredneſs of his 
Truth in the eſteem of Men. So that the Law and 
Law-giver would be expoſed to © contempt. 
By all which it appears, that the Honour of God 
was infinitely concerned 1n his requiring ſatisfaCti- 
on for the breach of his Laws. 

Temporal Magiſtrates are bound to execute wiſe 
and equal Laws, for the preſervation of Publick 
Order, and Civil Societies. 'Tis true, there be 
ſome caſes wherein the Law-giver may be forced to 
diſpenſe with the Law, as when the ſparing of an 
Offender is more advantage to the State than his 
puniſhment : Beſides, there is a ſuperior Tribunal 
to which great Offenders are obnoxions, and good 
Magiſtrates, when through weakneſs they are fain 
to {pare the Guilty, refer them to God's Judgment, 
But *ris otherwiſe in the Divine Government : For 
God is infinitely free from any neceſſity of compli- 
ance. There is no exigency of Goyernment that 
requircs, that any Offenders ſhould eſcape his Seve- 
rity. Neither is there any Juſtice above his, which 
might exa@t Satisfaftion of them. Beſides, the 
Majeſty of his Laws is more ſacred than of thoſe 


which preſerve EarthlyStates, and ought to be more 
inviolable, 
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invioladle, The: ſud is- this, t6.declare God%ha- 
tred of Sin which is eſſential roIns Nature, '£0 pre- 
ſerve the Hondur of the Law, which btherwiſe 
would be ſerorely deſpiſed, and loſe its effeft, co 
prevent Sin, by keeping up in Men an holy Fear ro 
offend Gad, am eternal reſpe&in the rational Crea- 
cure ro Him ;''twas maſt fit that the prefumptuous 
breach of :God's Command ſhould not 'be unpu- 
niſhed. Now. when the Son. of God was made a 
Sacrifice for Sin, and by a Bloody Death made ex- 
piation of it, the World is convinced how infinite- 
ly hateful Sin is to him, the dignity of the Law is 
maintained, and Sin is molt effectuaily diſcouraged. 
T here is the fame Terror, though not the ſame Ri- 
gor, asif all mankind had been finally condemned. 
T bus it. appears how becoming God it was, to ac- 
compliſh-our Salvation in ſuch a manner, that Juſtice 
and Mercy are revealed inthair. moſt noble and emi- 

nent Effefts and Operations. 

2. The reality of the fatisfattion made to Di- 
viae Juſtice:is next to be proved. This is the Cen- 
ter, and Heart of the Chriſtian Religion, from 
whence all vital and comforting influences are deri- 
ved : and for the opening of it, I will firſt con- 
ſider the Requilttes in order to it : which are, 


1. The Appointment of God, whoſe Power and 
Will are to be conſidered in this tranſaction. 

(1.) His Power : for *tis an att of Supremacy to 
admit, that the ſufferings of another ſhould be 
effeftual to. redeem the Offender. God doth not 


S in this Aﬀair ſuſtain the Perſon of a Judg, that is 


the Miniſter of the Law, and cannot free the Guil- 
ty by transferring the Puniſhment on another ; but 
is to be confidered as Goyernour, who may by pure 
Juriſdiction diſpenſe in the execution of the Law, 
Q upon 
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upon thoſe Conſiderations which fully anſwer the 
ends of Government. ' - 112900 
.The Law 1s not executed according. to the Letter 
of .it, for then no Sinner can bez ſaved :'but repen- 
ting Believers are free from condemnation. Nor is 
it abrogated, for then no Obligation remains as to 
the Duty, or Penalty of.it : but Menare til] bound 
'toobey it, and impenitent Infidels are till under the 
Curſe : The Wrath of .God abides upon them. But tis 
relax'd as to the puniſhment, by the. merciful con- 
.deſcenſion of the Law-piver. | | 
Some Laws are not capable of - relaxation.in their 
.own Nature : becauſe there is included moral Ini- 
-Quity in the relaxation. As the Commands to love 
God, and obey Conſcience, can never loſe their 
binding, force. *Tis an univerſal rule that.ſuffers no 
exception, God cannot deny himſelf; therefore he 
can- never allow Sin,. that direCtly oppoſes the per- 
{ſections of His Nature; Belides, ſome. Laws. can- 
-nor be relax'd ex hypotheſi, upon the account of: the 
- Divine Decree which makes them irrevocable, as 
that all whodie in theic impenitency ſhall. be dam- 
ned. Now there was no expreſs {ign-annex'd to the 
Sanction of the original Law, to intimate, that it 
ſhou!d be unalterable as to the Letter of it. The 
Threatning declared the deſert of Sin in the Offen- 
der, and the right of puniſhing in the 'Superiour ; 
but ?us ſo to be underſtood, as not to fruſtrate the 
Power of the Law-giver, to relax the Puniſhment 
upon wile and juſt Reaſons. nies 
Lhe Law did neither propound, nor exclude this 
expedient : for judging without pallion againſt the 
Sinner, it is ſatisfied with the .puniſhment of the 
Crime. For tis not the evil of .the Offender that is 
Primarily deſigned by the Law, but the preſervation 
of publick order; . for the honour of the us 
"= and ' 
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g and the benefit of thoſe that are Subjects. So that 
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the relaxing the puniſhment, as to the Perſon of 
the Sinner, by compenſation, fully anſwers the in- 
rent of the Law. 

(2.) As by the right of Juriſdiction God might 
relax the Laiv, ard appoint a Mediatour to inter- 
poſe by way of Ranſom, ſo he hath declared his 
Will to accept of Him. The Law in ſtridtneſs ob- 
liged the Sinning Perſon to ſuffer, ſo that he might 
have refuſed any other Satisfaction. Therefore the 
whole Work of our Redemption is referred to His 
Will as the primary cauſe. Our Saviour was ſent 
into the World by the order of God : Joh. 3. 17. ft 
was ſealed, that is, authorized for that great Work 
by Commilſion from Him. He was called to His 
Office, by the voice of his Father from Heaven, Thou 
art my beloved Son in whom I am well plenſed, Mat, 
3.17. God anointed him with the Holy-Ghoſt, and with 
Power, AR. 1c. 38. which tignifies as the enduing of 
Him- with the Graces of the Spirit, ſo the in- 
veſting Him in the dignity of Mediator, as Kings, 
Prieſts, and Prophets were. And both were ne- 
ceſſary : for his Graces without his Office are un- 
profitable to us, and His Office without His ca- 
pacity, of no advantage. In ſhort, the Apoſte 
obſerves this as the peculiar excellency of the New 
Covenant, arid the foundation of our hopes, that 
the Mediatour was conſtituted by a folenin- Oath, 
The Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent, thou art 4 
Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedec, Heb. 7- 
21. 

2. The Conſent of our Redeemer was heceſſary; 
that he might by Sufferings ſatisfy for us. For be= 
ing the Lord from Heaven, there was no Superiour 
Autltority to command, of Power to cothpel him. 
'Tis tte, having become our Surety, *twas neceſ« 
| Q. 2 lary 
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ſary He ſhould be accountable to the Law : But the 
firſt undertaking was moſt free. When one hath FF 
entered into Bonds to pay the Debr of an inſolvent þ 
Perſon, he muſt give fatisfattion ; but "tis an act of | 
liberty and choice to make himſelf liable. Qur Savi- Þ 
our tells us, Luk.24.46.1t behoved Chriſt te ſuffer he * 
doth not ſay that theSon of God ſhould ſufter, but | 
that Chriſt. This Title ſignifies the ſame Perſon in | 
ſubſtance, but not in the ſame reſpect and conſide- 
tion. Chriſt is the Second Perſon cloathed with 
our Nature. There was no neceſlity that obliged 
God to appoint his Son, or the Son to accept the 
Office of Mediator ; But when the Eternal Son had 
undertook that charge, and was made Chriſt, that 
is» aſſumed our Nature in order to redeem us , 
*twas necellary that He ſhould ſufter. 

Beſides, His Conſent was necellary upon another 
account. For the Satisfattion doth not ariſe meerly 
from the Dignity of his Perſon, but from the Law 
of ſubſtitution, whereby he put himſelf in our 
ſtead, and voluntarily obliged himſelf to ſuffer 
the puniſhment due to us. The efficacy of his 
Death, is 'by virtue of the Contract between the 
Father and Him, of which there could be no cauſe 
39 pure Mercy, and His voluntary Condeſcen- 
jon. | 

Now the Scriptare declares the willingneſs of 
Chriſt, particularly at his entrance into the World, 
and at his Death. Upon His coming into the 
World, he begins his Life by the izternal Oblation 
of himſelf to his Father z Heb. 10. 6, 7. Sacrifice 
and Offering thou didFt not deſire ;, mine Ears baft thou 
opened < that is, He entirely reſigned himſelf to be 
God's Servant z Burut-Offering and Sin-Offering baſt 
thau net required. Then ſaid I, Lo, T come, wm the 
Volume of thy Book, tis written of me; 1 delight to ry 

| , 
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thy Will, O my God, yea, thy Law iu within my Heart. 
He ſaw the Divine Decree, -and embrac'd it ; the 
Law was in-his Heart, and fully poſleſt all his 
Thoughts and AﬀeCtions, and had a commanding 
Influence-upon his Life. And his Willingneſs was 
fully expreſt by him, when he approach'd to his 
laſt Sufferings. For althangh he declined Death-as 
Man, -having natural and innocent deſires of Self- 
preſervation, yet as Mediator he readily ſubmitted 
to it 3; Not my Will, but thine be done, was his Voice 
in the Garden. And this argued the compleatneſs 
and fixedneſs of his Will, that notwithſtanding his 
averfation from Death «b/olxtely confidered, yet 
with an unabated cleftion He FA choſe it as the 
means . of our Salvation. No involuntary Con- 
ſtraint. did force him to' that ſubmiſſion ; But the 
ſole cauſes of* it were his free Compliance with his 
Father's Wyll; atd his tender Compaſſion towards 
Men. He faith, Joh. 10. 18. 7 have power to lay 
down my Life, and power te takg it up : this command 1 
received of my Father In his Death, Obedience and 
Sacrifice were united. The Typical Sacrifices were 
led to the Altar; but the Lamb of God preſented 
Himſelf : (Gat.:r. 4. 'T'is ſaid, He gave himſelf. for 
#6, Tit. 2.24. to fignify his willingneſs in dying, 
Now the Frecneſs of our Redcemer in dying for 
ns, qualifed his Sufferings to be meritoriow. The 
Apoſte tells.us, Rom. 5. 19. that By the obedienco of 
one many are reds righteous 2, that is, By his volun- 
tary Sufferings we arc.juſtiſfied : for without his 
Conſent, his Neath could not have the refpe&t of 
2 puniſhinent for our Sins. No Man can be com- 
pelled to pay anothers Debt, unleſs he make himſelf 
Surety for' it. : Briefly, The Appointment of God, 
and the Undertaking. of Chriſt, to redeem us from 
the Carſs —_ ſuffering it, _ the. 
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Foundation of: the 'New-Teſtament. ' ' +. 
3. He tnat interpos'd .as Mediator, muſt be per- 
{etly Holy, otherwiſe he had been lisble to Juftice ? 
for his own Sin. And guilty Blood is impure and 
corrupt, apter to ſtain by its effuſion and-ſprinkling, | 
Lhan'to. purge away Sin. . The. Apojtle, joins thele 
eo: as inſeparable, 1 Joh. 3.5. He appeared to take 
away Sin, and in bim is no $in. The Prieſthaad\under |$ 
the Law was imp:rfect 3 as for other Reatbas, ſo for |! 
the Sins of the Prieſts. - Aaron the firſt and chief of | 
15% Levitica! Order, was guilty of groſs Idolatry, 3 
{2 that Reconciliation could'not be obtained by their: 
Miniitry : For how can one Captive: ranſom ano- 
kher, or Sin expiate.Sin? But our Mediator was 
abſolutely innocent, i withaut the leaſt tin&ure. of | 
v1n Original, or Afthal.*'i He was conceived in a mi- 
raculous minner, infinitely. diſtant : from all the 
Imparitics of th2 Earth.... That which is. produced 
man. ordinary way, receives its-Propriety from 
fecand Cauſes, and 'conttatts the defilement that. 7 
Cleaves to the)whole ſpecies : Whatever. #: born of | > 
Bloog, and the Will of the Fleſh, that is fornvd of the 
Qubltance of the Fleſh, and by the ſenſual Appetite, 
1s defiled. : but though He was form'd of the Sub- 
Nance of 'the Virgin, yet by virtue of ;an Heavenly 
Principle, according, to the words. ofthe Angel to 
herz Luke 1. 35. The Holy Ghoſt ſbal came upon thee, 
and the Power of the 'Higheſt ſhall dverfbalar thee, 
therefore alſs that Holy Thipg that ſhalkbebors of thee, 
fball be called the Son of 'Gqd,” 'Hercame'in' the ap- 
pearance only of ſinful Fleſh," Rom; B:.4..As:. the' 
Brazen Serpent had the Figure, and not the Poiſon of 
the ery Serpent. He was without: a#aai Sin ; He 
toilPd the Tempter in all: his Afzs and Merhods: 
wherewith he tried, Him. + He refifted the! Luſt of: 
the'Fleth, by reuling tal make:the Broiles Bread ta: 
vs CO | allwage 
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afſwage- bis 'Hunger ; and the Luſt of* the' Eyes, in 
deſpitmg the Kingdoms of 'the World with-all their 
Treaſures; andthe Pride of Life, when he would . 
nct throw himfſetf down, that by the.ihterpofing of.” 
Angels for bis reſcue, there might be a viſibke;proot- 
that he was the Son of God. - The Actuſer-himſelf 
confelt him to be 'the Holy 'Onf of” God, Mart 1244.” 
he forind no Corruption witfih hin! and covldfdraw 
nothing out of him. Tad thatbetrayed him; 46d 
Pilate'that condemned himy, ' ackhowledged>hts -In- 
nocence.' "He perfettly fulfhfeq"the Law, #f@ 4rd 
always what-pleaſed hs Father In the midff of his! 
Snfferings; -no irregular Motion diſturbed his -Sou, 
but he alw#ysexpreſt the higheſt Reverence to-God; 
and unſpeakable Charity to Men. - He was compa-' 
red to a Lamb, (for his-Paſſion and his Patience) that: 
quietly dies at the Foot of the Altar. . HOY 
-'Beſides, we may conſider in onr Mediator not on- 
ly a perfett Freedom from Sin, but an Impoſfibifiry: 
that he ſhould be tonch'd by ir. The Angelica Na-! 
tare was liableito Folly ; but'the Hamane Nature'by 
its intimate and unchanpeable Union with the Divine 
is eſtabliſh'd '*above all poſſibility 'of Falling. '' The' 
Deity is Holineſs it ſelf. and by its perſonal Preſence, 
is' x greater Preſetvative from Sin, than'either the' 
Vifion of God in' Heaven, or-the moſt permanent ' 
habit of Grace. Our Savionr tells us, Fohn 5:-1 9. 
The Son can da nothing of himſelf, but according to' 
the Pattern the Father ſets him. Now the perfett 
Holineſs of our Redeemer hath a ſpecial Efficacy in 
making his Death to be the Expration of Sin, as the 
Scripture frequently declares; Heb. 7. 26, 27. For 


ſuch an High Preeft became us, whos holy, harmleſs, un- 


defiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. And he that knew no 
Sin, was made. Sin 'for ut, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of 'Gvd in him, 2: Cor. 5.21. | We are 
4 £ Q 4 Re- 
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Regdeemed not _mith. corruptible things, a4 Silver, and 
G Sr _ with the 3 Mr Ay of Chyiſt, 4; of a Lamb: 


without b We mahq wt. (pot, 1, Pet, 1. 18. And 
oy hu _e ale , ”y " OY Servant ves mrs 
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an ; My He muſt Anna mg FD that. 
he might be pur in-his ſteed-in order.10 make Satil-. 
faction for him. He was tp. þe our Repreferathvee 


therefqge' ſuch 4, Conlpnaiont bermeen gs. $. mal bc 
that, God might eſteem all tns Reople S $0 apr er 10h 
Byiths Law of 1/-4e! the: Robe emption, be 
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tonk.the;Seed of Abrahaze, the original Element 9 
aur Nature, that having, 3 Right of Propricty, 4n vs, 
as {0d,- he might; have a Right gf; es 
Man. He was alligd tq all Mens; bye ho 
Sulferings might:þc, ugiyerfally wk 24 Ayd 
muſt be:God : tis ngt his lnnocengy,onfy,. or DNepur! 
tatian, but zhe Degnity of his Te Ch4t- ps Mick: 

m to be an all-(y{agnt, Facrificg far,hing 10 

0d way diſpenſs Pay 1,2, WAY OW: 
rabte to Juſtice. For, foes requires, a Proparr'on: 
between the Puniſhment! and the | pe :.-anf that 
receives. its Quality:frog the Dignity af tbe Pero n, 
offended. Now | linge the Majeſty & G (G99 1s infuace; 
againſt whom $4015 committed, /yhe Guilt of it can; 
The 0 be explated by a by an inbaite Satisfactian- 

herejs- no Name under Heaven, (At, 4.12.) 70; 
i Hegum that could fave us, but the Son, of Gag), 
"yy Tg cqual is pk n Greatpeſh,coeqame ny 

there had faeey Tych Camp in the A 

as 1 inclined then tointerpq Teen fe 
and.us, \they bad:not been qualived for that Work: 1 
n& gnly.upos the account, of thar Riffexent Nature, 
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nor that being immaterial Subſtances,, they arg ex- 
empted from the Dominion of Death, which. was 


_ the Puniſhment denounc'd againſt the Sioner, and 


to which his Surety muſt be ſubjected; but princi- 
pally that being finite Creatures, they are incapable 
to atone an incenſed God. Who among all thcir, 
glorious Orders durſt appear before ſo conſuming a 
Fire ? who could have been an Altar whereon to 
fangifie a Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice; ?. No ,meer 
Creaturc how worthy ſoever cquld propitiate the.ſu- 
preme Majeſty when juſtly proyoked.-. ,Our Redee- 
mer.was to be the Lord of Angels. The Apoſtle 
tells-ys that it planſeg the Father thas is him all Fulneſs 
Jboxld well. Tis reſpects not, bis Qriginal Nagure, 
but; ys Office, . and. the reaſon af -it is,' 7a reconcile by 
the, Blood of the Croſs, things 112 Heawgn,: and 11. tha 
Earth. From the Greatnels of 'the Work we may 
infer the quality of the Means; and from the quali- 
ty of the means, the-Nature of the Perſon that, js 
to perform it, ' Peace with God who was proyoked 
by-our Rebellion, could only be made by an infinite 
Sacrifice. Now in Chriſt the Deity it ſelf, not its 
Infyences, and the fulneſs of it, not any particular 
Perfection only, dwelt really and ſubſtantially. God 
was preſent inthe Ark in'a Shadow, and Repreſens 
tation, He is. preſent in Nature by his ſuſtajnjng 
Power, and in, his Saints by ſpecial Favour, and the 
eminent ctiects,. the Graces and Cpmſorts tbat 'pro- 
ceed from it ;- but heis preſent in Chriſt in a fingyler 
and tranſcendent, manner, The Humanity is rela- 
ted; to the Word not only as a Creature to the Au- 
tho of its Being) for in this regard-it dath an equal 
reſpect to all the Perſons, but by. a necyltar Con- 
junction : for tis aftuated by the ſame ſubſiſtence 
as the Divine Eſſence is in the San, but with this dif- 
terence, the one is valuntary, the other necedlary ; 
the: 
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the one is eſpouſed by Love, the other received- by 
Nature. | -:, 9 
-' Now from this intimate Union, there is-a commu: 
nication of the ſpecial Qualities of both Natures to 
the Perſon of Chriſt : Man 1s exalted to be the Son 
o6f-iGod, and the: Word: abaſed to be the Son: of 
Mari: As by reaſon of the vital Union between the: 
Soul and Body, the effential Parts of Man, tis truly: 
ſajd'ithat he is ration?l in reſpe{t of his Soul, aid 
niortal in reſpe&t of his Body. This Union derives 
an- infinite merit to 'the Obedience of Chriſt. For 
the humane Nature having its Complement fron 
the- Divine Perſon;"tis not the Nature ſimply conſi- 
dered, bur the Perſon that is the Fountain of Atti-' 
ons.* To 1ſſuſtrate this by an inſtance : the Civil 
Ew determities that a Tree'tranſptanted'from otie 
S6i1 to anorher; and taking Root: there, belongs 'to 
the-Qwner of 'thit* Ground 35 'in regard that recei- 
vingNouriſhment from a'new Earth, it becomes as 
jt-were 4hother'Free;- though there be the ſame in- 
dividual Root, the fame Body; and the ſame: Soul 
of Vegetation as before (þ). i Thus the humane-Na- 
tre taken from the common Maſs of 'Mankind, and 
traw{planted:by$erfonal Union intorhe Divine,'1s 
ro he ircckontl eFintirely belonging 'to the-Divine; 
ind";the Ations proceeding from- it are not meerly- 
humane, -bnt'ire raiſed above'their'-natural worth, 
and; become: mmeritdrious.” Ofe hour of Chriſt's 
Life glorified |God more, than an everlaſting Dura- 
tion:1pent by AngeF-and Men in the Praiſes cf him. 
Fot-the molt -perfet' Creatures arelimited, atd' fi- 
nitg; and their Services cannot fully-eorreſpond*with 
the Majeſty ofiGod ; but when'tthe Word was made 
et OE Hs © ts DB en - Fleſh, 
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(b) Plantara & conifira ut (olo cedant-eſt juris Conftituti, cnjus/ 
ratio cſt quod iſta ſolo alantur, Gvot. de jur. Bell. & Pac, 
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Fleſh, ahd .entered into a new ſtate of SubjeCtion, 
he glorified God in a Divine manner and molt wor- 
thy of: him. He that comes from above, is above all, 
John 3- 31- The All-ſufficiency of his SatisfaCtion 
ariſes from hence, He that was in the form of God, and 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 6. 
that is, in the truth of the Divine Nature was equal 
with-the Father, and without Sacriledge, or Uſur- 
pation poſleſt Divine Honour, he became obedient ro 
the Death of the Croſs, 1 Cor. 2.8. The Lord of 
Glory was crucified, We are purchaſed by the Blood of 
God. And the Bloodef Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth 
1 from all. Sin, AC. 20.28. The Divine Nature 
gives:it an infinite and everlaſting Efficacy. 

-- And ”ris obſervable; that the Socinians, the decla- 
red 'Enemies of his: Eternity, confentaneouſly to 
their firſt impious Error, deny his Satisfa&tion. For 
if Jeſus Chriſt were but @'titular God, his Sufferings 
how deep ſoever., had been inſufficient to expiate our 
Offence: in his Death he had been only a Martyr, 
not a Mediator. For no Satisfaction can be made to 
Divine Juſtice, but by ſuffering that which is equiva- 
lent to the Guilt of. Sin, which as 'tis inconceivably 
great, ſuch muſt the'SarisfaCtion be. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Dive Jaſtice # declarexl and glorified in the Death of 
. Chriſt, . The threefold account the Scripture gives : 
of it : As a Puniſhment inflifed for Sin, 41-4 Price - 

to redeem 18 from Hell, a4 a Sacrifice to reconcile us 

- to God, | Man we Capitally guilty. - Chrilt wh 
the allowance of God interpoſes as bus Surety. His 

. Death was inflicted on him by the Supreme Fudge. 
The impulſive Canſq of it was Sin. Hu Sufferings 
ws ? were 
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were equivalent to the Sentence of the Law. The Ef- 
fect f them 1s eur Freedom. An Anſwer to the 
Objection, That *Iis 4 violation of Juſtice to tranſ- 
for the Puniſhment from the. guilty to the i I 
The Deasls of Chriſt the Price that redeems fr 
Hell. Thu ſingular effet# of his Death reyes fan 
it from the Death þ the Martyrs. Ae to 
the Objections. How could. God "ek this Price, 
fince be gave his Son to that Death which redrems ws ? 

- And how our Redeemer, ſuppoſing him God, can 

' make Satisfaction to bimſelf * The Death of :Chriſt 
repreſented as « Sacrifice,” The Expiatory Sacrifi- 
ces contle tbe Law were ſubſtituted in the place of guil- 
ty Men... The. Effe&ts of. them anſwerable to their 

. threefold Reſpeft to God; Sit and Men - The Atone- 

; ment of Anger, the Expiation of Sin, ard Freedom - 
.. from Paniſhment, All.forts of Placatory Sarrifices 
, are referr'@ to Chriſt, andthe effetts of them in a'ſub- 
lune and-perfeth manner. Naprejudice to the Freenefs 

nnd Greatneſs of God?s| Livur, that CT OY = 
- Death reconcrled Him to Hen, 


{Jaying premiſed theſe things, I ſhall now prove 
that the Divine Fuſtice is really declared and 
glorified in the obedient Sufferings of Chriſt. For 
the openin? this Point, "tis neceſſary to conſider the 
Account the Scripture gives of 'his Death ; which 
Is threefold : 
_ 1: ?Ths repreſented under'the relation of Ponifh-- 
ment inflicted-on-him for Sin,: and the effe& of 1 It iS 
Satisfaction to the Law. :: 

+ 2. AS Price ta redeem us from Hell. 

3. Undev the notion of a Sacrifice to reconcile 
God to Sinners. 

. Firſt, As a Puniſhment inflicted on him for Sin. 
This will appear by confidering, os 

1. Tha 
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1. That Man by his Rebellion againſt God was 
capitally guilty : He ſtood ſentenced by the Law to 
Death. 

2. Chriſt with the allowance of the Supreme 
TJudg interpoſed as our Surety, and 1n that relation 
was made liable to Puniſhment. Sins are by reſem- 
blaxce called Debts. . As a Debt obliges the Debtor 
to Payment, ſo Sin doth the Sinner to Puniſhment. 
And as the Creditor hath a right to exact the Pay- 
ment from the Debtor, ſo God hath a right to in- 
flict Puniſhment on the guilty. But with this diffe- 
rence, the Creditor by the meer ſignification of his 
Will may diſcharge the Debtor, for he hath an ab- 
ſolute Power over his Eſtate : whereas publick Ju- 
ſtice is concerned in the Puniſhment of the guilty. * 
This is evident by many Inſtances. For 'tis not ſuf- 
ficient that a Criminal ſatishe his Adverſary, unleſs 
the Prince, who is the Guardian of the Laws, give 
him Pardon. The Intereſt of a private Perſon, who 
hath received an Injury, is ſodiſtintt from that of 
the State, that ſometimes the injured Party ſolicites 
the Pardon of the Offender without Succeſs. Which 
ſhews, that principally 'tts not to fatisfie the parti- 
cular Perſon, that the Crime is puniſh'd, but to ſa- 
tisfe the Law, and prevent future Diſorders. 

Now our Debt was got pecuniary but penal: And 
as in C:vil Caſes, where one becames Surety for ano- 
ther, he is obliged to pay the Debt, for in the efts- 
mate of the Law they are but one Perſon 3 Heb1.22. 
So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt entring into this relation, 
he ſuſtained the Perſon of Sinners, and became ju- 
dicially one with them, and according to the Order 
of Juſtice, was liable to their Puniſhment. = 
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* Vid. Dr. Stillngflect, who with admirable claarmſs hath vindicated 
the DoSrine of SatisfaRion, from the ObjeGions of Crellius, 
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Diſpleaſure of God was primarily and direttly a- 
gainſt the Sinner, but the effects of it fell upon 
Chriſt, who undertook for him. The Apoſtle tells 
us, Gal. 4.4, 5. That when the Fulneſs of time came, 
God ſent his Son, made under the Law, that he might 
redgem them tha were under the Law, He took our 
Nature and - Condition : He was made under the 
Law Moral and Ceremonial, The direttive Part of 
the Moral Law the fulfilled by the Innocency of his 
Life; the Penalty he ſatisfied as our Surety, being 
under an Obligation to fave us. And he appeared 
as a Sinner in his Subjection to the Law of Moſes. 
That Hand-writing was againſt us, Col. 2. 14. he 
therefore enter'd into the Bond that we had forfei- 
ted. In his Circumciſion he ſigned it with thoſe 
drops of Blood, which were an earneſt of his ſhed- 
ding the reſt on the Croſs. For whoſoever was cir 
cnmciſed, became a Debtor to the whole Law. And we 
may obſerve, tis ſaid, That-as Moſes lifred up the 
brazen Serpent ;, ſo the Law, of which Mofes was a 
Type and Miniſter, lifted up the Meſſiah on the Croſs. 
3. The Screprure ts very clear and expreſs in ſet- 
ting down the Part that God had in the Sufferings 
of Chriſt as Supreme Judg, the impulſive cauſe that 
moved him, their proporcion to the Puniſhinent- of 
the Law, and the effeCt of them for our Deltverance. 
He was delivered by the determinate counſel and fore- 
knowlteds of God, Act. 2.23. All the various and 
vicious Actions of- Men, were over-ruled by his Pro- 
vidence; The Falſeneſs of Judas, the Fearfulneſs 
of Pilate, and the Malice of the Jews were ſubſer-= 
vient to God?s Eternal Deſign. And as he wills not 
the Death of a Sinner, much leſs of his Sor, but for 
moſt weighty Reaſons : theſe are declared by the 
Prophet, - Alt we like Sheep have gone aſtray, and tur- 
nea every one to his own ways : Onr Erxours were dif- 
ed - i. ferent; 


"1066 Contrivirig Wan's Reveription. 239 
ferent, - but the iſſue was the ſame, that is, Eternal 
Death : And the Lord laid on him the lniquity of us 


' ll, Iſa. 53. 6. that is, the puniſhment: of our Ini- 


quities. His Sufferings had ſuch a reſpect to Sin, 
25 included the imputation of it. "Twas an Act of 
Soveraignty in God to appoint Chriſt as Man to be 
our Surety, but an Act of Juſtice to inflict the pu- 
niſhment, when Chrilt had undertaken for us. ?Tis 
ſaid, He hath born our Griefs, and Carried our Sor- 
rows, The Expreſſions are comprehenſive of all 
the Miſeries of his Life, eſpecially his laſt Suffer- 
ings. The Hebrew words, x3 and BD, 
ſignify ſuch a taking away, as is by laying upon 
one who bears it from us. And thus it is interpre- 
ted by St. Peter, He himſelf bare our Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree (i). This necellarily implies the 
derivation of our Guilt to him, and the conſequent 
of it, the transferring of our puniſhment. Thoſe 
words are full and pregnant to'the ſame purpoſe ; 
Iſa. 53. 5- He was wounded for our Tranſpreſſions, he 
was bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was on him, and with hu firipes we are healed. 
Where the meritorious cauſe of 'his Sufferings is 
ſet down, as appears by the connexion of the 
words with the former. The' Fews - thought him 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afflified;,'that 1s, juſtly 
puniſl'd for Blaſphemy, and uſurping- Divine Ho- 
nour. - In oppoſition to this Conceit, *tis added, 
But he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions. This the 
Apoſtle exprelly telleth us, when he declares that 
Chriſt died for our Sins. | 
This will appear more fully, by conſidering what 
the deſert of Siniis- ' By our. .Rebellion we made 
the forfeiture of Sobl: and Body to Divine Juſtice : 
Dy, al g3, K Death, 
(5) Pximum defignet ipfum atum tollendionns in hwmeros, 
ak<crwn geſtationem oneris umpoſiti, 
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Death, both the Firſt and the Second, was'the Sen- 
terice of the Law. Now the Sufferings of Chriſt 
were anſwerable to this Puniſhment. The Death 
which the Law threatned for Sin; was to. be ac- 
companied with Diſhonour and Pain. And he fſuf- 
fered the Death of- the Croſs, in which the equal 
Extremities of Ignominy and Torment were join'd, 
A ſpecial Curſe was annex'd to it, not only.in re- 
ſpeCt of the Judgment of Men, before whom' a 
_Crucified Perſon was made a SpeRacle. of publick 
Vengeance for his Crimes, but '1n reſpect. of God's 
Declaration concerning it. The Jews were com- 
manded, that none ſhonld hang on a Tree longer than 
the Evening, ( Deut. 21. 23.) leſb the Holy Land 
ſhould be profaned by that, which was an .expreſs 
Mark of God's Curſe. Now the legal Curſe was a 
Typical ſignification of the Real, that ſhould be 
ſuffered by our Redeemer. Beſides, his Death was 
attended with exquiſite pains: he ſuffer?d variety 
of Torments, by the Scourges, the Thorns, the 
Nails that piercd.his Hands and Feet, the leaſt vi- 
tal, but moſt ſenſible parts. He refuſed the Wine 
mix d with Myrrhy that was'given to ſtupify the 
Senſes : for thedeſign of his Paſſion requirWd, that 
he ſhould have. the quickeſt tenſe of his Sufferings, 
which were the Puniſhment of Sin. And his in- 
ward Sorrows were equivalent to the pains of lofs 
and ſenſe that are due to Sinners. ?Tistrue, there 
are Circumſtances in the Sufferings.of the Damn'd, 
as Blaſphemy, Rage, impotetrt 'herceneſs of Mind, 
which are not appointed by the 'Law, but are acci- 
dental, ariſing from the perverſenefs of their Spi- 
rits : For the putuſhment of: the:Law is a Phyſical 
Evil, but theſe are Moral :. ard that Puniſhment is 
inflicted by the Judg, but theſe are only from the 
guilty Sufferers : Now ? theſe he was not poly 
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liable. Beſides, the Death that the Sinner ought 

to ſuffer is Eternal, attended with deſpair, 2nd the 

intolerable anguiſh of Conſcience. Now our Re- 

deemer having no real Guilt, was not liable to 

the Worm of Conſcience, and his temporary Saf- 

ferings were cquivalent to the Eternal, upon the 

account of his Divine Perſon, ſo that he was not 

capable of Deſpair. But uz endur'd the unkvown 

terrors of the ſecond Dcuih, ſo far as was conti- 

ſtent with the Perfection of his Nature. The an- 

guiſh of his Soul was not 1inecrly from ſympathy 

with his Body,but immediatcly from Divine Dilplea- 

ſure. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, Iſa. 53. 10. 

this principally reſpects the Impreſſions of Wrath 

made upon his inward Man. Had the Cup he feir?d 
been only Death, with the bitter Ingredients of 
diſhonour and pain, many have drank it with more 
appcaring reſolution. The Martyrs endured more 
cruel Torments without complaint ; nay, in their 
ſharpeſt Conflicts have expreſt a triumphant Joy. 
Whereas our Redeemer was under all the innocent 
degrees of fear and ſorrow at the approach of his 
Sutferings. From. whence was the difference ? 
Had Chriſt leſs Courage ? He was the Fountain of 
their Fortitude : the difference was not in the dil- 
poſition of the Patients, but in the nature of the 
Sufferings. He endured that which 1s infinitely 
more terrible than all outward Torments. The 
Light of .Joy that always ſhized in his Soul, a 
ſweet Image of Heaven, was then totally eclips'd. 
God, the Fountain of Compaſſion, reſtrain'd him- 
ſelf ; his Father appear'd a fevere inexorable Judg, 
and dealt with him not as his Son, but our Surety. 
Under all the Cruelties exercis*'d by Men, the Lamb 
of God open'd- not his Mouth ;* but when the 
Father of Mercies, and the God of all Conſolations for- 
bs ſook 
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ſook him, then he broke forth into a mournful Com» 
plaint. . Now by this account of Chriſt's Sufferings 
from Scripture, tis evident, they were truly penal g 
for they were inflicted for Sin, by the Supreme 
Judg, and were equiyalent to the Sentence of the 
Law. And the benefit we receive upon their ac- 
count, proves that they are Satisfaftion to Divine 
Juſtice, for we are exempted from Puniſhment, by 
his Submiſſion to it. He freed us from the Curſe 
of the Law, being made a Curſe for us, Gal. 3. 13. 
The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, by whoſe 
(iripes we are healed, Ifa. 53. 5. So that his Death 
being the Meritorious Cauſe of freeing the Guilty, 
is propcrly Satisfattion. 


Before I proceed to the ſecond Conſideration of 
Chriits Death, I will briefly anſwer the ObjeCtion of 
the Socimians, viz. That 'tis a Violation of Juſtice to 
transfer the Puniſhment from one to another, ſo 
that the'Righteous God could not puniſh his inno- 
cent Son for our Sins. Now to ſhew the invalidity 
of this Pretence, we muſt conſider ; 

1. That Juſtice is not an irregular appetite of 
Vengeance ariſing from Hatred that cannot be ſatis- 
fied but with the Deſtruftion of the Guilty. It 
preſerves Right with pure AﬀeCtions, and is content 
when the Injury 1s repair'd, from whomſoever Sa- 
tiskaction comes. 

2. Though an innocent Perſon can't ſuffer as in- 
nocent without Injuſtice, yet he may voluntarily 
contract an Obligation, which will expoſe. him to 
deſerved Sutterings. The Wiſdom - and Juſtice of 
all Nations agree in puniſhing one for anothers 
Fault, where conſent is prececding, as in the caſe 
of Hoſtages. And although it's Eſſential to the Na- 
' ture of Puniſhment to. be inflicted for Sin; yet not 

ON 
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on the Perſon of the Sinner : for i Conſpet7u for:, 
the Sinner and Surety are one. 
3. That cxchange 1s not allowed in Criminal 
Cauſes where the Guilty ouzht to ſuffer in Perſon, 
*tis not from any Injuſtice in the Nature of the 
thing, for then it would not be allowed in Civil ; 
but there are ſpecial Reaſons why an Innocent Per- 
ſon is not ordinarily admitted to ſuffer for an Of- 
fender. 
1. No Manhath abſolute Power over his own 
Life. ?Tis a depoſirnm conlign'd to him for a time, 
and muſt be prelery'd till God,or the Publick Sood, 
calls for it. : 
2. The Publick would ſuffer prejudice by the 
loſs of a good Subjet. Therefore the Rule of the 


” Law is juſt, Non auditur perire volens., The deſire 


of one that devotes himſelf to ruine is not to be 
heard. And the guilty perſon who is ſpared might 
worſe by Impunity, and cauſe great difor- 

ers by his evil Example. But theſe Conſiderati- 
ons arc of no force in the caſe of our Saviour : 
For, 

1. He had full power to diſpoſe of his Life : 7 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 

ain: this Commandment have I recerved of my Fa« 
ther, John 10. 18, He declares his Power as God, 
that his Life intirely depended on his Will, to pre- 
ſerve it, or part with it : and his ſubje&tion as Me- 
diator to the order of his Father. 

2. Our Saviour could not finally periſh. ?Twas 
not poſſible he ſhould be held under the Power of 
Death, At. 2.24. Otherwiſe it had been againlt 
the Laws of Reaſon, that the precious ſhould for 
ever ſuffer for the Vile. Better ten thouſand 
Worlds had been loſt, than that the Holy One of 
God ſhould periſh, He ſaved us throvgh his Suffer- 

R 2 ings, 
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ings, though as by Fire ; and had a glorious Re 
ward in the iſlue. 

3. There is an infinite Good redounds from his 
Sufferings : for Sinners. are exempted from Death, 
and the preſervation of the Guilty is for the Glory 
of God's Government : for thoſe who are re- 
deemed by his Death, are renewed by: his Spirit. 
He covers their Sins, that he may cure them. He 
is made Righteouſneſs and Sartt ification to his People, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. The ſerious belicf that Chriſt by dy- 


ing hath reſcued us from Hell, produces a ſwperla- | 
tive Love to Him, and ingenuous and grateiul fear | 
leſt we ſhould offtend Him, an ambition to pleafe 


Him in all things. Briefly, Univerſal Obedience to 
his Will, as its moſt natural and neceiſary Effect. 


So that in laying the puniſhment on Chriſt, under | 


which Mankind muſt have ſunk for ever, there 1s | 


nothing againſt Juſtice. 


2. The Death of Chriſt is the Price which re- 


. deems us from our woful Captivity. Mankind was | 


{allen under the Dominion of Satan and Death, and | 
could not obtain freedom by eſcape,or meer power. | 


For by the order- of Divine Juſtice we were dc- 
tained Priſoners : So that till God the Supreme 
Jude is ſatisfied, there can be no diſcharge. Now 
the Lord Chriſt hath procured our deliverance by 
his Death, according to the Teſtimony of the A- 
poſtle, Col. 1.14. We have Redemption through his 
Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins. His Blood is 
congruouſly called a Price, becauſe in conſideration 
of it our Freedom is purchaſcd. He 1s our Re- 
dcemer by Ranſom ; ide gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
all, 1 1im. 2.6. and that ſignifies the Price paid 
for the frecing of a Captive. The word uſed by 
the Apoſtle, «v7i\ul2 cv, hath a ſpecial Emphaſis, it 
. ignites an exchange of conditions with us, the re- 
dceming 
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if deeming us from Death, by dying for us. As the 


«rri\wxo!, who devoted themſelves to Death, for 
the reſcuing of others. Our Saviour told his Diſci- 
ples,that the Son of Man came to give his Life a Ran- 


> ſom for many: * «| lignifies a commut tion or ex- 


change,with reſpect of Things or Perſons : Thus we 
arecommanded to render to none Evil for Ez1l 4 - 
Andif a Son ash, of his Father a Fiſh, will be give him 4 
Serpent for a Fiſh ? When tis uſed 1n reſpect of Per- 
ſons,it imputesa ſubſtitution in anothers place. Ar- 
chelaus reigned inſtead of his Father Herod || : and Pe- 
ter paid Tribute for Chriſt, that is, repreſenting 
Him. The effect therefore of our Saviour's words, 
that He gave his Life a Ranſom for many, is evident- 
ly this, that he dy'd in their ſtead ; and his Life as 
2 Price intervened to obtain their Redemption. 
*Tis for this Reaſon the Glorified Saints ſung an 
Hymn of Praiſe to the Divine Lamb, ſaying, Thou 
art worthy, for thou waſt ſlain, aud haſt redeemed us 
ro God by thy Blood, Rev. 5.9. The ſingular and 
bleſſed Effect of Chriſt's Death, diſtinguiſhes ir 
from the Death of the moſt excellent Martyrs. 1f 
he had died only for the Confirmation of the Go- 
ſpel, or to exhibit to us a Pattern of Suffering Gra- 
ces, what were there peculiar and extraordinary in 
his Death ? How can it be faid that he was cruci- 
fied for us alone ? For the Martyrs ſealed the Truth 
with their Blood, ( 1 Cor. 1. 13.) and left admira- 
ble Examples of Love to God, of Zeal for his Glo- 
ry, of Patience under Torments, and of Compaſ- 
lion to their Perſecutors : yet it were intolerable 
Blaſphemy to ſay that they redeent'd us by their 

R 3 Death. 


— 


_— — ——— 


* Mat. 29. 28. XuTe;? &vn mAAGV. 
T Luke 11. 12. en iy-Sv& 2m. 
| 44173 lirwd\s. Mat. 17. 27-. 


- ——— LOTS PE I_ ls... oo. rs — = 


246 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes |! 


Peath- And ?*tis obſervable, when the Death of :* 
Chrilt is propounded in Scripture as 2 Pattern of 
Patience, 'tis with a ſpecial Circymſtance that di- - |: 
ſtinguiſhes it from all others. Chriſt ſuffered for w, + 
leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow bis fleps : 
who hu own ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree ;, by whoſe ſtripes ya were healed, 1 Pet. 2. 19) 
24. The truth is, if the ſole end of Chriſt's 
Death were to indyce Men to believe his Promiles, 
and to imitate his Graces, there had been no ſuch 
neceſlity of it : for the Miracles he did, had been 
ſufficient to confirm the Goſpel, yet Remiſlion of 
Sins 15 never attributed to them : and the Miſeries 
he ſuffered during the courſe of his Life, had been 
ſufficient to inſtruCt us how to behaye our ſelves un- 
der Indignities and Perſecutions : and at the lait he 
might have given as full a Teſtimony to the Truth 
of his Doctrine, by his deſcent from the Croſs, as 
by dying for us. But no lower price than his 
Blood could make Compenſation to the Law, and 
Satisfaction to God ; and to deny this, is to rob 
him of the Glory of his Death, and to deſtroy all 
our Comfort. 

'Tis objected by thofe who nullify the Myſtery of 
the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus; How could God receive 
this Price, ſince he gaye up his Son to that Neath 
which redeems us ? . And how can our Redeemer, 
ſuppoſing him God, make fatisfattion to himſelf ? 
To this 1 anſwer, 

t- The infinite Goodneſs of God in giving our 
Redeemer, doth not deveſt him of the Office of 
Supreme Judg, nor prejudice his examining of the 
{Cauſe according to his Soyeraign Jurifdittion. 
and his receiving a Ranſom to preſerve the Rights 
of Juſtice inviolable. There is an eminent In- 
{ance of this in Zaleucws, the Prince of the Locri- 
ans 3 
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ans ;, who paſt a Law that Adulterers ſhould loſe 
both their Eyes : and when his Son was convicted 


- of that.Crime, the People who reſpetted him for 


his excellent Vertues, out of pity to him, inter- 
ceded for the Offender. Zaleucus (Vid. e/Elian 
Var. Hiſtor. |. 13.c. 24.) in a Conflict between Zeal 
for Juſtice, and Aﬀeccion to his Son, took but one 
Eye from him, and parted with one of his own to 
ſatisfy the Law. And thus he paid and received 
the Puniſhment : he paid it as a Father, and re- 
ceived it as the Conſervator of publick Juſtice. 
Thus when guilty Mankind ia its Poverty could not 
pay the Forfeiture to the Law, God the Father of 
Mercies was pleaſed to give it from the Treaſures 
of his Love ; that is, the Blood of his Son for our 
Ranſom. And this he receives from the Hand of 
Chriſt, offer'd upon the Croſs, as the Supreme 
Judg, and declares it fully valuable, and the Rights 
of Juſtice tobe truly performed. 

2. It is not inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that the 
Son of God cloathed with our Nature, ſhould by 
his Death make Satisfaction to the Deity, and 
therefore to himſelf. In the according of two 
Parties, a Perſon that belongs to one of them, 
may interpoſe for Recocciliation, provided that he 
deveſts his own Intereſt, and leaves it with the Par- 
ty from whom he comes. Thus when the Senate 
of Rome, and the People were in difſſenlion, one of 
the Senators truſted his own Concernment with the 
Council, of which he was a Member, and media- 
ted between the Parties to reconcile them, ( Mene- 
nics Agrippa, Liv. 1. 2.) Thus when the Father and 
the Son both polſeſt of the Imperial Power, have 
been offended by Rebellious Subjefts, *tis not in- 
convenient that the Son interpole as a Mediator, to 
reſtore them to the Fayour of the Prince. And by 
R 4 
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this he reconciles them to himſelf,and procures them 
Pardon of an Offence, by which his own Majeſty 
was violated. This he doth as Mediator, not as a 
Party concerr'd. © Now this is a fit Illuſtration of 
the Great Work of our Redemption, fo far as Hu- 
men Things canrepreſent Divine. For all the Per- 
ſons of the "Glorious 1rinity were equally provok'd 
by our Sin ; and toobtain our Pardon,the Son with 
the conſent of the Father, depolits his Intereſt in- 
to lis Hands, and as a Mediator intervenes between 
vs and him, who in this Tranſaction 1s the Depoſi- 
tary of the Rights of Heaven, and having perfor- 
med what Juſtice required, he reconciled the World 
to God, that i Is, to the Fathc cr, Himielf and the 
Frcraal Spirit. in this Cauſe hi; Perſon 1s the ſame, 
but I:s Q:ality 1s different : he made Sati>faction as 
Mediator, and receiv d 1t a5 God. ?Tis in this ſenſe 
tat the Apoſtle Fuith, 1 Joh. 2. 2. We have an Aad- 
vacate with the Father,Feſin: Chriſt rho Righteous : Not 
to exclude the other Perſons, but in regard the Fa- 
ther as the Fi7ſ Perſon 15 the Protector of Jultice, 
our Mediator in appealing Him appeaſcs the other 
allo. 

3. The Death of Chritt is repreſented under the 
notion of a Sacrifice offer d up to God. For the 
more full underf{tanding: of this, we mult conlider 
hat Sacritices were of rwo kinds. 

. Some were Emchbariſtical : They are called 
eines bg which. the Sacrihcer acknow- 
led:cd the Bounty of God, and his own unworthi- 
n.{s, ard rendred Praiſe for a favour received, and 
de: ey the Divine Bleſhng, 

E xpiatery : Y he Sin- ofterings for the averting 
of God s wrath. The Inſtitution of them was up- 
ei. a double Reaton 5 


1, That 
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1. That Man is a Sinner, and therefore obnoxi- 
ous to the juſt indignation and extreme Diſpleaſure 


- of the Holy and Righteous God. 2. That God 


was to be propitiated, that he might pardon them. 
Theſe Truths are engraven in the natural Conſci- 
ences of Men, as appears by the pretended Expi- 
ations of Sin among the Heathens : But are more 
clearly reveaPd in the Scriprare. Under the Law, 
without the effuſion of Blood, there was no Reni/(/:on ;, 
Heb. 9. 22. To ſignify, that God would not tor- 
give Sin without the atonement of Juſtice, wich 
required the Death of the Offender ; but it be- 
ing tempered with Mercy, accepted a Sacrifice in 
his ſtead. And that there was a Subſtitution of the 
Bealt in the place of the guilty Offender, appears 
by the Law concernig Sacrifices. 1. None were in- 
ſtituted for Capital Offences, as Murder, Idolatry, 
Adultery, &c. becauſe the Sinner himſelf was ts be 
cut off : But for other Sins, which although in 
ſtrictneſs they deſerved Death, yet God, who was 
the King of Iſrael, was pleaſed to remit the For- 
feiture, and to accept the Life of the Sacrifice for 
the Life of the Sinner. 2. The guilty Perſon was 
to offer a clean Beaſt of his own; to ſignify the 
Surrogation of it in his ſtead. For in the relation 
of a Polleſlor he had a Dominion over it, to apply 
It to that uſe. 3. The Prieſt, or the Perſon that 
ofter'd, was to lay his Hands on the Head of the 
Sacrifice, thercby Conſecrating it to God, and De- 
voting it 1n his ſtead to bear the puniſhment. For 
this reaſon *rwas called a Sm, and a Curſe ;, Lev. 
17.11. 4. The Confeſſion of Sin by the People, 
or the Prieſt, as in the day of Atonement, figni- 
fied that the guilt of al} met on the Sacrifice for 
Expiation. 5. The Blood was to be ſhed wherein 
the vial Spirits are, an expreſs hg 
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what the Sinner deſerved : and that it was accep- 


red for his Life. 6. Laſtly, The deprecating of 


God's Anger was joined with the Sacrifice. As 
when a Man was ſlain, and the Murderer was not 
found ; the Elders of the City next to the dead 
Body, were to kill an Heifer in a Vally, and to pray 
that innocent Blood might not be laid to their 
Charge : otherwiſe the Land could not be cleanſed 
from the Guilt of Blood, but by the Blood of the 
Murtherer. 

2, The Efetts. of theſe Sacrifices declare their 
Nature (&) : And they are an{werable to their three- 
fold reſpeft, to God, to Sin, to Man. To God, 
that his Anger might be appeaſed ; to Sin, that the 
Fault might be expiated ; to Man, that the guilty 
Perſon might obtain Pardon, and Freedom from Pu- 
niſhment. Thus when a Sacrifice was duly offered, 
tis ſaid to be of a ſweet Savour unto the Lord, and 
to atone him, Lev. 1. 17. and the Remiſlion of Sins, 
with the Releaſe of the Sinner followed ; The Prieſt 
ſhall expiate it, that is, declaratively, and it ſhall be 
forgiven him, Now there was a doxble Guilt contra- 
ted by thoſe that were under the /49/aical Diſpen- 
ſation., 

1. Typical, From the Breach of a Ceremonial Con- 
ftitution, which had no relation to Aoralty. Such 
were natural Pollutions, accidental Diſcaſes, the 
touching of a dead Body. &c. which were eſteemed 
vicious according to the Law, and the Defiled were 
excluded from Sacred and Civil Society. Now theſe 
Impurities conſidered jn themfelves, deſerved no Pu- 
niſhment. For involuntary and inevitable Infirmi- 

ties, 


—_— 


(+) Thoſe Effects are expreſt by 4D9 and teI3l with the 
Hebr _ and Uy INacuws, vg98,70uns, ammnyTgwns with the 
Grecks, | 


hy 


> F-. I# "TC Ae. 
- . - - "* g " 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 25x 


ties, and corporeal things, which do not infect the 
inward Man, are the Marks of our abject and weak 


- State, bur are not in themlſelve3 ſinful. Therefore 


Ccremonial Guilt was expiated by a Ceremonial Of- 
fering. For 'tis according tothe nature of things, 
rhar Obligations ſhou!d be diſſolved by the ſame 
means, by which they are contracted. As therefore 
thoſe Pollutions were penal merely by the poſerive 
\ill of God ; fo ( the Exerciſe of his Supreme 
Right being tempered with Wiſdomand Equity) he 
ordained that the Guilt ſhould be aboliſh'd by a Sa- 
crifice, and that they ſhould be fully reſtored to 
their former Priviledges. Thus the Apoſtle tells us, 
Heb 9.13: that the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices ſant:- 
fies ta the purifying the Fleſh, that is, communicated a 
legal Purity to the Ofterers, and conſequently a 
right to approach the holy Place. Now the reaſon 
of theſe Inſtitutions was, that the /egal Impurity 
might repreſent the true Defilements of Sin, and 
the Expratory Sacrifices' prehigure that great and ad- 
mirable Oblation which ſhould purge away all Sin. 
2. A real Guilt which reſpeC(ts the Conſcience, 
and was contracted trom the Breach of the Moral 
Law, and ſybjected the Offender to Death Temporal 
and Eterual. This could not be purged away by 
thoſe Sacrifices. For how is it poſlible the Blood of 
2 Beaſt ſhould cleanſe the Soul of a Man, or con- 
tent The Juſtice of an oftended God ? Nay, on the 
contrary, they reviv d the guilt of Sin, and reinfor- 
ced the rigour of the Law, and were a publick Pro- 
feſſion of the Miſery of Men : For this reaſon the 
Law is called the Himiſtry of Death, As the Moral 
contained a Declaration of our Guilt, and God's 
right to puniſh, ſo all the parts of the Ceremonial 
were either Arguments and Convictions of Sz, or 
Imaves of the Puniſhment due for them. _— 
ME ie7 
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they had a relation to Chriſt who was their Comple” 
ment, ſo they ſignified the Expration of moral Guilt 
by his Sacrifice, and freed the Sinner from that rem- 
poral Death to which he was liable; as a Repreſen- 
tative of our Freedom from eternal Death by the 
Blood of the Croſ:. This will appear more clear- 
ly by conſidering, 1. That all kinds of placatory 
Sacrifices are referred to Chriſt in the New T eft ament. 
2. That all their Effects are attributed to him in a 
ſub!imer and moſt perfet manner. He is called a 
Lamb in the notjon of a Sacrifice, The Lamb ſlain 
from the Fonndation of the World, Rev. 13-8. A 
Lamb was uſed in the Expiation of moral and legal 
Impurities ; Lev. 5.6. & 14.12. He 1s called our 
Paſ'over that was ſacrificed for us, 1 Cor.5.7. The 
Paſchal Lamb in its firſt Inſtitution had an expzatory 
Efficacy, Exed. 12. 13. for God by looking on thar 
Blood, averted the Deſtruftion from the /ſraelires, 
which ſeized on the Egyptians. This was the reaſon 
of the Prohibition, that none ſhould go out of the 
Houſe till the Morning, leſt they ſhould be ſtruck 
by the deſtroying Angel : Not but that the Angel 
cou'd diſtinguiſh the Iſraelites from the Egyptians a- 
broad, but *ewas typical, to ſhew their Security was. 
in being under the guard of the Lamb's Blood, which 
was ſhed to ſpare theirs. Thus the Apoſtle Peter 
tells us, 1 Per. 1.18. We are redeemed by the Blood of 
the pure and perfect Lamb. And he was repreſented 
by the red Heifer, whoſe Aſhes were the chief In- 
gredient in the Water of Purification. For of the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer 
{{rixkling the unclean, ſanttifieth to the purifying of the 
Fleſh, How much wore ſhall the Blood of Chrift purge 
the Conſcience ? Heb. g. 13, 14. Eſpecially the Anni- 
z#rſary Sacrifice, which was the Abridgment and 
Recapitulatioa of all the reſt, had an eminent rc- 

ſpect 
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ſpect to Chriſt : The whole Epile to the Hebrews 
is tintured with this Divine Doctrine. 

Secondly, The Effefts of Chriſt's Death are «i 
nitely 'more excellent than thoſe that proceeded 
from Levitical Sacrifices. The Law had a ſhadow of 
good things to come ;, Heb. 10, 1, Put the real Vir- 
tue and Efficacy is only found in Chriſt. 

1, The Averſion of God's Wrath is aſcribed to 
his Death; according to the Words of the Apo- 
ſtle : Rom. 3. 25, 26. Whom God hath ſet forth to 
be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood to de- 
clare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
are paſt, through the forbearaxce of God, to declare, 
I ſay, at this time hu Righteouſneſs, that he might be 
juſt, and the Tuſtifier of him that believes in Jeſus. 
A Propitiation iA«sgv, the Title of the Mercy- 
Scat, partly in regard it cover'd the Tables of the 
Law which were broke by us, to ſignifie that by 
Him Pardon is procur'd for us, and principally bc- 
cauſe God was rendred propitious by the ſprink- 
ling the Blood of the Sacrifice on it, and exhibi- 
ted himſelf there, as on a Throne of Grace, fa- 
vourable to his People. For this Reaſon he gives 


the name of the Figure to Chriſt, for he alone 


anſwers the Charge of the Law, and interpoſes 


' between Juſtice and our Guilt, and by his own 


Blood hath reconciled God to us. Now the de- 
ſign of God in this Appointment was to declare his 
Righteouſneſs, that is, that Glorious Attribute that 


' Inclines him to puniſh Sinners : For in the Legal 


Propitiations, although the Guilt of Men was 
publickly declared in the Death of the Sacrifices, 
yet the. Juſtice of God did not fully appear, ſince 
he accepted the Life of a Beaſt in Compenſation 
for the Life of a Man : but in the Death of Chriſt 
he hath given the molt clear Demonſtration -— 
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his Juſtice, a ſufficient Example of his Hatred to 
Sin, condemning and puniſhing it in the Perſon 
of his beloved Son; that the whole World may 
acknowledg *rwas not from any Inadvertency, but 
meerly by the Diſpetiſation of his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that he forbore ſo long. And by the 
Death of Chriſt he hath declared that Glorious 
Myſtery which no created Underſtanding could 
ever have conceived, that he is inflexibly juſt, and 
will not ſuffer Sin to paſs unpuniſh'd, = that he 
juſtifies thoſe who are guilty in themſelves, if by 
2 purifying Faith they receive Chriſt for Pardon. 
The ſame Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſt hath givez 
himſelf for us, * an Offering and a Sacrifice to God 
for a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Eph. 5.2. He is qua- 
lified as a Prieſt, whoſe Office it was to preſent to 
God an Offering for appealing hi: Anger ; He gave 
himſelf ;, the Oblation that is added to his Death, 
gives the compleat Formality of a Sacrifice to it ; 
for *tis the Prieſt gives being to the Sacrifice : and 
the effect of it is, to be a ſweet ſmelling ſayour 
to God, that is, to conciliate his Favour to us. 
The ſame Phraſe is applyed to the Sin-Offering 
under the Law. We may obſerve that upon this 
account our Reconciliation to God is attributed to 
the Death of Chriſt, in diſtintion from his Glo- 
rified Life : For if when we were Enemies we were re- 
conciled to God by the Death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Life. And 
the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. 5.19. that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himfelf, not 
smputing their Treſpaſſes nnto them ;, we pray you there- 


fore 


* Tlegoport $vore an alluſion to the Peace-Offering and Sin- 
Offering 3, for the truth of both is in the Death of Chriſt, which ap- 
Ptaſes God, and obtains the Bleſſings that depend on bus Favour. 
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fore in Chriſt's ſtead, be reconciled tro God. A double 


Reconciliation is mentioned, that of God to Men, 
and of Men to God : the firſt is the ground of the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, the latter the effeCt of ir. 
The firſt was obtained by the Death of Chriſt, 
who by Imputation had our Guilt transferred upon 
Him, and conſequently our Puniſhment and in con- 
$geration of it, God who is Juſt and Holy, is 
wilting to pardon penitent Believers. The latter 
is by the powerful working of the Spirit, who 
aſſures Men that are guilty, and therefore ſuſpici- 
ous and fearful of God's Anger, that he is moſt 
willing to pardon them upon their Repentance, 
ſince he hath in ſuch an admirable manner found 
out the means to fatisfic his Juſtice. 

2, The true expiation of Sin is the effect of 
Chriſt's Death. He is called the Lamb of.God, 
that takes away the Sins of the World; 1 John 29. 
Now Sin may be taken away in two manners. 

Firſt, By removing its Guilt, and exemptin 
the Perſon that committed it from Death ; an 
when this 1s effected, by enduring the Puniſhment 
that was due to Sin, Us propacly Expiation. 

Secondly, By healing the corrupt Inclinations of 
the Heart, from whence aCtual Sins proceed. *Tis 
true, our Redeemer takes away Sin in both theſe 
reſpects : he delivers from the Damnation and 
Dominion of it : for he is made of God our Righte- 
onſneſs and Santtification;, 1 Cor. 1.30. But the 
firſt ſenſe is only convenient here : for ?tis evident 
that the Lamb took away Sin, that is, the Guilt of 
it, by dying inſtead of the Sinner, and had no 
effect for the deſtroying the malignant Habits of 
Sin in the Perſon who offered it. And *tis more 
apparent, that this Divine Lamb hath taken away 
the Gmlt of our Sins, in that Ze bore them in his 

| own 
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own Body on the Tree, 1 Pet. 2.24- For the native 
force of the word «igav lignifies, not only to take 
away, but to carry and bear, which applied to 
Sin, is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the Penalty of it. 
And 'tis to be obſerved, when cleanſing, purify- 
ing, and waſhing are attributed to the Blood of 
_ Chriſt, they have an immediate reſpect to the 
Guilt of Sin, and declare its Efhcacy to take 
the Obligation 'to Puniſhment. Thus tis ſa 
( 1 Foh. 1. 7. ) that His Blood cleanſeth from all Sin : 
and that it purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works ;, 
Heb. 9g. 4. and that we are waſht from our Sins in his 
Blood ;, Rev. 1.6. The frequent Sprinklings -and 
Puriftications with Water under the Law, prefi- 
gured our cleanſing from the defilements of Sin by 
the Grace of the Spirit ; but the ſhedding of the 
Blood of Sacrifices was to purge away Sins ſo far 
as they were made liable to a Curſe. | 
Thirdly, Our exemption from Puniſhment, and 
our reſtoration to Communion with God in Grace 
and Glory is the fruit of his expiating Sin. For this 
reaſon the Blood of the Mediator leaks better things 
than that of Abel; Heb. 12. 24. For that cried for 
Revenge againſt. the. Murdzrer, but his procures 
Remiſſion to Believers. And as the juſt deſert of 
Stn-1s Separation from the Preſence of God, who 
is the fountain of Felicity ; ſo when the Guilt is 
taken away, the Perſon is received into God's Fa- 
vour and Fellowſhip. A Repreſentation of this 
is ſet down in the 24th of Exodus, where we have 
deſcribed the manner of dedicating the Covenant 
between God arid 1/rael by bloody Sacrifices : after 
. Moſes had finiſh*d the Offering, and ſprinkled the 
Blood on the Altar and the People, the Elders of 
Tſrael who were forbid before to approach near to 
the Lord, were then invited to come into his Pre- 
| | ſence; 
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ſence, and in - token of Reconciliation feaſted be- 
fore him: .Thus the Eternal Covenant is eſta- 
blifh'd by the Blood of the Mediator, and all the 
Benefits it contains, as Remilſion of - Sins, free- 
dom to draw near to .the Throne of Grece, 
and the Enjoyment of God in Glory, are the 
fruits of ,his reconciling Sacrifice. 

The ſum of all is this, That as under the Law 
God was not appeaſed without ſhedding of Blood, 
nor Sin exons without ſuffering the Puniſhment, 
nor the Sinner pardoned without the ſubſtitution 
of a Sacrifice ;, ſo all thcſe are eminently accom- 
pliſd in the Death of Chriſt. He reconciled God 
to us by his moſt precious Blood, and expiat-<d 
Sia by enduring the Curſe, and hath procured our 
Pardon by being made Sin for w. So that 'tis 
molt evident, that the proper and direct end of 
the Death of Chriſt was, that God might cxercile 
his Mercy to the guilty Sinner in a way that is 
honourable to his Juſtice. 

"Tis objected, That if God from infinite Mercy 
gave his Son to u*, then anteccdently to the coming 
of Chriſt he had the higheſt Love for Mankind, 
and conſequently there was no need that Chrilt by 
his Death ſhould ſitisfie Juſtice, to reconcile him to 
us. Buta clear Anſwer may be given to this by 
conſtdering, 


1. That Anger and Love are conſiſtent at the 
ſame time, and may in ſeveral reſpects be termi- 
nated on the ſame Subjett. A Father reſents a 
double Aﬀettion towards a rebellious Son 5 he 
loves him as his Son, is angry with him as diſo- 
bedient. Thus in our laps'd State God had Comr 
paſlion on us as his Creatures, . and was angry with 
us as Sinners. As the injured Party he laid alide his 
: Angers 
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Anger, but as the preſerver of JuſticeHggequized 
ſatisfaction. 7 
2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between a love of Good- 
will and Compaſllion, and a love of Complacency. 
The firſt 1s that which moved God to ordain the 
means, that without prejudice to his other Per- 
fections he might confer Pardon and all Spiritual 
Benefits npon us: The other is that whereby he 
delights in us being reconciled to him, and re- 
newed according to his Image. The firſt ſup- 
poſes him placable, the- latter that he is appeaſed. 
Therc is a viſible inſtance of this in the caſe of ' 
Fob's Friends. The Lord fſaid-to Eliphaz. the Te- 
manite, ( Job 42.7, 8.) My Anger u kindled againſt 
thee, and thy two Friends ;, becauſe ye have not ſpoken 
of me the things that are right, as my Servant Job. 
Here: 1s a Declaration of God's Anger, yet with 
the mixture of Love: for it follows, therefore 
rahe wnto you now ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, 
and go to my Servant Job, and offer up for your ſelves 
a Burnt-offering, and my Servant Job ſhall pray for 
you, for him will I accept. He loved them when he 
directed the way that they might be reſtored to 
his Favorr ; yet he was not reconciled, for then 
there had been no need of Sacrifices to atone his 
Anger. S 
2. "tis further objected, That ſuppoſing the Sa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt to Juſtice, both the freeneſs 
and greatneſs of God's Love in pardoning Sin- 
ners, will be much leſſen'd. But it will. appear 
that the Divine Mercy 1s not prejudiced in either of 
thoſe reſpects. 

Firſt, The Freencſs of God's Love is not di- 
miniſhed, for that is the original Mover in. our 
Salvation, and hath no cauſe aboye it, to excite 

- or draw it forth, but meerly ariſes from his Kt 
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Will. This Love is fo abſolute thac 'r hath no 
reſpect to the Sufferings of Chrilt a: Mediator : 
for God. ſo loved the World, that he v.zve his Son 
ro die for ws; Rom. 9.18. and that which 1s the 
Etfect and Teſtimony of his Love, cannot be 
the impulſive Cauſe of ir. Thi; fuit Love of 
God to Man is commended to us 1a Chriſt, who 
is the Adedinm to bring it honourably abour. 

Secondly ; Grace in Scripture is never oppoſed 
to ChriſPs Merits, but to ours. If we had made 
Satisfaction, Juſtice it ſelf had abſolved us. For 
the Law having two parts, the Command of our 
Duty which conſiſts in a moral Good, and the 
Sanction of the Puniſhment that is a Phyſical Evil ; 
to do, or to ſuffer is.neceſlary, not both : or, it 
we had provided a Surety, ſuch as the Judg could 
not reject, we had been intinitely ob'1zed to him, 
but not to the favour of the Judg. But *tis other- 
wiſe here. God ſent the Reconciler when we were 
Enemies, and the Pardon that is difſpens'd to us 
upon the account of his Sufferings, is the Effect of 
meer Mercy. We are jujtified freely by his Goace, 
through the Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt (1). 
'Tis pure Love that appointed and accepted, 
that imputes and applies his Righteouſneſs to us. 

And as the Freeneſs, ſo the Riches of his Mercy 
is not Teſſened by the Satisfation Chriſt made for 
us. ?Tts true we have a pattern of God's Juſtice, 
never to be parallel'd, in the Death cf Chritt : bur 
to the Severity of Juſtice towords his only bc- 
loved Son, his Clemency towards us guilty Re- 
bels is fully commenſurate. For he pardons us 

S 2 without 


(1) T8. EP non pugnat cum ea fatisfaione, quez l[i- 
bere AL. .cum poſſer repudiari, & ad quam is qui nefi- 
cio afficitur niſl ipſe contulic, quorum utrumque accidit in 
Chriſti pro nobis ſacisfatione, Gro, 
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without the expence of one drop of our Blood, ': 
though the Soul of Chriſt was poured forth as an © 
Offering for Sin. Nay, hereby the Divine Clemen- t 
cy is more commended, than by an abſolute for- * 
givenels of Sin, without reſpect -to ſatisfaQtion. ': 
For the Honour of God being concern'd in the pu- ' 
niſhment of Sin, that Man might not continue vn- 
der a ſad Obligation to it, he was pleaſed, by the | 

aſtoniſhing wonder of his Son's Death, to vindicate | 
his Glory, that repenting Believers may be juſtified - 
before him. Thus in an admirable manner he ſa- 7 
tisfies Juſtice, and exalts Mercy : and this could © 
have been no other way effected ; for if he had by # 
meer Sovereignty diſſolved our Guilt, and by his | 
Spirit renewed his Image in us, his Love had emi- | 
nently appear'd, but his Juſtice had not been glo- | 
ried. But in our Redemption they are both in- | 
finitely magnified ; His Love could give no more 
than the Life of his Son, and juſtice required no | 
leſs : for Death being the Wages of Sm, there 
could be no ſatisfaction without the Death of our 


Redeemer. 


CH AP. XIV. 


The Compleatneſs of Chriſt's Sat:sfaftion proved from 
the Cauſes and Effefts of #t. The Cauſes are the 
CTuality of hu Perſon, axd Degrees of bu Sufferings. 
The EtieCts are his Reſurreftion, Aſcenſion, Inter- 
ceſſion at God's right Hand, and his exerciſing the Su- 
preme Power in Heaven and Earth, The excellent 
Benefits which God reconciled beſtows on Men, are 
the Fijjeds and Evidences of his compleat Satisfa- 
tion. They are Pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glo- 
ry. That Repentance and Faith are required, = 

order 
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order to the partaking of the Benefits purchaſed by 
Chriſt's Death, doth not lefſen the Merit of hs Sul- 
ferings. That Aifliddions and Death are inflitted on 
Believers, doth not derogate from their All-ſuſfi- 


C1eNcy, 


T H E Third Thirg to be conſidered,is the Com- 

= pleatneſs of the SatisfaCtion that Chrilt hath 
made, by which it will appear that God's Jultice as 
well as Mercy is fully glorified in his Sufferiags. 
For the proof of this I will, 

Firſt, Conſider the Cauſes from whence the con!- 
pleatneſs of his Satisfaction ariſes. 

Secondly, The Effetts that proceed from it, which 
are convincing Evidences that God is fully appeag'd. 
The Cauſes of his compleart Satisfaction are two. 

1. The Quality of his Perſon derives an infinite 
va'ue to his obedient Sufferings. Our Surery was e- 
qually God, and as tru!y infinite in his Perfe&tions 
as the Father, who was provoked by our Sins, there- 
fore he was able to make S.tisfaCtion for them. He 
is the Son of God not mercly in vertue of his Of- 
fice, or the ſpecial Favour of God, for on ſuch ac- 
counts that Title is communicated to others : but hes 
only Son by Nature. T he ſole Preeminence in Gifts 
and Dignity would give him the Title of the firſt 
born, but not deprive them of the quality of Bre- 
thren. Now the Wiſdom and Juſtice of all Nati- 
ons agrec, that Puniſhments receive their eſtimate 
from the quality of the Perſons that ſuffer. The 
Poet obſcrves, 


Plury enim Decii, quam qui ſervantur ab ills. Juven. 
That the Death of a Vertuous Perſon is more pre- 


cious than of Legion:, Of what ineſtimable value 
$2 then 
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then js the Death of Chriſt, and how worthy a 
Ranſom for loſt Mankind ? For although the Deity 
is impaſſible, yet he- that was a Divine Perſon ſut- 
tered. A King ſuffers more than a private Perſon, 
althongh the ſ:rokes dir ettly inflicted on hts Body, 
cannot immediately rcach his Honour. And tis 
{nectally to be obſerved, that the Efficacy of Chriſl?s 
lod is aſcribed to his Divine Nature : This the 
Apoſtle declares, Col. 1. 14. In whom we have Re- 
dem tion throneh 1s Blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
$15, who ts the Imave of the Inviſible God: Not an 
artificial Inge which imperfettly repreſents the 
Original , As a Picture that ſets forth the Colour 
and Firure of a Man, but not his Life and Nature : 
But the eſiential and exact Image of his Father, that 
expreſles all his glorious Perfections in their Immen- 
lity and Frernity. This 1; teſtified expreſly in 
Heb. 1. 3. The San of God, the Brightneſs of hu 
Glory. and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, having 
piirged by binſclf our Sins, is ſet down on the right 
Hand of the Aajſty on High. From hence ariſes 
the infivite difierence between the Sacrifices of the 
1.aw, and Chriſt's, in their Value and Vertue. This 
with admirable Emphaſis is fet down in Heb.g. 13, 
14. For if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and the 
Aſhes of on Herfer fps inklins the Vnclean, ſantlifieth 
zo the pur:ication of the F lejh ; Flow much more ſhall 
the Blood: of Chriſt, who through tne Eternal Spirit 
offer*d hizſelf without ſpot to God, purge your Con- 
feiences from dead Works to ſerve obs Living God ? 
W hereln the Apoſt/s inakes a double Hypotheſis ; 

. That the Lecal Sacritices were ineffectual to pu- 
riſy from rel Guilt. 2. That by their Typical 
Cl-2niing, they ſignified rac waſhing away of moral 
Guilt by the Blood of Chrilt. 


1. Their 
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1. Their inſufficiency to explate Sin, appcars, if 
we conſider the Subject. Sin 1s to be expiated in 
the ſame nature wherein *twas committed. Now the 
Beaſts are of an interiour rank, and have no com- 
munion with Man in his Nature : Or. it we conlider 
the Object, God was provoked by Sin, and he is a 
Spirit, and not to be appealed by groſs material 
things : His Wiſdom requires that a rational Sacri- 
fice ſhould expiate the guilt of a rational Creature : 
And Juſtice is not ſatisfied without a proportion 
between the Guilt and the Puniſhment. This weak- 
neſs and inſufficiency of the Legal Sacrifices to ex- 
piate Sin, is evident from their variety and repe- 
Lition : For if full Remiſſion had bcen obtained, 
the Worſhipers once purged, ſhould have had no more 
conſcience of Sin, Heb. 10. 2, 'Tisthe ſenſe of Guilt, 
and the fear of Condemnation that required the 
renewing of the Sacrifice. Now under the Law, 
the Miniſtry of the Prieſts never came to a period 
or perfection. The Millions of Sacrifices in all A- 
ges from the erecting the Tabernacle to the coming 
of Chriſt, had not virtue to expiate one Sin. 
They were only Shadows which could give no re- 
freſhment to the inflamed Conſcience, but as they 
depended on Chriſt, the Body and Subſtance of 
them. But the Son of God, who offered himſelf up 
by the Eternal Spirit to the Father, is a Sacrifice not 
only intclligent and reaſonable, but incomparably 
more precious than the molt noble Creatures in 
Earth, or in Heaven it ſelf. He was Prieſt and Sa- 
crifice in reſpe&t of both His Natures ; His entire 
Perſon was the Offerer and Offering : Therefore 
the Apoſtle trom the excellency of his Sacrifice, in- 
fers the unity of- its Oblation, and from thence 
concludes its Efficacy. Chriſt did not by the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats, but by his onn Blood He entred in once 
I 4 ito 
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mto the Holy Place, having obtained eternal Redemption 
for us : and vy one Offering He hath for ever perfetted 
them who are ſanflified, Heb. 10. 14. Upon this ac- 
count God promiſed in the New-Covenant, that 
their Sins and Iniquities He would remember no more, 
h:ving received compleat ſatisfaction by the Suffcr- 
inzs of his Son. *Tis now ſaid that once in the end 
of the World hath he appeared. to put away Sin by the 
Sacrifice of humfelf. And as it is appointed for all Men 
once to dic, and after Death comes Judoment : So 
Chriſt was vice offered to bear the Sins of many, and 
unto them that look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond 
time without ſin, Heb.g. 26, 27, 28. As there is no 
o:her natural Death to ſutfer- bztween Death and 
Judgment, fo there ts no other propitiatory Sacri- 
fi e between his \ll-ſuffictent Death on the Croſ;, 
anc the lait coming of our Redeemer. 

There is one Conj;deration I thall add, to ſhew 
the great difference between Legal Sacrifices, and 
tne Death of Chriſt, as to its ſaving Virtue. T he 
E ap abſoutcly forbids the eating of Biood, and 
tiie Peoples taiting of the Sin-offerings ; to ſignify 
the impertection of thoſe Sacrihces. For ſince they 
were conſumed in their Conſecration to God's Jn- 
ſ:ce, and nothing was left for the nouriſhment of 
the Olterers ; 'twas a ſign they could not appeaſe 
God. The Ofterers had communion with them 
when they brought them to the Altar, and in a 
manner derived their Guilt to them, but they had 
no virtue by them in coming from it. The Sinner 
conveyed Death to the Sacrifice, but did not receive 
Life from it. But Chriſt, the Lamb of God, was 
not ſwallowcd up in his Offering to Divine Juſtice : 
"Tis his peculiar Glory thar He hath compleatly 
me Satisfaction. We may fecd upon the fleſh of 
Liu precious 771:m, ang rink his Blood. As He 
enter*d 
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entr'd into communion of -Death with us, ſo we are 
partakers of Life by Him. | 

2, The Compleatneſs of hisSatisfaCtion is ground- 
ed on the degrees of his Sufferings. There was no 
defect in the Paiment He made. We owed a debt 
of Blood to the Law, and his Life was offer?d up 
as a Sacrifice : otherwiſe the Law had remaincd in 
its full vigour, and Juſtice had been unſatisfied. 
That a Divine Perſon hath ſuffered our Puniſh- 
ment, is properly the reaſon of our Redemption. 
As *tis not the quality of the Surety that releaſes the 
Debtor from Priſon, but the paiment which he 
makes in his Name. The Bloed of Chriſt ſhed, (Mar. 
26. 28. poured forth from his Veins, and offcred 
up to God, in that preciſe Conſideration, ratihes 
the New-Teſtament. The ſum is, Our Saviour by 
his Death ſuffer'd the MalediCtion of the Law, and 


{ his Divine Nature gave a full value to his Sufferings, 


{o that the ſatisfaftion proceeding from them, was 
not mieerly ex patio, as Braſs Mony is currant by . 
compoſition ; but ex merito,as pure Gold hath an in- 
trinſick Worth : and God who was infinitely pro- 
vok*d, is infinitely pleaſed. 

2. The Effefts and Evidences of his compleat 
SatisfaCtion are, 

Firſt, His ReſurreCftion from the Grave. For if 
we conſider the Lord Chriſt in the quality of our 
Surety, He ſatisfied the Law in his Death: and ha- 
ving made compleat paiment of our Debt, He re- 
ceived the Acquittance in his Reſurreftion. His 
Death appeaſed God, His Reſurrection aſſures Men. 
As heroſe himſelf, ſo in one concurrent aftion God 
15 ſaid to raiſe him, Rom. 6. 4. He was relcalt from 
the Grave, as from Priſon, by publick Sentence ; 
which is an indubitable Argument of the validity 
and acceptance of the paiment made by him in our 
Name. 
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For being under ſuch Bonds as the Juſtice and 
Power of God, he could never have /ooſed the Parns 
of Death, Acts 2. 24. it his Sufferings had not been 
fully Satisfactory, and received by him for our Diſ- 
charge. And 'tis obſervable, that the raiſing of 
Chriſt is aſcribed to God as reconciled 3 Now the 
God of Peace, who brought again from the Dead the 
great Shepherd 'of the Sheep, through the Blood of the 
everlaſting Covenant, Heb. 13. 20. The Divine 
Power was not put forth till God was pacified. Ju- 
ſtice incenſed, expoſed him to Death ; and Juſtice 
appeaſed, freed Him from the Dead. And his Re- 
ſurreclion is attributed to his Blood, that being the 
full Price of his and our Liberty. In ſhort, when 
inflexible Juſtice ceaſes to puniſh,there is the ſtron- 
geſt proof 'tis ſatisfied. 

Secondly, His Aſcent into Heaven, and Interceſ- 
{jon for us, prove the compleatneſs and all-ſuffici- 
ency of his Sacrifice. If he had been excluded 
trom the Divine Preſence, there had bcen juſt cauſe 
to ſuſpect that Anger had been ſtill remaining in 
God's Breaſt ; but His admillion into Heaven is an 
infallible Teſtimony that God is reconciled. This 
our Saviour produces as the Argument by which 
the Holy Ghoſt will overcome the guilty Fears of 
Men ; He ſhall convince the World of Righteouſneſs, 
beeauſe I go to my Father, John 16.10. Chriſt in 
tis Sufferings was numbred among Tranſgreſlors ; 
He died as a guilty Perſon, not only in reſpect of 
the Calumnies of Men, but the Curſe of the Law, 
and the Wrath of God, which then appeared incx- 
orable againſt Sin. But having overcome Death, 
and broke through the weight of the Law, and re- 
uircd to his Father, he made apparent the In- 
nocency of his Righteous Perſon, and that a 
compleat Righteouſneſs is acquired by his Suffer- 
ings, 
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Igs, ſufficient to juſtify all that ſhall truly accept 
of It. 

This will be more evident, by conſidering his En- 
try into Heaven as the true High Prieſt, who carri- 
ed the Blood of the new Covenant into the Celeſtial 
Sanctuary. For the opening this, we are toconſider 
there are two parts of the Prieltly Office, 

1. Toofter Sacrifice. 

2. To make Interceſlion for the People by virtue 
of the Sacrifice. This was performed by the High 
Prieſt in the Feaſt of Atonement, which was cele- 
brated in the Month Ti/rz, Lev. 16. 14,15, The 
Oblation of the Sacrifices was without, at the Al- 
tar : the Interceſſion was made in the Holy of Ho- 
lies, into which nore might enter but the High Prieſt 
once a year. And firſt he muſt expiate his own Sins, 
and the Sins of the People by Sacrifices, before he 
cou!d remove the Vail, and enter into that ſacred 
and venerable Place, where no Sinner had right to 
appear. Then he was to preſent the precious In- 
cenſe, (Heb. g. 4.) and the Blood of the Sacrifices, 
to render God favourable to them. Now theſe were 
ſhadows of what Chriſt was to perform. The Ho- 
ly of Holies was the Type of the third Heaven, in 
its Situation, Quality and Furniture. For it was 
the moſt ſecret part of the Tabernacle, ſeparated 
by a double Vail, by that which was between it and 
the firſt Sanctuary, and by another that diſtinguiſh'd 
the firſt from the outward Court. Thus the Heaven 
of Heavens Is the moſt diſtant part of the Univerſe, 
and ſeparated from the lower World, by the Starry 
Heaven, and by the Airy Region, which reaches 
down to the Earth. Beſides, the moſt holy Part of 
the Tabernacle was inacccilible to Sinners : As 
Heaven is ſtiled by the Apoſtle the Place of wnacceſſi- 
ble Licht. Andit was the Throne of God where he 
reigned: 
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reigned : according to the Language of the Pſal- 
mitt, He dwelt bitween the Chernbin:s, Pal. 80. 1. 
The Figures of the Cherubims repreſented the My- 
riads of holy Angels, that adore the incomprehen- 
ſible Deity, and are always ready to execute his 
> Commands. The Tables of the Law were a Sym- 
bel of that infinite Wiſdom and Holineſs which or- 
dained them : and the High Prieſts entering with 
the Blood of the Sacrifice, and carrying with him 
all the Tribes of 1ſrael upon his Breaſt, ſigntfied that 
Jeſus Chrilt the true High Prieſt after he had really 
explated Sin by his Divine Sacrifice in the'lower 
Werld, ſhould enter into the eternal Sanctuary with 
his own Blood, and introduce with him all his Peo- 
ple. Of this there was a marvellous Sign given : 
for in the ſame moment that Chriſt expired, the 
Vail of the Temple that ſeparated the Oracle from 
the firſt part, was rent from the top to the bottom ; 
to ſignify that the trae Hizh Prieſt had Authority 
and Right to enter into Heaven it ſelf. And the 
ſpe: 1a] end of ht: aſcending is expreſt by the Apo- 
ſtle, Heb. 9. 24. For Chriſt u not entered snto the Ho- 
ly Places mad: with Hands, which are the Figures of the 
true ;, but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in the Pre. 
fence of God for w. As the High Prieſt might not 
enter into that {cred and terrible Place, nor could 
propitiate God without ſprinkling the Blood of the 
ſlain Sacrifice : So onr Redeemer firſt performed 
what was neceſſary for the Expiation of Sin, and 
then he paſt throngh the viſible Heavens, and aſcen- 
d<d before the Throne of God to appear as our Ad- 
vocate. He made an Oblation of Himſelf on the 
Earth before he could make Interceſſton for us in Hea- 
ven, which is the conſummation of his Prieſtly Of- 
fice. The f;/# was a proper Sacrifice, the ſecond is 
a Commemoration of 1t : Therefore he is {aid to ap- 
pear before his Fathcr by Sacrifice, Heb.9. 26. _Be- 
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Beſides what hath been diſcours'd of the Order 
and Dependance of theſe parts of his Prieſtly Of- 
fice, which proves that he had accompliſhd the Ex- 
piation of Sin, before he was admitted into Heaven 
to intercede for us ; there are two other Conſlidera- 
tions which manifeſt the compleatneſs of his Sar::fa- 
ton, 

1. The manner of his Interceſſion. 
2, Its omnipotent Efficacy. 

1. The manner of it. He doth not appear in the 
form of a Suppliant upon his Knees before the 
Throne, offering up Tears and ſtrong Cries as in 
the day of his Fleſh, but He ſits at God's right Hand 
making Interceſſion for us. He lo}licits our Salvation, 
not as a pure Favour to him, but as the Price of his 
Sufferings, and as due to his infinite derzr, His 
Blood in the ſame manner pleads for our Pardon, as 


' theBlood of righteous Abel calld for Venzeance a- 


gainſt the Murderer : Not by an articalate Voice, 
but by ſuing to Juſtice for a full recompence of ir. 
In ſhort, his Interceſſion 1s the continual Repreſen- 
ration of his moſt worthy Paſſion. 

2, The omnipotent Efficacy of his Interceſſion 
proves that God is fully ſatisfied. He frees us from 
the greateſt Evils, and obtains for us the greateſt 
Good in quality of Mediator. If any Man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous ;, and he u the Propitiation for our Sins, and 
not for ours only, but for the Sins of the whole IWorld, 
I Joh. 2.2, Hediſarms the Anger of God, and hin- 
ders the Effects of his Indignation againſt repenting 
Sinners. Now the Prevalency of his Mediation is 
grounded on the Perfection of his Sacrifice. The 
Blcſledneſs of Heaven is conferr*d on Beitevers ac- 
cording to his Will, Farther, I will that thoſe whom 
thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, to ſce my 


G lory 
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Glory, John 17. 24 His Requeſt 1s effeCtual, not 
only becauſe he is Gods Son, and in higheſt Fayour 
with him, but for his meritorious Safterings. 

"Tis for this reaſon that the Ofhce of Mediator 
is iIncommunicable to any Creature. There # one 
God, and one Mediator between God and Man, the 
Man Chriſt Feſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
1 Tim. 2. 5. The Apoſtle makes a Parallel between 
the Unity of the Mediator, and of the Deity, which 
is molt ſacred and inviolable. For the Right of In- 
terceſlion, as ?tis an authoritative ACt, is founded in 
Redemption ; they cannot be divided. And we 
may obſerve by the way, how the Pop:ſh Doctrine 
that eres as many Advocates, as Angels, or Saints, 
or whoever are Canonisd, is gnilty of Impiety and 
Folly : Of Impiety, in taking the Sovereign Crown 
from the Head of Chriſt to adorn others with it, as 
if they had more credit with God, or Cempaſſion 

for Men : And of Folly, in expecting Benefits by 
their Interceſſion, who have no ſatisfactory Merit to 
purchaſe them. The numerous Adyocates that are 
conceived. by ſuperſtitious Perſons in their Fancies, 
are like the counterfeit Suns, that are drawn in the 
Clouds by Reflexion as in a Glafs (b) : which al- 
though they ſhine with a confiderable Brightneſs, yet 
they are only Suns in appearance,and derive noquic- 
kening ſnfluences to the Earth. The bleſſed Spirits a- 
bove,who enjoy a dependant Light from the San of 
Righteouſneſs, yet convey no Benefits to Men by merito- 
71045 interceding for them. We obtain Grace and Glo- 
ry only upon the requeſts of our Redeemer. Briefly, the 
Acts of his Prieſthood reſpect the Attributes, which 
in a ſpecial manner are to be glorified in our Salvation, 
By his Death he made SatisfaRtiqn to Juſtice, by = 
; Nn- 
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(!) Non totum imitantur, ſed imaginem ejus, figuramq; c#rerum 
nil11] habent ardoris, heberes & langujdi. Sen. Nat. Queſt. 
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Interceſſion he ſollicites Mercy for us; and they both 
join together with the ſame readineſs and warmth 
to diſpenſe the Benefits which he purchaſed for his 
People. 

hirdly, The compleatneſs of his Satisfaction is 
fully proved by the glorious Iſſue of his Sufferings. 
This will be moſt evident by conſidering the Con- 
nexion and Dependance which his Glory hath upon 
his Humiliation : and that is ewofold - 

1. Adependance of Order. His Abaſement and 
Sufferings were to precede his Majeſty and Power : 
as in Nature things paſs from a lower ſtate to Perfe- 
&tion. This Order was neceſſary : For being origi- 
nally. in the form of God, it was impoſlible he ſhould 
be advanced, if he did not voluntarily deſcend from 
his Glory, that ſo he might be capable of Exaltati- 
on (o). He was firſt made a litrele lower than the An- 
gels, and after raiſed above them, | 

2, A dependance of Efficacy. Glory is the Re- 
ward of his Sufferings. This is expreſly declared 
by the Apoſtle ; Chriſt humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient to the Death of the Croſs : wherefore God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a Name above every 
Name, that at the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow , 
the mark of that Homage that all Creatures pay to 
him. This Exaltation is correſpondent to the de- 
grees of his Abaſement. His Body was reſtored to 
Life and Immortality, and aſcended on a bright 
Cloud. God?s Chariot being attended with Angels, 
and the everlaſting G ates opened to receive the King of 
Glory, he is ſet down at the right Hand of the Throne 
of the Majeſty in Heaven, Heb. 8. 1. this ſignifies 
that Divine Dignity to which he is advanced, next 

to 

(o) Cui nihil ad augendum faſtigium ſuper eſt, hic uno modo 


creicere poteſt, 11 ſe 1pſe ſubmirrar, ſecurus magnirudinis ſuz, 
Pin, Panegyr, 
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to his Father. For God being an infinite Spirit hath 
neither right nor left Hand in ſtrift ſenſe. Our Re- 
deemers Honour is the ſame, andhiis Empire of the 
ſame extent with his Fathers. Thus the Apoſtle in- 
terprets the words of the Pſalmiſt, P/al.1 10.1. that 
the Meſſiah ſhould ſit at the right hand of God, till he 
made his Enemies hus Footſtool, by reigning ;, for he 
muſt reign till he hath put all bis Enemies under bu Feet, 
I Cor. 15. 25: 

And St. Peter tells us, That the Father hath made hini 
Lord and Chriſt,: that is, by a Sovereign Truſt hath 
committed to him the Government of the Church, 
and the World : not deveſting himſelf of his eſſen- 
tial Dominion, but exerciſing it by Chriſt. The 
height of this Dignity is emphatically ſet forth by 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 1. 21. The Father bath ſeated him 
at his own right band in the Heavenly places, far above 
all Principalities, and Powers, and Might, and Domi- 
ion, (which Titles ſignify the ſeveral degrees of 
Glory among the Angels) and every Name that is 
named not only in this World, but that which is to come : 
that is, hath given him a tranſcendent and incom- 
municable Glory 3 the uſe of Names being to ſignify 
the quality of Perſons. In ſhort, he is made the 
Head of the Church, and Judg of the World : An- 
gels and Men ſhall ſtand before his Tribunal,and re- 
ceive their Eternal Deciſion from him. Now in this 
Occonomy of our Mediator, his Humiliation was 
the cauſe of his Exaltation upon a double account : 

1. As the Death of Chriſt was an Expreſſion of 
ſach Humility, ſuch admirable Obedience to Goud, 
ſuch Divine Love to Men, that it was perfectly plea- 
ſing to his Father, and his Power being equal to his 
Love, he infinitely rewarded it. 

2, The Death of Chriſt was for SatisfaCtion to 


Juſtice, and when he had done that Work he was to 
enter 
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enter into reſt. Jt behovedChriſt to ſuffer, and to en- 
ter into Glory, Luke 24. 26. ?Tistrue, Divine Ho- 
nour was due to him upon another Title, as the Son 
of God : but the receiving of it was deferr*d by 
Diſpenſation for a time. Firſt he muſt redzem us, 
and then reign. The Scripture 15 very clear in re- 
ferring his aCtual polleſſion of Glory, as the juſt con- 
ſequent to his compleat Expiation of Sin, Heb. 1.3. 
When by himſelf he had purged our Sins, he ſat down 
on the right Hand of the Majeſty on high. And afier 
he had made one Sacrifice for Sins, for ever ſat down on 
the right Hand of Ged, Heb. 10. 12. 

And not only the Will of the Father, but the na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf — + organ this way of pro- 
ceeding. For Jeſus Chriſt by voluntary ſuſception 
undertaking to ſatisfie the Law for us, as he was ob- 
liged to ſuffer what was neceſlary in order to our 
Redemption, ſo *twas reaſonable after Juſtice was 
ſatisfied, that the humane Nature ſhould be freed 
from its Infirmities, and the Glory of his Divine be 
ſo conſpicuous, that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that 
Jeſus who was deſpiſed on Earth, is ſupreme Lord. 
The Apoſtle ſums up all together in thattriumphant 
Challenge, Rom. 8. 34, 35. Who ſhall lay any thing 
ro the charge of God's Ele ? 'Tu God that jmſtifies, 
who u he that condemneth ? ?Tis Chriſt that died, yea 
rather is riſen again, who u even at the right Hand of 
God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. 

3. The excellent Benefits which God reconciled 
beſtows upon us, are the effefts and evidences of 
the compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satisfaftion : And 
theſe are pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glory. The 
Apoſtle tells us ( Heb. 7. 19.) that the Law made 
nothing perfett : all its Sacrifices and Ceremonies 
could not expiate the Guilt, nor cleanſe the ſtain 


of Sin, nor open Heaven for us : which three are 
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requiſite to-our Perſeftion. But Chriſt by one Offer- 
ins bath perfetted for ever them that are ſanttified : 
Heb. 10. 14- By him we obtain full Juſtification, 
Renovation and Communion with God : therefore 
his Sacrifice, the Meritorious Cauſe of procuring 
them, muſt be perfect. 

1. Our Juitifcation is the effe&t of his Death : 
for the Obligation of the Law is made void by it. 
God forgives us cur Treſpaſſes, blotting out the Hand- 
writing of Ordinances that was againſt us, and took it 
out of the way, nailing it to his Croſs; Col. 2. 14. 
The terms are uſed, that are proper to the can- 
celling a Civil Bond. The killing Letter of the 
Law is aboliſh®d by the Blood of the Croſs, the 
Nails and the Spear have rent it" in pieces ; to 
ſignife that its condemning Power is taken away. 

Now the infinite virtue of his Death in taking 
away the guilt of Sin will more fully appear, if we 
coniider : 

1. That it hath procured Pardon for Sins com- 
mitted in all Ages of the World, Without the 
inrervention of a 'Sacrifice God would not part- 
con, and the moſt coſtly -that were offered up by 
Sin'1ers, were of 'no value to make Compenſation 
0 j2'iice:; but the Blood of Chriſt was the only 
Pronriation for Sins committed before his coming. 
The Apoltle tells us, ( Heb.g. 25, 26.) He was not 
oviiged to offer himſelf often, as the Hiph-Prieſt emtered 
#nto the Holy Place every Year with the Blood of others, 
but now once in the end of the World hath he ap- 
peared to put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
The direct ſenſe of the Words is, that the virtue 
of his Sacrifice extended it ſelf to all times : for 
otherwiſe in regard Men have always needed Pro- 


pitiation, 'He muſt have ſuffered often fince the 


Creition of the World. And if it be asK*d, me 
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His Death had a ſaving Influence before He attually 
ſuffered ? the Anſwer is clear : We mult conſider 
the Death of Chriſt not as a Natural but Moral 
Cauſe : *tis not as a Medicine that heals, but as a 
Ranſom that frees a Captive. Natural Cauſes 0- 
erate nothing before their real Exiſtence ; but 
tis not necellary that Moral Cauſes ſhould have an 
aCtual being : ?ris ſufficient that they ſhall be, and 
that the Perſon with whom they are effeftual, ac- 
cept the Promiſe. As a Captive 1s releaſt upon 
aſſurance given that he will ſend his Ranſom, tho 
*tis not actually depoſited. Thus the Death of 
Chriſt was available to purchaſe Pardon for Be- 
lievers before his coming ; for he interpoſed as 
their Surety, and God, to whom all things are 
preſent, knew the Accompliſhment of it in the ap- 
pointed time. He is therefore call'd the Lamb ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World ;, Rev. 13. 8. not 
only in reſpe&t of God?s Decrec, but his Efficacy. 
The Salvation we derive from Him, was ever in 
him. He appeared under the Empire of Auguſtus, 
and died under Tiberixs, but he was a Redeemer in all 
Ages, otherwiſe the Compariſon were not juſt, that 
as by Adam all die, ſo by. Chriſt all are made alive; 
1 Cor. 15. 12, 

Tis true, under the old Teſtament they had 
not a clear knowledg of him, yet they enjoyed the 
benefit. of his unvalued Sufferingg. For the Me- 
dium by which the Benefits our Redeemer pur- 
chaſed, are conveyed to Men, is not the exact 
knowledg of what he did and ſuffered, but ſincere 
Faith in the Promiſe of God. Now the Divine 
Revelation being the rule and meaſure of our 
Faith, ſuch a degree was ſufficient to Salvation, as 
anſwered the pgeneral diſcoyery of Grace. Bz- 


lievers depended ypon God's Goodneſs to pardon 
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them in ſuch a way as was honourable to his Ju- 
ſtice. They had ſome general Knowledg that the 
Meſſiah ſhould come, and bring Salvation : Abra- 
ham rejoyced to ſee the day of Chriſt : Moſes valued 
the Afuttions of Chriſt, more than the Treaſures of 
Agypt. And Belieyers in general are deſcribed to 
be waiters for the Conſolation of Iſrael. In ſhort, the 
Jewiſh aud Chriſtian Church are ellentially one ; 
they differ no more than the Morniug and Evening 
Star, which 1s the ſame, but is diverſly called, from 
its appearance before the Sun-riling or after its 
ſetting : ſoour Faith reſpects a Saviour that is palt, 
theirs reſpected Him as to come. 

Beſides, The ſaving virtue of his Death as it 
reaches to all former, ſo to all ſucceeding Ages. 
He 15 the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 
S. not otily in reſpgct of his Perſor, but his Office. 
The virtue of the Legal Sacrifices cxpircd with 
the Offering : upon a new Sin they were repeated. 
Their ImperſeCtion is argued from their Repetition. 
But the precious Oblation of Chrilt hath an ever- 
laſting efficacy to obtain full Pardon for Believers. 
His Blood is as powerful to propitiate God, as if 
it were this day ſhed upon the Croſs. He # able to 
ſave to perpetuity all that ſhall addreſs to God by Him ; 
fiace he ever lives to make Interceſſion, The Pardon 
that he once purchaſed, ſhall ever be applied to 
contrite Believers. The Covenant that was ſealed 
wich his Blood is eternal, and the Mercies con- 
tained 1N It. 

2. The perfection of his Sacrifice is evident, by 
its explating univerſally the Guilt of all Tranſ- 
greſhons. *Tis true, Sins in their own nature are 
difterent; ſome have a Crimſon Guilt attending 
them, and accordingly Conſcience ſhould be affet- 
cd : But the Grace of the Goſpel makes no diffe- 
rence 
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rence. The Apoſtle tells us, that the Blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sins : whatever the kinds, 
degrees and circumſtances are. As the Del uge 0- 
verflowed the higheſt Mountains, as well as the 
leaſt Hill ; ſo pardoning Mercy covers Sins of the 
firſt magnitude as well as the ſmalleſt. Under the 
Law, one Sacriiice could cxpiate but one Offence, 
tho but againſt a Carnal Commandment ; but this 
one waſhes away the Guilt of all Sins againſt the 
Moral Law. And in that Diſpenſation no Sacri- 
fices were inſtituted for ldolatry, Adultery, Mur- 
der, and other Crimes , which were certainly pu- 
niſh'd with Death. Bur under the Goſpel, Sins of 
what quality ſoever, if repented of, are pardoned. 
The Apoſtle having reckoned up Idolaters, Adulte- 
rers, and many other notorious Sinners that ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, tells the Corin- 
thians, (1 Cor. 6.11.) that ſuch were ſome of them; 
but they were ſanfiified, and juſtified in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. *Tis true, Thoſe who lin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, are excepted from Pardon : 
But the Reaſon is, becauſe the Death of Chriſt was 
not appointed for the Expiation of it : And there 
being no Sacrifice, there is no Satisfaction, ( Heb. 
10.26.) and conſequently no Pardon. The Wil- 
dom and Juſtice of God requires this Severity a- 
eainſt them : For sf he that deſpiſed Moſes Law died 
without Mercy, of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath troden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenant where- 
with he was ſanttified an unholy thing, and hath done de- 
ſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? Heb. 10. 28, 29. that is, 
they renounce their Redeemer as if he were not the 
Son of God, and vertually conſent to the cruel Sen- 
tence paſt againſt him, as if he had blaſphemed 
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ſin his Sufferings. How reaſonable is it they ſhould 
be for ever deprived of the Benefits, who obſtinate- 
ly reject the Means that purchaſed them ? 

2. The Death of Chriſt hath procured Grace for 
Men. We made a Forfeiture of our Original Ho- 
lineſs, and were righteouſly deprived of it. And 
till Divine Juſtice was appeaſed, all Influences of 
Grace were ſuſpended. Now the Death of Chrift 
opened Heaven, and brought down the Spirit, who 
is the Principle of Rznovation in us. The World lay 
#n wickedneſs, 1 Joh. 2. 19. as a Carcaſe in the Grave, 
inſenſible of its horror and corruption. The holy 
Spirit hath inſpired it with a new Life, and by a 
marvellous Change hath cauſed Purity to ſucceed 
Pollution. 

3. The receiving Believers into Heaven 1s a con- 
vincing proof of the Alſufficiency of his Sacrifice. 
For Juſtice will not permit that Glory and Immor- 
tality, which are the Priviledges of the Righteons, 
ſhould be given to guilty and defiled Creatures. 
Therefore our Saviour's firſt and greateſt Work was 
to remove the Bar that excluded us from the place 
of Felicity. *Tis more difficult to juſtify a Sinner, 
than to glorify a Saint. The Goodneſs of God in- 
clines Him to beſtow Happineſs on thoſe who are 
not obnoxious to the Law ; but his Jultice was to be 
aton*d by Sufferings. Now what ſtronger Argu- 
ment can there be, that God Is infinitely pleaſed 
- with what his Son hath done and ſuffered for his 
People, than the taking of them into his Preſence to 
fee his Glory ? The Apoſtle ſets down this Order in 
the Work of our Redemption, Heb.5. 9. That Chrift 
being made perfett by Sifferings;, that is, having con- 
ſummated that part of his Office which reſpeted 
the Expiation of Sin, He became the Author 'of eter- 
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obſervable, that the Scripture attributes to the 
Death of Chriſt, not only Satisfation, whereby we 
are redeemed from Puniſhment ; but ſuch a redun- 
dant Merit, as purchaſes for us Adoption, and all 
the glorious Prerogatives of the Children of God. 
Upon theſe accounts his Blood hath a double Effica- 
cy ; Gal. 3. 4, 5- As the Blood of the Covenant, it 
procured our Peace ; Heb. 13.20. as the Blood of 
the Teftament, Luke 22. 20. It conveys to us a T'1- 
tle to Heaven it ſelf ; according to that of St. Paul, 
Heb. 10. 19. We have boldneſs to enter into the Holieit 
by bis Blood. 

[ will remove two ſlender Prejudices againſt this 
Doctrine : 

1. That Repentance and Faith are required in or- 
der to the partaking of the precious Benefits which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed, doth not leſlen the Merit of 
his Death, and the compleatneſs of the SatisfaCtion 
made to God by it. For we mult conſider : 

There 1s a great difference between the payment 
of that the Law requires by the Debtor, and the 
payment of that which was not in the original Ob- 
__ by another in his ſtead. Upon the paiment 
of the firſt, atual Freedom immediately follows. 
If a Debtor pays the Sum he ows, or a Criminal en- 
dures the Puniſhment of the Law, they ure actually 
diſcharged, and never liable to be ſued or ſuffer a- 
gain. But when the ſum that the Law requires is 
not paid, but ſomething elſe, by another ; the re- 
leaſe of the Guilty is ſuſpended upon thoſe Conditi- 
ons, which he that freely makes SatisfaCtion, and 
the Governour who by favour accepts it, are plea- 
ſed to appoint. Now 'tis thus in the tranſattion of 
our Redemption : Chriſt laid down his Life for us, 
and this was not the very thing in ſtrict ſenſe thar 
the Law required ; For according to the threatning, 
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the Soul that ſins ſhall die ,, the Delinquent in his ow 
Perſon was to ſuffer the Penalty : and there was no 
neceſlity natural or moral that obliged God to ad- 
m:t of his Satisfaction for our Diſcharge, but in ri- 
gour of Juſtice he might refuſe it. 1f the Law had 
expreit that the Sinner or his Surety ſhould ſuffer, 
there had been no need of a better Covenant. But 
in this the Grace of God ſo illuſtriouſly appears, that 
by his ajppointment the Puniſhment of the Guilty 
was transferr'd to the Innocent, who voluntarily 
undertcok for them. In this reſpect God truly par- 
dons Sin, tho he received intire Satisfaction ; for he 
might in right have refuſed it. 

Now theſe things being ſuppoſed, although the 
Bloud of Chriſt was a Price fo precious that It can 
only be valued by God that received it, and might 
worthily have redeemed a thouſand Worlds ; yet the 
Effects of it are to he diſpenſed according to the e- 
| ternal Covenant between the Father and the Son, 
and the tenour of it is revealed in the Goſpel, v:z. 
that Repentance and Faith are the Conditions, upon 
which the obtaining Pardon of Sin, and all the Bleſ- 
ſings which are the conſequents of it, depends : 
Thus Chriſt who makes Satisfaction, and God that 
accepts it, declare. The Commiſſion of the Apo- 
ſtles from his own Mouth, was, to preach Kepentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins in bis Name to all Nations, Luk, 
24- 47. and he was exalted by God to be a Prince, and 
a Saviour, for to give Repent ance to Iſrael, and Forgrue- 
eſs of Sin, ACQts 5. 31. 

The<cſtabliſhing of this Order is not a meer poſi- 
tive Command, wherein the Will of the Law-giver 
15 the ſole Ground of our Duty ; but there is a ſpe- 
cial Congrulty and Reaſon in the Nature of the 
thing it ſelf. For Chriſt hath ſatisfied Juſtice, that 
God may exerciſe pardoning Mercy in ſuch a man- 
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ner as is ſuitable to his other Perfeftions. Now *tis 
contrary to his Wiſdom to diſpenſe the precious Be- 
nefits of his Son's Blood to impenitent Unbelievers ; 
to give ſuch rich Pearls, and ſo dearly bought, to 
Swine that will trample them under their feet ; to 
beſtow Salvation on thoſe who deſpiſe the Saviour. 
Tis contrary to his Holineſs to forgive thoſe who 
will ſecurely abuſe his Favour, as if his Pardon were 
a Priviledg and Licenſe to ſin againſt him. Nay, fi- 
nal Impenitency is unpardonable to Mercy it ſelf. 
For the Objects of Jultice and Mercy cannot be the 
ſame : Now an impenitent Sinner 1s neceſſarily un- 
der the revenging Juſtice of God. 'Tis no diſpa- 
ragement to his Omnipotency that he cannot ſave 
ſuch : For although God can do whatſocver hewill, 
yet he can will nothing but what is agreeable to his 
Nature. Not that there is any Law above God that 
obliges him to at, but he is a Law to himſelf. And 
the more excellent his Perfections are, the leſs he can 
contradict them. As cis no Reflection upon his 
Power that he cannot die, neither is it that he can 
do nothing unbecoming his Perfeftions. On the 
contrary, it implies Weakneſs to be liable to any 
{uch Act. Thus ſuppoling the Creature holy, is is 
impollible but he ſhould love it : not that he ows 
any thing to the Creature, but in regard he is in- 
hnitely good : and if impenitent and obſtinate in 
Sin, he cannot but hate and puniſh it ; not that he 
1s accountable for his Actions, but becauſe he is infi- 
nitely Juſt. And from hence it appears, that the 
requiring of Repentance and Faith in order to the 
actual partaking of the Bleſſings our Redeemer pur- 
chaſed, doth not diminiſh the value of his Satisfa- 
ction 3 they being not the cauſes of Pardon, but nc- 
cellary Qualifications in the Subject that receives it. 
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2. It doth not leſſen the Compleatneſs of his Sa- 
tisfaftion, that Believers are liable to Afiftions and 
Death. For theſe are continued according to the a- 
 greement between God and our Redeemer, for 0- 
ther Ends than Satisfaction to Juſtice, which was 
fully accompliſh*d by him. This will appear by ſe- 
veral Conſiderations : 

1. Some Afflicttions have not the nature of a Pu- 
niſhment, but are intended only for the exerciſe of 
their Graces ; that the trial of their Faith, Patience, 
and Hope being much more precious than of Gold that pe- 
riſheth, though it be tried with Fire, might be found un- 
to Praiſe, 1 Pet.1. 7. Now theſe Afﬀflictions are the 
occaſion of their Toy, and in order to their Glory. 
Of this kind are all the Sufferings that Chriſtians en- 
- dure for the promotion of the Goſpel. Thus the 
- Apoſtles eſt:zemed themſelves dignified, in ſuffering 
what was contumelious and reproachful for the 
Name of Chriſt, A.5.41. And St. Pasl interprets 
it as a ſpecial Favour, that God calPd forth the 
Philippians to the Combate, Phil. 1. 29. To you it #5 
given in the behalf of Chriſt to ſuffer : Not only the 
Graces of Faith and Fortitude, but the Afﬀfiction 
was given. So Believers are declared Happy, 1 Pet. 
4. 14. when they are Partakers of Chriſt's Sufferings : 
for the Spirit of Glory reſts on them. Now it is evident 
that Afflictions of this Nature are no Puniſhments. 
For ſince ?tis eſſential to Puniſhment to be inflicted 
for a Fault, and every Fault hath a twrpitude in it ; 
it neceſſarily follows, that Puniſhment which is the 
Brand of a Crime muſt be always attended with In- 
famy, and the Sufferer under Shame. But Chriſtians 
are honourable by their Sufferings for God, as they 
conform them to the [mage of bis Son, who was 
conſecrated by Sufferings« 
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2. Afflitions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpect 
to a Sin committed, but to prevent the commitlion 
of it : and this diſtinguiſhes them from Puniſh- 
ments. For the Law deters from Evil, not by in- 
ficting, but threatning the Penalty : But in the 
Divine Diſcipline there is another Reaſon : God 
afflits to reitrain from Sin : As St. Paul, 2 Cor. 1 2. 
7, had 4 Thorn #n the Fleſh to prevent Pride. 

3. Thoſe Evils that are inflicted on Believers for 
Sin, do not diminiſh the Power and Value of 
Chriſt's Paſſion. For we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
Puniſhments which are meerly caſtigatory for the 
200d of the Offender, and that are purely vind- 
five for the juſt Satisfaction of the Law. Now 
Believers are liable to the firſt, but are freed from 
the other : For Chriſt hath redeemed them from the 
Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for them. 

The Popiſh Doctrine of SatisfaCtion to offended 
Juſtice by our ſuffering temporal Evils, is attended 
with many pernicious Conſequences : 

r. It robs the Croſs of Chriſt of one part of its 
Glory ; asif ſomething were left to us make up in 
the degrees and virtue of his Sufferings.* 

2. It reflefts on God's Juſtice, as if he exatted 
two different SatisfaCtions for Sin : the one from 
Chriſt our Surety, the other from the Sinner. 

3. It diſparages his Mercy, in making Him to 
puniſh whom He pardons, and to inflift a Penalty 
after the Sin is remitted. 

4. 'Tis dangerous to Man, by feeding a falſe Pre- 
ſumption in him ; as if by the merit of his Suffer- 
ings, he could expiate Sin, and obtain part of that 
Salvation which we entirely owe to the Death of 
our Redeemer. 

The difference between Chaſtiſements, and pure- 
ly vinaittive Puniſhments, appears in three things : 
1. In 
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1. In the Cauſes from whence they proceed” 
The leverelt Sufferings of the Godly are not the 
Effects of the Civine Vengeance. ?T1s true, they 
are Evidences of God's Diſpleaſure againſt them 
for Sin, but not of Hatred. For being reconciled 
to them in Chriſt, He bcars an unchangeable Aﬀe- 
ction to them : and Love cannot hate, though it 
may be angry. The Motwe that excites God 
to correct them, 1s Love : according to that Te- 
ſtimony- of the Apoltle, Whom the Lord loves he 
chaſtens, Heb. 12. 6. As ſometimes out of his ſe- 
vereſt diſpleaſure He forbears to ſtrike, and con- 
demns obſtinate Sinners to Proſperity here ; ſo from 
the tendereſt Mercy he afflicts his own. But purely 
vinaittive Judgments proceed from meer wrath. 

2. They difter in their Meaſures. The Evils that 
Believers {uiler are always proportioned to their 
ſtrength. They arc not the ſudden Eruptions of 
Anger, bat delibetate Diſpenſations. David de- 
precatcs God's Judgment as 'tis oppoſed to Favour, 
Enter not into Fudgment with thy Servant, O Lord ; 
Pſal. 143.2. and Jeremiah dclires God's Judgment 
2s ?*tis oppoſed to Fury, Correft me, O Lord, in thy 
Tudgment, not in thy Fury, Jer. 19. 24. ?Tis the 
gracious Promiſe ot God to David, 2 Sam. 7.14. 
with reſpect to Solomon, If be commit Iniquity, I 
will chaſten him with the Rod of Men, and with 
the Stripes of the Children of Men; that is, Cha- 
ſtiſe him moderately : For in the ſtile of the 
Scripture, as things are magnihed by the Epithet Di- 
vine, or of God; as the Cedars of God, that is, 
very tall ; and une is called the City of God, that 
15, very great : So to ſignifie things that are in a 
meatocrity, the Scripture uſes the Epithet humane, or 
of Men. And according to the Rule of Oppoſition, 
the Rod of God is an extraordinary Affliction which 
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deſtroys the Sinner ; 'tis ſuch a Puniſhment as a Man 
can neither inflit, nor endure : But the Rod of 
Men is a moderate Correction, that doth not ex- 
ceed the ſtrength of the Patient. But every purely 
vindiftive Puniſhment which the Law pronounces, 
is in proportion to the nature of the Crime, not the 
ſtrength of the Criminal. | 

3. They are diſtinguiſh*d by the intention and 
end of God in inflicting them : 

1. In Chaſliſements God primarily deſigns * the 
profit of his People, That they may be partakers of hs 
Holineſs, Heb. i 2. 1c. When they are ſecure and 
carnal, He awakens Conſcience by the ſharp Voice 
of the Rod ; to reilect npon Sin, to make them ob- 
ſerva:t for the future, to render their Aﬀections 
more indifferent to the World, and ſtronger to- 
wards Fieaven. The Apoſtle exprelles ( 1 Cor. 11. 
32.) tlie nature of Chaitiſements, When we are 
judged, we are wmitrutted by the Lord: They are 
more lively Leſlons 11;..: thoſe which are by the 
Word alone, and make a deeper impreſſion upon 
the Heart. David acknowledges, Before he was 
afflited, he went aitray ;, but now have I kept thy Words, 
Plal. 119. 67. Corrupt Nature makes God?s Fa- 
vours pernicious, but his Grace makes our Puniſh- 
ments profitable. Briefly, They are not Satisfa- 
tions for what 1s paſt, but admonirions for the time 
to come. But purely v:indi&:ve Judgments are not 
inflicted for the reformation of an Offender, but to 
preſerve the Honour of the Sovereign, and Pub- 
lick Order, and to make compenſation for the 
breach of the Law. If any advantage accrue to 
the Offender, *tis accidental, and beſides the inten- 
tion of the Judg. 

2. The end of Chaſtiſements upon Believers is 
to prevent their final deſtruction : When we are 
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Tudged, we are Chaſtened of the Lord, that we may 
not be condemned with the World, i Cor. 11, And 
this ſweetens and allays all their Sufferings. As the 
Pſalmiſt declares, Let the Righteous ſmite me, and it 

all be a kindneſs ; let him reprove me, it ſhall be an 
excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my Head. But 
the YVindittive Puniſhment of a MalefaCtor, is not 
to prevent his Condemnation ; for Death is ſome- 
times the Sentence. In this reſpect the temporal 
EvHs that befal the Wicked and the Godly, though 
materially the ſame, yet legally differ. For to the 
Wicked they are as ſo many ecarneſts of the com- 
pleat paiment they ſhall make to Juſtice in another 
World ; the beginning of Eternal Sorrows : but 
to the Godly they are in order to their Salvation. 
They are as the Red-Sea, through which the 1/rae- 
lites paſt tothe Land of Promiſe, but the Egypr:- 
ans were drowned in it. Briefly, their Sufferings 
differ as much in their iſlue, as the Kingdoms of 
Heaven and of Hell. 

2, That Death remains to Believers, doth not 
leſſen the perfection of Chriſt's Satisfation. *Tis 
true, conſidered abſolutely, 'tis the Revenge of the 
Law for Sin, and the greateſt temporal Evil ; ſo 
that it may ſeem ſtrange, that thoſe who are Re- 
deemed by an All-ſufficient Ranſom, ſhould. pay 
this Tribute to the King of Terrors. But the Na- 
ture of 1t is changed 3 *tis a Curſe to the Wicked 
inflicted for Satisfaction to Juſtice, but a Priviledg 
to Believers : as God appointing the Rainbow to 
be the Sign of his Covenant, that he would drown 
the World no more, ordain'd the fame Waters to 
be the Token of his Mercy, which were the Inſtru- 
ment of his Juſtice. Bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
the Lord, Rev. 14.13. And the Pſalmiſt tell ns, 
Pſal. 16. 19. that precious #2 the ſight of the Lord Fo 
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the Death of hu Saints : Chriſt hath taken away 
what is truly deſtructive in it. *Tis continued for 
their advantage. 

1. Corruption hath ſo depraved the ſenſitive ap- 
petite, that during our natural State we are not in- 
tirely freed from it : but Death that deſtroys the 
natural frame of the Body, puts an end to Sin. 
And in this reſpe&, there 1s a great difference 
between the Death of Chriſt and of Believers : the 
End of his was to remove the guilt of Sin, of 
theirs to extinguiſh the Reliques of it. 

2. *Tis a delivery from Temporal Evils, and an 
entrance into Glory. Death and Deſpair feize on 
the Wicked at once, but the Righteow hath hope 
in his Death. 

3. The Grave ſhall give up its Spoils at the laſt. 
{t retains the Body for a time, not to deſtroy, but 
purifie it. Our Saviour tells us, that whoever believes 
on him ſhall not ſee Death, for he will raiſe them up 
at the laſt Day, John 11. He that dies a Man, ſhall 
revive an Angel, cloathed with Light and Immorta- 
lity. I will conclude this argument with the words 
of St. Anſtsn : (Lib. 1 3.de Civ.Det,c.q.) Ablato cri- 
mints nexu, reliftta eſt murs, Nunc vero majore & 
mitabiliore gratia Saluatoris in uſus juſtitie peccats 
para eft converſa. Tum enim dittum eſt Homini, mo- 
rieris ſi peccaveris, nnnc ditlum eſt Martyri, morere 
ne pecces. Et fic per ineffabilem Des miſericordiam & 
ipſa pana vitiorum tranſit in arma virtutys,, & fit juſts 
meritum etiam ſupplicium peccators, Although the 
Gullt of Sin is removed, yet Death remains. But 
by the admirable Grace of the Redeerger, the pu- 
niſhment of Sin is made an advantage to Holineſs. 
The Law threatned Man with Death if he ſinned ; 
the Goſpel commands a Martyr to die, that he 
may not Sin. And thus by the uuſpeakable _ 

the 
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of God, the Puniſhment of Vice becomes the'Se- 
curity of Vertue;z and that which was Revenge 
upon the Sinner, gives to the Righteous a title to 


2 Glorious Reward. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Prattical Inferences. Inthe Death of Chriſt there ts 
the cleareſt diſcovery of the Evil of Sin, The 
ſtriftneſs of Divine Juſtice ts mo#t viſible in it. The 
Conſideratation of the Ends of Chriſt's Death takes 
off the ſcandal of the Croſs, and changes the Offence 

| anto admiration, The Satisfattion of Fuſtice by 
Chriſt's Sufferings affords the ſtronge#t aſſurance that 
Ged is ready to pardon Sinners. The abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of complying with the Terms of the Goſpel for 
Fuſtilication. There are but two ways of appearing 
before the Supreme Judg : either in Innocence, or 
by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, The Cauſes why Men 
reject Chriſt are, a legal Temper that us natural to 
them, and the predommant love of Sin. The unavoi- 
dable miſery of all that will not ſubmit to our Savi- 


OY, 


1. [Rom hence we may diſcover molt clearly the 

evil of Sin, which no Sacrifice could expt- 
ate but the Blood of the Son of God. 'Tis true, 
the internal Malignity of Sin, abſtracted from tits 
dreadful Effefts, is moſt worthy of our hatred : 
For 'tis in its own Nature direct Enmity againſt 
God, and obſcures the Glory of all his Attributes. 
"Tis the violation of his Majeſty, who is the uni- 
verſal Sovereign of Heaven and Earth. A con- 
trariety to his Holineſs, which ſhines forth in his 
Law. A deſpiling his Goodneſs, the ny” "a 


- in Contriving Dan's Redemption. 28g 
Qbedience. The contempt of his Omnifciencez 
which ſees every Sin when 'tis committed. The 
flighting of his terrible Juſtice and Power, as if 
the Sinner could ſecure himſelf from his Indignati- 
on. Adenialof his 'Truth, as if the Threatning 
were a vain Terror to ſcare Men from Sin. And all 
this done voluntarily, to pleaſean irregular corrupt 
Appetite, by a deſpicable'Creature, who abſolutely: 
depends upon God for his Being and Happineſs. 
Theſe Conſiderations ferioully pondered , are 
moſt proper to diſcover the extremity of its Evil: 
But ſenſible Demonſtrations are moſt powerful to 
convince and affeCt us : and thoſe are taken from 
the fearful Puniſhments that are inflicted for Sin. 
Now the Torments of Hell, which are the juſt 
and full recompence of Sin, are not ſenſible. till 
they are inevitable. And temporal Judgments can- 
not fully declare the infinite Diſpleaſure of 
God againſt the wilful contempt of his Authori- 
ty. But in the Sufferings of Chriſt *tis expreſt 
to the utmoſt. If Juſtice it ſelf had rent the 
Heavens, and come down in the moſt vilible 
Terror to revenge the Rebellions of Men, it could 
never have made ſtronger impreſſions upon us than 
the Death of Chriſt duly couſidered. The De=- 
ſtruction of the World by Water, the miraculous 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah by ſhowers of-Fire, 
and all other the moſt terrible Judgments, do not 
afford ſuch a ſenſible inſtruftion of, the evil of Sin. 
If we regard the Dignity of his Perſon, and the 
depth of his Sufferings, He is an unparalleI'd Exam« 
le of God's Indignation for the breach of his Holy 
w. For He that was the Son of God, and the 
Lord of Glory, was made a Man of Sorrows. He 
endured Deriſion, Scourgings, Stripes, and at laſt 
a cruel and curſed Death. The Holy of Holies 
| Y Wa$ 
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was cruciied between two Theives. By how much 
the Life of Chriſt was more precious than the lives 
of all Men, ſo much in his Death doth the Wrath 
of God appear more fully againſt Sin, than it 
would in'the deſtruftion of the whole World of 
Sinners. And His Spiritual Sufferings infinitely ex- 
ceededt alt His Corporeal. The Impreflions of Wrath 
that were inflited by God's immediate Hand upon 
his Saul, forced from him thoſe ſtrong. Cries, that 
moved alt the Powers of Heaven & Earth with Com- 
pallon. If the Curtain were drawn alide, aud we 
bould look into the Chambers of Death,where Sin- 
ners le: down in Sorrow for ever, and hear the woful 
Expreſſions and deep Complaints of the Damned, 
with what horror and! diſtra&tion they fpeak of 
their Tormenpts, we could not have a filler tefti- 
mony- of God's Iafinite-dFpleaſare againſt Sin; than 
inthe Anguth and Agonies of our Redecnjer. For 
whatever his. Sutferings. were-in kind, yet in thetr 
degree and meaſure they were equally terrible with 
thoſe that condemned Sinners endure. Now; how 
is 1t. poſlible-that Rational Agents ſhould freely, in 
the. open, Light," for -periſhing Vanities, ©' dare to 
commit 1in.? Can they avoid or endure/the Wrath 
of an. lncenſed God ? If God ſpared not his Son 
when he.came in.the ſmilitude of ſinful Fleſh, how 
thall Stnners who are deeply and univerfally defiled, 
eſcape ! Can they fortifie themſelves againſt the Sy- 
preme Judg ? Can they encounter with the fury of 
the Almighty, the. apprehenſions of* which made 
the Soul, of \Chrift beavy. unto Death? Have they-pa- 
Lience ta bear that for ever, which: was: to-Chriit, 
who had the ſtrength of the Deity to- ſupport him, 
intolerable for a few hours? If it were to with the 
green Tree, what will become of the- Dry when 
expoſed. to the fiery Trial-? If he that was —_ 
All 
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and Innocent ſaffered ſo dreadfully, what maft 
they expe who add Imptenitency ro thetr Gels; 
and live itt the bold commiſſion of Sin; without 2& 
fletion and remorſe ? What prodigious Mardnefs 14 
it ro drink, Iniquity like Water,” is a tatmels thing; 
when *tis a Poiſon ſo deadly. that the leaſt & 
of it brings certain ruin ? Whit defperate Folly, 
to have ſlight apprehenſſons' of that, which is: at- 
tended with the firſt and ſecond Death? NotHri 
but unreaſ$table [nfidelity arid Inconſideration & 
make Men venturous to provoke thr living Gott, who 
is infinitely fenfibfe of theit Sins, arid who both 
can and will moft terribly puniſh then for &yer. 

2. The ſtrineſs of Divine Juſfice polls; that 
required SatisfaQtion equivalent to' thi defert of 
Sin. The narural Notion of the Deity; a# the 
Governour 6f' the World, inftrutted the Heathiens! 
that the tranfFteſſion of his 'Ei\vs we hrihy of 
Death, Ron. 1. 31. This proves that the Obligas 
tion to punIſkiriebr doth not” arife from the'meer 
Will of God, whctris CURIE by Revela- 
tion ; but is foimded in tht natute of thinks, avid 
by its own Light is manifeſted to rexſbtiableCrea- 
fures. From hente they inferr&f, tlizt it'Wis not 
becoming the Divine Nature, asqualifted'with' the 
relation of Supreme Rultr, to'pardoti Sin without 
Satisfaftion, This appeats by the Sacrifices' and 
Ceremonies, the” Religions and Expiations which 
were performed” by the mbſt iptibrant Nation*. And 
although they infinitely abuſed' themſelves: in rhe 
coniceit they had of their preterided Efficacy and 
Virtue z yet the univerſal Conſent of Mankind 
in the belief that SatisfaRtivn was neceſſary, de- 
clares it to be true. This, as other natbral Do- 
Qtrines, is mote fully revealed by Scripture. . Under 
the Law without" ſhedding of Hool there was'ne remfe- 
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ſion, Heb. 9. 22. not that common Blood could. 
make Satisfaction for Sin, but. God commanded 
there ſhould be a viſible mark of its neceſlity in the 
Worſhip offer'd to him, and a prefiguration that 
it ſhould be accompliſh'd by a Sacrifice eternally ef- 
ficacious. 
| And the Occonomy of our Salyation clearly proves, 
that to preſerve the Honour of God?s Govern- 
ment, *twas moſt fit Sin ſhould be puniſh'd, that 
Sinners might be pardoned. For nothing was 
more repugnant to the Will of God abſolutely con- 
ſidered, than the Death of his Beloved Son ; and 
the natural Will of Chriſt was averſe from it. 
What then moved that Infinite Wiſdom, which 
wills nothing but what is perfeQly reaſonable, to 
ordain that Event ? Why ſhould it take ſo great a 
Circuit, if the way was ſo ſhort, that by pure Fa- 
vour, Without Satisfaftion, Sin might have been 
pardoned ? Our Saviour declares the neceſlity of 
his ſuffering Death, ſuppoſing the nierciful Will of 
his Father to ſave us, when He ſaith, that as Moſes 
lifted up the S _ in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoſoever belitves tm 
bim ſhould xot persſh. Tis true, Since God had 
foretold and prefigured his Death by the Oracles 
and Aftions under the Law, it neceſſarily came to 
paſs. But to conſider things exattly,the unchange- 
able truth of Types and Prophecies is not the pri- 
mitive. and main reaſon of the neceſſity of things, 
but only a ſign of the certainty of the Event. In 
ftriftneſs, things do not arrive becauſe of their 
Prediction, but are foretold becauſe they ſhall ar- 
rive. It is apparent there was a Divine Decree be- 
fore the Prophecies”; and that in the Light of God's 
Infinite Knowledg things are, before they were 
foretold. So 'tis not ſaid, a May muſt be of 
ruady 
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raddy Complexion, becauſe. his Pifture is ſo ;, but 
on the contrary, becauſe he is ruddy, his Pifture 
mult be ſo. That Chriſt by dying on the Croſs 
ſhould redeem Man, was the reaſon that the Ser- 
pent of Braſs was erected on a Pole to heal the 
Iſraelites, and not on the contrary. Briefly, the 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes this neceſlity of Satisfaftion as 
an evident Principle, when be proves wilful Apo- 
ſtates to be incapable of Salvation, becauſe there re- 
mains no more Sacrifice for Sin : For the Conſequence 
were of no force, if Sin might be pardoned with- 
out Sacrifice, that is, without Satisfaction. 

3. This Account of Chriſt's Death takes off the 
ſcandal of the Croſs, and changes the Offence into 
admiration. *Twas foretold of Chriſt, that be 
ſhould be a Stone of ſtumbling, and a Rock of offence ; 
Luk. 2. 34. not a juſt Cauſe, but an occaſion of 
offence to the corrupt Hearts of Men, and princi- 
pally for his Sufferings. The Jews were pleaſed 
with the titles of Honour given to the Meſſiah, 
that he ſhould be a King, Powerful and Glorious : 
but that Poverty, Diſgrace and the ſuffering Death 
ſhould be his CharaQter, they could not endure : 
therefore they endeavoured to pervert the ſenſe of 
the Prophets. His Difciples who attended him in 
his mean State, expected thoſe ſad Appearances 
would terminate in viſible Glory and Greatneſs : 
but when they ſaw him arreſted by his Enemies, 
Condemned and Crucified, this was ſo oppolite to 
their expectation, that they fainted under the Dif- 
appointment ; and when Chriſt was Preach'd to 
the Gentile World, they rejeted him with ſcorn. 
His Death ſeemed ſo contrary to the Dignity of 
his Perſon, and Deſign of his Office, that they 
could not reliſh the Doctrine of the Goſpel. They 


judged it abſurd, to expect Life from one that was 
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labjefted to Death, and Bleſſefneſs from. him that, 
was made @ Curſe. To thoſe wha look on the 
Death of Chriſt with the Eyes of carnal Wiſdom, 
and according to the Laws of corrupt Reaſon, it 
appears folly and weakneſs, and moſt unworthy of 
God : (p) but if we conſider it in its Principles 
and Ends, all the Prejudices vaniſh, and we clearly 
difcover it to be the maſt noble and eminent effcct 
of the Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs and Juſtice of 
God. Accordingly the Apofile tells the Jews, Him 
being delivered by the determinate counſel, and fare- 
bnowledg of God they have taken, and by wicked hands 
bave crucifcd and ſlain. The Initruments were 
deeply guilty in ſhedding that immaculate Blood 3 
yet we muſt not terminate our thoughts on them, 
but aſcend to the fupreme Diſpoſer, by whoſe 
Wiſe and Holy Decree that Event came to pals. 
To the cyeof Senſe 'twas a ſpectacle of Horrour, 
that a 'perfect Innocent ſhould be cruelly tormen- 


ted ; but ta the Eye of Faith, under that ſad and 
ignominious pc there was a Divine Mvite- 


ry, able to raiſe our Wonder, and raviſh our Aﬀe- 
C&ions. Eor he that was nailed to the Croſs, was 
really the Son of God, and the Saviour of Men : 
his Death, with all the penal Circumſtances of D1ſ- 
honour and Pain, is the: only Expiation af Sin, and 
Satisfaction to Juſtice. He by offering up his Blood, 
appeas d the Wrath of God, quench'd the flaming 
Sword that made Paradiſe macceſhble to us; be 
took away Sin, the true diſhonour of our Natures, 
and purchaſed for us the Graces of the Spirit, the 
rKchelt Ornaments of the reaſonable Creature. 

The 


) De cruce Chriſtj nobjs inſulram Sapjentes,hujus mundi, 
E citcunt, Quale cor habetis, qui Deum coltus Crucifixum ? Auge 
AT), de verb. Apolt, | | 
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The Dottrine of the Croſs is the only Foundation 
of the Goſpel, thar unites all its Parts, and ſupports 
the whole Bailding. ?Tis the cauſe of our Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace, of our Redemption and Reconci- 
lation. How blefled an Exchange have the Merits of 


his Sufferings made with thoſe of our Sins? Life in- 
ſtead of Death, Glory for Shame, and Happineſs for 
Miſery.For this reaſon the ApoſHe with vehemence de- 
clares, Gal.6. 1 4.that to be the ſole ground of his boa- 
ſting and triumph, which others eſteemed a cauſe of 
blaſhing; God forbid that I ſhoald glory ſave in the 
Croſs of Chrift. He rejefts with extreme deteſtation 
the mention of any other thing, as the cauſe of his 
Happineſs, and matter of his Glory. The Croſs 
was a Tr:e of Death to Chriſt, and of Life to us. 
The Supreme Wiſdom is juſtified of its Children. 

4. The Satisfation of Divine Juſtice by the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, affords the ſtrongeſt aſſurance to 
Man, who is a guilty and ſuſpicious Creature, that 
God is moſt ready to pardon Sin. There is in the 
natural Conſcience, when opened by a piercing con- 
viction of Sin, ſuch a quick ſenſe of Guilt and God's 
Juſtice, that it can never have an intire Confidence 
in his Mercy till Juſtice be atoned. From hence the 
convinced Sinner is reſtleſly inquiſitive, how to find 
out the way of Reconciliation with a righteous God. 
"'Thns he 1s repreſented inquiring by the Prophet ; 
Mic.6. 6.7. Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow my ſelf before the moſt High God ? Shall I come before 
him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of a year old ? 
Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or with 
ten thouſand Rivers of Oil ? Shall I give my firſt-born 
for my Tranſpreſſion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 
of my Soul ? The Scripture tells us that ſome conſu- 
med their Children to render their Idols favourable 
to them. But all theſe means were ineffeual ; 
V 4 their 
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their moſt coſtly Sacrifices were only Food for the 
Fire. Nay, inſtead of expiating their old, they 
committed new Sins ; and were ſo far from appea- 
ſing, that they inflamed the Wrath of God by their 
cruel Oblations. But in the Goſpel there is the moſt 
rational and eaſy way propounded for the Satisfa- 
Ction of God and the Juſtification of Man. The 
Righteouſneſt of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in 
thy Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? (that , to 
bring down Chriſt from above: ) Or who ſhall deſcend 
:nto the deep? (that 1s, to bring up Chriit again from 
the dead : ) But if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe inthy Heart that God hath 
raiſed bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom. 
10. 6,7, 9. The Apoſtle ſets forth the anxiety of 
an awakened Sinner, he is at a loſs to find out a way 
to eſcape Judgment : for things that are on the ſur- 
face of the Earth, or floating on the Waters, 
are within our view, and may be obtained ; but 
thoſe which are above our Underſtanding. to diſco- 
ver, or Power to obtain, are proverbially ſaid to 
be 1p the Heavens above, or in the Deeps. And tis 


applied here to the different ways of Juſtification, 
by the Law, and by the Goſpel. The Law pro- 


pounds Life-upon an impoſſible condition ; but the 
Goſpel clearly reveals to us, that Chriſt hath perfor- 
med what is neceſlary for our Juſtification, and that 


-by a lively and pra#ical Faith we ſhall have an Inte- 
'reſt init. The Lord Jeſus being aſcended, hath 
you us a convincing Proof, that the Propitzation 
'for our Sins 1s perfect : For otherwiſe he had not 


been received into God?s Sanftuary. Therefore to 


be under Perplexities how we may be juſtified, is to 


deny the value of his Righteouſneſs, and the truth 
of his Aſcenſion. And ſay not, who ſhall deſcend in- 


ate 


? 
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ate Sin ? This is to deny the virtue of his Death, 
whereby he appeaſed God, and redeemed us from 
the Wrath to come. In the Law the condemning 
Righteouſneſs of God is made viſible, in the Go- 
ſpel his juſtifying Righteouſneſs is revealed, from 
Faith to Faith, Rom. 1.17. And this is an infalli- 
ble proof of its 4vine Deſcent. For whereas all 0- 
ther Religions either ſtupify Conſcience, and harden 
it in carnal Security, or terrify it by continual A- 
larms of Vengeance ; the Goſpel alone hath diſco- 
vered how God may ſhew Mercy to repenting Sin- 
ners without Injury to his Juſtice. The Heathens 
robb*d one Attribute to enrich another. Either they 
conceived God to be indulgent to their Sins, and 
eaſy to pardon, to the Prejudice of his Juſtice z or 
cruel and revengeful, tothe Diſhonour of his Good- 
neſs : But Chriſtians are inſtrufted how theſe are 
wonderfully reconciled and magnified in our Re- 
demption. From hence there is a Divine Calm in 
the Conſcience, and that Peace which paſſeth Under- 
ſtanding. The Soul is not only freed from the Fear 
of God's Anger, but hath a lively Hope of his Fa- 
vour and Love. This is expreſt by the Apoſtle, Heb. 
12. 23. When he reckons among the Priviledges of 
Believers, that they are come to God the Fudg of all, 
and to Jeſus the Mediator of the New-Covenant, andto 
the Blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaks better things than the 
Blood of Abel. The apprehenſion of God as the 
Judg of the World, ſtrikes the guilty with Fear and 
Terror ; but as he is ſweetned by the Mediator, we 
may approach to him with confidence. For what 
Sins are there which ſo entire a Satisfaction doth 
not expiate? What Torments can they deſerve, 
which his Wounds and Stripes have not removed ? 
God is juſt as well as merciful in juſtifying thoſe who 
believe_in Jeſws. ?Tis not the quality of Sins, byt 
Ip (0 
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of Sinners, that excepts them from Pardon. Chriſt 
1: the golden Altar in Heaven for penitent Belitvers to 
{lic to, from whence God will never pluck any one 
to deſtroy him. 

5. From hence we may learn, how abſolute a ne- 
ceſlity there is for our coming to Chriſt for Juſtifica- 
tion. 

There are but two ways of appearing before the 
Righteous avd Supreme Judg : 

1. In Innocence and t1inlefs Obedience : Or. 2. 
By the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The one is by the 
Law, the other by Grace. And theſe two can never 
bz compounded ; for he that pleads Innocence, in 
that diſclaims Favour, and he that ſues for Favour, 
acknowledges Guilt, Now the firſt cannot be (ak 
forined by us. For entire Obedience to the Law 
ſuppoſes the Integrity of our Natares, there being 
a 1oral [mpoſſibility that the Faculties once corrup- 
red ſhould att regularly : But Man is ſtained with 
Origmal Sin from his Conception. And the form of 
the Law runs univerſally, Cxrſed i every one that 0- 
b:ys not in all things which are written in the Book of the 
Law to ds them, Gal. 3. 10. In theſe Scales one evil 
Work preponderates a thouſand good. If a Man 
were guilty but of ore lingle Error, his 1ntire Obe- 
dience afterwards could not fave him ; for that be- 
ing always due tothe Law, the paiment of it can- 
not diſcount for the former Debr. So that we can- 
not in any degree be juſtified by the Law ; for there 
is no middle between tranſgreſling, and not tranſ(- 
greſſing it. - He that breaks-one Article in a Cove- 
nant, cuts off hisclaim to any Benefit by it. 

Briefly, the Law juſtifies only the perfect, and 
condemns without diltinCtion all that are guilty. So 
that to pretend Juſtification by: the Works of it is 


a3 unreatonable, as for a Man to produce ln Goo 
tne 
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the Bond which obliges him to his Creditor, in teſti- 
mony that he ows him nothing. Whoever preſumes 
to appear before God?s Judgment-Seat in his own 
Righteouſnels ſhall be covercd with contuſion. 

2. By the Righteouſneſs of Chriit. This alone 
abſolves from the Guilt of Sin, ſaves from Hell, 
and can endure the trial of God?s Tribunal. * This 
the Apoſtle prized as his unvaluable Treaſure, Phil. 
3. 9. 1n compariſon of which all other things are but 
aroſs and dung : that I may be found in him, not having 
mine own Righteouſneſs, which 1s of the Law, but that 
which ts through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs 
which is of God by Faith. That which he ordained, 
and rewardcd ia the Perſon of our Redeemer, he 
cannot but accept. Now this Righteouſneſs is me- 
ritorioully imputed only to Believers : For depen- 
ding ſolely upon the Will of God as to its Being 
and Effefts, it cannot poſllibly be reckoned to any 
for their Benefit and advantage, but in that way 
which he hath appointed. The Lord Chriſt, who made 
Satisfation, tells us, that the Benefit of it is commu- 
nicated only through our Believing. God ſo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſocvuer 
believeth on him, ſhould xot periſh, Joh, 3. 16. As all 
Sins are mortal in reſpect oft their Guilt, but Death 
is not actually inflicted for them, upon the account 
of the Grace of the New Covenant : ſo all Sins are 
venial in reſpect of the SatisfaCtion made by Chriſt, 
but they are not a(tually pardaned, till the perfor- 
ming of the Condition to which Pardon is annex'd. 
Faith transfers the Guilt from che Sinner to the Sa- 
crifice. And this is not an Act reſtrained to the Un- 
derſtanding, but priagpally reſpefts the Will, by 
which we accept or refuſe Salvation. The Nature 
of it, is heſt expreſt by the Scripture-phraſe, Joh. 1. 
1a, the receiying Chriſt, which reſpefts the Terms 


upon 
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upon which God offers him in the Goſpel, (AF. 5. 
31.) tobe our Prince and Saviour. The State of Fa- 
vour begins upon our conſent to the New Covenant. 
And. how reaſonable is the Condition it requires ? 
how impoſlible is it to be otherwiſe ? God is recon- 
cilable by the Death of Chriſt, ſo that he may ex- 
erciſe Mercy without Injury to his Juſtice and Holji- 
neſs : He is willing and deſirous to be upon Terms 
of Amity with Men, but cannot be attually recon- 
ciled tillthey accept of them :, for Reconcilement is 
between two. Though God: upon the account of 
Chriſt is made placable to the humane Nature, þ 
which he is not to the Angelical in its lapſed State, 
and hath condeſcended ſo far as to offer Conditions 
of Reace to Men, yet they are reconciled at once. 
That Chriſt becomes an effeCtual Mediator, there 
muſt be the Conſent of both Parties. As God hath 
declared his by laying the Puniſhment of our Sins 
on Chriſt ; ſo Man gives his, by ſubmitting to the 
faw of Faith, And the great end of preaching 
the Goſpel is, to overcome the Obſtinacy of Men, 
and reconcile them to God and their Happineſs : 
We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt ;, and pray you in ChrifÞs 
ſtead, to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5.20. with this 
difference ; Chriſt furniſh'd the Means, they only 
bring the Meſſage of Reconciliation. Now Men: 
are with difficultly wroftght on to comply with the 
Conditions of Pardon by Chriſt : 

1. Upon the account of a Legal Temper that uni- 
verſally inclines them to ſeek for Juſtification by 
their own Works. This is moſt ſuitable to the 
Law and Light of Nature: for the tenour of the 
firſt Covenant was, Do, and live. So that the way 
of Goſpel-Juſtification, as ?ris ſupernatural in its diſ- 
covery, ſo in its contrariety to Man's Principles: 
Beſides, as Pride at firſt aſpir*d.to make Man wee 1-4 

© 0 
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ſo it tempts him to uſurp the Honour of Chriſt, to 
be his own Saviour. He is unwilling to ſtoop, that 
he may drink of the Waters of Life. Till the Heart 
by the weight of its guilt is broken in pleces, and 
loſes its former faſhion and figure, it will not hum- 
bly comply with the offer of Salvation for the Me- 
rits of another. And cis very remarkable,that up- 
on the firſt opening of the Goſpel, no Evangelical 
Doctrine was more diſreliſh'd by the Jews, than 
Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs. The Apoſtle 

ives this account of their oppoſition, Rom. 10. that 
ns ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, they ſubmitted not to 
the Righteouſneſs of God. They were prepoſleſt with 
this Principle, that Life was to be obtained by their 
Works; becauſe the expreſs Condition of the Law 
was ſo. And miſtaking the end of its Inſtitution by 
Moſes, they ſet the Law againſt the Promiſes : For 
ſince the Fall, the Law was given, not abſolutely to 
be a Covenant of Life, but with a deſign to prepare 
Men for the Goſpel : that upon the ſight of their 
Guilt, and the Curſe, they might have recourſe to 
- the Redeemer, and by Faith imbrace that Satisfa- 
tion he hath made for them. Chriſt i the end of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, Rom. 
10. 4 From the example of the Jews we may ſee 
how Men are naturally affefted. And ?tis worthy 
of obſervation, that the Reformation of Religion 
took its riſe by the fame Controverſy with the Pa- 
piſts, by which the Goſpel was firſt introduced into 
the World. For, beſides innumerable Abuſes crept 
Into the Church, the People were perſuaded, that 
by purchaſing Indulgences they ſhould be ſaved from 
the Wrath of God. And when this Darkneſs co- 
vered the Face of the Earth, the Zeal of the firft 
Reformers broke forth z who, to undeceive the 
World, 
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World, clearly demonſtrated from Scriptures, that 
Juſtification is alone obtained by a lively and puri- 
fying Faith in the Blood of Chrift. A ſtrong proof 
that the ſame Goſpel which was firſt revealed by the 
Apoſtles, was revived by thoſe excellent Men; and 
the ſame Church which was firſt bailt by the Apo- 
{tles, was raiſed out of its Ruines by them. 

Now the Goſpel, to eradicate this Diſpoſition 
which is ſo natural and ftrong in fala Man, is ir-no- 
thing more clear and expreſs than in declaring, that 
by the Deeds of the Law there ſhall #0 Fleſh be juſti- 

fied in God's ſight, Rom. 3. 10, The Apoſtle atletts 
without diſtinction, that by che Works ff the Lat Fa- 
ſtification cannot be obtained, Gal.3. 11.- whether they 
proceed from the Power of Nature, or the Grate 
of the Spirit. For he argues agaitiſt the merit of 
Works t6 Juſtification, (Rom. 3.” 27.) not agaihit 
the Principle from whence they proceed. Aud ol 
he moſt attctionately declares kis.eſteem of Chriſt, 
and his Righteouſneſs, as the ſole meritorfous-cauſe 
of his Juſtification, he expreſly rejetts bi own Righ- 
reanſneſs which i of the Law, Phil. 3. 9. By his own 
Righteouſneſs ke comprehends alt theWorks of the 
renewed, as well as natural State ;- for they are pet- 
formed by Man,. and are ACts of- Obedience to ths 
Law, which commands-perfet,Loye to'God. Theſe 
are. ſlight withering Leaves that, canoot hide our 
Nakedneſs, and' conceal. our Shake, when we ap- 
ar before God in Judgment. | Nat” but that '&nod 
Works are molt pleaſing to him; but not. for. this 
end, to expiate Sin. We mull diſtinguiſh betweeri 
their Subſtance; and' the quality that Error giveth 
them; The Opinion of Merit changes their Nature; 
and turns Gold into Drofs. And'if our real Righ- 
teonſneſs, how exact ſoever, cannot abſolre us from 
the leaſt Guilt ; mnch leſs can the” perforttiance” of 
ſome 
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ſome external ACtions, though ſpecious in appea- 
Tance, yer not commanded by God, and that have 
no morat value. All the Diſciplines and Severities 
whereby Men think to make Satisfaction ro the Law, 
are like a Crown of Straw, that diſhonours the 
Head inftead of adorning it. But that Righteouſ- 
neſs! which was acquired by the Obedience and me- 
ritotious Sufferings of Chriſt, and is imbraced by 
Faith is alt-fufficient for our Juſtification. This 1s as 
pure as innocence, to all the Efects of Pardon and 
Recancitiation ; this: alone ſecures us from the 
charge of the Law, and the chaltenge of Juſtice. 
Being cloathed with this, we may enter into Hea- 
ven, and converſe with the pure Society of Angels 
without bluſhing. The Saints who now reign 1n 
Glary. were not Men who lived in the Pesfeftion of 
Holinefs here below ; but repenting believing Sinr. 
pike who are wafhed, white in the Blood of the 
Lamb: * PW DNS | 
' 2, The moſt univerfal hindrance. of Mens com- 
plying with the conditions of Pardon: by Chriſt, is, 
the predominant Love of ſome Luft... Although 
Men wonld entertain him as a Saviour to redeem 
them from Hell, yer they-rejz&t him as their Lord. 
Thoſe in the Parable, (Luk. 16. 14.) wha. ſaid, Us 
well 1ot have this Man 10 reign over ue,” exprelt the in- 
ward fenfe and ſilent ttioughts of. all carnal Men- 
Many wonkt depend on his Sacrifice, yet will not 
ſubmit *to his Scepter ;, they would have Chriſt to. 
pacify their Canſciences, and- the World to pleaſe 
their Aﬀettions. Thus they divide between the Of- 
fices of Chriſt, his Prieſtly and his Regal. They 
would have Chriſt to'dic for them, but not. tolive ia 
them. "They divide the A&s of rhe ſame Office : 
They lean'on his Croſs to ſupport them. from falling 
to Helt, but crucifie nor 072 Luſt on it. They ere 
CCli- 
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deſirous he ſhould reconcile them to God by his Sa- 

crifice, but not to bleſs them, in turning them from 

their Iniquities, ACts 3. 26. And thus in effect they 
abſolutely refuſe him, and render his Death unaval- 
lable : For the receiving of Chriſt as Mediator in. 
all his Offices, is the Condition indiſpenſibly 4; = 

ſite to partake of the Benefits of his Sufferings. T he 
reſigning up of our ſelves to him as our Prince, isas 
neceſlary an aCt of Juſtifying Faith, as the apprehen- 
ding the crucified Saviour. So that in every real | 

Chriſtian, Faith is the Principle of Obedience and, | 
Peace, and is as inſeparable from Holineſs, as from 

Salvation. 

To conclude this Argument : From hence we may 
ſee, how deſperate the State is of 5»mpenitent Unbe-. 
lievers. They arecut off from any claim to the Be- 
nefits of Chriſt's Death. The Law of Faith, like 
that of the Medes and Perſians, is unalterable , He 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life. Chrilt 
died not to expiate final Infidelity. This is the 220- 
ral Sin, that aQually damns. It charges all their 
Guilt upon Sinners : It renders the Sufferings of 
Chriſt fruitleſs and ineffeftual to them. For ?tis not 
the Preparation of a Sovereign Remedy that cures. 
the Diſeaſe, but the applying it. . As our Sins were 
imputed to him, upon the account of his Union with 
us in Nature, and his Conſent to be our Surety ; ſo 
his Righteouſneſs is »reritoriouſly imputed to us, upon 
our Union with him by a lively Faith. The Man 
that look'd on the Rainbow, when he was ready to 
be drown'd, What relief was it to him, that God 
had promiſed not to drown the World, when he 
muſt periſh in the Wateus ? So, though Chriſt hath 
purchaſed Pardon for repenting Believers, and a 
Rainbow encompaſſes the Throne of God, Rev. 4. 3. the 
Sign of Reconciliation, What advantage is this bo 
+ the 
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the Unbeliever, who dies 1n his Sins and drops into 
the Lake of Fire ? ?Tis not from any defeCt of Mer- 
cy in God, or Righteouſneſs in Chrilt, but for the 
obſtinate refuſal of ir, that Men certainly periſh. 
This inhances their Guilt and Mitery. All the rich 
expence of Grace for their Redemption ſhall be 
charged upon them. The Blood of Chriſt ſhall not 
be imputed for their Ranſom, bur for their deeper 
Damnation : and inſtead of ſpeaking better things 
than the Blood of Abel, ſhall call louder for Venge- 
41ce againſt them than that innocent Blood which 
reach'd Heaven with its Voice againſt the Murde- 
rer. Briefly, whom ſo precious a Sacrifice doth nor 
redcem, they are reſerved intire YVitt;ms, whole 
Burnt-Offerings to Divine Jullice, Every impeniteat 
Linbelizver ſhall be ſalted with Fire, Mark 9. 49. 


PCI 


GHAP.: AVl. 


Of all the Divine Perſeions, Holineſs is peculiarly adnis 
rable, The Honour of it is ſecured in our Redempti- 
on. In the buter Sufferings of Chrilt God declared 
himſelf unappeaſable to Sin, though appeaſable to Sin- 
ners. The Priviledges purchaſed by Chriſt, are con- 
weyed upon terms honourable to Holineſs. Pardon of 
Sin, Adoption, the Taheritance of Glory, are an- 
nexed to ſpecial Qualifications in thoſe who receive 
them, The Redcemer u made a quickening Princt- 
ple to inffire us with new Life. In order to or San- 
Ctification, he hath grven us the moſt perfett Rule of 
Holineſs, be exhibited a compleat Pattern of it, he: 
purchas'd arid conveys the Spirit of Holineſs to ws, He 
preſents the ſtrongeſt Motives to perſuade us to be holy. 
The perfett Laws of Chriſt are conſidered, as they en- 

Join an abſolmte ſeparation from all Ewil, and com- 
mand 
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mand the prattice of all ſubſtantial Goodneſs, Some 
particular Precepts, which the Goſpel eſpecially en- 
forces, with the Reaſons of them, are conſidered. 


F all the PerfeCtions of the Derry, none 1s 
more worthy of his Nature, ard ſo peculi- 

ariy 2dmirable, as hi: Infinite Purity. Its the 
moſr ſhining Attribute that derives 2 lullre to all the 
reſt : He is gloriows in Holineſs, Exod. 15. 15. Wil- 
dom degencrates into Crafr, Power into Tyranny, 
Mercy loſes its Nature without Holin. is. He 
ſwears by it as his Supreme Excellency :: Once have 
1 ſworn by my Holineſs, I will at lienmto Daild, 
Pal. 59. 35. "1s the moſt venerable Attribute, in 
the Praiſe whereof the Harmony of Heaven agrees. 
The Anpels and Saints 2bove arc repreſented, ex- 
preliing their Extaſy and Raviſhment at the b:auty 
cf Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy i the Lord of Hoſts, 
1 he whele Faith u fill of his Glory, Ia. 6. 3. This 
Ie only I5vcs and values in the Creature, being the 
Imprcilion of his moſt Divine. and amiable Per- 
f-ction. Infcriour Creatures have a reſemblance of 
other Divine Artributes : The Winds and Thunder 
ſer forth Gnd's Power, the firmneſs of the Rocks, 
and the 1ricortapitbility of the Hear ens are an ob- 
icurc reprefntailon of his Urchangeableneſs ;, but 
Holineſ-, that is the myſt Orient-Pearl In the 
Crown ot Heaven, only ſhires in the reaſonab.e 
Creature. Upon this account Man only is 1d to 
be formed after his Image. Ard in Men there are 
15m2 appearances of the Dcity, that do not enti- 
tle to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there 1s a ſhadow 
of his So-ereig:ity, yet they may be the Objetts of 
lis iſpleaſure; but a likeneſs to God tn Holineſs 
attracts his Ey2 ard Heart, and ininitcly cndears 
the Creature to him. Now this Attribute is in 
s 2 
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a ſpecial manner provok'd by Man's Sin, and we 
are reſtored to the Favour and -Frie:dſhip of God, 
in ſuch a manner as may preſerve the Honour of 
it intire and inviolable. 


This will fully appear, by confidering what our 
Redeemer ſuffered tor the purchaling our Pardon, 
and the Terms upon which the precious Benehts of 
his Death are conveyed to us ; and what he hath 
done to reltore our loſt Holineſs, that we a.ay be 
qualified for the enjoyment of God. 

1. God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice 
in that He would not Pardon Sin, but upon ſuch 
Terms as might fully demonſtrate how odious 'twas 
to him. What inflan?d the Wrath of God againſt 
his Beloved Son, whom by a Voice from Heaven he 
declared to be the Obje@t of his delight ? What 
made Him inexorable to his Prayers and Tears, 
when He ſollicited the Divine Power and Love, the 
Attributes that relieve the miſerable, crying, Abba, 
Father, all things are poſſible to thee, let this Cup paſs 
from me ? What made him ſuſpend all comforting 
Influences, and by a dreadful Deſertion afflict him 
when he was environ'd with Sorrows? ?TisSinonly 
that cauſed this herce diſpleaſure, not mhereat, (for 
the Meſſiah was cut off, but not for himſelf, ) but im- 
puted by his voluntary undertaking for us. God /o * 
loved the World, and ſo hated Sin, that He gave his 
Son to purchaſe our Pardon by Sufterings. When 
his Compaſlions to Man were at the higheſt, yer 

then his arri/pathy againit Sin was ſo ſtrong, that no 
leſs Sacrifice could reconcile Him to us. 1 hus God 
declared himſelf to be unappeaſable to Sin, though 
not ts Sinners. 

2. The Priviledges that are purchaſed by our Re- 


deemer*s Sufferings are diſpens'd upon thoſe terms 
N 2 whuch 
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which are honourable to God's Holineſs, I will 
inſtance in the three great Benefits of the Evangel:- 
cal Covenant : the Pardon of Sin, Adoption into 
God's Family, and the Inheritance of Glory > all 
which are conditional, and annext to ſpecial Qualt- 
fications in the Perſons who have a Title to them. 

1. The Death of Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon 
and Life, only to thoſe who repent and believe. 
The Holy God will by no means ſpare the Guilty, 
that is, declare the Guilty Innocent, or forgive an 
incapable Subject. All the Promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy are with reſpect to Repentance from dcad 
Works, and toa lively Faith. The Son of God is 
made a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 


and Remiſſion of Sins., And the Apoſtle tells us, 


that being juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, | 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The firſt includes a 


coral grief for Sins palt, and fircere cfleCtual rc- 
ſolutions to forfake them ;; and hath a neceſlary 
conjunction with Pardon, as by virtue of the Di- 
vine Command, ſo from a condecency and fitneis 
with reſpect to God the giver of Pardon, and to 
the quality of the Bleſling it ſelf. The other Qua- 
Jlification is Faith, to which Juſtification is in a 
" ſpecial manner attributed ; not in reſpect of Et- 
ſiciency or Merit, for the Mercy of God upon 
th2 account -of Chriſt's Satisfaction 1s - the ole 
Cauſc of our Pardon : but as a oral Inſtrument, 
that is the Condition upon which God ablolves 
Man from his Guile. And this Grace of Faith, as 
it reſpeQas entire Chriſt in all his Offices , 19 it 
contains the Secd and firft Life of Evangelical Obe- 
dicnce. It cructhes our Luſts, overcomes the 
World, works by Love, as well as juſtifhes the Per- 
ion by relying on the Mcrits of Chriſt for Salva- 
110n. * 

_ 2. Acop- 
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2, Adoption into God's Family (the purchaſe ot 
Chriſt's meritorious Sufferings, (Gal. 1.7.) who re” 
deemed us from the Scrvyitude of Sin and Death) 15 
conferr*d upon us in Regeneration. For this Prero- 
gatice conſiſts not meerly in an extrinſick Relation to 
God, and a Title to the eternal Inheritance ; but in 
our Participation of the Divine Nature, whereby 
we are the living Images of God's Holineſs. Civil 
Adoption gives the title, but not the reality of a 
Son ; but the Divine is efficacious, and changes us 


B into the real likeneſs of our Heavenly Father. We 


cannot enter into this ſtate of Favour, but upon our 


$ cleanſing from all Impurity : Be ſeparate from the Pol- 
© Uutions of the prophane World, and I will recerve you, and 


will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and 
Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. 6. 17. 
Theſe are the indiſpenſible Terms upon which we 
are reccived into that honourable Alliance. None 
can enjoy the Priviledge, but thoſe that yield the 
Obedience of Children. | 

3. Holineſs is the Condition on which our furure 
Blelledneſs depends. Elefting Mercy doth not pro- 
duce our Glorification immediately, but begins in 
our Vocation and Juſtification, which are the inter- 
mediate Links in the Chain of Salvation : as natural 
Cauſes work on a diſtant Objce, by paſſing through 
the medium. God firſt gives Grace, then Glory. 
Theeverlaſting Covenant that is ſealed by the Blood 
of Chriſt, eſtabliſhes the connexion between them : 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 
5- 8. Theexcluſjion of all others is peremptory and 
univerſal : Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Heb. 12. 14. The Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom is the 
only way of entring into it. A few good actions 
{cattered in our Lives are not available, but a courſe 


of Obedience brings to Happineſs. Thoſe who by pa- 
> © tient 
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Fient continuance in well-doing, ſeek, for Glory, and Ho- 
nour, and Immortality, ſhall snherit eternal Life, Rom. 
2.7. This is not a meer poſitive Appointment, but 
grounded on the unchangeab'e reſpect of things. 
1herc is a rational convenience between Holineſs 
and Happinets, according tothe Wiſdom and Good- 
nels or God ; and ?is exprelt in Scripture by the 
n1toral relation of the Seed to the Harveſt, both as 
tothe qual:ty. and meaſure : What a Man ſows, that 
ſhall he reap, Gal 6.7. We muſt be like God in 
Purity, betore we can be in Felicity. Indeed, *twould 
be a diſparagement to God's Holineſs, and pollute 
Hearn 1t fclr, to receive unſanttihed Perſons, as im- 
pure as thoſe in Hell. ? Tis equally impoſſible for 
the Creature to be happy without the favour of the 
Holy God, and for God to communicate his Favorr 
to the ſinful Creature. Briefly, according to the 
Law of Faith, no wicked Perſon hath any right to 
the Satisfaftion Chriit made, nor to the lnheritance 
he purchaſed for Believers. 

3- Man in his corrupt State is deprived of Spiri- 
tural Life, ſo that till revived by ſpecial Grace, he 
C2n neither obey nor enjoy God. Now the Redee- 
mer is made a quickning Principle to inſpire us with 
ncw Lite. 

In order to our Satisfaftion he hath done four 
things : 

Firſt, He hath given to us the moſt perfect Lavys 
as the Rule of Holineſs, 

Secondly, He exhibited the moſt compleat Pattern 
of Holineſs in his Lifewpon the Earth. 

Thirdly, He purchaſed and conveys the Spirit of 
Holineſs, to renew, and to enable us for the perfor- 
mance of our Duties. 

Fezrthly, He hath preſented the ſtrongeſt Induce- 
ments and Morrvyes to perſuade us to be Holy. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, He hath viven to Men the moſt perfet 
Laws as the Rule of Holineſs. The principal parts 
of the Holy Lite, are, ceaſimns from evil, and doing 
well, 1a. 1.16, 179. Now the Commands of Chriit 
refer to the purifying of us from Sin, and the ador- 
ning 1s with all Graces for the diſcharge of our unt- 
verial Duty. 

1. They enjoin a real and abſolute ſeparation, 
from all filrhineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
The outward and inward Man mult be cleanſed, not 
only from Pollutions of a deeper dy, but from all 
Carnality and Hypocriſy. The Grace of God that 
brings Salvation hath appeared to all Men, teaching them 
to deny Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
All thoſe irregular and impetuous Deſires which are 
raiſed by worldly Objects, Honours, Riches and 
Pleaſures, and reign in worldly Men ; Pride, Cove- 
touſncſs and Volupruouſneſs. The Goſpel is moſt 
clear, full and vehement, for the true and inward 
Mortification of the whole Body of Corruption, of 
every. particular darling Sin. It commands us to 
pluck, ont the riche Eye, andto cut off the right Hand, 
Mat. 5. 29, 30. that 1z, to part with every grateful 
and gaintul Luſt. It obliges us to crucefy the Fleſh, 
with the Aﬀettions and Li5ts, Gal. 5. 2, 11. 

_ The Lawsof Men regard external Aftions as pre- 
judictal to Societie> : but of Thoughts and Reſolu- 
tions that break not forth into att, there can be no 
humane accuſation and judgment ; they are exemp- 
ted from the Juriſdi-tion of the Magiſtrate. But 
the Law of Chriſt rcforms the Powers of the Soul, 
and all the moſt ſecret and inward motions that de- 
pend upon them. tt forbids the firſt irregular Im- 
preſlions of the carnal Appetite, We mult hate 
Sin in all its degrees, itrangle it in the Birth, de- 
{troy it in the conception. We are enjoin2d to fly 
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the appearances and acceſſes of evil ; whatever is 
of a ſuſpicious Nature, and not fully conſiſtent with 
the Purity of the Goſpel, and whatever invites to 
S:n, and expoſes us to the Power of 1t, becomes vi- 
cious, and muſt be avoided. That plorious Purity, 
that ihall adorn the Church when our Redeemer 
preſents it wzthout (fot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
Ephef. 5. 27. every Chriſtian mult aſpire to in this 
Life. In ſhort, the Goſjel commands us to be Holy 
a: Ged is Floly, 1 Pet. 1. 15. whois infinitely diſtant 
trom the lcait conceivable Pcllution. 

2. The Precepts of Chriſt contain all ſolid ſub- 
ſ.antial Goodneſs, that 15 eſſentially neceſlary in or- 
der to our ſupreme Happinels, and prepares us for 
the Liſe of Heaven. In his Sermon on the Mount, 
he commends to vs Humility, Meekneſs and Mercy, 
Peaceableneſs and Patience, and doing good for e- 
vil, which arc ſo many Beams of God*s Image, the 
Reflections of his Goodneſs upon intelligent Crea- 
turcs. And that comprehenſive Precept of the Apo- 
ſtle deſcribes the Dutics of all Chriſtians : Wharſoe- 
wer things are true, Phil. 4.8. Truth 1s the principal 
Character of our Profeſſion, and is to be exprelt in 
qQur Words and Actions : wh.u ſoever things are honeſt, 
or vencrable,:.e.anſwer the Dignity of our High-cal- 
ling, and agree with the Gravity and Comclineſs of 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion : whatſaever things are juit, 
according to Divine and Humane Laws : whatſoever 
taings gre pure, we mult preſerve the Heart, the 
Hand, the Tongue, the Eye, from Impurity : what- 
fover things are lovely and of good report 5, ſome Gra- 
2S are amiable and attractive 11 the vicw of Mer, 
as ealineſs to pardon, a readineſs to oblize, Com- 
paſſion to the aflicted, liberality to the neceſſttous, 
iweetneſs of Converſation without gall and bitter- 
ncYs ; theſe axe of univerſal eſteem with Mankind, 


and 
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and ſoften the moſt ſavage tempers : If there be any 
Yertue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe things. 
And St. Peter excites Believers, to join to their Faith, 
by which the Goſpel of Chrilt is embrac'd, intclle- 
(tual and moral Vertues, without which 'tis but a 
vain Picture of Chriſtianity : Aad to your Faith Ver- 
tue, and toVertue Knowleds, andto Knowleds Tempe- 
rance, and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs Brotherly-Kindneſs, and to 
Brotherly- Kindneſs Charity, 2 Pet. 1. 5. He enforces 
the Command ; Gzve all diligence that theſe things a- 
bound in you, and ye ſhall neither be barren nor anfruit- 
ful in the Knowleds of Chriſt, Now theſe Graces pu- 
rify and perfect, refine and raiſe the humane Na- 
ture, and without a Comrand their Goodneſs is a 
ſtrong Obligation. 

I will take a more diſtin&t view of the Precepts 
of Chriſt as they are ſet down in that excellent A- 
bridgment of them by the Apoſtle. The Grace of 
God that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching wi, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, 
we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this 
prefent World, Tit. 2. 11, 1 2. 

Here is a diſtributton of our Duties with reſpeC: 
to their ſeveral Objects, our ſelves, others, and 
God. The firſt are regulated by Temperance, the 
{cond by Juſtice, the third by Godlineſs. And 
from the accompliſhment of theſe is formed that Ho- 
Jinels without which no Man ſhall ſee God. 

1. In reſpect to our ſelves, we mult live ſoberly. 
Temperance governs the ſenſual Appetites and Af- 
f:Ctions by ſantified Reaſon. The Goſpel allows 
the ſober and chaſt uſe of Pleaſures, but abſolutely 
and ſeverely forbids all exceſs in thoſe that are law- 
ſul, and abſtinence from all that are unlawful, that 
ſtain and vilify the Sou!, and alicnate it from con- 
verſe 
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verſe with God, and mortify its taſt to ſpiritual De- 
lights. By ſenſual complacercy Man firlt lolt his In- 
necence and Happineſs, end rill the Fleſh is ſubdued 
t9 the Spirit, he can never rccover them. The car- 
aal Mind u Enmity against God. Fleſhly Luſts war a- 
gainſt the Soul, 1 Pet. 2.11. Theretore we are ur- 
ged with the moſt aftectionate earneſtneſs, to abſtain 
from them, by withdrawing their Incentives, and 
crucifying our corrupt Inclinations. In ſhort, the 
Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to deal with the Body 
as an Enemy, (that is diſpoſcd to revolt againſt thz 
Spirit) by watching over all our Senles, leſt they 
ſhould betray us to Temptations ; fo to preſerve it 
as a thing, conſecrated to God, from all Impurity, 
chat will render it unworthy the Honour of being 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. Weare commanded to live Righteouſly, in our 
relation to others. Juſtice. is the ſupreme Vir- 
tue of humane Life, that renders to every one what 
is due. The Goſpel gives Rules for Men in eyery 
{tate and place, to do what Reaſon requires. As 
no condition 15 excluded from its Blelledneſs, ſo e- 
very one Is obliged by its Precepts. Subj:cts are 
commanded to obey all the lawful Commands of Au- 
thority, and ot reſiſt, Rom. 13. 1. and that upon 
the ſtrongeſt Motive, net only for Wrath but for Con- 
ference ſake, Ver.5. They mult obey Man for God's 
fake, but never diſobzy God for Man's fake. And 
Princes are obliged to be an encouragement to good 
Works, and a Terror wo the evil, Rom. 13. 3. that 
thoſe who are undcr them may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in all Godiineſs and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2.2. It 
enjoins all the reſpective Duties of Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants. 


Ad that in a!) contracts and commerce none defraud 
bis 
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bis Brother (q) : accordingly in the eſteem of Chri- 
ſtians, he 1s more relizjious who 1s more righteous 
than athers. Briefly, Chriſtian Righreouſacls is 
not to be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, but by thar 
Rule of univerſal Equity delivered by our Saviour, 
What ſoever you woulda have others do to you, ao at to 
them, Mat. 7. 12. 

3. We are inſtructed by the Law of Chrilt to 
live Godly. This part of our Duty reſpects our 
Apprehenſions, Aﬀections and Demeanour two God, 
which muſt be ſuitable ro his glorious Perfections. 
The Goſpel hath revealed them clearly to us, viz. 
the Unity, Simplicity, Eternity and Purity of the 
Divine Nature; that it ſubliſts in three Perſons, the 
Father, Son, and $pirit ; and his Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs in the Work of our Redemption. lt 
requires that we pay the ſpecial Honoxr that is due to 
God, in the eſteem and Veneration of our Minds, in 
the Subjection of our Walls, in the aſcent of our Af- 
feftions to him as their proper Obj:t. That we 
have an intire Faith in his Word, a firm Hope in his 
Promiſes, a holy Jealouſy for his Honour, a relizi- 
Ous care in his Service : and that weexpreſs our Re- 
verence, Love and Dependence on him in our Pray- 
ers and Praiſes. That our Worſhip of Him be in 
ſuch a manner, as becomes God who recelves it, 
and Man that preſents it, God is a pure Spirit, and 
Man is a reaſonable Creature, therefore he muſt wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and Truth. And fince Man in his 
fallen State cannot approach the Holy and juſt God 
without a Mediator, he is direCtcd by the Goſpel to 
addreſs himſelf to the Throne of Grace, in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus Cbrift, who alone can reconcile our 
Perſons, and render our Serviccs acceptable with 
his Father, Be- 


(4) 1 The/, 4.5, Apud nox ille religiofior qui juſticor, AMinut- 
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Beſides the immediate Service of the Deity, God- 
lineſs includes the. propenſion and tendency of the 
ooul to him in the whole Converſation ; and it con- 
Lains theee things : 

1. That our Obedience proceeds from Love to 
God as its vital Principle. 'T his muſt warm and a- 
nimate the external action : this alone makes Obe- 
tence as delightful to us, fo pleating to God. He 
ſhews Mercy to thoſe who love him, and keep his Com- 
mandments, Exod. 20.6. Faith worketh by Love, and 
enclines the Soul to obey with the ſame Aﬀection 
that God enjoyns the Precepr. 

2. That all our Converſation be regulated by his 
Will az rh? Rule. He is our Father and Soyereign, 
and the reſpeCt to his Law, gives to every Action the 
formality of Obedience. We mult chuſe our Duty, 
becauſe he commands it : Whatſoever ye do in word, 
or d:ed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſw ;, that is, 
{or his Command, and by his Aſſiſtance. 

3. That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End of 
all our Attions. This Qualification muſt adhere 
not only ro neceſary Duties, but to our natural and 
civil Actions. Our Light muſt ſo ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee our good Works, and glorify our Father 
which iu in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. Whether we eat or 
arink,, or whatſoever we do, all muſt be done, ina re- 
enlar and due proportion, to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 
1 *.31. A general Deſignation of this is abſolutely 
requiſite, (1 Pct. 4.11.) and the renewing of our 
Intentions aZzally in matters of moment. For He 
being the ſole Author of our Lives and Happineſs, 
we cannot without extreme. Ingratitude and Niſobe- 

dience, neglect to glorify Him 1n our Boates and Spurits 
which arc hu, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 

] his Religious tendency of the Soul to God, as 


thc Supreme Lord and our utmoſt End, ſanctihes 
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our Actions, and gives an excellency to them fm 
what 1s inherent in their own Nature. Thus mera! 
Duties towards Men, when they are direCted to Ged 
become Divine, Heb. 13. 16. AdQts of Charity are 
ſo many ſacred Oblations to the Deity. Men are 
but the 4ltars upon which we lay our Preſents : God 
receives them, as if immediately offe1*'d to his Ma- 
jcſty, and conſumed to his Honour. Such was the 
Charity of the Philippians towards the relicf of the 
Apoſtle, which he calls an Odor of a ſweer ſmell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing to God, Phil. 4. 18. 

1qhe ſame Bounty was an Act of Compaſſion to Man, 

and Devotion to God. This changes the Nature of 
the meancſt and molt troubleſome things. What 
was more vile and harſh than the employment of a 
Slave ? yet a eſpect to Gcd makcs it a Religious 
Scrvice, that 1s, the molt noble and voluntary of all 
humane Actions. Fer the Believer addreſling bis ſer- 
vice to Chriſt, Epheſ. 6. 5. and the Infidel only to 
his Maſter, he doth chearfully what the other doth 
by conſtraint, and adorns the Goſpel of God our Savi- 
our, Tit. 2. 10. as truly as if he were ina higher 
condition. 

All 'Vertuves are of the ſame Deſcent and Family, 
though in reſpect of the matter about which they 
are converſant, and their exerciſe, they are diffe- 
rent. Some are beroical, ſome are humble , and the 
loweſt being conducted by Love to God in the mea- 
neſt Offices, ſhall have an cternal Reward. In ſhort, 
Piety is the Principle and chief Ingredient of Righ- 
tcouſneſs and Charity to Men. For, ſince God is 
the Author of our common Nature, and the Relati- 
ons whereby we are united one to another, tis ne- 
ceſlary that a regard to him ſhou!d be the ft, and 
have an infiuence upon all other Duties. 
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| Beſides the immediate Service of the Deity, God- 
lincls includes the propenlion and tendency of the 
>0ul] to him in the whole Converſation ; and it con- 
Lalns theee things : 

1. That our Obedience proceeds from Love to 
God a5 its vital Principle. 'I his muſt warm and a- 
nmate the cxternal action : this alone makes Obe- 
uUicnce as delizhtfn] to us, {5 pleating to God. He 
fhews Mercy to thoſe who love nun, and keep bis Com- 
mamdnents, Exod. 20.6. Faith worker by Love, and 
enclines the Soul to obey with the fame Afﬀection 
tit God enjoyns the Precept. 

2. That all our Converſation be regulated by hi; 
Will a>th2 Rule. He 1s our Father and Sovercign, 
11d the reſp to his Law, gives to every Action the 
tormalit, ot Obedience. We mult chuſe our Duty, 
becauſe he commands it : Whatſocver ye do in word, 
or ded, do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus; that is, 
{or ls Command, and by his Afiſtance. 

3. That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End of 
all our Actions. This Qualification mutt adhere 
not only ro neceary Duties, but to our natural and 
Ci: Aftions. Our Licht riingt ſo ſhane before Aen, 
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arink, or wnatſoevir we do, all miſt be done, 1n a _re- 
ealar and due proportion, to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 
1.31. A generat Deſignation of this 1s abſolutely 
r<quilite, (1 Pct. 4. 11.) and the renewing of our 
Mentions aZzally in matters of moment. For He 
bxing the ſole Author of our Lives and Happineſs, 
We cannot without extreme Inzratitude and Dilobc- 
dience, neglect to 2lorify Him 132 our Bodies and Spurits 
which arechs, 1 COT. 6. 19, 20. 
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our Actions, and gives an exccllency to them above 
what 1s inherent in their own Nature. Thus mer. 
Dutics towards Men, when they are directed to Ged 
become Drvine, Heb.. 3.16. Acts of Charity ar: 
lo many lacred Oblaticns to the Deity. Men ate 
but the © Irars upon which we lay our Preſents : God 
receives them, as if iminediatcly ollc1*d to his Ma- 
| jeſty, and confumed to his Honour. Such was the 
| Charity of the Phulipprans towards the relict of the 
| Apoit'c, which he calls an Ode of a ſacer frue!!, & 
Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing to Ced, Phil. 4. 15. 
f 1 he ſame Bounty was an Act of Compallion to Man, 
and Devotion to God. T his changes the Nature of 
the meanclt and mit troubleſome things. What 
was more vile and harſh than the employment of a 
Slave ? yet a rcſpcit tro Ged makcs it a Reiigiovs 
Scrvice, that i, the molt noble ard i oluntary of ail 
Eumane Actions. Fcr the Believer addrefling bs jer- 
vice to Chriſt, Eplicl. 6. 5. and the Infidcl only 10 
his Maſtcr, he doth cheartully what the cther doth 
by conſtraint, and adorns the Coffcl of God our Sawi- 
or, Tit. 2. 10. as truly as if he were in a higher 


condition. 
All Vertues are of tlic ſame Deſcent and Family, 
| though in refpcct of the matter about which they 


are converſan ty ard their exerciſe, they are diſfſe- 
rent. Some are bcroical. ſon.e-arc humble ;, and the 
lowelt betng conducted by Love to God in the mea- 
ncft Offices, ſhall have an cterral Reward. In ſhorr, 
Piety 15 the Principle and chief Ingredient of Righ- 
tcouſneſs and Charity to Men. For; irce God is 
the Author of our common Nature, and the Relati- 
ons whereby we are unitcd one to arother, Tis ne- 
ccllary that a regard to him ſhou'd be the ft, and 
have an int.ucnce vpon ell other Dutics. 


an 
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I ſhall further conſider ſome particular Precepts, 
which the Goſpel doth eſpecially enforce upon us, 


and the Reaſons of thcm. 
1. That concerning Humility, the peculiar Grace 


of Chriſtians, ſo becoming our State as Creatures 
and Sinners > the parent and nurſe of other Graces 
that preſerves in us the Light of Faith, and the hcar 
of Love ; that procures Modeſty in Proſperity, ard 
Paricnce in Adverlſity ; that is the Root of Grati- 
rade and Obedience, and is ſolo yely in God's Eyes, 
that he gives Grace to the Humble, This our Saviour 
makes a neceſſary qualification in all thoſe who ſhall 
center into his Kingdom : Except ye be converted and 
become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 18. 3. As by Humility he 
purchas'd our Salvation, ſo by that Grace we poſſeſs 
it. Ard ſince Pride ariſes out of Ignorance, the 
Goſpcl to cauſe in us a juſt and lowly ſenſe of our 
Unworthineſs, diſcovers the Nakedneſs and Miſery 
of the humane Nature, develtcd of its primitive 
Righteouſneſs. It reveals the tranſmiſſion of Origi- 
ral Sin, from the firſt Man to all his Poſterity, 
wherewith they are infected and debaſed; a Myſte- 
ry ſo far from our knowledg, that the participation 
of it ſeems impoilible, and unjuſt to carnal Reaſon : 
We are dead in Sins and Trefpaſſes, Ephel. 2. with- 
out any Spiritual Strength to perform our Duty. 
The Geſpel aſcribes all that is good in Man to the 
free and powerſul Grace of God : He works in # to 
will and io d) of hs good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12. He 
gives Grace to ſome,becaule he 1s gocd denies it to 
others, becauſe he 1+ Jult ; bur doth injury to none, 
becauſe ali being guilty, he Ows It to none. Grace 
inits Being and Activity entirely depends upon him. 
As the drowſy Sap is drawn forth into flouriſhing 


aud Fruitfulneſs by the approaches of the Sun " 
A- 
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habitual Grace is drawn forth into at by the preſence 
and influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. M/ith- 
out me, our Saviour tells his Diſciples, ( Fobn 15.5.) 
you can do nothing. I have laboured more abundantly 
than they all, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 13. yet 
not I, but the Grace of God in me. The Operations 
of Grace are ours, but the Power that cnables us 15 
from God. Our preſcrvation from Evil, and Perſe- 
verance in Good, is a moſt free unmerited Favour, 
the effect of his renewed Grace in the courſe of our 
Lives. Without his ſpecial aſliſtance, we ſhould e- 
very hour forſake him, and provoke him to forſake 
us. As the Iron cannot aſcend or hang in the Air 
longer than the virtue of the Loaditone draw: it ; 
ſo our AﬀcCtions cannot aicend to thoſe glorious 
things that are above, without the continually-at- 
tracting Powcr of Grace. Tis by humble Prayer 
wherein we acknowledg our wants aid anworthi- 
neis, and declare our dependence upon the Ui. ine 
Mercy and Pow:r, that we obtiuin Gracz. Now 
from theſe Reaſons th: Goſpc] comma::ds Humilicy, 
in our demeanour towards God and Men. And if 
we {rioully coni:der them, how can any crevice bz 
opencd in the Heart for the leaſt breath of Pride to 
enter ? How can a poor diſcaled Wretch that hath 
ncither Money, nor c2n by any induſtry procure 
Nouriſhment, or Plylick for his deadly Diſeaſes, 
aid receives from a mercitul Perſon nor only Focd, 
but Sovereizn Medicincs brou-ht from another 
World (tor 7uch is the Divine Grace ſent to us from 
Heaven) without his deſert, or poſſibility of retrs- 
bution, be proud towards his Benefactor ? How can 
he that only livcs upon Alms, boaſt that he is rich ? 
How can a Creature be proud of the C:its of God, 
which it cannot polleſs without Humility, and with- 
cut acknowledging that they are derived from Mer- 


cy ? 
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cy ? If we had continued in our Integrity, the 
Praiſe of all had been entirely due to God ; for 
our Faculties and the excellent Diſpoſitions that 
fitted them for Action, were beſtowed upon us free- 
ly by Him, and depended upon his Grace in their 
excrciſe. But there is now greater reaſon to attri- 
bute the Glory of all our Gondnels ſolely to him : 
for he revives our dead Soul; by the power of the 
Spirit, of the Santifying Spirit, without which 
we are to every good Work reprobate. Since all our 
Spiritual Abilitcs arc Graces, the more we have re- 
ceived, the more we are obliged, and therefore 
ſhould be more humble and thankful to the Au- 
thor of them. And in comparing our ſelves with 
others, the Goſpel forbids all proud Refleftions 
that we are dignitied above them : For, who ma- 
beth thee to differ from another * And what haſt tho: 
that thou didft not recerue ? And if thou didſt receive 
t, why doſt thou glory, as if thor hadſt not recerved 
it ? If God diſcern one from another by ſpecial 
Gifts, the Man hath nothing of his own that makes 
him excellent. Although inherent Graces com- 
mand a reſpect from others to the Perſon in whom 
they ſhire, yet he that poſſeſſes them, ought rather 
to conſider himſelf in thoſe Qualities that are na- 
tural, and make him like the worſt, than in thoſe 
that are Divine, proceeding from the ſole Favour 
of God, and that exalt him above them. 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the Go- 
ſpel Repentance and Faith, which are humbling 
Graces, to be the Conditions of our obtaining Par- 
don. By Repentance we acknowledg that if we 
are condemned ?t1s juſt Severity, and if we are ſaved 
*tis rich Mercy. And Faith abſolutely excludes 
boaſting. For it ſuppoſes the Creature guilty, 


aad receives Pardon from the Sovereign Grace of 
God 
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God, upon the account of our Crucilicd Redeemer 
The Benefit, and the Manner of our receiving it» 
was typified in the miraculous cure of the [ſraelites 
by looking up to the Braſen Serpent. For the at 
of ſeeing is performed by receiving the Images de- 
rived from Objects : "tis rather a Paſſion than an 
Action, that it might appear that the healing Vir- 
tue was mecrly from the Power of God, ard the 
Honour of it intirely his. In ſhoxc, God had re- 
ſpect to the lowlineſs of this Grace, in appointing 
it to bz the Qualification of a Juſtified Perſon : for 
the molt firm reliance on God's Mercy, 1s always 
joined with the ſtrongeſt renouncing of our own 
Merits Briefly, to excite Humility in us, the Go- 
ſpel tells us, that the Glorious Reward is from 
rich Bounty and Liberality : The Gift of God is E- 
ternal Life through Jeſu Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 6; 23, 
As the Eleftion of us to Glory, ſo the aftual poſ- 
ſeſſion of it proceeds from pure Favour. There is 
no more proportion between all our Services, and 
that High and Eternal Felicity ; than between the 
running a few ſteps, and the obtaining an Imperi- 
al Crown. Indeed not only Heaven, but all the 
Graces that are neceſlary to purify and prepare us 
for it, we receive from undeſerved Mercy. Sothat 
God crowns in us not our proper Works, but his 
own proper Gitts. 

2. The Goſpcl ſtrictly commands Selt-denial, 
when the Honour of God and Religion is concer- 
ned. Jeſus tells his Diſciples, Mat. 16. 24. 1f any 
Man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take 
up bis Croſs and follow me. Life, and all the Com- 
forts of it, Eſtates, Honours, Relations, Pleaſures 
- mult be put under our fcer, to take the firit ſtep 
with our Redeemer. This is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the being of a Chriſtian. In the PRs 
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of his Mind, and the Reſolution of his Will, he 
muſt live a Martyr ; and whenſoever his Duty re- 
quires, he muſt break all the Retinacula YVite, the 
voluntary Bands that faſten us to the World, and 
dic a Martyr, rather than ſuffer a Divorce to be 
made between his Heart and Chriſt. Whatſoever 
1s moſt eſteemed and loved in the World, muſt be 
parted with as a Snare, if it tempts us from our 
Obedience; or offered up as a Sacrifice, when the 
Glory of God calls for it. And this command that 
appears ſo hard to ſenſe, is moſt juſt and reaſo- 
nablc : For God hath by ſo many Titles a right ro 
us, that we ought to make an intire Dcdication of 
our ſelves and our moſt valuable Intereſts to him. 
Our Redeemer infinitely denied himſelf to fave us, 
and 'tis moſt juſt we ſhould in gratitude deny our 
{elves to ſerve him. Beſides, an infinite Advan- 
tage redounds to us : for our Saviour aſſures us, 
Mat. 16. 25. that whoſoever will ſave his Life, when 
tis inconſiſtent with the performance of his Duty, 
ſhall loſe it , and whoſoever will loſe his Life for bu 
ſake, ſhall find zt, Now what is 'mcre prudent, 
than of two Evils that are propounded, to chuſe the 
leaſt ? that is, Temporal Death, rather than Eter- 
nal ; and of two Goods that are offered to our 
choice, to prefer the greater, a Life in Heaven be- 
fore that on the Earth. Eſpecially if we conſider, 
that we mnit ſhortly yield the preſent Life to the 
In:irmities of Nature ; and 'tis the richeſt Traffick 
to exchange, that which is frail and mortal.for that 
which remains 1n its perfection for ever. 

3. The Goſpel enjoyns Univerſal Love among 
Men. Thus 1s that Fire which Chriſt came to kmdle 
on the Earth ;, Rom. 13. 8,9. 'tis the abridgment 
ot all Chriſtian Perfection, the fulfilling of the Di- 
vine Law, for all the particular Precepts are in fſub- 

| {tance 
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ſtance, Love. He that loves his Neighbour, will 
have a tender regard to his Life, Honour and 
Eſtate, which is the ſum of the ſecond Table. 
The extent of our Love mult be to all that partake 
of the ſame common Nature. The univerſal con- 
{aguinity between Men, ſhould make us regard 
them as our Allies. Every Man that wants our 
help, is our Neighbour. Do good to all, is the com- 
mand of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 10. For the quality 
of our Love, it muſt be unfeigned, without diſſimula- 
ton, 1Pet. 1.22. The Image of it in Words, 
without real Effets, provokes the Divine Diſplea- 
ſure : for as all falſhood is odions to the God of 
Truth, {© eſpecially the counterfeiting of Charity, 
that is, the Impreſſion of his Spirir, and the Seal of 
his Kingdom. A ſincere pure Aﬀection that rejoy- 
ces at the Good, and reſents the Evils of others 
as our own, and expreſles it ſelf inall real Offices, 
not for our private ReſpeCts, but their Benefit, is 
required of us. And as to the degree of our Love, 
we are commanded above all things to have fervent 
Charity among owr ſelves (r). This principally re- 
ſpeCts Chriſtians, who are united by ſo many 1a- 
cred and amiable bands, as being formed of the 
ſame Eternal Seed, Children of the ſame Heaven- 
ly Father, and joynt-Heirs of the ſame Glorious 
Inheritance. Chriſtian Charity hath a more noble 
Principle than the Aﬀections of Nature; for ir 
proceeds from the Loye of God ſhed abroad in 
Believers, to make them one Heart and one Soul ; 
and a more Divine Patern, the Exampleof Chriſt ; 
who hath by his Sufferings reſtored us to the Fa- 
vour of God, that we ſhould love one another as 
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(r) 1 Pet. 4. 8. Tor & tama Chriſtiani nominis charidima 
vincula, Augsſs, 
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He hath loved us. This Duby 1s moſt ſtrictly in- 
joyn'd, for without Love, Angelical Eloquence is 
but an empty noiſc, ( 1 Cor. 13.) and all other 
Vertues have bur a falſe Luſtre ; Propheſy, Faith, 
Knowledg, Miracles, the higheſt outward Atts of 
Charity or Self-denial, the giving our Eltates to 
the Poor, or Bodies to Martyrdom, are neither 
pleaſing to God, nor profitable to him that does 
them. 

Beſides, That ſpecial Branch of Love, the for- 
giving of Injuries, is the peculiar Law of our Sa- 
viour. For the whole World conſents to the re- 
turning Evil for Evil. The vicious Love ol our felves 
makes us very ſenſible, and according to our per- 
verſe Judgments, to revenge an Injary ſcems as 
juſt as to requite a Benefit. From hence Revenge 1s 
the moſt rebellious and obſtinate Paſſion. An Ot- 
fence remains as a T horn in the Mind, that wflames 
and torments It, till *'tis appeaſed by a Vindicati- 
on. Tis more difficult to overcome the Spirit, than 
io *4in a Pattcl, We are apt to revclive 1n our 
thoug hts Injuries that have been do:e to us, and 
aficr a long diſtance of time the Memory repre- 
ients them as frein as at the firit. Now the Go- 
f:cl commands a hearty and intire forgivencſs of 
Injuries, though repeated never fo often, ro ſe- 
vent Je ven times, and allows not the Icall liberty of 
DT1V EICEPE "gs We mult not oniy quench the 
Fire of A ger, but kindle the Fire of Love to- 
wards our forage Enemies. 1 ſay wito you, Love 
Jour E; HEHICS? biefs the? mn tht carje you, Aa 209d fo 
them th.it bate you, priy for them which deſyitefully 
ſe Jeu 4 2a verſecute your, Mar. 5. 44. This is ur- 
ged from the coniidera.ton «of God s forgiving us, 
Col. 3. 13. who beirg lujucly provoked, yct 
parduns innumerable t auits to vs, moved only by 
lus 
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his Mercy. And how reaſonable is it that we ſhould 
at his Command remit a few taults to our Brethren ? 
To extinguiſh the ſtrong inclination that is in cor- 
rupt Nature to Revenge, our Saviour hath ſuſpzn- 
ded the Promiſe of Pardon to us upon our par- 
doning others. For if ye forgive Men their Treſ- 
paſſes, your Heavenly Father will alſo forgive you. 
But if ye forgrue not their Treſpaſſes, neuther will 
your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes. He that is cruel 
co another cannot expect Mercy, but in every Pray- 
er to God, indites himſ:]t, and virtuaily pronounces 
his own Condemnation. 

4. The Goſpel enjoins Contentment in every 
ſtate, which is our great Duty and Felicity, main- 
ly influential upon our whole Life to prevent both 
Sin and Miſery : Be content with ſuch things as you 
have, for he hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee. 17 
forſake thee, Heb. 13. 5. It forbids all Murmurings 
azainlt Procidence, which 1s the Sced of Rebvllton, 
and all:anxious thoughts concerning thing3 future : 
Take no thought for to morrow, Mat. 6. 31. We 
ſhould not anticipate Evils by our Apprehenizons 
and Fears, they come falt enough; nor retain 
their aillicting memory to imvHicrer our Lives, they 
ſtay long enough : Sufſiczent for the dry us the evil 
thereof. Our corrupt Deſircs are valt and reſtleſ; 
as the Sea, and when contraditted, they betray us 
to Diſco:itenc and Dilobedicace. The Cofpc! 
thereforc retrenches all inordinate Aſections, an1 
vehemently condemns Covctouſneſs, as a Vice not 
to be named among Saints but with abhorrency. Ir 
diſcovers to us molt clearly, that temporal things 
are not the materials of our Happineſs : For the 
Son of God voluntarily denied himſclf the enjoy- 
ment of them. And as th: highelt Stars arc fo 
much diſtant from an Eclipſe, as they are above the 
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Shadow of the Earth ; ſo the Soul that 1a its e- 
ſteem and deſires 1s above the World, its Bright- 
neſs and Joy cannot be darkened or eclipſed by 
any Accidents there. The Goſpel forbids all vain 
Sorrows, as well as vain Pleaſures; and diſtin- 
guiſhes rcal Godlineſs from an appearance, by 
Contentment as its inſeparable Character. Godl:- 
neſs with content is great gain, 1 Tim. 6.6, When 
we are in the 1addeſt Circumſtances, our Saviour 
commands us to poſſeſs our Souls in Patience, Luk. 12. 
19. to preſerve a calm Conſtitution of Spirit, 
which no Storms from without can diſcompoſe. 
For this end he aſſures us that nothing comes to 
paſs without the Knowledg and Efficiency, or at 
leaſt, Permiilion of God : That the Hairs of our 
Head are numbred , and not one falls to the Earth 
without bis Licence. Now the ſerious belief of a 
Wiſe, Juſt, and Powerful Providence, that governs 
all Things, hath a mighty efficacy to maintain a 
conltant tranquillity and equal temper in the Soul 
amidſt the confulions of the World. God works all 
things according to the Counſel of his own Will : Ephel. 
1.11, and if we could diſcover the immediate 
Reaſons of eyery Providence, we cannot have 
more ſatisfaction than from this General Principle, 
that is applicable to ali as Light to eyery Colour, 
That what God doth is always beſt. This reſolves 
all tke Doubts cf the moſt intangled Minds, and 
rctifhes our falſe Judgments. From hence a Be- 
licver hath as true content in complying with 
God's Will, as if God had complied with his, and 
1s reconciled to every Condition. Beſides, the 
Gol] zel aſſures ns, Thar all things work together for 
the nd of thoſe that love Coda, Rom. 8. 28. For 
their Spiritual Good at preſent, by weakening 
Lheir Corruptions ; for Affliction is a kind 'of ma- 
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nage, by which the ſenſual part is exerciſed and 
made pliable to the motions of the Spirit : and by 
increaling their Graces, the unvaluable Treaſures 
of Heaven. If the deareſt Objects of our Af- 
f:{tions, the moſt worthy of our Love and Grief, 
are taken away, *tis for this reaſon, that God may 
have our Love himſelf in its molt intenſe and in- 
flamed degree. And Affictions are in order to 
their Everlaſting Good. Now the certain ex- 
pectation of a bleſſed iſſue out of all Troubles, 
is to the Heart of a Chriſtian as the putting a 
Rudder to a Ship, which without it is expoſed 
to the fury of the Winds and in continual dan- 
gers, but by its guidance makes uſe of eve- 
ry Wind to convey it to its Port. Hope pro- 
duces not only Acquieſcence, ( Rom. 12. 12.) but 
Joy in the ſharpeſt Tribulations. . For every true 
Chriltian being ordained to a Glorious and Super- 
natural Bleſledneſs hereafter ; all things that befal 
them here below as Means, are regulated and 
transformed into the nature of the End to which 
they carry them. Accordingly the Apoſtle aſſures 
us, 2 Cor.4.17. That our light Afiftions which are but 
for a moment work for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of Glory. To conſider this Life as the paſ- 
{age to another that is as durable as Eternity, and 
as bleſſed as the Enjoyment of God can make it ; 
that the preſent Miſeries have a final reſpect ro fu- 
ture Happineſs, will change our Opinion about 
them, and rendcr them not only tolerable, but fo 
far amiable as they are inſtrumental and prepara- 
tory for it. If the Bloody, as well as the Milky 
way, leads to God's Throne, a Chriſtian willingly 
walks init. In ſhort, A lively Hope accompanies 
a Chriſtian to his laſt expiring Beath, ill it 1s con- 
ſummated in Celeſtial fruition. So that Death it 
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{elf, the univerſal Terror of Mankind, is made de 
fHrable, as an entrance into Immortality, and the 
firſt day of our Triumph. Thus [ have conſidered 
ſome particular Precepts of Chriſt, which are of 
greateſt uſe for the government of our Hearts and 
Livesz and the Reaſons upon which they are 
grounded to make them effe:tual. Now to diſco- 
ver more fully the compleatneſs of the Evangelical 
Rule, I will conſider it with reſpect to the Law of 
Zoſes, and the Fhiloſophy of the Heathens. 


CHAP. XNVIL 


The Perfetion of Chriſt's Laws appears by compa- 
ring them with the Precepts of Moſes. The 
Temple-Service was manays d with Pomp ſuitable 
to the drſpoſition of the |ews, and the aiſpenſation 
of the ].aw. The Chriſtian Service s& Pure and 
Sprritzal, The Levitical Ceremonies and Orna- 
ments are excluded from it, not on!y as unneceſſary, 
but tnconſſtent with its Spiritua'tty. The Obligation 
ro the Rituals of Moſes 1s abo'iſhd, to introduce 
real Riohreouſnrſs. The Indulgence of Polygamy 
and Divorce i taken away by Ch:iit, and Marriage 
reſtored to its Prinitive Purity, He cleared the 
Law from the darkening Glolles of the Phariſces : 
And enforced it by new Obligations. The Law of 
Chrilt excceds the Rules which the hioheſt Vialters 
ef Morality the School of Nature ever preſcri- 
bed. Philoſophy ts d-feitive as to Piety, and mm 
feveral things contrary tout. Philoſophers delrve- 
red unworthy Concept:o9ns of God. Philoſophy doth 
7:98 enjoin the Love of God, which is the firit and 
great Command of the Natural Law. Philoſphers 
'ay down the ſervile Maxim, To comply with the 
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common Idolatry. They arrogated to themſelves the 
Praiſe of their Vertue and 'dappineſs. Philoſcphy 
doth not propound the Glory of God for the Supreme 
End of all Humane Aftions. Philoſophy is defeftive 
as to the Duties reſpitting our ſelves and others, It 
allows the firit ſinful motions of the lower Appetites. 
The Stoicks renounce the Paſſions. Philoſophy inſuf- 
ficient to form the Soul to Patience and Content un- 
der Afflictions ; and to ſupport in the hoxr of Death. 
A Refleftion «pon ſome {mmoral Maxims of the 
ſeveral Setts of Philoſophers. 


H E Perfcction of the Laws of Chriſt will fur- 

ther appear, by comparing them with the Pre- 
cepts of Moſes, and with the Rules which the high- 
eſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature 
have preſcribed for the directing our Lives. The 
Goſpel exceeds the Xoſarcal Inſtitution : 

1. In ordaining a Service that is pure, ſpiritual, 
and divine, conſiſting in the Contemplatiou, Love 
and Praiſes of God, ſuch as the holy Angels perform 
above. The Temple-ſervice was managed with 
Pomp and external Magniticence, ſuitable to the diſ- 
poſition of that People and the diſpenſation of the 
Law. The Church was then 1 zts Infant-ſtate, as 
St. Paulexprelles it : and that Age is more wrought 
on by Senſe than Reaſon : For ſrch is the ſubordi- 
ration of our Faculties, that the vegerative firſt 
Acts, then the ſenſitive, then the rational, as the 
Organs appointed for its uſe acquire PerfeQtion. The 
Knowledg of the Fews was oblcure and imperfedct, 
avd the external part of their Religion was ordered 
in ſuch a manner, that the Senſes were much affe- 
ted. Their Lights, Perfumes, Muſick and Sacri- 
ices were the proper entertainment of their external 
Faculties. Belides, being cncompaſt with d__ 
whol: 
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ſelf, the univerſal Terror of Mankind, is made de 
; frable, as an entrance into Immortality, and the 
firſt day of our Triumph. Thus I have conſidered 
ſome particular Precepts of Chriſt, which are of 
greateſt uſe for the government of our Hearts and 
Livesz and the Reaſons upon which they are 
grounded to make them effeftual. Now to diſco- 
ver more fully the compleatneſs of the Evangelical 
Rule, I will conſider it with reſpect to the Law of 
Zoſes, and the Fhiloſophy of the Heathens. 


CHAP. XNVIL 


The Perfeftion of Chriſt's Laws appears by compa- 
ring them with the Precepts of Moſes. The 
Temple- Service was manag d with Pomp ſuitable 

to the drſpofition of the Jews, and the alſpenſation 
of the Law. The Chriſtian Service s Pure and 
Spritzal, The Levitical Ceremonies and Orna- 
ments are excluded from it, not on!y as unneceſſary, 
but #nconfſtent with its Spiritza' ity. The Oblivatien 
zo the Rituals of Moſes 1s abo'rſhd, to introduce 
real Righteoufſn:ſs. The Indulgence of Polygamy 
and Divorce #& taken away by Ch:1it, and Marriage 
reſtored to its Primitive Purity, He cleared the 
Law from the darkening Glolles of the Phariſces : 
And enforced it by new Obligations. The Law of 
Chrilt excceds the Rules which the hinheſt Vialters 
ef Morality the School of Nature ever preſcri- 
bed, Philoſophy 1s d-feitive as to Piety, and in 
ſeveral thinss contrary to it, Philoſophers aclive- 
red unworthy Concept:9ns of God. Philoſophy doth 
7:98 enjuoin the Love ef God, which is the firit and 
great Cammand of the Natural Law. Philoſphers 
'ay dawn the ſervite Maxim, To comply with the 

common 
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common Idolatry. They arrogated to themſelves the 
Praiſe of their Vertne and 'dappineſs. Philoſcpby 
doth not propound the Glory of God for the Supreme 
End of all Humane Aftions. Philoſophy is defettive 
a4 to the Duties reſpitting our ſelves and others, It 
allows the firi# ſinful motions of the lower Appetites, 
The Stoicks renounce the Paſſions. Philoſophy inſuf- 

\ ficient to form the Soul to Patience and Content wn- 
der Aﬀflictions ; and to ſupport im the hoxr of Death, 
A Refleftion «pon ſome \mmoral Maxims of the 
ſeveral Sefts of Philoſophers. 


H E Perfcttion of the Laws of Chriſt will fur- 

ther appear, by comparing them with the Pre- 
cepts of Moſes, and with the Rules which the high- 
eſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature 
have preſcribed for the directing our Lives. The 
Goſpel exceeds the 4oſaical Inſtitution : 

1. In ordaining a Service that is pure, ſpiritual, 
and divine, conſiſting in the Contemplatiou, Love 
and Praiſes of God, ſuch as the holy Angels perform 
above. The Temple-ſervice was managed with 
Pomp and external Magnihcence, ſuitable to the dif- 
polition of that People and the diſpenſation of the 
Law. The Church was then un zts Infant-ſtate, as 
St. Paulexpreſles it : and that Aye is more wrought 
on by Senſe than Reaſon :- For ſ{rch 1s the ſubordi- 
ration of our Faculties, that the vegerative firſt 
Atts, then the /enſitive, then the rational, as the 
Organs appointed for its uſe acquire Perfection. The 
Knowledg of the Fews was obſcure and imperfect, 
avd the external part of their Religion was ordered 
in ſuch a manner, that the Senſes were much affe- 
ted. Their Lights, Perfumes, Muſick and Sacri- 
lices were the proper entertainment of their external 
Faculties. Belides, being encompaſt with — 
whol-: 
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whoſe Service to their Idols was full of Ceremonies, 
to render the Temptation ineffeftual, and take off 
trom the efficacy of thoſe Allurements which might 
{ſeduce them to the imitation of Idolatry, God or- 
daincd his Service to be performed with great fplen- 
dour. Add further, the Diſpenſation of the Law 
was typical and myſterious, repreſenting by viſible 
material O\;jefts, and their Power to raviſh the Sen- 
ſes, Spiritual things, and their efticacy to work up- 
on the Soul. But our Redeemer hath rent the Vell, 
ard brought forth Heavenly things into a tull Day, 
and the cleareſt Evidence. Whereas Moſes was ve- 
xy exact in deſcribing the numerous Ceremonies of 
the Jenzſh Religion, the quality of their Sacrifices, 
the Place, the Perſons by whom they mult be prepa- 
1cd and preſented to the Lord : We are now com- 
manded 10 draw near to God with cleanſed Hands 
and purified Hearts, and that Men pray every where, 
lifting up holy Hands, without wrath and doubting, E- 
yery Place 13a Temple, and every Chriltian a Prieſt, 
to offer up Spiritual Incenſe to God. The molt of 
the Lewvit:cal Ceremonies and Ornaments are exclu- 
ded from the Chriſtian Service, not only as unneceſ- 
fary, but inconhſtent with its Spiritualneſs : As 
Paint, they corrupt the native Beauty of Religion. 
The Apoſtle tells us, that humane Eloquence was not 
 ufed inthe hrſt preaching of the Goſpel,leſt it ſhould 
render the truth of it uncertain,and rob the Croſs of 
Chriſt of its Glory in converting the World : for 
there might be ſome Pretence to imagine, that 'twas 
not the ſupernatural virtue of the Doctrine, and the 
eſhcacy of its Reaſons, but the Artifice of Orators that 
overcame the Spirits of Men. So, if the Service of 
Lne Goſpel were made fo pompous, the Worſhip- 
pers would be enclined to bzlheve, that the external 
patt was the moſt principal, ard to content them- 

{elves 
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ſelves in that without the Aims and AﬀeCctions of 
the Soul, which are the Life of all our Services. Be- 
ſides, upon another account outward Pomp in Re- 
ligion 1s apter to quench than enflame Devotion : 
For we are {o compounded of Fleſh and Spirit, that 
when the corporeal Faculties are vehemently affected 
with their Oetts, *tis very hard for the Spiritual 
to act with equal vigour; there being ſuch Com- 
merce between the Fancy and the outward Senſes, 
that they are never exerciſcd in the reception of 
their Objects, but the Imagination is drawn that 
way, and canot preſent to the Mind diſtin&tly and 
with the calmneſs that is requiſite, thoſe things on 
which our Thoughts ſhould be fixt. But when thoſe 
diverting Objects are removed, the Soul directly aſ- 
cends to God, and looks on him as the Searcher and 
Judg of the Heart ; and worſhips him proportiona- 
bly to his Perfections. That this was the Deſign 
of Chriſt, appears particularly in the Inſtitution of 
the Sacraments, which he ordained in a merciful 
Condeſcenſion to our preſent State : for there is a 
ratural Deſire 1n us to have Pledges of things pro- 
miſed 3 therefore he was pleaſed to add to the De- 
claration of his Will in the Goſpel the Sacraments, 
as cenfirming Seals of his Love ; by which the Ap- 
plication of his Benefits is more ſpecial, and the re- 
preſentation more lively, than that which is meerly 
by the Word. But they are few in number, only 
Baptiſm aud the Lord's Supper, fimple in their Na- 
ture, and eaſy in their ſignitication, moſt fit to re- 
lieve our Inirmities, and to raiſe our Souls to Hea- 
venly things. Briefly, the Service of the Goſpel is 
anſwerable to the excellent Light of Knowledg ſhed 

abroad in the Hearts of Chriſtians. 
2. Our Redcemer hath aboliſ}*d all Obligation to 
the other Rituals of /oſes, to introduce tha : _ 
igh- 
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Righteouſneſs which was lignified by them. The 
carnal Commandments given to the Jews, are called 
Statutes that were not pood, E,zeK.20.25. either in re- 
{pet of their Matter, not bcing perfective of 
the humane Nature ; or their Effect, for they 
brought Dcath to the Diſobedient, not Life to the 
Obedient : the moſt ſtricc Obſervation af them 
cid not make the Performers either bertrer, or haps 
1'y. Bnt Chriſtians are dead to theſe Elements, Col. 2. 
that is, perfectly freed from Subjeftion to them. 
The Kingdom of God conſiſts not in Meat and Drink, 
but Righreouſacſs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
G hoſt ;, for he that in theſe things ſerves Chriſt, © ac- 
ceptable ro God, aud approved of Men. Rom.14.17,18. 
We arc commanded to purge out the old Leaven of 
Malice and Wickediicſs, that fowers and ſwells the 
Mind, and to keep the Feaſt with the unleavened Bread 
of Smcerity and Truth, We are obliged to preſerve 
our ſelves undefiled from the moral ImperfeCctions, 
the Vices and Paſlions, which were repreſented by 
the natural Qualirics of thoſe Creatures which were 
forb dden to the Jews, and to purify the Heart in- 
ite:d of th: frequent waſhings under the Law. But 
the Goſpel frees us from the intolerable Yoke of 
the legal Ahitinences, Obſervations and Diſciplines, 
the amuſomcnts of low and ſerviie Spirits, where- 
w:th they wouid compenſate their Defects in real 
Holineſs, and exchanze the ſubſtance of Reilgion 
tor the Shadow and Colours of it. For this reaſon 
the Apoſtle is ſevere againſt thoſe, who would join 
tie Fringes of Meſes to the Robe of Chilit. 

3. The Induigence of Polygamy and Divorce 
that was granted to the Jews, is taken away by 
Chriſt, and Marriage reſtored to the Purity of its 
firit Inititution. The Permillion of theſe was by a 
palitical Lzw, and the eliegt was temporal lmpunt- 
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ty. For God is to be conſidered not only in the re- 
Jation of a Creator, and univerſal Governour, that 
gave Laws to regulate Conſcience; but in a ſpecial 
relation to the Jews as their King by Covenant. 
Belides his general Right and Dominion, he had 
a peculiar Soveraignty over them. And as in a 
Civil State a prudent Governour permits a leſs 
Evil for the prevention of a greater, without an 
approbation of it; So God was pleaſed in his 
Wiſdom to tolerate thoſe things, in condeſcenſion 
to their carnal and perve:ſe Humours ; al. 2. 1.5, 
15. for the hardneſs of thur Hearts; Mat. 19. $. 
leit worſe Inconventence [liould follow. But our 
Saviour reduces Marriage to the SanCtity of its ori- 
ginal, when Min was formed according to the 
Image of God*s Ho:incſs : ar. 19. 4,5,6. He that 
made them at the beginain7, made them Male and Fe- 
male : for thu cane ſhall + 37m leave Father and Mo- 
ther, and cleave to his I! ic, aud they twain ſhall be 
one Fleſh. What thirefore God bath joyned together, 
let no Man put afind:r, From the Unity of the 
Perſon, that one Mal: was made and one Femal'e, 
it follows that the ſupcr-inducing of another into 
the Marriige-bed 15 againit the firſt Inſtitution. 
And the Union that i; hetween them not being 
only civil in a conſent of Witk, bt natural by the 
joyning of two Bod s, formthing racural muſt in- 
tervene to diilolve it, w1z. the Adultery of on? 
Party. Excepting that caſe, our Saviour ſeverely 
for bids the putting the Wife away and marrying 
ancther, a> a violation cf Conjugal Honour. 

4. Our Redeemer hath improved the Cb] gations 
of the Moral Law, by a «learer dif 0.cry of the 
Purity and extent of its Precepts, and by pccu'tar 
and powerful Enfercements. In lis Sermon on the 
Mount he clears it from the Carkcning glofles of 
the 
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the Phariſees, who obſerved the Letter of the Law, 
but not the Deſign of the Lawgiver. He declarcs 
that not only the groſs Act, but all things of the 
ſame alliance are forbidden ; not only Murder but 
raſh Anger, and villifying words which wound the 
Reputation : Not only actual Pollution, but the 
Impurity of the Eye, and the ſtaining of the Soul 
with unclean Thoughts, are all compriſed in the 
Prohibition. He informs them that every Man in 
Calamity is their Neighbour, and to be relieved, 
and commands them to love their deadlieſt Ene- 
mies. Briefly, He tells the Multitude, (Mat.s. 20.) 
That unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, that is, the utmoſt 
that they thought themſelves obligcd to, they ſhould 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Beſides, our 
Saviour hath ſuperadded ſpecial Enforcements to 
his Precepts. The Arguments to perſwade Chri- 
ſtians to be univerſally Holy, from Chriſt's re- 
deeming them for that great end, was not known 
cither in the Oeconomy of Nature, or the Law : 
For before our lapſed ſtate, there was no need of 
a Redeemer, and he was not revealed during the 
Legal Diſpenſation. His Death was only ſhadow- 
ed forth in Types, and forctold in ſuch a manner 
as was obſcure to the Jews. "The Goſpel urges 
nw Reaſons to increaſe our averſion from Sin, 
which neither 4dam nor Moſes were acquainted 
with. So the Apoſtle dehorts Chriſtians from Un- 
cleanneſs, .becauſe their Bodies are Members of 
Chriſt, and Temples of the Holy Gho#F, 2 Cor.9.19,20. 
and therefore ſhould be inviolably conſecrated to 
Purity. If the Utenſils of the Temple were ſo 
{acred, tht the employing them to a common uſe, 
was revenzed in a miraculous manner ; How much, 
ſorer Puniſhment ſhall be inſlifted on ——_— 
NG 
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defile themſelves, after they were ſanitified by the 
Blood of the Covenant ? Heb. 10.19. The Goſpel 
alſo recommends to us Love to one another, in 
imitation of that admirable Love which Chriſt ex- 
prelt to us, and commands the higheſt Obedierce 
even unto Death when God requires it, in confor- 
mity to our Redeemer's Sufterings. Theſe and 
many other Motives are derived from a pure vein 
of Chriſtianity, and exalt the /foral Law to a 
higher pitch, as to it2Obligation upon Men, than 
in 1ts firſt delivery by Moſes. 

2. The Laws of Chriit exceed the Rules which 
the beſt Malters of Moraluy in the School of Na- 
ture have preſcribcd for the Governmeat of our 
Lives. ?Tis true, there are remairing Principles 
of the Moral Law in the Heart of Man; ſome 
warm Sparks are ſtil] left which the Philoſophers 
laboured to enliven and cheriſh. Many exceilent 
Precepts of Morality they delivered, either to 
caim the Aﬀections and lay the Storms in our 
Breaſts, whereby the moit Men are guilty and mi- 
ſerable, or to regulate the civi/ Converſation with 
others. And lince the coming of Chriſt, Prome- 
thew-like (5), they brought their dead Torches to 
the Sun, and ſtole ſome Light from the Scriptures. 
Yet upon fſcarching we thall eaftily diſcover, thar 
notwithitanding all thcir boaſts, to purge the Soul 
from Defilements contratted by Union with the 
Body, and to reſtore it to Its Primitive Pcrfettion, 
They became vain in their Thoughts, and their fooliſh 
Heart was darkened. Altho the wilgar Heathens 


thought 


(s) Reccmtiores Platonice Virtures quaſdam poſuerunt pur- 
gativas ſed ſpurias 3 illas enim & Scriptoribus Chriſtianis ſuffu- 
rati ſunt, namque cjuſmod! virturum nullus omnino ante Chri- 
ſtum meminit, £, Vices de Vit, Rel, Chniſt, 
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thought them to be Guides in the ſafe way, yet 

they were Companions with them in. their 'wan- 
derings ; and Truth inſtructs us, that when the 
Blind leads the Blind, both fall into the Ditch, 1 
will briefly ſhew that their /orals are defeCtive, 
and mixt with falſe Rules : only premiſing three 
things. 

1. That I ſhall not inſiſt on their Ignorance of 
our Redeemer, and their Infidelity in reſpe&t of 
thoſe Evangelical Myſteries that are only diſcovered 
by Revelation ; for that preciſely conſidered, doth 
not make them guilty before God : But only take 
notice of their Defects in Natural Religion, and 
Moral Duties, to which the Law written in the Heart 
obliges all Mankind ; Roz. 2. 15. 

2. That Vertue is not to be confounded with 
Vice, altho 'tis not aſſiſted by ſpecial Grace. Thoſe 
who performed Afts of C:vil Juſtice, and Kind- 
neſs, and Honour, were not guilty as thoſe who 
violated all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. Their 
Heroick Actions were praiſe-worthy among Men, 
and God gave them a Temporal Reward ; altho 
not being enlivened by Faith, and purified by Love 
to God, and an holy Intention for his Glory, 
they were dead Works, unprofitable as to Salya- 
tion. 

3. Their higheſt Rule, v#z- To live according 
to Nature, is imperfect and inſufficient (r). For 
altho Nature in its e7:ginal Purity furniſa'd us with 
perfett Inſtrutions, yet in Its corrupe State *tis not 
ſo enlizhtned and regular,as todirect us in our uni- 
verſal Duty. *T1s as poſlible to find all the Rules 
of 


(t) Zvwearis 75 $/csir. Naturam optimam ducem fc- 
qui. Stoici patſim, 
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of Architetture in the Ruines of a Building, as to 
find in the remaining Principles of the Natural 
Law, full and ſufficient Directions for the whole 
Daty of Man, cither as to the performing Good, 
or avoing Evil. The Alind i darkened and defiled 
with Error, that indiſpoſes it for its Office : Eph. 4. 
17, 18. 

I will now proceed to ſhew how inſuſſicient Phi- 
loſophy is to direct us in our Cuty to God, our 
ſclves and others. 

Firſt, In reſpe(t of Picty, which is the chiefeſt 
Duty of the reaſonable Creature, Phzloſophy is very 
defective, nay, in many things contrary to it : 

1. By delivering unworthy Notions and: Con- 
ceptions of the Deity. Not only the v#lgar Hea- 
thens changed the Truth of God into a Lie, when they 
meaſured his Incomprehenfible Perfeftions by the 
narrow compals of their limaginations, or when 
looking on him through the appearing Diſorders 
of the World, they thought him unjult and cruel 3 
as the moſt beautiful Face ſeems deformed and 
monſtrous in a diſturbed ſtream : But the moſt 
renowned Philoſophers diſhonoured Him by their 
baſe Apprehenſions. For the true Notion of God, 
ſignifies a Being Infinite, Independent, the univer- 
{al Creator, who preſerves Heaven and Earth, the 
abſolute Dire&tor of all Events ; That his Provi- 
dence takes notice of all Actions, that he is a libc« 
ral Rewarder of thoſe that ſeek Him, and a juſt 
Revenger of thoſe that violate his Laws: Now all 
this was contradicted by Fo (#) Some allerted 

the 


(4) Ariſt. Plat, The Stoicks imagined that God and the World 
mide a compleat Animal, of which He was the Soul, Vid. Aug. de 
Civit, Dei, c, 18, | 
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the World to be eternal, others that Matter was ; 
and in that denied Him to be the firft Cauſe of all 
things. Some limited his Being, confining Him to 
one of the Poles of Heaven; Others extended ir 
only to the Amplitude of the World. The (x) 
Epicureans totally denied his governing Providence, 
and made Him an idle Spectator of things below. 
They aſlerted, That God was contented with his 
own Majeſty and Glory : That whatever was with- 
out Him, was neither in his thoughts nor care; as 
it to be employcd in ordering the various Accidents 
of the World, were incompatible with his Bleſ- 
{edneſs, and He needed their Impiety to relieve 
Him. Thus by confining his Power who is Infinite, 
they denied Him 1n confeſſing Him. (y) Others 
allowed Him to regard the great Afairs of King- 
doms and Nations, to manage Crowns and Scep- 
ters ; but to ſtoop fo low as to regard particular 
things, they judged as unbecoming the Divine Na- 
ture, as for the Sun to deſcend from Heaven 
to light a Candle for a Servant in the dark. 
They took the Scepter out of God's hand, and 
ſet up a fooliſh and blind Power to diſpoſe of all 
mutable things. Seneca himſelf repreſents Fortune 
(Vid. Epiſt.74.) as not diſcerning the Worthy from 
the Unworthy, and ſcattering its Gifts ane! re- 

pect 
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(x) Fpicsrs nec Philoſophi in rebus fanQis, nec ſanti in 
Philoſophia. Avg. c. 7. de viva Rel. T3 Suunto dpdme7er, 
£72 4VT9 TY YUATH EX £74 WNW mage; Irridendum, 
agcre curam rerum humanarum illud quicquid eſt ſummum, 
Arne tam triftt arqz multiplici miniſterio non pollui credamus 
dubiremuſque ? Pl. lib. 2. c. 7, 

(Y) Autor Lib, de Mundo, Magna Dii curant parya negligunt, 
Cictro de Nat, Deor, | 
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ſpect to Vertue. (z) Some made Him a Servant. 
to Nature ; That he neceſlarily turn'd the Spheres * 
Others ſubjeted Him to an invincible Deſtiny, that 
He could not do what He deſired. Thus the wiſeſt 
of the Heathens diſhonoured the Deity by their 
falſe Imaginations, and inſtead of repreſenting 
him with his proper Attributes, drew a Picture 
of themſelves. Beſides, their impious Fancies had 
2 pernicious Influence upon the Lives of Men : e- 
ſpecially the denial of his Providence ; for that 
took away the ſtrongeſt reſtraint of corrupt Na- 
ture, the fear of future Judgment. For humane 
Laws do not puniſh ſecret Crimes that are innu- 
merable, nor all open, as thoſe of Perſons in 
Power, which are moſt hurtful : Therefore they 
area weak Inſtrument to preſerve Innocence and 
Vertue. Only the reſpe&t of God to whom every 
Heart 1s manifeſt, every Action a Teſtimony, and 
cvery great Perſon a Subject, is of equal force to 
give check to Sin in all; in the Darkneſs of the 
Night, and the Light of the Day ; in the Works 
of the Hand, and the Thoughts of the Heart. 

2. Philoſophy is very defeCtive as to Piety, in 
not injoyning the Love of God. The firſt and 
great Command in the Law of Nature, ( the or- 
der of the Precepts being according to their Dig- 
nity ) is this, Thox ſhale love the Lord with all thy 
. Heart, Soul, and Strength. *Tis moſt reaſonable 
that our Love ſhould firſt aſcend to Him, and in its 
full vigour : For our Obligations to him are in{i- 
nite, and all inferiour Objets are incomparably 

Z 2 beneath 
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(x) Adimit Ariſtoteles Deo id quod in entibus ratione przditis 
cſt optimum libertarem, & ex Principe Mundi facic Miniſtrum 
Naturz, cui in agcndo ſerviar. Seneca brings in Jupiter, t2.) 
Supreme God, Jerteng to wertuous Men wn thar Calamities, Quia 
non poteram vos iſtis ſubducere, ad yerſus omwa armay!, 
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beneath him. Yet Philoſophers ſpcak little or no- 
thing of this, which 1s the principal part of Natural 
Religion. Arz/totle who was 1o clcar-lighted in 0- 
ther things, when he diſcourſes of God, is not 
only affectedly obſcure to conccal his Ignorance, 
as the Fiſh which troubles the Water for fear of 
being catch'd ; but ?tis on the occaſion of ſpecu- 
lative Sciences, as in his Phyſicks, when he conſi- 
ders him as the fir{t Cauſe of all the motions in the 
World 3 or in his 2etaphyſicks, as the ſupreme Be- 
icg, the knowledg of whom he ſaith is molt noble 
init ſelf, but of no uſe to Men. But in his 44- 
zals, where he had reaſon to conſider the Deity 
as an Obje&t moſt worthy of our Love, Reſpect, 
and Obedicnce in an infinite Degree, he totally 
omits ſuch a Repreſentation of him, although the 
Love of God is that alone which gives price to 
all Moral Vertues. And from hence it is that Phi- 
loſophy 1s ſo defective as to Rules for the prepa- 
ring Men for an intimate and delighttul Communi- 
on with God, which is the effe&t of holy and per- 
fect Love, and the ſupreme Happineſs of the rea- 
ſonable Nature. If in the Platonical Philoſophy 
there are ſome things dircCting to 1t, yet they are 
but frigidly expreſt, and ſo obſcurely, that like 
Inſcriptions in ancient Medals or Marbles which 
are defaced, they are hardly legible. This 1s the 
iingular Character of the Goſpel, that diſtinguiſhes 
i. from all humane Inſtitutions ; it repreſents the 
infinite Amiableneſs of God, and his Goodneſs to 
us, to Cxcite our Aﬀections to him in a ſuperlative 
manner : i: commands us to follow him as dear Chil- 
dre, and prelics us to ſeek for thoſe Diſpoſitions 
which may qualitie ns for the enjoyment of him in 
a way of Friendſhip and Love. 


3. The 
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3. The beſt Philoſophers laid down this ſervile 
and pernicious Maxim, (a) That a wiſe Man ſhould 
always conform to the Religion of his Country. 
Socrates, who acknowledged one Supreme God, 
yer ( according to the Counſel of the Oracle 
that direted all to Sacrifice according to the 
Law of the City) adviſed his Friends to com- 
ply with the common Idolatry, without any dif- 
ference in the outward worſhip of Him and Crea- 
tures 3 and thoſe who did otherwiſe, he branded as 
ſuperltitious and vain. And his praCtice was ac- 
cordingly. For he frequented the Temples, af- 
liſted at their Sacriſices, which he declares before 
his Judges, to purge himſelf from the Crime of 
which he was accuſed. Senec.s ſpeaking of the 
Heathen-worſhip,acknowledges 'twas nnreaſonable, 
and only the multitude of Fools rendred it excu- 
ſable; yer hz would have a Philoſopher ro con- 
form to thoſe Cuſtoms in Obedience to the Law, 
not as plealing to the Gods. Thus they made 
Religion a dependence on the State. They per- 
formed the Rites of Heatheniſh Superſtition, that 
were either filthy, phantaſtical, or cruel, ſuch as 
the Devil, the Maſter of thoſe Ceremonies, ordain- 
ed. They became lef3 than Men, by worſhipping 
the molt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and ſunk 
themſelves, by the moſt exccrable Idolatry,beneath 
the Powers of darknefs, to. whom they offered 
Sacrifice, Now this Philoſophical Principle is the 

&4 moſt 


a) Xenop.1. 1. memor. Plzto agnovir unum Deum, ſummum 
Opificem uniyerſi,ſed prxrer cum ſtaruir Deos duplices, Dieoncs 
& H:yoas, quibus facra fieri jufſic. Apt. Ur nemo fuerit dubira- 
turus furcre eos, f1 cum paucioribus turcrent, nunc ſamratis pa- 
rrocinium inſanicntium turba, quz omnia ſapiens ſervabir tan- 
quam legibus juila, non ranquam D11s grara, Ag), 5, C19. dt 
Cicitat, 
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moſt palpable violation of the Law of Nature ; 
for that inſtructs us that God is the only ObjeCt of 
Religion, and that we are to obey him without ex- 
ception from any inferiour Power. Here twas 
Conſcience to diſobey the Law, and a moſt wor- 
thy Cauſe,wherein they ſhould have manifeſted that 
generous contempt of Death they ſo much boaſted 
of. But they detained the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; 
ad although they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, but changed the Glcry of the Incorruptible God, 
znto an Image made like to a corruptible Man, and to 
Birds, and Beaſts, and creeping things: (b) A Sinof 
{ſo provoking a nature, that God gave them up to 
the vileſt Luſts, Carnal Impurity being a jult py- 
niſhment of Spiritual. 

4. They arrogated to themſelyes the ſole praiſe 
of their Vertues and Happineſs. This Impiety is 
moſt viſible in the writings of the Stoicks (c) the 
Phariſees in Philoſophy. They were ſo far from 
depending on God for Light and Grace in the con- 
duct of their Lives, and-from praying to him to 
make them vertuous, that they oppoſed nothing 
with more pride and contempt. They thought 
that Wiſdom would loſe its Valuc and wn 

Lnat 
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(b) Rom. 1. 23, 24, Licet a populo diverſa fentirent, Templa 
haherent communia cum populo. Azg. lib. 4. cont. 7ul. 

(c) Judicium hoc omnjum mortalium, forrunam a Deo peten- 
dam, a ſcipſo ſumendam fapicntiam. Cicero. Hoc in ſapientia 
pretioſum arque magnificum eft, quod non obvenit, qued iſlam 
quiſque fibi deber, quod non ab alio peritur : quid haberes in 
Philoſophia quod ſuſpiceres, {1 beneficiaria res eſſet ? Senec. 
Epiſt. 9. Quis quod vir bonus eflet gratias Diis egit unquam ? 
2t quod civis, quod honoratus, quod incolumis, Ci. 1. 3. de 
nat. Deor. Virtutem nemo unquam acceptam Deo rerulit 3 
nimirum re&e. Propter virtutem enim jure laudamur, & 1n 
virture re&e gloriamur, quod non contingeret 11 1d donum a 
Neo, non 2 nobis haberemus, + 
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that nothing were in it worthy of admiration, if 
it came from Above, and depended upon the Grace 
of another. They acknowledged that the natu- 
ral Lite, that Richcs, Honours, and other infe- 
riour I hings, common to the Worlt, were the 
Gifts of God ; but allerted that Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue, the ſpecial PerfeCttions of the Humane Na- 
ture, were the Effects of their own Induſtry. 
Impious folly! to believe that we owe the 
greatelt Benefits to our ſelves, and the lefſer on- 
ly to God. Thus they robbed him of the Ho- 
nour of his molt precious Gifts. So ſtrongly did 
the Poiſon of the Old Serpent, breathed forth in 
thoſe words, Te ſhall be as God, that infefted the 
firſt Man, {till work in his Poſterity. Were they 
Angels in Perfection, yet the Proud reflefting on 
their Excellencies would inſtantly turn them into 
Devils. And as they boaſted of Vertue, ſo of 
Happineſs, as intirely depending upon themſelves. 
They aſcribe to their Wiſe-Man an abſolute Em- 
pire over all thinzs, they raiſe him above the 
Clouds, what ever may diſquiet or diſorder ; they 
exempt him from all Paſſions, and make him ever 
equal to hiinſelf ; that he is never ſurpriſed with 
Accidents ; that *ris not in the power of Pains or 
Troubles to draw a Sigh or Tear from him ; that 
he deſpiſes all that the World can give or take, 
and 1s contented with pure and naked Vertue : in 
ſhort, they put the Crown upon his Head, by attri- 
buting all to the power of his own Spicit. Thus 
they contradicted the Rights of Heaven. Their 
Impiety was ſo bold, that they put no difference 
between God (4) and their Wiſe-Perſon, but this, 

Z 4 that 


(4) Deus non vincic ſapientem falicicate, eriamſi vincir #ta- 
te. See, 
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beneath him. Yet Philoſophers ſpcak little or no- 
thing of this, which 1s the principal part of Natural 
Religion. Ar/totle who was 1o clcar-lighted in 0- 
ther things, when he diſcourſes of God, is not 
only affectedly obſcure to conccal his Ignorance, 
as the Fiſh which troubles the Water for fear of 
being catch*d ; but ?tis on the occaſion of ſpecu- 
lative Sciences, as in his Phyſickhs, when he conſi- 
ders him as the firſt Cauſe of all the motions in the 
World 3 or in his 1etaphyſicks, as the ſupreme Be- 
16g, the knowledg of whom he faith is molt noble 
init ſelf, but of no uſe to Men. But in his 246- 
rals, where he had reaſon to conſider the Deity 
as an Object moſt worthy of our Love, Reſpect, 
and Obedience in an infinite Degree, he totally 
omits ſuch a Repreſentation of him, although the 
Love of God is that alone which gives price to 
all Moral Vertues. And from hence it is that Phi- 
loſophy is ſo defective as to Rules for the prepa- 
ring Men for an intimate and delightiul Communi- 
on with God, which is the effect of holy and per- 
fect Love, and the ſupreme Happineſs of the rea- 
ſonable Nature. If in the Platonical Philoſophy 
there are ſome things dircCting to lt, yet they arc 
but frigidly expreſt, and ſo obſcurely, that like 
Inſcriptions in ancient Medals or Marbles which 
are defaced, they are hardly legible. This 1s the 
iingular Charatter of the Goſpel, that diſtinguiſhes 
it, from all humane Inſtitutions ; it repreſents the 
infinite Amiableneſs of God, and his Goodneſs to 
us, to excite our Aﬀietions to him in a ſuperlative 
manner : it commands us to follow him as dear Chil- 
dren, and preſics us to ſeek for thoſe Diſpoſitions 
which may qualifie us for the enjoyment of him 1n 
a way of Friendſhip and Loye, 


3. The 


{nt Contriving Yan's Redemption. 347 


. The beſt Philoſophers laid down this ſervile 
+ 1 pernicious . Maxim, (a) That a wiſe Man ſhould 
always conform to the Religion of his Country. 
Socrates, who acknowledged one Supreme God, 
yer ( according to the Counſel of the Oracle 
that direfted ali to Sacrifice according to the 
Law of the City) adviſed his Friends to com- 
ply with the common Idolatry, without any dif- 
ference in the outward worſhip of Him and Crea- 
tires 3 and thoſe w ho did otherwiſe, he branded as 
ſuperititious and vain. And his practice was ac- 
cordingly. For he frequented the Temples, af- 
liſted at their Sacriſices, which he declares before 
his Judgzs, to purge himſelf from the Crime of 
which he was accuſed. Senec.s ſpeaking of the 
Heathen-worſhip,acknowledges twas nnreaſonable, 
and only the multitude of Fools rendred it excu- 
ſable; yer hz would have a Philoſopher ro con- 
form to thoie Cuitoms in Obedience to the Law, 
not as plealing to the Gods. Thus they made 
Religion a dependence on the State. They per- 
formed the Rites of Heatheniſh Superſtition, that 
were cither lilthy, phantaltical, or cruel, ſuch as 
the Devil, the Maſter of thoſe Ceremonies, ordain- 
cd. They bec ame le; than Men, by worthipping 
the molt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and ſunk 
themſelves, by the moſt exccrable Idolatry,beneath 
the Powers of darknefs, to whom they offered 


Sacrifice, Now this Philoſophical Principle is the 
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a) Xenop.1. 1, memor. P/:to agnovir unum Deum, ſfummum 
Opificem uniyerſifed prxrer cum ſtaruir Deos duplices, Die/309.75 
& /{:1oat, quibus lacra fieri jufſic. Apal. Ur nemo fuerir dubita- 
turus furere eos, f1 cum paucioribus furcrenr, nunc ſamratis pa- 
trrocinium infanjcntium rurba, quz omna _— {ervabir tan- 
quam legibus juila, non ranquam D11s grata, Aiglt'h, 5, C19. dt 
Cicttat, 
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moſt palpable violation of the Law of Nature ; 
for that inſtructs us that God is the only Object of 
Religion, and that we are to obey him without ex- 
ception from any inferiour Power. Here 'twas 
Conſcience to diſobey the Law, and a moſt wor- 
thy Caule,wherein they ſhould have manifeſted that 
generous contempt of Death they ſo much boaſted 
of. But they- detained the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; 
- azd although they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, but changed the Gliry of the Incorruptible God, 
mnto an Image made like to a corruptible Man, and to 
Bras, and Beaſts, and creeping things: (b) A Sinof 
{ſo provoking a nature, that God gave them up to 
the vileſt Lnſts, Carnal Impurity being a jult pu- 
ni/hment of Spiritual. 

4. They arrogated to themſelves the ſole praiſe 
of their Vertues and Happineſs. This Impiety is 
moſt viſible in the writings of the Stocks (c) the 
Phariſees in Philoſophy. They were ſo far from 
depending on God tor Light and Grace in the con- 
duct of their Lives, and from praying to him to 
make them vertuous, that they oppoſed nothing 
with more pride and contempt. They thought 
that Wiſdom would loſe its Value and Lanes 
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(J) Rom. 1. 23, 24, Licer a populo diverſa fentirent, Templa 
haherent communia cum populo. Arg. lib. 4. cont. Jul. 

c) Judicium hoc omnium mortalium, for tunam a Deo peten- 
dam, a ſcipſo ſumendam fapicntiam. Cicero, Roc in ſapientia 
pretioſum arque magniticum cft, quod non obvenir, qucd illam 
quiſque fibi deber, quod non ab alio peritur : quid haberes in 
Philoſophia quod ſuſpiceres, {1 beneficiarja res efler ? Senec, 
Epiſt. 9. Quis quod vir bonus cſlet gratias Diis egit unquam ? 
3t quod civis, quod honoratus, quod incolumis, Ci. 1. 3. de 
nat. Deor. Virturem nemo unquam acccptam Deo retulit 3 
mimirum re&e, Propter virtutem enim jure laudamur, & 1n 
virtute refe floriamur, quod non contingeret {1 id donum 2 
Neo, non a novis haberemus. = 
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that nothing were in it worthy of admiration, if 
it came from Above, and depended upon the Grace 
of another. They acknowledged that the natu- 
ral Life, that Riches, Honours, and other infe- 
riour Things, common to the Worſt, were the 
Gifts of God ; but allerted that Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue, the ſpecial Perfections of the Humane Na- 
ture, were the Effects of their own Induſtry. 
Impious folly! to believe that we owe the 
greateſt Benefits to our ſelves, and the lefſer on- 
ly to God. Thus they robbed him of the Ho- 
nour of his molt precious Gifts. So ſtrongly did 
the Poiſon of the Old Serpent, breathed forth in 
thoſe words, Te ſhall be as God, that infefted the 
firſt Man, ſtill work in his Poſterity. Were they 
Angels in Perfection, yet the Proud reflecting on 
their Excellencies would inſtantly turn them into 
Devils. And as they boaſted of Vertue, ſo of 
Happineſs, as intirely depending upon themſelves. 
They aſcribe to their Wiſe-Man an abſolute Em- 
pire over all thinzs, they raiſe him above the 
Clouds, what ever may diſquiet or diſorder ; they 
exempt him from all Paſſions, and make him ever 
equal to himſelf ; that he is never ſurpriſed with 
Accidents ; that *tis not in the power of Pains or 
Troubles to draw a Sigh or Tear from him ; that 
he deſpiſes all that the World can give or take, 
and 1s contented with pure and naked Vertue : in 
ſhort, they put the Crown upon his Head, by attri- 
buting all to the power of his own Spicit. Thus 
they contradicted the Rights of Heaven. Their 
Impiety was ſo bold, that they put no difference 
between God (4) and their Wiſe-Perſon, but this, 
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(4) Deus non vincit ſapientem fzlicicate, eriamſi vincic #ta- 
te, See, 
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that God was an immortal Wiſe-Perſon, and a 
Wiſe-Man was a mortal God. Nay, that he had 
this advantage, (lince ?cis great Art to comprize 
many things in a little ſpace,) to enjoy- as much 
Happineſs in an Age, as Jupzer 1n his Eternity. 
And which 1s the higheſt exceſs of Pride and Blaſ- 
phemy, (e) they preferred the wretched imperfect 
Vertue and Happineſs of their Wiſe-Man, before 
the infinite and unchangeable Purity and Felicity of 
God himſelf. For Cod, they ſaid,is wife and happy 
by the Priviledg of his Nature ; whcreas a Philoto- 
Pher 1s ſo by the Diſcourſe of Reaſon, and the 
Choice of his Will, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance 
of his Paſſions, and the Diſhcultics he encounters 
in the World. Thus to raiſe themſelves above 
the 'Throne of God, fince the rebellious Angels, 
none have ever attempted belides the Sroicks. *Tis 
no wonder that they were the moit carly oppo- 
ſers of the Goſpel ; for how could they acknow- 
ledg God 1n his ſtate of Abaſement and Humility, 
who exalted their Vertnous Man above him in his 
Majeſty and Glory ? Yet this 1s the Sect that was 
molt renowned among the Heathens (f ). 

5- Philoſophy is very detective, in not-propoun- 
ding the Glory of God as the End to which all our 
Actions ſhould finally reter. This ſhould have the 
firſt and chief place in that PraCtical Science (g) : 
For every Action receiving 1ts ſpecttication and va- 
lue from the End, that which 1s Supreme and com- 

mo! 
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| () Eſt aliquid quo Sapiens anteceCar Deum, ille naturz be- 
neficio, non ſuo eſt Sapiens. Magna res eſt, habere imbeculita- 
tem hominis, & ſecuritarem Det. Ferre fortiter, hoc eſt quo 
Deum antecedaris, ille extra patientiam malorum eſt, vos ſupra 
patientiam. Senec, | 
- (Cf) Timeone St0ici ſoli fint Philoſophi. Cc. 
(2) 1g 5 nes 516 eidemutiTal 7 Ti) + $524, HVETH Shit], 
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mon to all Aftions, mult be fix'd before we come 
to the particular and ſubordinate ; and that is the 
Glory of God. Now the Deſign of Philoſophers 
in their Precepts, was either, 

Firſt, To uſe Vertue as th2 mcans to obtain 
Reputation and Honour in the World. This was 
evident in their Books and Actions (h). They 
were lick of Self-loye, and did many things to ſatis- 
fy the Eye. They led their lives as in a Scene, 
where one Perſon is'within, and another is repre- 
ſented without, by an artificial imitation of what 
is true. They were ſwell'd with preſumption, ha- 
ving little Merit, and a great deal of Vanity. Now 
this reſpe't to rhe Opinion of others, corrupts the 
Intention, and vitiates the ACtion. "Tis not ſin- 
ccre Vertue, but a ſuperficial appearance that 15 re- 
zarded. For 'tis ſuſhcient to that purpoſe to ſeem 
io be vertuous without being ſo. As a proud Per- 
10n would rather wear Counterfeit Pearls that are 
eſteemed right, then right which are eſteemed 
Counterfeit : So one that is vain-glorious prefers 
the reputation of being vertuous, before real Ver- 
tve (:). From hence we may diſcover that many 
of their molt ſpecious Actions were diſguiſed Sins, 
their Vertues were falſe as their Deities. Upon 
this account St. Auſtin ( Lib. 4 cont. Ful. c. 3. ) con- 
demns the Heroical Aftions of the Romans as vici- 
ous ;, Virtue crvili, non vera, ſed vers ſimils, humane 
olorie ſervierunt. Pride had a principal part in 


Lhem. 
Or, 
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() Quotus enim quiſque Philoſophorum invenirur, qui fir 
ira moratus, ita animo ac vita conſtitutus ur ratio poſtular, qui 
d1(ciplinam ſuam non oſtencationem Scientiz, ſed legem vitz 
puret ? (7) Tora infidclijum vira falſa virrus eſt, etiam in op- 
t1mis moribus, Proſp. 
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Or, ſecondly, the End of Philoſophy was to pre- 
vent the Miſehiefs which Licentiouſneſs and Djſ- 
orders might bring upon Men from without, or to 
preſerve inward Peace, by ſuppreſhng the turbulent 
Paſtions ariling from Luſt or Rage, that diſcompofe 
the Mind. This was the pretended delign of Epr- 
curits (k), to whom Vertue was amiable only as the 
in{troment of Pleaſure. 

Or, thirdly, the Height of Philoſophy, was to 
propound the Beauty of Vertue (7), and its charm- 
ing Aſpect, as the moſt worthy Motive to draw the 
Attections. Now ſuppoling that ſome of the Hea- 
thens, ( although very few ) by diſcovering the in- 
ternal Beauty of Vertue, had a love to it, and per- 
formed ſome things without any private reſpect, 
but for the reCtitude of the Action, and the inward 
{atisfaction that ſprings from It, yet they were ſtill 
defeAive. For Yertue is but a Ray of the Deity, 
and our Duty is not compleat, unleſs it be reierred 
to his Glory who is the Principle and Pattern of it 
in ſhort, the great Creator made Man for himſelf, 
and *tis moſt juſt that as his Fayour 1s our Sovereign 
Happineſs, ſo his Glory ſhould be our Supreme 
End, without which nothing is regular and truly 

Beautiful. 


(Ck ) Epicurus virtutes jaduxit voluptaris ancillas ; abſit au- 
tem ur ver# vircures cuiquam ſerviant niſi illi, vel propter 11. 
lum, cui dictmus Deus virturum conyerte nos. Aug.cont. Fal.l. 4, 

(1) Erras dum interrogas, quid fit illud proprer quod virtu- 
rem petam ? Quzris enim aliquid ſupra ſummum, $2, Nec fa- 
ctle invenics multis e millibus unum, Virturem prerium qui purer 
efle ſui. Ipſe decor re&i fa&i, fi prxmia defint, Non mover, & 
gratis parnicer efſe probum. Ovid, de Pont. Stoici virturem de- 
deſcripſcrunc (ci pta contentam, ab amnibus liberam, & quz ſola 
{11 fir prxmium : Sed licer a quibuſdam tunc verz & honeſtz 
purentur efle yirtutcs, cumad leipſas referuntur nec propter a- 
liud experuncur z ctjam cunc inflarz ac ſuperb# ſunt, & ideo non 
vIrturcs fed vitia judicandaſunt, Azz. lib. 19, de Civit, C. 25. 
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Beautiful, By theſe ſeveral Inſtances it appears 
how inſufficient Philoſophy is to direct us in our 
principal Duty, that reſpects God. 

2. Philoſophy was defeCtive in its dircCtions a- 
bout Moral Dutics, that reſpect our ſelves or 0- 
thers. 

1. Philoſophers were not ſenſible of the firſt In- 
clinations to Sin. They allow the diſorder of the 
ſenſitive Appetite as Innocent, till it palles to the 
ſupreme part of the Soul, and induces it to delibe- 
rate or reſolve upon Moral Actions. For they were 
ignorant of that original and intimate Pollution 
that cleaves to the Humane Nature ; and becauſe 
our Facultics are natural, they thought the firſt Mo- 
tions to forbidden Objects, that are univerſal in the 
beſt as well as worſt, to be natural Deſires, not the 
!rregularitics of Luſt. Accordingly all their Pre- 
cepts reach no further than the Counſels of the 
Heart : But the Deſires and Motions of the lower 
Faculties, though very culpable, are left by them 
indifferent. So that ?tis evident that many Dehle- 
ments and Stains are in their purgative Ver- 
tues. 

2. The Sroicks not being able to reconcile the 
Paſſions with Reaſon, wholly renounced them. 
Their Philoſophy & like the River in Thrace, 


Ovid. Oned potum ſaxea redait 
Met. Viſcera, quod taftis indacit marmora rebus. 


For by a Fiction of Fancy they turn their vertu- 
ous Perſon into a Statue, that feels neither the In- 
clinations of Love, nor the Averſions of Hatred 
that is not touch'd with Joy or Sorrow ; that is ex- 
empt from Fears and Hopes. The tender and 
melting Afﬀections of Nature towards the _— 
+ O 
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of others, they intirely extinguiſh as unbecoming 
perfe& Vertue. They attribute Wiſdom to none, 
but whom they rob of Humanity. Now, as 'tis 
the ordinary effect of Folly to run into one extreme 
by avoiding another, ſo 'tts moſt viſibly here. For 
the AſeQtions are not like poiſonous Plants to be 
eradicated ; but as wild, to be cultivared. They 
were at firſt: ſet inthe freſh Soil of Man's Nature by 
the Hand of God. And the Scripture deſcribes 
the Divine Perfe£tions, and the Attions proceeding 
from them, by Terms borrowed from Humane Af- 
fections, which proves them to be innocent 1n their 
own Nature. Piutarch obſerves when Lycurg#:; 
commanded to cut up all the Vines in Sparta to pre- 
vent Drunkenneſs, he ſhould rather have made 
Fountains by them to allay the heat of the Wines, 
and make them beneficial : So true Wifdom pre- 
{cribe3 how to moderate and temper the Aﬀections, 
nat to deſtroy them. *Tis true, they are now lin- 
fully includ, yet being removed from Carnal to 
Spiritual Objetts, they are excellently ſerviceable. 
As Reaſon is to guide the AﬀeCFtions, ſo they are to 
excite Reaſon, whoſe Operations w ould be 1: inguid 
without them. The Natures that are purely Spi- 
ritual, as the Angels, have an Underſtanding ſo 
clear, as iuddenly to difcover 1a Objects their Qua- 
Itties, and to feel their Efficacy : but Man is com- 
ponnded of two. Natures, and the Matter of his 
Body obſcures the Light of his Mind, that he can- 
ot make ſuch a full diſcovery of Good or Evil at 
the firſt view, as may be requiſite to quicken tus 
purſuit of the one, and flight from the other. Now 
che Aſfections awaken the vigour of the Mind, to 
make an earneſt Application to its Object. They 
arc a5 the Winds, which although ſometimes tem- 
peſtuous,' yer 25% necelary | to convey the Ship ws 
; Lg 
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thc Port. So that 'tis contumelious to the Creator, 
and injurious to the Humane Nature, to take them 
away as abſolutely vicious. The Lord Jeſus, who 
was pure and perfect, expreſs d all humane Aﬀe- 
ions according to the quality of the Objects pre- 
ſ:nted to him : and his Law requires us not to mor- 
tify, but to purify, conſecrate, and employ them 
ſor ſpiritual and honourable Uſes. 

4. Philoſophy is incftectual by all its Rules to 
form the Soul to true Patience and Contentment un- 
der Sufferings. Now conſidering the varicty and 
grcatnels of the Changes and Calamities to which 
the preſent Life is obnoxtous, there is no Vertue 
more 'ncceſlary. And if we look into the World 
before Chriſtianity had reformed the Thoughts and 
I anguage of Men, we ſhall diſcover their miſera- 
ble Errors upon the account of the ſeeming confu- 
lion in humane Afairs, the unequal diſtribution of 
temporal Goods and Evils here below. If the Hea- 
th-ns ſaw Injuſtice triumph over Innocence, and 
Crimes worthy of the ſevereſt puniſhment crown'd 
with Proſperity ; 1f a young Man dicd, who in their 
cſteem deſcrved to live for ever, and a vicious Per- 
ſon lived an Age who was unworthy to be born, 
they complained that the World was not governed 
according to Righteouſneſs, but raſh Fortune or 
blind Fate ruled all. As the Phariſee in the Goſpel, 
ſeeing the Woman that had been a notorious Sin- 
ner ſo kindly received by Chriſt, ſaid within him- 
ſelf, If this Man were a Prophet, he would know who 
it is that touches him : So they concluded, if there 
were a Providence that did ſee and take care of 
ſublunary things, that did not only permit but dif- 
Pole of all Aﬀairs, it would make a viſible diſtin- 
ction between the Yertuous and the Wicked. 


?Its 
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"Tis true, God did not leave the Gentiles with- 
out 4 witneſs of himſelf ;, for ſometimes the Reaſons 
of his -Providence, in the great Changes of the 
World, were ſo conſpicuous, that they might dil- 
cover an Eye 1n the Scepter, that his Government 
was managed with infinite Wiſdom. Other Pro- 
vidences were vail'd and myſterious, and the ſight 
of thoſe that were clear, ſhould have induc*d them 
to believe the Juſtice and Wiſdom of thoſe they 
could not comprehend. As Socrates having read a 
Book of Heraclitws, (Vid. Diog. Laert.) a great 
Philoſopher, but ſtudiouſly obſcure ; and his Judg- 
ment being demanded concerning it, replied, That 
what he underſtood was very rational, and he 
thought what he did not underſtand was ſo. But 
they did not wiſely conſider things. 

The preſent Senſe of Troubles tempted then, 
either to deny Providence, or accule it. Every day 
ſome unhappy wretch or other reproach*d their 
Gods for the Diſaſters he ſuffered (=). Now the 
end of Philoſophy was to redreſs theſe Evils, to 
make an afflifted to be a contented ſtate. The 
Philoſophers ſpeak much of the Power of their 
Precepts to eſtabliſh the Soul in the inſtability of 
Wordly things, to put it into an impregnable For- 
treſs, by its fituation above the moſt terible Acct- 
dents. They boaſted in a Poetical bravery, of 
their Victories over Fortune, that they deſpiſed 
its flattery in a calm, and its fury in a ſtorm, and 
1n every place erect Trophies to Vertue triumphing 
over it. Theſe are great words, and ſound high, 


but are empty of Subſtance and Reality. Upon 
trial 


——_— 


() Tully bimſilf was guilty of this Impicty : Quando neque Dii 
quos tu caſtiſIime coluiſti, neque homines quos ego ſeryay), ſem- 
per ngo1s gratiam rerulerunc, 7zi, 4 Epiſt, ad Urxor; 


j 
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tryal we ſhall ind that all their Armour though po- 
liſhed and ſhining, yet is not of Proof againſt:ſharp 
Afﬀittions. The Arguments they uſed for comfort 
are taken, 


1. From neceſlity; that we are born to Suffe- 
ings, the Laws of humanity, which are unchange- 
2ble, ſubject us ro them. But this conſideration 
is not only incffeftual to cauſe true Contentment, 
but produces the contrary effect : as the ſtrength 
of Egypt is deſcribed to be like a Reed that will 
pierce the hand inſtead of ſupporting it. Thus So- 
lon extremely lamenting the Death of his Son, and 
being ask'd why he ſhed ſo many Barren tears that 
could not make his Son ſpring out of the Duſt ? 
replied ; For this reaſon I weep, becauſe my weep- 
ing can do me no good. Our deſires after freedom 
from Miſeries are inviolable : ſothat every Evil,;the 
more fatal and inevitable it is, the more it afflits 
us. If there be no way of eſcape; the Spirit is 
overcome by Impatience or Deſpair. 

2. From retexion upon the Miſeries that befal 
others. But this kind of Conſolation is vicious in 
its Cauſe, proceeding from ſecret envy and un- 
charitableneſs (»). There is little difference be- 
tween him that regards anothers Miſery to leſſen 
his own, and thoſe who take pleaſure in others 
Afﬀictions. And it adminiſters no real comfort , 
If a thouſand drink of the Watets of Aarah, they 
are not leſs bitter. 

' 3. Others ſought for eaſe under ſufferings, by re- 
membring the Pleaſures that were formerly enjoy- 
cd 


Om ——— 


pr ET th. 


() Nultam tam miſcram-nominabis domum, que non invee 


niac 1n miſeriore (olathums Maleyoli ſolaty genus tugba mulcro» 
rum, Vt; | | 
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ed (o). But this inlames rather than allays the Di- 
ſtemper. For as things are more clearly known, 
ſo more ſenlibly felt by compariſon : He that 1s 
tormented with the Gour, cai not relieve his Mi- 
ſery,, by remembring the pleaſant Wine he drank 
before his ht. 

4. The Stoichs Univerſal Cure of Aﬀfitions was 
(p), to change their Opinion of them, and eſteem 
them not real Evils. Thus Poſſidon:zs ( fo much 
commended by Tilly) who for many Years was un- 
der torturing Diſeaſes, and ſurvived a continual 
Death, being vilited by Pompey at Rhodes, he en- 
tcrtaincd him with a Philoſophical Diſcourſe ; and 
when his pains were moſt acute, he ſaid, Nzhil agrs 
dolor, quanquam ſis moleſtus, nunquam te eſſe confutc- 
bor maium : 1n vain doſt thou allault me, Pain ; tho 
thou art troubleſome, thou ſhalt never force me to 
confeſs thou art Evil. But the folly of this boaſt- 
ing is viſible : for though he might appear with a 
chearful countenance in the Paroxyſm of his Diſ- 
eaſe to commend his Philoſophy, like a Mounte- 
bank that ſwallows Poiſon to pur off his Drugs, yet 
the reality of his Grief was evident : his Senſe was 
overcome, though his Tongue remained a Stolck. 
If words could charm the Senſe not to feel Pains, or 
compoſe the Mind not to reſent Aﬀictions, *twere 
a relief to give mollifying Titles to them : But 
ſince 'tis not Fancy that makes them ſtinging, but 
their contrariety to Nature, 'tis no relief to m__ 

ent 


(0) Tully ſpeaks to the Epicireans : Sed vobis voluptatum per- 
ceptarum recordatio beatam yitam facir, & quidem corpore per- 
ceptarum. Tuſc, | 

(?) Opinio eſt quz nos cruciaty & ranti quodque malum eſt 
quanri raxavimus. Circumſpice iſta quz nos agunr in infaniam, 
quz cum plurimis lachrymis amittimus, ſcimus non daninym in 
h1s moleſtym eſſe, (ed opimonem damny, Seric, 
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ſent them otherwiſe than they are. All thoſe 
ſubtile notions vaniſh, when ſenſible Imprettions 
confute them. 

5- Others compoſed themſelves by conſidering 
the benefit of Patience (q). Diſcontent puts an edge 
on troubles ; to kick againſt the pricks, exaſperates 
the Pain ; to be reſtleſs and turmo1ling,lncreaſes the 
Fever. But this is not properly a Conſolation : 
for although a calm and quiet Submilltion prevents 
thoſe new degrees of trouble, which by fretting and 
vexing we bring upon our {elves ; yet it doth not 
remove the evil, which may be very aſflicting and 
grievous In its own nature : ſo that without other 
conſiderations to ſupport the mind, it will fink un- 
der it. And as thele, ſo many other Arguments 
they uſed to fortify the Spirit againſt Suffcrings, are 
like a Hedge which at a diſtance ſecms to be a ſafe 
retreat from Gun-ſhot, but thoſe who retire to ir, 
fhnd it a weak Defence. This appears by the car- 
rlage of the beſt inſtructed Heathens in their Cala- 
mities : Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe in their Specu- 
lations, they became Fools in PraCtice, and were con- 
founded with all their Philoſophy, when they ſhould 
have made uſe of it. Some killed themſelves for 
the apprehenſion of Sufferings ; their Death was 
not the effect of Courage, but Cowardiſe, the Reme- 
dy of their Fear. Others, impatient of diſappoint- 
ment in their great Deſigns, refuſed to live. I will 
inſtance in two of the moſt eminent among them, 
Cato and Brut (r), they were both Philoſophers of 
the manly Sect ; and Vertue never appeared with a 
brighter luſtre among the Hcathens than when jot- 
ned with a Sroical Reſolution. ' And they were not 

A a im- 
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(1 Levius fit patientia, quicquid corrigere fit nefas, Hor, 
” ) Zenoni a quo caepit rigida ac virilis lapicatia, 
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imperfect Proficients, but Maſters in Philofophy. 
Seneca employs all the Ornaments of his Eloquence 
to make Cato's Elogy (/ſ) : He repreſents him as the 
couſummate Exemplar of Wiſdom, as one that re- 
alized the ſublime Idca of Vertue deſcribed in their 
Writings. And Brutus was efteemed equal to Cato. 
Yet theſe, with all the Power of their Philoſophy, 
were not able to bear the ſhock of Adyerſity. Like 
raw Fencers, one thruſt put them into ſuch diſor- 
der, that they forgot all their InſtruCtions in the 
place of trial. For being unſucceſsful in their En- 
deavours to reſtore Rome to its Liberty, overcome 
with Diſcontent and Deſpair, they laid violent 
Hands upon themſelves. Cato being prevented in 
his firſt attempt, afterwards tore open his Wounds 
with fierceneſs and rage. And Brutus, ready to 
plunge the Sword into his Breaſt, complained that 
Vertue was bat a vain Name. So inſufficient are 
the beſt Precepts of meer natural Reaſon to relieve 
us In diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dried up in the 
heat of Summer when there is the moſt need of them; 
ſo all Comforts fail in Extremity that are not deri- 
ved from the Fountain of Life. 

I will only add how ineffectual Philoſophy 1s to 
{upport usin a dying hour. The fear of Death is 
a Paſſion ſo ſtrong, that by it Men are kept in Bon- 
dage all their days. "Tis an Enemy that threatens 
none whom it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but 
It threatens. Certainly that Spettre which (t) Ceſar 
had not courage to look in the face, is very afright- 
ing. Alexander himſelf that ſo often deſpiſed it 

in 


(s) Cape quantum debes vircutis pulcherrimz ac magnificentiſ- 
fimz ſpectem, quz nobis non ſertis, ſed ſudore & ſanguine colenda 
eſt. Aſpice Marcum Catoiem, (t) Er pridie quam occideretur, in 
ſermone rato ſuper coenam, apud 2. Lepi4um, quiſnam eſfler finis 
vite commodiflimus,repentinum inopinatumque prerulerat, St, 
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in the Field, when Paſſion that tranſported him caſt 
a Vail over his Eyes ; yet when he was ſtruck with 
a mortal Diſeaſe in Babylor, and had Death in his 
view, (#) his Palace was filled with Prieſts and Di- 
viners, and no Superſtition was ſo fortiſh, but he 
uſed to preſerve himſelf. And alchough the Philo. 
ſophers ſeemed to contemn Death, yer the great: 
Preparations they made to encounter it, argue a ſe- 
cret Fear in their Breaſts. Many Diſcourſes, Rea-- 
ſonings, and Arguments are employed to {weetcn 
that cruel neceſſity, but they are all ineffectual. 

r. That 'tis the condition of our Nature : to be 
2 Man and immortal, are inconſiſtent. But this Con- 
ſolation afflicts to Extremity (x). If there were 
any means to eſcape, the Soul might take courage. 
He is doubtly miſerable, whoſe Miſery is without 
remedy. 

2, That it puts a period to all temporal Evils. 
But as this Is of no force with thoſe who are proſpe- 
rous, and never felt thoſe Miſeries which make Life 
intolerable (y) ; ſo it cannot rationally relieve any 
that have not good hopes of Felicity after Death. 
The Heathens diſcovered not the ſting of Death. 
as *tis the Wages of Sin, and configns the guilty to 
eternal Death ; ſo that they built upon a falfe Foun- 
dation, as if it were thecure of all Evils. 

3. They encouraged themſelves from their Igno- 
rance of the Conſequences of Death, whether it 
only changed their Place, or extinguiſhed their Per- 
ſons. Socrates (z) whodied with a ſeeming indiffe- 

Aa2 rence, 
(») Vid. Plutarch. (x) Stultum eſt rimere quod v1tare non potiis, 
Laber, In illis qui morbo finiuntur, magnum ex ipſa neceſlitate fo- 
latium eſt. Plix. (y) Morior ; hoc dicis, deſinam zgrocari poſſe,de» 
ſinam alligari poſſe, deſinam mori poſſe.Senec. (4 )Nam fi ſupremus 
ile dies non extinRionem, ſed commurarionem afferr loci, quid 
optabilius ? ſin aurem perimir, ac deler omnino, quid 
quam 1m mediis yitz laboribus obdormaſcere ? 
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ed (0). But this inlames rather than allays the Di- 

ſtemper. For as things are more clearly known, 

ſo more ſenlibly felt by compariſon : He that 1s 

tormented with the Gout, can not relieve his Mi- 

ſery, by remembring the pleaſant Wine he drank 
cfore his fit. 

4. The Stoicks Univerſal Cure of AﬀiAtions was 
(p), to change their Opinion of them, and eſfeem 
them not real Evils. Thus Poſſidon:zs ( fo much 
commended by Tlly) who for many Years was un- 
der torturing Diſeaſes, and ſurvived a continual 
Death, being viſited by Pompey at Rhoaes, he en- 
tcrtainced him with a Philoſophical Diſcourſe ; and 
when his pains were molt acute, he ſaid, Nzhil agts 
dolor, quanquam ſis moleſtus, nunquam te eſſe confite= 
bor maium : 1n vain doſt thou allault me, Pain ; tho 
thou art troubleſome, thou ſhalt never force me to 
confeſs thou art Evil. But the folly of this boaſt- 
ing Is viſible : for though he might appear with a 
chearful countenance in the Paroxyſm of his Diſ- 
eaſe to commend his Philoſophy, like a Mounte- 
bank that ſwallows Poiſon to put off his Drugs, yet 
the reality of his Grief was evident : his Senſe was 
overcome, though his Tongue remained a Stoick. 
If words could charm the Senſe not to feel Pains, or 
compoſe the Mind not to reſent Afﬀictions, *twere 
a relief to give mollifying Titles to them : But 
ſince 'tis not Fancy that makes them ſtinging, but 
their contrariety to Nature, 'tis no relief to repre- 

ſent 


(0) Tully ſpeaks to the Epicireans : Sed vobis voluptatum per- 
ceptarum recordatio beatam vitam facir, & quidem corpore per- 
ceptarum. Tuſc. ' 

(?) Opinio eſt quz nos cruciatz & ranti quodque malum eſt 
quanri raxavimus, Circumſpice iſta quz nos agunr in infaniam, 
quz cum pluriris lachrymis amittimus, ſcimus non daninum in 
his moleſtum eſſe, (ed opinionem damni, Seric, 
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ſent them otherwiſe than they are. All thoſe 
ſubtile notions vaniſh, when ſenſible Impreltions 
confute them. 

5- Others compoſed themſelves by conſidering 
the benefit of Patience (q). Diſcontent puts an edge 
on troubles ; to kick againſt the pricks, exaſperates 
the Pain ; to be reſtleſs and turmoiling,lacreaſes the 
Fever. But this is not properly a Conſolation : 
for although a calm and quiet Submilton prevents 
thoſe new degrees of trouble, which by fretting and 
vexing we bring upon our {elves ; yet it doth not, 
remove the evil, which may be very aſflicting and 
grievous in its own nature : ſo that without other 
conſiderations to ſupport the mind, it will fink un- 
der it. And as theſe, ſo many other Arguments 
they uſed to fortify the Spirit againſt Sufferings, are 
like a Hedge which at a diſtance ſecms to be a ſafe 
retreat from Gun-ſhot, but thoſe who retire to ir, 
find it a weak Defence. This appears by the car- 
rlage of the beſt inſtruted Heathens in their Cala- 
mities : Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe in their Specu- 
lations, they became Fools in PraCtice, and were con- 
founded with all their Philoſophy, when they ſhould 
have made uſe of it. Some killed themſelves for 
the apprehenſion of Sufferings ; their Death was 
not the effect of Courage, but Cowardiſe, the Reme- 
dy of their Fear. Others, impatient of diſappoint- 
ment in their great Deſigns, refuſed to live. I will 
inſtance in two of the moſt. eminent among them, 
Cato and Brut (7), they were both Philoſophers of 
the manly Sect ; and Vertue never appeared with a 
brighter luſtre among the Heathens than when jot- 
"ned with a Sroical Reſolution. * And they were not 
A a im- 
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(19 Levius fit patientia, quicquid corrigere fir nefas, Hor, 
r)) Zenonia quo cepit rigida ac virilis lapientia, 
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imperfeCt Proficients, but Maſters in Philoſophy. 
Seneca employs all the Ornaments of his Eloquence 
to make Cato's Elogy (/) - He repreſents him as the 
couſummate Exemplar of Wiſdom, as one that re- 
alized the ſublime Idca of Vertue deſcribed in their 
Writings. And Brutus was efteemed equal to Cato. 
Yet theſe, with all the Power of their Philoſophy, 
were not able to bear the ſhock of Adyerſity. Like 
raw Fencers, one thruft put them into ſuch difor- 
der, that they forgot all their Inſtrutions in the 
place of trial. For being unſucceſsful in their En- 
deavours to reſtore Rome to its Liberty, overcome 
with Diſcontent and Deſpair, they laid violent 
Hands upon themſelves. Cato being prevented in 
his firſt attempt, afterwards tore open his Wounds 
with fierceneſs and rage. And Brutus, ready to 
plunge the Sword into his Breaſt, complained that 
Vertue was bat a vain Name. So inſufficient are 
the beſt Precepts of meer natural Reaſon to relieve 
us in diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dricd up in the 
heat of Summer when there is the moſt need of them; 
ſo all Comforts fail in Extremity that are not deri- 
ved from the Fountain of Life. 

I will only add how ineffeftual Philoſophy is to 
{upport usin a dying hour. The fear of Death 1s 
a Paſſion ſo ſtrong, that by it Men are kept in Bon- 
dage all their days. *Tis an Enemy that threatens 
none whom it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but 
It threatens. Certainly that Spectre which (t) Ceſar 
had not courage to look in the face, is very afright- 
ing. Alexander himſelf that ſo often deſpiſed it 

in 


(s) Cape quantum debes virtutis pulcherrimz ac magnificentiſ- 
ſimz ſpecitem, quz nobls non ſertis, ſed ſudore & ſanguine colenda 
eſt. Aſpice Marcum Catoniem, (t) Er pridie quam occidererur, in 
ſermone naro ſuper coenam, apud 2, Lepidum, quiſnam effer finis 
vite commodifhimus,repentinum inopinatumque prerulerat, S'tt, 
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in the Field, when Paſſion that tranſported him caſt 
a Vail over his Eyes; yet when he was ſtruck with 
a mortal Diſeaſe in Babylor, and had Death in his 
view, (#) his Palace was filled with Prieſts and Di- 
viners, and no Superſtition was ſo fortiſh, but he 
uſed to preſerve himſelf. And alchough the Philo- 
ſophers ſeemed to contemn Death, yer the great 
Preparations they made to encounter it, argue a ſe- 
cret Fear in their Breaſts. Many Diſcourſes, Rea-- 
ſ{onings, and Arguments are employed to ſweeten 
that cruel neceſſity, but they are all ineffectual. 

1. That 'tis the condition of our Nature : to be 
2 Man and immortal, are inconſiſtent. But this Con- 
ſolation afflits to Extremity (x). If there were 
any means to eſcape, the Soul might take courage. 
He is doubtly miſerable, whoſe Miſery is without 
remedy. 

2, That it puts a period to all temporal Evils. 
But as this is of no force with thoſe who are proſpe- 
rous, and never felt thoſe Miſeries which make Life 
intolerable (y) ; ſo it cannot rationally relieve any 
that have not good hopes of Felicity after Death. 
The Heathens diſcovered not the ſting of Death, 
as *tis the Wages of Sin, and configns the guilty to 
eternal Death ; ſo that they built upon a falte Foun- 
dation, as if it were thecure of. all Evils. 

3. They encouraged themſelves from their Igno- 
rance of the Conſequences of Death, whether it 
only changed their Place, or extinguiſhed their Per- 
ſons. Socrates (z) whodied with a ſeeming indiffe- 

Aa 2 rence, 

() Vid. Plutarch. (x) Srulcum eſt timere quod vxare non polits, 
Laber, In illis qui morbo finiuncur, magnum ex ipſa neceſſitate (0- 
lacium eſt. Plix. (y) Morior 3 hoc dicis, deſinam zgrocari poſſe,de- 
ſinam alligari poſſe, deſinam mori poſſe.Senee. (4 )Nam fi ſupremus 
ille dies non exrinRionem, ſed commurarionem afferr loci, quid 
optabilius ? ſin aurem perimit, ac deler omnino, - quid melius 
quam 1n mediis yitz laboribus obdormiſcere ? | 
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rence, gave this account of it; That he did not 
know whether Death was good or evil. But this is 
not Fortitude, but Folly : as Ariſtotle obſerves, 
That a readineſs to encounter Dangers ariſing from 
Ignorance, Is not true valour, but a brutiſh Boldneſs. 
What madneſs 1s it then for one that enters upon 
an eternal State, not knowing whether it ſhall be 
happy or miſerable, to be unaffected with that 
dreadful uncertainty ? 

But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with real Reme- 
dies againſt all the Evils of our preſent State. 'Tis 
the true Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is plan- 
ted, whoſe Leaves are for the healing of the Nations. 
We are aſſured that God diſpoſes al! things, with 
the Wiſdom and Love of a Father ; and that his 
Providence is moſt admirable and worthy of Praiſe, 
in thoſe things wherein they who are only led by 
Senſe, doubt whether it be at all. For as 'tis the firſt 
point of Prudence, to keep off Evils, ſo the ſecond 
and more excellent 1s,to make them beneficial. Chri- 
ſtians are more than Conquerors through Christ that loves 
them, T hey are always in an aſcendent State ; andbe- 
lieving Fejoice with an unſpeakable and glorified Foy.Death 
it ſelt is not only dilarmed, but made ſublervient 
co their everlaſting good. Briefly, Chriſtian Pati- 
cnce endures all things as well as Charity, becauſe 
it expects a bleſſed lijſue, It draws from preſent 
Miſeries the aſſurance of future Happineſs. A Be- 
liever while he poſleſſes nothing but the Croſs, ſees 
by Faith the Crown of the Eternal Kingdom hang- 
ing over his Head 3 and the lively Hope of it makes 
him not only patient, but thanktul and joyful. This 
{weetens the loſs of all temporal Gooc's,a1 d the pre- 
ſence of all temporal Evils. St. Pal in his Chains 
was infinitely more contented than Ceſar or Seneca, 
than all the Princes and Philoſophers in the vey. 
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I will conclude this Argument by a ſhort Re* 
fletion on the immoral Maxims of ſeveral Sefts of 
Philoſophers. The Cynzcks (a) aſlert that all Na. 
tural Actions may be done in the face of the Sun; 
thar tis worthy of a Philoſopher to do thoſe things 
in the preſence of all, which would make Im- 
pudence it ſelf to bluſh. A Maxim contra- 
ry to all the rules of Decency, and corruptive of 
good Manners. For as the deſpiſing of Vertue, 
produces the {lighting of Reputation : So the con- 
tempt of Reputation cauſes the neglect of Vertue. 
Yet the Sroicks with all their Gravity were not far 
from this Advice. Beſides, among other unrea- 
ſonable Paradoxes, they aſlert all Sins are equal ; 
that the killing a Bird is of the ſame guilt with 
the murdering a Parent : a Principle that breaks 
the reſtraints of Fear and Shame, and opens a 
paſſage to all Licentiouſneſs. They commended 
Self-Murder in ſeveral caſes (b); which unnatural 
Fury is culpable in many reſpects, of rebelling a- 
gainſt God, Injuſtice to others, and Cruelty to 
ones ſelf. Zeno (c) the Founder of that Set pra- 
Aiſed his own Doctrine. For falling to the ground, 
he interpreted it to be a Summons to appear in 
another World, and ſtrangled himſelf. A4riſtotle 
allows the Appetite of revenging lnjuries, to be as 
natural as the Inclination to Gratitude, judging 
according to the common Rule, that one contrary 
is the meaſure of another. Nay, he condemns 
Aa 3 the 
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(a) Cynicoram natio tora ejicienda eſt : eſt enim inimica ve- 
recundiz, fine qua nihil reum eſſe poreſt, nihil honeſtum. 
Cicer. Ex qui nec Cynicos, nec Stoica dogmara legit, A Cynic tu« 
nica diſtantia. Zuvenal, (6) Injurioſum eſt rapto vivere, at 
contra pulcherimum rapto mori, (c) Aſpice Marc, Catonem, 
facro illo peRori puriſſimas manus admoyentem, & yulnera 
parum demiſſa laxantem. $S?#1zc, 
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the putting vp an Injury as degenerous and ſervile. 
Hc makes Indignation at the Proſperity of unwor- 
thy Men, a Vertue; and to prove it, tells us the 
Grecians attributed it to their Gods, as a Paſſion 
becoming the excellency of their Natures. But if 
we conlider, the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things 
may do what he pleaſes with his own, that he 1s 
infinitely wiſe, and in the next World will diſpenſe 
Eternal Recompences; there 1s not the leaſt cauſe 
of Irritation for that ſeeming diſorder. He alſo 
allows Pride to be a noble Temper that proceeds 
from a ſublime Spirit. (Yd. Lib. 4. Ethic.) He re- 
preſents his Hero by this among other Characters, 
that he is diſpleaſed with thoſe who mention to 
him the benefits he hath received, which make him 
inferiour to thoſe that gave them ; as if Humility 
and Gratitude were Qualities contrary to Magna- 
nimity. He condemns Envy as a Vice that would 
bring down others to our meanneſs, but commends 
Emulation which urges to aſcend to the height of 
them that are above us. But this is no real Ver- 
Tue, for it doth not excite ns by the worth of Mo- 
ral Good, but from the vain deſire of Equality or 
Pre-eminence. And Plato himſelf, though ſtiled 
Divine, yet delivers many things that are de- 
ſtructive of Moral Honeſty. He diſſolves the moſt 
{acred band of humane Socicty, ordaining in his 
Common-wealth a Community of Wives. He 
allows an honeſt Man to lie in ſome occaſions ; 
whereas the Rule is eternal, We muſt not do evil, that 
good may come thereby. In ſhort, a conſidering Eye 
will diſcover many -Spots, as well as Beauties, in 
their moſt admired Inſtitutions (4). They com- 
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(4) Si eos inſpiciamus ut Pagani, Chriſtiane ſcripſerunt 3 
ur Chriſtian, Paganice, Eraſmus, 
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mend thoſe things as Vertues which are Vices, and 
leave out thoſe Vertues which are neceſlary for the 
Perfection of our Nature; and the Vertues they 
commend, are defecive in thoſe Qualities that are 
requiſite to make them ſincere. If Philoſophy were 
incarnate, and had expreſt the Purity and Efficacy 
of all its Precepts in real Actions ; yet it had a- 
bundantly fallen ſhort of that Supernatural, Ange- 
lical, Divine Holineſs which the Goſpel requires. 
Till the Wiſdom of God removed his Chair from 
Heaven to Earth to inſtruct the World, not only 
the depravation of the lower Faculties, but the 
darkneſs of the humane Underſtanding hindred 
Men from performing their univerſal Duty. The 
Goſpel alone brinzs Light to the Mind, Peace to the 
Conſcience, Purity to the AﬀeCtions, and ReCtitude 
to the Life. 


——————— it 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Examples have a ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form 
5 to Holineſs, The Example of Chriſt is most pro- 
per to that end, being abſolutely perfeit, and accom- 
modate to our preſent State. Some Vertues are ne- 
ceſſary to our Condition as Creatures, 0r to our Conds- 
tzon in the World, of which the Deity is uncapable 3 
and theſe eminently appear in the Life of Chriſt. 
They are Humility, Obedience, and Love in ſuffering 
for ws, Flis Life contains all owr Duties, or Mo- 
tives to perform them. Teſus Chriſt purchaſed the 
Spirit of Holineſs by his Sufferings, and confers it 
ſince his Exaltation. The ſauttifying Spirit is the 
Concommitant of Evangelisal Mercy, the Superna- 
tural Declaration of the Law on Mount Sinal, and 
the natural diſcovery of the Divine Goodneſs in the 
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Works of Creation and Providence, were not accom- 
panied with the renewing efficacy of the Spirit, The 
lower Operations of the Spirit were only in the Hea- 
the:ts. The Philoſophical Change differs from the 
Spiritual and Divine. Socrates and Seneca conf6- 
dered, Our Saviour preſents the ſtrongeſt Induce- 
ments to perſwade us to be holy. They are proper to 
work, upen Fear, Hope aiz4 Love, The greatneſs of 
thoſe Objects, and ther Truth, are clearly manifeſted 


A 


tiz the Goſpel. 


HE ſecond Means by which our Redeemer re- 

ſtores us to Holineſs, is by exhibiting a com- 
pleat Patern of it in his Life upon Earth. For the 
diſcovery how influential this is upon us, we mult 
conſider, That of all the moſt noble Works, the 
principal Caule 1s an exact Patern in the mind of 
the Agent which he endeavours to imitate 3 and 
Examples are of the ſame nature. He thar deſires to 
excel in Painting or Sculpture, muſt view the moſt 
accompliſht Pieces of tizole Arts. Thus in Mora- 
lity, the conſidcration of Eminent Actions perfor- 
mcd by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe us 
to Perfection. That Examples have a peculiar 
Power above the naked Precept, to diſpoſe us to 
the Practice of Holineſs, appears by conlidering : 

1. That they moſt clearly expreſs to us the Na- 
ture of our Dutics in their Subjects and ſenſible 
Effects. General Precepts from abſtraft Ideas of 
Vertue, but in Examples Vertucs are made viſible 
in all their Circumſtarices, 

2. Precepts inſtrutt us what things are our Dy- 
ty, but Examples aſlure us that they are poſlible. 
They reſemble a clear Stream wherein we may not 
only diſcover our Spots, but waſh them off. When 
ws {ce Men like our ſelves, who are united to "ny 
Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, and in the ſame condition with us, to com- 
mand their Paſſions, to overcome the moſt glorious 
and glittering Temptlons, we are incouraged in our 
Spiritual Warfare. 

3. Examples by a ſecret and lively Incentive urge 
15 to imitation. The Romans (e) kept in their 
Houſes the Pictures of their Progenitors, to heigh- 
ten their Spirits, and provoke them to follow the 
Preſidents ſer before them. We are toucht in ano- 
ther manner by the viſible PraCtice of Saints, 
which reproaches our defeCts, and obliges us to the 
ſame Care and Zeal, than by Laws tho holy and 
good. Now the Example of Chriſt is moſt pro- 
per to form us to Holineſs, it being abſolutely per- 
fect, and accommodate to our preſent State. 

i. ?Tis abſolutely perfect. There is no Example 
of a meer Man, that is to be followed without li- 
mitation. Be ye followers of me, as I am of Chriſt, 
ſaith the great Apoſtle. Nay, if the Excellencies 
of all Good Men were united into one, yet we 
might not ſecurely follow him in all things : for his 
remaining Defe&ts might be ſo diſguiſed by the 
Vertues to which they are joyned, that we ſhould 
err in our imitation. But the Life of Chriſt was 
as the pureſt Gold, without any ailay of baſer 
Metal. His Converſation was a living Law. #He 
did no Sin, neither was any Guile found m bis Month. 
He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners : 
Heb. 75. 26. He united the efficacy of Example 
with the direction of Precepts; his Actions always 
anſwered his Words. Chriſtianity, the a 
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(2) Contumacia redargui non porteſt ſine exemplo. Nam ha- 
bere non pofſunt quiz doceas firmitarem, nif1 ea prior feceris. 
Quia natura hominum proclivis in vitia, videri vulr non modo 
cum vena, ſed cttam cum racione peccare, Latd. 2 wer. Sp, 
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ſtitution in the World, is only a conformity to his 
Patern. The univerſal Command of the Goſpel, 
that compriſes all our Duties, is, to walk as Chriſt 
walked. 

2, His Example is moſt accommodate to our 
preſent State. There mutt be ſome proportion be- 
tween the Model, and Copy that is to be drawn by 
it. Now the Divine Nature is the Supreme Rule 
of Moral Perfections. We are commanded to be 
Holy, 4s God is Holy, But ſuch is the obſcurity of 
our Minds, and the weakneſs of our Natures, that 
the Patern was too high and glorious to be expreſt 
by us. We had not Strength to aſcend to Him, 
but He had Goodneſs to deſcend to us : and in this 
preſent ſtate to ſet before us a Patern more fitted 
to our Capacity. Altho Light is the proper Object 
of Sight, yet the radiancy and immenſe Light of 
the Sun in the Meridian 1s inviſible to our fight ; 
we more eaſily diſcover the reflection of it in ſome 
opacous Body : So the Divine Attributes are 
{weetned in the Son of God incarnate, and being 
anited with the Graces proper far the Hamane 
Nature, are more perceptible to our Minds, and 
more imitable by us. This was one great deſign of 
his coming into the World, to ſet before us in do- 
ing and ſuitering, not a meer Spectacle for our 
wonder, but a Copy to be tranſcribed in our Hearts 
and Lives. He therefore choſe ſuch a tenour of 
Life as every one might imitate. His Supreme Ver- 
'tue exprelt ir ſelf in ſuch a temperate courſe of 
Actions, that as Abimelech ſaid to his Followers, 
( Fadz.9. 43.) Look, on me, and do likewiſe : So our 
true Abimelech, our Father and Sovereign, calls up- 
on us to imitate him. The firſt effect of Predeſti- 
$4rion 15. to conform us to the Image of the Son, 
who was jr this end made the firft-vorn among many 
Brethren. 
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Brethren. He aſſumed the Humane Nature, that we 
might partake of the Divine, not only by his Me- 
rit but Example. 

This will appear more fully by conſidering, There 
are ſome Vertues necellary to our condition as 
Creatures, or with reſpect to our ſtate of Trial 
here below, which the Deity is not capable of ; 
and thoſe moſt eminently appear in the Life of 
Chriſt. I will inſtance in three, which are the Ele- 
ments of Chriſtian Perfection. His Humility in 
deſpiſing all the Honour of the World, His Obe- 
dience in Sacrificing his Will intirely to God's, 
and His Charity in procuring the Salvation of Men 
by his Snfferings : and in all theſe He denied to his 
Humane Nature the priviledg due to it by its union 
with the Eternal Word. 

1. Humilitly in ſtrictneſs hath no place in God : 
He requires the Tribute of Glory from all his Crea- 
tures. And the Son of God had a right to Divine 
Honqur upon his firſt Appearance here below. 
Yet he was born in a Stable, and made ſubje&t to 
our common Imperfections. Although he was or- 
dained to convert the World by his Doctrine and 
Miracles, yet for the tenth part of his time he l1i- 
yed concealed and lilent, being ſubje&t to his Mo- 
ther and reputed Father, (Marks. 3.) in the ſer- 
vile Work of a Carpenter. And after his ſolemn 
inveſtiture into his Office by a Voice from Heaven, 
yet he was deſpiſed and contemned. He refuſed to 
be a King, and ſtoop'd ſo low as to waſh his Diſci- 
ples feet ;, John 13. All this he did to inſtruct us ts 
be meek and lowly, ( Mat. 11. 29.) to correct our 
Pride, the moſt intimate and radicated Corruption 
of Nature. ' For as thoſe Diſeaſes are moſt incu- 
rable, which draw nouriſhment from that food 
which is taken for the ſupport of Life; ſo _ 
tnat 
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that turns vertuous Actions which are the matter 
of praiſe into its Nouriſhment. 13 moſt difficultly 
overcome. But the Example of the Son of God, 
- In whom there is an union of all Divine and Hu- 
mane PerfeCtions, debaſing himſelf to the form of 
a Servant, 1s ſufficient, if duly conlidered, to make 
us walk humbly. 

\ 2. Obedience is a Vertuve that becomes an Infe- 
riour, either a Servant, or Subject, who are juſtly 
under the power of others, ard muſt be comply- 
ing with their Will : So that 'tis very diſtant from 
God, who hath none ſuperiour to him in Domi- 
nion or Wiſdom, but his Will is the Rule of Good- 
neſs to his own and others Aftions. Now the Son 
of God became Man, and was univerſally obedient 
to the Law of his Father. And his Obedierice had 
_ all the ingredients that might commend it to our 
imitation. The value of Obedience ariſes upon 
three accounts : 

1. The Dignity of the Perſon that obeys : it is 
more meritorious in an honourable than in a mean 
Perſon. 

2. From the difficulty of the Command ; it be- 
ing no great Vittory over the Appctite in Obedi- 
ence, «bi diligitur quod debetur, where the inſtance 
15 agreeable to our Aﬀettions. 

3. From the intirenelſs of the Will in obeying. 
For to perform a commanded Action, againſt our 
conſent, is only to be ſubje&t in the meaner part of 
Man,the Body.,and to reſiſt in the ſuperiovr which is 
the Mind. Now in all theſe reſpets the Obedience 
of . Chriſt was Perfect. In the Dignity of the Per- 
ſon obeying, it exceeded the: Obedience of all the 
Angels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded all 
created. The diffculty of the Coinmand 1s grea- 


ter than ever was put up on Servant or Subject : He 
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was obedient to the Death of the Croſs, that is, Death 
with diſhonour and torment, the Evils that are 
moſt contrary to the Humane Nature and Appe- 
tite. And the compleatneſs of his Will in obey- 
ing, is moſt evident, For if Chriſt had deſired de- 
liverance from his Perſecutors, he had certainly 
obtained it. He tells his Diſcpiles, that upon his 
Requeſt his Father would ſend twelve Legions of 
Angels for his reſcue. But he reſigned the whole 
Power of his Will to his Father's; Not my Will, 
but thy Will be done, was his Voce at his private Paſ- 
ſion in the Garden. He ſubmitted the a&t and ex- 
erciſe of his Will ; Not what- I will, but what thou 
wile, he ſaith in another Evangeliſt. He yielded 
not only the Faculty, and exerciſe of his Will to 
do what God enjoyned, but in that manner which 
was pleaſing to him , Not as [ will, but as thou wilt, 
he expreſſes in the words of a third. Now what 
is there in Heaven or Earth that can move our Wills 
to cntire Obedience, if this marvelous Patern doth 
not affeCt us ? Let the ſame Mind be in you that was 
in Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle. How glorious is it to 
do what he did, and what a reproach to decline 
what he ſuffered, who had the Holineſs of God 
to give excellency to the Action, and the Infirmity 
of Man to endure the ſharpneſs of the Paſſion ! 

3. Love to Mankind is expreſs*d by our Saviour 
in a peculiar manner. For although God is infi- 
nitely good to us, yet he doth not prefer the Hap- 
Pineſs of Man before his own Blefſedneſs. The 
Salvation of the whole World were not to be pur- 
chaſed with the leaſt diminution of the Divine Fe- 
licity. But the Son of God ſuffered the extremeſt 
Ev1l, to procure the moſt ſovereign Gocd for us, 
who were in Rebellion againſt his Laws and Empire. 
Briefly, The Life of Chriſt contains all our Dutics 
towards 
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towards God and Man expreſt in the moſt perfe&t 
manner, or Motives to perform them. We may 
Clearly ſee in his deportment, innocent Wiſdom, 
prudent Simplicity, compaſſionate Zeal, perfect 
Patience, the courage of Faith, the joy of Hope, 
the tenderneſs and care of Love, incomparable 
Meekneſs, Modeſty, Humility and Purity. He 
ſpent the Night in Communion with God, and the 
Day in Charity to Men. He perfectly hated Sin, 
and equally loved Souls. The neareſt and readieſt 
way to Perfection, is a ſerious regard to his Prece- 
dent : For the Cauſes of all Sin are either the deſire 
of what he deſpiſed, or the fear of what he ſuffered. 
He voluntarily deprived himſelf of Riches, Honours, 
Pleaſures, to render them contemptible, and en- 
dured outrages of all ſorts, the contradittion of 
Sinners, and the ſharpeſt Sufferings to make them 
tolerable. He aſcended Mount Calvary to his 
Croſs, before he aſcended from Mount Olsver to his 
Throne : He was naked before he was cloathed 
with a robe of Light, and crowned with Thorns 
before with Glory (f). And thus he powerfully 
teaches us to follow his ſteps who ſuffered for mw. If 
a Phyſician of great eſteem, in a Diſeaſe takes a 
bitter Potion, it would perſwade thoſe who are in 
the ſame danger to uſe the ſame Remedy. Since 
the Son of God to purchaſe our Happineſs, denied 
himſelf the enjoyment of worldly Delights, and 


endured the worſt of temporal Evils, nothing _ 
e 
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(f) Cum omnibus vitz officiis juſtitix ſpecimen przbuiſſer, ut 
doloris quoque patientiam, mortiſque contemprum, quibus per- 
feta & conſummara fit virtus, traderer homin1, venir in manus 
1mpiz nationis, cam & vitare potuiſler ſcientia fururi quam ge- 
rebat, & repellere edam yirtute qui mirabilia fecit, Tit, de 
Carn, Chriſt, 


in Contriving Bars Redemption. 367 


be more effe(tual to convince us, that the Pleaſures 
of the World are not conſiderable as to our laſt 
End, and that preſent Afﬀfiftions are ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with our ſupreme Bleſſedneſs,that 
they prepare us for Ir. 

In ſhort, His excellent Example not only en- 
lightens our Minds to diſcover our Duty, but in- 
ables and excites to perform it. As the Eye in be- 
holding viſible Objects receives their Image, ſo by 
contemplating the Graces that are conſpicuous in 
our Redeemer, we derive a ſimilitude from them. 
We all, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3. 18. with oper 
face beholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, that 
is, by viewing in the Goſpel the Life of Chriſt 
which was glorious in Holineſs, We are changed into 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord: that is, gradually faſhioned in 
Grace according to his likeneſs: 

And what can more powerfully move and per- 
{wade us to Holineſs, than to conſider the Preſi- 
dent that Chriſt hath ſet before us ? For how ho- 
nourable is it to be like the Son of God, by Con- 
formity to Chriſt we partake of the Divine Per- 
fections. The King of Heaven will acknowledg 
us for his Children ; when we bear the reſemblance 
of our elder Brother. Beſides the motive of Ho- 
nour, Love doth ſtrongly incline to follow Holi- 
neſs in imitation of our Redeemer. This is one 
difference between Knowledg and Love, the Un- 
derſtanding draws the object to it ſelf, and trans- 
forms it into its own likeneſs 3 thus material Ob- 
jects have an immaterial exiſtence in the mind when 
it contemplates them : But Love goes forth to the 
Object loved ; the Soul is more where it loves than 
where it lives; that is, there is more of its intel- 
lectual Preſence, its Thoughts and Deſires, and it 
| always 


kd WCET ” - — _ 
"»  —- ” $—— a a "LIT. = - 


368 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


always affefts a reſemblance to it. Thus Love 
humbled God, and made him like to us in Nature ; 
and Love exalts Man, by making him like to God 
in Holineſs ; for it excites us to imitate and expreſs 
in our Actions the YVertues of him who hath called ws to 
his Kingdom and Glory, 

3. In order to the reſtoring of Holineſs to lapſed 
Man, the Lord Chriſt purchas?d and conveys the 
Spirit to them. A ſtate of Sin includes a total pri- 
vation of Holineſs, andanattive contrariety againſt 
it. TheSinner is dead as to the Sprr:tual Life, and 
as unable to revive himſelf, as a Carcaſe is to break 
the Gates of Death and return to the Light of the 
Wor!d : but he lives to the Senſual Life, and ex- 
preſſes a conſtant oppoſition to the Law of God. 
He is without ſtrength as to his Duty, not able to 
conceive one holy Thought, or to excite a ſincere 
and ardent Deſire towards Divine Things but hath 
ſtrong inclinations of Will, and great Power for 
that which is Evil. Now. to reſtore Life to the 
dead Soul, and to conquer the living Enmity that 
is in it againſt Holineſs, no leſs than the Divine 
Power was requiſite. And the effecting this i$ pecu- 
liarly attributed to the Spirit. Our Saviour tells 
Nicodemws, ſohn 3. 5. Except a Man be born of Wa- 
rer, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot ſee the Kingdom 
of God, And the Apoſtle ſaith, Tit. 3. 5. That 
according to his Mercy he ſaves us, by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 
As in the Creation, where all the Perſons concur- 
red, *rwas the motion of the Spirit that conveyed 
the Life of Nature; ſoin the Renovation of the 
World, where they all cooperate, 'tis the power- 
ful working of the Spirit that produces the Life of 
Grace. He viſits us in the Grave, and inſpires the 


Breath and Flame of Heaven to animate and warm 
our 


—» 


in Contriving Bah's Redemption. 369 


our dead Hearts. ?Twas requiſite not only that the 
Word ſhould take Fleſh, but that Fleſh ſhould re- 
ceive the Spirit to quicken and enable it to per- 
form the Acts of the Divine Life. *Tis for this 
reaſon the third Perſon is frequently ſtiled in Scriprure 
the Holy Spirit. That Tizle hath not an immediate 
reſpect to his Nature, but to the Operations which 
are aſſgned to Him, in the admirable Oeconomy of 
our Redemption. *Tis not upon the account of -his 
eſſential-and eternal Purity, - which . is common. to 
all the Perſons, but. in regard of his Office \to ip- 
fuſe Holinefs into the deprav'd Soul, and-renew.the 
Divine Image, that he is ſo called. . Now :Jeſus 
Chriſt purchaſed the Spirit. by his Humiliation and 
Sufferings, and conveys Him'to us in his Exaltation 
and Glory. ate it 
1. He purchaſed the Spirit by his Sufferings:. For 
ſince Man fell from his Original Innocence, he is 
juſtly deprived of ſpecial Grace, that is neceſſary 
to heal and-recover him.” And till by a perfett 'Sa- 
crifice Divine Jnſtice was appeaſed, ( that had ut 
the Treaſury of Heaven ) and the Forfeiture taken 
off, he could not obtain the Eternal Riches. God 
mult be reconciled before he will beſtow the Hol 
Spirit ; a Gift ſo great and fo precious, the carne 
of his peculiar Love and ſpecial Favour to us. 
Therefore our Saviour tells his Diſciples, Fohr 16. 
7. who were extreamly afflicted for his departure - 
from them, Thar it was expedient he ſhould go away, 
for otherwiſe the Spirit would not come ; whoſe Office 
was to convince and convert the World. The de.. 
rture of .Chriſt implied his Death and Aſcenſion, 
th which were requiſite in order to the ſendin 
of. him.. If the Blood of Chriſt had not been ſhed | 
on the Croſs, the Spirit had not been poured forth. 
from Heaven. The Effuſion of the one, was the 
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cauſe of the Effuſton of the other. The Rock that 
refreſhed the' 1/raebztes in the Deſert, did not pour 
forth its Miraculous Waters, tHl it was ſtruck by the 
Rod of 2oſes; to inſtruct us, That Chriſt our Sps- 
ri#al Rock muſt be ſtruck with the Curſe of the 
Law, the myſtical Rod of Meſes, to communicate 
the Waters of Life to us, that is, the Spirit, who 
is repreſented in Scripture under that Element. 

2. Our Redeemer confers the Spirit after his glo- 
rious Exaltation : When he aſcended on high, he led 
Captivity captive, and gave Gifts unto Men, Epheſ. 
4. 8. After his Triumph over Principalities and 
Powers, He diſpensd his Bounty in this rich Dona- 
tive. For the Holy Spirit was firſt given to Chriſt, 
as the Reward of his excellent Obedience in dying, 
that was infinitely pleaſing to God, to be commu- 
nicated from him to Men. And he received the 
Spirit in the quality of Mediator upon his entrance 
into Heaven. The Pſalmiſt declares this Prophetical- 
ly, Pſal. 68. 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led C aptrvity captive, thou haſt received Gifts for Men, 
yea for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. He acquired a right to thoſe 
Treaſures by dying, but he takes poſſeſſion of them 
after his Aſcenſion. Now he is Crowned, he holds 
forth the Scepter of his Royalty. Therefore *tis 
ſaid, that when Chriſt was upon the Earth, the Ho- 
ly Spirit was not given, becauſe Jeſus was not glorified. 
If itbe olyected, that Believers before the Afcenſi- 
onof Chriſt were partakers of the Spirit. The An- 
{wer is clear ; 

x. It was upon Chriſt's interpoſing in the begin- 
ning as Mediator, and with reſpe& to his future 
_— and Aſcenſion, that the Spirit was given to 


2. The 
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2. The degrees of communicating; the Spirit be- 
fore and after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt are very dif- 
ferent : whether we conſider the Gifts of the Spirit, 


( 2 Cor. 1.) thoſe extraordinary Abllities with 


which the Apoſtles were endued ; or the Fruzts of 


the Spirit, ( Gal. 5. 22.) the Sandtifying Graces 
that are beſtowed on Believers,the meaſure of them 
far exceeds what-ever was conyeyed before. The 
Spirit deſcended as in a dew upon the Jewiſh 
Nation, but *cis now poured forth in ſhowers ap- 
on all fleſh. Now in the ſtile of Scripture, things 
are ſaid to be, when apparently and eminently 
they diſcover their being : So that comparatively 
to the Power and Virtue of the Spirit diſcove- 
red in the Church ſince the Glorification of Chriſt, 
he was not given before. All the former Mani- 
feſtations are obſcured by the exceſs and excel- 
lency of the later. And not only the Decree of 
God, which is ſufficient to connect thoſe things 
that have no natural dependance, but there are 
ſpecial Reaſons for the Order of this Diſpenſa- 
tion : for the great End of the Spirit's coming, 
was to reveal fully to the World the way of Sal- 
vation; to diſcover the unſearchable Riches of 
Grace ; to allure Men of Happineſs after this Life, 
that 'they might be rcduced from. a ſtate of Re- 
bellion to Obedience, and their Aﬀections be refi- 
ned and purifed from all Earthlineſs, and made 
Angelical and Heavenly. Now the principal De- 
monſtrations which he uſed to perſwade Men of 
theſe things, are the Death and Reſurrection, of 
Chriſt, without which theſe Myſteries had been 
under a Cloud. That the Inſtruftion therefore 
of the Spare OR be dear and effeCtual, it; was 
neceſſary Chriſt ſhould Gifer and enter into Hege 

2 yen 


»- 


272 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


Ven, and accompliſh thoſe things he was to 

teach. | 
And from hence we may obſerve that the 
SanCtifying Grace of the Spirit is the inſepara- 
ble concomitant of the Evangelical Mercy. The 
Goſpel and the Spirit are the Wings by which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs brings Healing and Life to 
the World. The ſupernatural declaration of Ju- 
ſtice in the Law from Mount Si7as was not ac- 
companied with the efficacy of Grace : There- 
fore *tis called the miniſtration of Death, 2 Cor. 
3. 7. It conveyed no Spiritual ſtrength as de- 
livered by the Hands of Moſes, conſidering him 
preciſely in the quality of the legal Mediatour, 
but threatned a Curſe to the breakers of it. 
All the Promiſes of Mercy ſcattered in the 
Books of Moſes belong to the Covenant of 
Grace. The Goſpel is called the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit ; 
that is, the Spirit of Holineſs and Comfort from 
whom true ard Eternal Lite proceeds, ts ſolely 
communtgated by it. The natural diſcovery of 
the Divine Goodneſs in the Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, is without the rehewing 
Power of the Spirit. There is a correſpondence 
between the external Revelation of Mercy, and 
the internal Grace of the Spirit in their Origt- 
nal : as the one is ſupernatural, ſo is the other. 
Not but that the ' Heathens had ſome fainter 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, for he in- 
lightens every Man that comes into the World, and 
ſome lower Operations of the Spirit, whereby 
they were reduced ſram Intemperance, Inconti- 
nency and other groſs Vices, to the practice of 
ſeveral Vertues that reſpect the Civil Life. fn 
: - an Q 
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of this we have an eminent inſtance recorded by D:- 
ogenes Laertius ;, That Polemo half-drunk, crown'd- 
with Roſes (g), and inthe dreſs of a Harlot rather 
than of a Man, coming into the School of the ſc- 
vere Zenccrates, hearing him diſcourſe of Tempe- 
rance, as by a Charm, was ſo perfe&ly changed, 
that caſting away the Garland from his Head, and 
the laſcivious Ornaments that were about him, and 
which was more conſiderable, his vicious Habits 
from his Soul ; he that entred in a Reveller, came 
forth a Philoſopher, ſo,corretted and compoſed in 
his manners, that he was called the Dorick Tone, 
which of all others was the moſt ſolemn and maje- 
ſtical'in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now this Alte- 
ration was wrought by the force of natural Reaſon, 
which prevailed on him to renounce thoſe ſenſual 
and baſe Luſts, that were inconſiſtent with the Ho- 
nour and Peace of a Man in this preſent Life. But 
ſtill he was exceedingly diſtant from the Purity of 
a true Saint, who partakes of the Divine Nature, 
and is enclined. in all his Motions to God. All 
the Preccpts of Morality, to uſe the llitude 
of Plutarch, are like ſtrong Perfumes that ſometimes 
revive thoſe that are in a Swoon by the Falling-Sicks. 
neſs, but never heal them : So they may recpver 
thoſe that are debauch'd from the outward Practice 
of thoſe jignoble Vices which violate natural Con- 
ſcience, but they cannot rectify and cure the cor- 
rupt Nature. The higheſt Philoſophical Change was 
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(2) Qualem illum fuiſſe ferunt, qui deliburus unguentis, redt- 
mirus floribus, ſuhnixus meretricibus, antelucano potu ebrius, 
& diurno Cereqrum comiratus lumine, Philoſophi auditoriuns 
difpurantis ingreſſus eſt, quo audiro ar ajunr, Coronas ſenſim de- 
traxerit, unguenta dererſerir, ſcortis valedixerir, Philoſophus 
poſtea tantus evaſerit, ut eſſer ſobrieraris exemplum, qui fuerar 
ancea ebrieratis ludibrium, Amnbroſ, de Elia, & Feqi8. 
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Ven, aud accompliſh thoſe things he was to 
teach, 

And from hence we may obſrve that the 
Sanctifying Grace of the Spirit 15 the infepara- 
ble concomitant of the Evangelical Mercy. The 
Goſpel and the Spirit are the Wings by which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs brings Fealms and Life to 
the World. The ſupernatural declaration of Ju- 
{tice in the Law from Mouut $S:794 was not ac- 
companicd with the efficacy of Grace : There- 
fore "tis called the mniſtration of Death, 2 Cor. 
3. 7. It conveyed no Spiritual itrength as de- 
livered by the Hands of es, conhidoring him 
preciſely in the quality of the legal Vediatour, 
bat threatned a Curſe to the breakers of ir. 
All the Promiſes of Mercy {cattered in the 
Books of Moſes belong tro the Covenant of 
Grace. The Goſpel is called the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit ;, 
that is, the Spirit of Holineſs ard Comiort from 
whom true ard Eternal I ite proceeds, 1 ſolely 
communicated by it. - 1 he natyral diſcovery of 
ihe Divine Goodneſs iu the Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, is withovt the renewing 
Power of the Spirit. There is a correſpondence 
between the external Revelation of Mercy, and 
the internal Grace of the Spirit in their Origt- 
nal : as the one 1s ſupernatural, fo 1s the other. 
Not but that the Heathens had ſome fainter 
Pcams of the Sun of Righreonineſs, for he 2n- 
liobtens every Mai that cores 1:19 the World, and 
ſome lower Opcrations ol the Spirit, whereby 
they were reduced ſrom Intemperance, Inconti- 
Bency and other groſs Vires, to the practice of 
e723 Yertnes that reſpect the Civii Lite. And 

| of 


in Contriving Zan's Redemption. 373 


of this we have an eminent inſtance recorded by D:- 
openes Laortian ; Th: 't Polemo half-drunk, crown d 
with Roſes 'g mY and inthe dreſs of a Harlort rather 
than of a Min, coming, 1ato the School of the 1c- 
vere Len cratcs, kearing him diſcourſe of T1 emp.- 
rance, as by a Charm, was ſo perfectly changed, 
that caſting away the Garland from hiis Head, and 
the laſcivious Ornamcnts that were about him, aid 
| which was more conliderable, his vicious Habits 
from his Soul ; he that entred in a Reveller, came 
forth a Phil ofopher, i0,corrected and compoled Lil 
his manners, that h2 was called the Doric; Tone, 
which of all other 3 wa-+ the molt ſolemn and maje- 
ilical in the Mulick of thoſe times. Now this Alrte- 
ration was wrouzht hy the force of natural Reaſon, 
which prevailed on him to renounce thoſe {cnſual 
and baſe I nlts, that were tincontiſtent with the Ho- 
nous and Peace of : Man in this preſent Life. But 
| Il he was excecuinoly diitant from the Purity 4 
| a true Saint, who partakes of the Divine Nats 
and 1s enclined in all his Motions to God. Al 
| the Precepts of 11r4/utz, to uſe the Siggilitude 
of Plitarch, are like itrong Perfumes that ſometimes 
revive thoſe that arc in a Soon by the Fallins-2ick: 
aeſs, but never hea | them : So they may recover 
thoſe that are debauch'd from the outward Practice 
of thoſe ignob!e Vices which violate natural Con- 
Icience, but they cannot rectify and cure the cor- 
rupt Nature. The hi: gene Phulofophical Change was 
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(2) Qulem lum fuiffe ferunt, qui deliturus unguentis, red1- 
mirus " Hori ws, ſuhni<vus meretrict.us, anrclucano poru ecbrius, 
& diurno Cereorum conitarus lumine, Pliloſophi audicorian 
d1tpurantis ingreiſus cf, quo audiro ur aiunr, Coronas ſenſtm de - 
traxcrir, unguenta dererieric, ſcortis valedixerir, Philoſophus 
pottea ranrus evaſerit, ut _ (o:zrictaris exemplum, qui fuErar 
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only from thoſe Vices which were ſcandalous in the 
view of Men ; but conſiſted with thoſe which were, 
though more lubtile, yer not leſs ſinful, and diſcer- 
mible by the pure Eye of God. "Twas from one 
kind of Sin to another, from ſenſual to ſpiritual, 
Satan caſt out Satan (h);, or from higher to lower 
degrees of Sin, but not from Sin to Holineſs. And al- 
though the ſame good Works, as to the external ſub- 
ſtance, were performed by the Hearthens as by Chri- 
ſtrans, yet they vaſtly difler in their Principle and 
End. A Brate performs all the Ats of Senſe that 
a Man doth, but *tis merely from the ſerſirsve Soul, 
that is of a lower order than that which animates a 
Man. So in the Heathen *twas only the humane Spl- 


rit excited by Secular and Private Intereſts, Self- - 


love, ſervile Fear, that performed Moral Actions. 
But the Holy Spirit (who infuſes Grace, . that 1s as 
It were a ſecond Soul, to elevate that which before 
quickened the Body) is the true Principle of Chri- 
{tian Vertues. This ſanctifying Spirit, who trans- 
forms us into the Divine Nature, and makes an en- 
tire an row Change in the Heart and Conver- 
ſation, they did not receive in the way of Nature. 
Of this we have a convincing proof in the Exam- 
ple cf the beſt Maſters of Aforality, who by their 
Dricourfes or Writings rais'd it to the point of its 
Perfection. - Socrates the Father of Philoſophy (x), to 
whom this Honour is aſcribed among the Greczans, 
that he arſt made Wiſdom deſcend from Heaven to 
| Earth, 


(b) Alis peccaris alia peccata vincuntur. C#teras cupiditates 
hujus untus (nempe plortz) ingenti cupiditare prefierunt, Avg. 
Ltd. $. de Civ. Det. £4 A 
+ (3) Katt. av EwnCtTHs TUYTYS 715 £0570, wd\' &.v Sregarn if 
«rbewnirys <rf}is 73 went@, mos dViares Menbeiv. Simp.ic, 
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Earth, becauſe heleft the ſtudy of 4fronomy (&), in 
in which the Philoſophers before him were moſt 
converſant, and applicd himſelf to that which was 
uſeful for the Government of Life, and Reformati- 
on of Manners : He that is propounded by the Gen- 
tiles as an unparallePd Pattern, as one that diſcove- 
red to what degree of Excellency Vertue might 
raiſe the humane Spirit, yet was guilty of great /x:- 
morality and Impicty. Thoſe who pretend to have 
known the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of 
impure Commerce with Alcibiades (1). He betray- 
ed the Chaſtity of his Wife, by giving her to his 
Friend. Plato and Xenophon, his Admirers, declare his 
compliance with the common Idolatry, which is 
juſtly aggravated by St. Auſtin, being againſt the 
Convictions of his Conſcience. For although in 
rivate Diſcourſe with his Friends he acknowledged 
ut oe God, and conſidered the Sun and Afoon only 
as the Works and Inſtruments of the Divine Power, 
and in the rank of other Creatures; yet in his 4- 
pology before his Judges to prevent the fatal Sentence, 
he charged his Enemies to be guilty of impudent 
Falſchood, who accuſed him that he did not believe 
the Gods, ſince he believed, as all other Men, that 
the San and Moor were Gods. And during the 
time of his Impriſonment, he never addreſſed one 
Prayer to God for the Pardon of his Sins ; for he 
had ſo high an opinion of his own Vertues, that he 
was inſenſible of his Vices. And dying, he comman- 
ded a Cock to be offered to eZſculapines, that is, to 
B the 
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only from thoſe Vices which were ſcandalous in the 
view of Men ; but conſiſted with thoſe which were, 
though more lubtile, yet not leſs ſinful, and diſcer- 
mble by the pure Eye of God. *Twas from one 
kind of Sin to another, from ſenſual to ſpiritual, 
Satan caſt out Satan (h):;, or from higher to lower 
degrees of Sin, but not from Sin to Holineſs. And al- 
though the ſame good Works, as to the external ſub- 
ſtance, were performed by the Heathens as by Chri- 
ftrans, yet they vaſtly difler tn their Principle and 
End. A Brute performs all the Acts of Senſe that 
a Man doth, but *tis merely from the ſcrſsrzve Soul, 
that is of a lower order than that which anumates a 
Man. So in the Heathen *twas only the humane Spl- 
rit excited by Secular and Private Intereſts, Self- 
love, ſervile Fear, that performed Moral Actions. 
But the Holy Spirit (who infuſes Grace, . that 1s as 
It were a ſecond Soul, to elevate that which before 
quickened the Body) 1s the true Principle of Chri- 
{tian Vertues. This ſancluitying Spirit, who trans- 
forms us into the Divine Nature, and makes an en- 
tire anhorow Change in the Heart and Conver- 
{fation, they did not receive in the way of Nature. 
Of this we have a convincing proof in the Exam- 
ple cf the beſt Maſters of /Aorality, who by their 
Diſcourfes or Writings rals'd it to the point of its 
Perfection. Socrates the Father of Philoſophy (7), to 
whom this Honour is aſcribed among the Grecians, 
that he arſt made Wiſdom deſcend from Heaven to 

Earth, 


——— 


- IS —— Re” 


_ (6) Aliis peccatis alia peccara vincuntur, Czteras cupiditates 
hujus unus (nempe gloriz ) ingenti cupidirare preflerunt, Arg, 
Lth. 5, de Civ, Det. 
» , :  _— ; PP »- $ yY - 
\ (5) Kavus ay ZOKLELTHNS TOTES T15 EVET(, od). av Jretary 7 
% 4 * A* * , P Pp . . 
«rlewnons els 7 werll@, mos dares Mreaflaiv. Simp.ic, 
*n E0if;, Cell, 


in Contriving Dan's Redemption. 375 


Earth, becauſe heleft the ſtudy of 4Fronomy (k), in 
in which the Philoſophers before him were moſt 
converſant, and applicd himſelf to that which was 
| uſeful for the Government of Life, and Reformati- 

on of Manners : He that is propounded by the Gen- 
tiles as an unparallePd Pattern, as one that diſcove- 
red to what degrce of Excellency Vertue might 
raiſe the humane Spirit, yet was guilty of great /z:- 
morality and Impicty. Thoſe who pretend to have 
known the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of 
impure Commerce with Alcibiades (1). He betray- 
cd the Chaſtity of his Wife, by giving her to his 
Friend. Plato and Xenophon, his Admirers, declare his 
compliance with the common ldolatry, which is 
juſtly aggravated by St. Auſtin, being againſt the 
Convictions of his Conlcience. For althouzh in 
private Diſcourſe with his Fricnds he acknowledged 
but ove God, and conſidered the Sn and Moon only 
as the Works and Inſtruments of the Divine Power, 
| and in the rank of other Creatures; yet in his 4- 
| pology before his Judges to prevent the fatal Sentence, 
he charged his Encmies to be guilty of impudent 
Falſchood, who accuſed him that he did not believe 
the Gods, ſince he believed, as all other Men, that 
the Sn and Mooy were Gods. And during the 
time of his Impriſonment, he never addreſſed one 
Prayer to God for the Pardon of his Sins; for he 
had ſo high an opinion of his own Vertues, that he 
was inſenſible of his Vices. And dying, he comman- 
ded a Cock to be offered to eAſculaprus, that is, to 
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the Devil, under the diſguiſe of that famous Phyſe- 
cian T. TI © Socrates | ſhall add Seneca : - Never any, 
excepting the Sacred Writers, and thoſe who are 
i; :ucted by them, hath writ more excellently. 
He deſcribes Vertue as if the living Original werc 
in his Breaſt; but how dull a Copy was drawn in 
his Life ! There ls as great a difference between the 
expreſlion of it by his Pen and by his Attions, as 
between the lively PiQture of a Face by a rare Pen- 
cil-zn), and the rude Draught of it with a Coal. 
What a villainous part did he act in exciting Nero to 
murder his Mother * ; and after in writing an Apo- 
logy for it, employing the colours of his Rherorick to 
cover one of the fouleſt blots which hath appeared 
che Succeſſion of all Ages ? His Philoſophy was not 

= 1.0werful Antidote againſt the Contagion of the 
>urt. (Vid. Tacit. lib. 15.) What julit excuſe can 
there be of his Cruelty to his Wife, in cutting her 
V'cins that ſhe might die with him ; from a vain- 
£ orious delire to eternize their Reputation ? And 
whereas among the whole Chor of Vertues (7), he 
in a ſpecial manner exalts Maznanimity in the con- 
tempt of earthly things, and determines that rhe 
neceſſities of Nature are the juſt meaſurcs of Riches 
and Delights, and all othi:r things which the irre- 
gular Appetites of Men purſie ; ſo that one would 
think him an Angel in Fleſh, converiing below to 
inſtruct the World how to be happy : yet the H:- 
ſtorians of thoſe times tax him for inſatiable Ava- 
rice, 
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rice, that in a little time by unworthy Arts he ra- 
ked up an incredible Sum of Mony. Suppoling it 
a Calumny that he forged many Wills to ſeize upon 
the Eſtates belonging to others, what cxcuſe can 
there be for his exceſſive Uſury, his forcing the Bri- 
tains to borrow a Million of Seſterces, and calling 
for it in, ſo much to their prejudice, as was likely 
to have cauſed their Rebellion 2 What for his ſum- 
ptuous Palaces, and Gardens of Pleaſure, exceeding 
the Luxury of Nero? And all theſe poſleſt by a Man 
who had no Son to inherit, a Philoſopher, a Sro- 
ick., the great Commender of bleſſed Poverty. All 
the Apology he makes, is, that a wiſe Man, that is, 
himſelf, Non amat Divitias ſed mavult, non in ani- 
mum illas ſed 1n domum inducit, non resþicit poſſeſſas 
fed continer. Agrecing with Ar:ſtipps a Philoſophi- 
zing Animal, who being reproved for his intangle- 
ment in brutiſh Love with a famous Harlot, repli- 
ed, I poſſeſs her, not ſhe me, The only difference is 
in the matter of thcir Aﬀections, the one was Ri- 
ches, the other Pleaſure. By theſe Inſtances we 
may judg of the reſt of the Phloſophers : Although 
a Vein of Gold appear in their Writings, yet their 
Lives were full of Droſs. The beſt of them are 
charged to have practiſed Vice with thoſe, to whom 
they commended the Precepts of Vertue. The fon- 
leſt Attions were approved by ſome, and the moſt 
excellent condemned by others that pretended to 
Philoſophical Perfection (0). Unnatural Luſt ms 

| of 
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allowed as indifferent by Zero and. Ch pp (p) : 
And the nobleſt Love in giving Life it ſelf for the 
Glory of God in Martyraom, 1s cenſured by Epitte- 
74 and Antoninw, as the effect of fooliſh and incu- 
rable Melancholy in Chriſtians, who were diſguſted 
with the World, and devoted themſelves to Death. 
The Spirit of Holineſs who forms the powerful and 
laſting Habits of true Vertue in the Soul, that effc- 
Ctually enclines from the Love of God, and with an 
intention for his Glory, to obey his Will ; as it 
was purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo it is peculiar to 
the Diſpenſation of the Gaqſpel that reveals Him. 
The Do&r:ne of it is not delivered with ſo much 
Pomp, bur with infinite more efficacy than the moſt 
eloquent Inſtructions of Philoſophers. One plain 
Sermon that repreſents Chriſt as Cruciſied before our 
Eyes to obtain Pardon of Sin for us, inflames the 
Soul with a more ardent Love to God and vehement 
hatred of Sin, than all their elegant and ſublime 
Diſcourſes. There 1s the ſame difference between 
their Morals and the Evangelical Inſtitution, as be- 
Lween-zwo Nurſes : The one is adorned, and looks 
lovely to the eye, but wants Milk to nouriſh the In- 
fant in her Arms ; the other is not ſo amiable in ap- 
pearance, but hath a living Spring of Milk to nou- 
riſh her Child. Philoſophy hath the advantage of 
artificial Beauty, but cannot ſupply the nouriſhment 
that is neceſſary to maintain the ſpiritual Life. But 
the Goſpel affords the ſmcere rational 241k to the 
Soul, that it may grow realy - *Tis therefore called 
the Word of Life, a TitleXhat diſtinguiſhes it from 
the Law, and all kamaxec Inſtitutions. © 
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4+ Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt in- 
ducements and motives to perſwade us to Holineſs. 
The way which he takes to fave us, is not by a meer 
ACt of Power to raiſe us above our ſelves ; but he 
deals with us conveniently to our frame, in making 
uſe of our Aﬀections to bring us to himſelf. And 
whereas there are three AﬀeCtions that have a migh- 
ty Power over the reaſonable, and are the inward 
Springs of hamane Actions, viz. Fear, Hope, and 
Love ; He hath propounded ſuch Objects to them 
which being duely conſidered, are infinitely more 
efficacious than any thing that may divert us from 
our Duty. The great Temptations to Sin are from 
the Terrors or Delights of Senſe, and to overcome 
theſe, he hath brought to our aſſiſtance the Powers 
of the World to come : that is, hath revealed the 
dreadful Preparations for the Puniſhment of tlie 
Wicked, and the Glorious Rewards that attend the 
Godly in their future State. 

Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe Objects for 
the perſwading Men to be Holy, I will conſider, 
1. Their Greatneſs. as 'tis deſcribed in the Goſpel. 
2. Their Truth and Reality, of which our Saviour 
hath given us convincing evidence and aſlurance. 

1. Toexciteour Fear, he threatens Torments ex- 
treme and eternal. Theſe are ſet forth by ſuch re- 
preſentations, as may impreſs the quickeſt ſenſe of 
them upon Men. For the Imagination depends on 
ſenſible experience, and is ſtrongly affefted with 
thoſe things that are terrible to our outward Facul- 
ties. Now Hell is deſcribed by « Worm ( Mar. 9. 
44.) gnawing the moſt tender Parts, that are moſt 
capable of pain; to ſignify the furious Refleftions 
of the guilty Soul, the Sting of the enraged Con- 
ſcience, the Torment of thoſe perfeCt Paſſions that 
continually vex the A And 'tis ſet — 
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Fire and Brimſtone, that is moſt fierce to ſenſe 3 the 
ſerious conſideration of which is enough to cauſe 
Terror and Amazement in all that are liable to ir. 
And if the fole apprehenſion be intolerable, how 
much more will the dwelling with devouring Fire, and 
everlaſting burning ? ?Tis called the blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs, to ſignify the compleat horror of that - State. 
The Fire hath only force to burn, not to give any 
Light to mitigate the obſcurity. 'Tis called the ſecond 
Death *, in compari!on of which that of the Body is 
but the Shadow- of Death. Nothing of Life re- 
mains but the ſenſe of Miſery, and that will be as 
ſtroug for cver as at the hrit entrance into it. This 
infinitely increaſes the Torment, that it ſhall never 
end. The ſuffering Soul knows it ſhall be Eternal, 
and, as ſuch. it is felt and affiifts. The Fire that de- 
vours, ſhalj never ſay "tis enough ; that ſad Night 
ſhall never have a Morning ; that horrible Tempes* 
never any Ca/!m. The Damned have no breathing 
of Reſt in their extreme Pains, no ſhadow of Hope 
to refreſh them in their intolerable Heat, but are 
under torment day and night, for ever andever, Rev. 
20. 10. Now what can be more powerful to re- 
{train Men from Sin than the Terrors of the Lord ? 
If the deſires of carnal and momentany Pleaſures 
are impctuous and urgent, what can be more 'effe- 
Ctual to give check to them, than the Conſideration 
that they are attended with a painful Eternity, that 
within a little while nothing will remain of the moſt 
pleaſant Luſts but the Worm and the Fire * Fhus 
one extrent is cured by another. Or, if the Fear 
of Men, who can inflict but outward Evils, and 
Death on the Body, at any time reſiſts the perfor- 
mance of our Duty, what 15 more proper to leſſen 

the 
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the Impreſſion, than to remember how dreadful a 
thing it is to fall into the revenging Hands of the l;- 
ving God, Who lives for ever, and can punith for e- 
yer ? Thus our Saviour fortified his Diſciples againſt 
Perſecution, Luk, 12.4,5. 1 ſay unto you, my Friends, 
Be not afraid of them that kill the Body, and after that 
have no more that they can do ;, but I will forewarn you 
whom you ſhall fear : fear him which after he hath kyl- 
led hath power to cat into Hell ;, yea,l ſay unto you, fear 
him. Excrnal Damnation 1s infinitely more fearful 
than Temporal Death. 'As the Rod of Moſes de- 
voured the Rods of the Magicians; fo the Fear of 
Hell overcomes the Fear of Death, and all tho Tor- 
ments which end with this Life. 

I ſhall add farther, to ſhew how fit an Argument 
this is to work on Mankind ; That uſually the Fear 
of Evil more dceply affetts than the Hope of Good. 
When the Imagination is violently ſtruck with an 
Object, it hath a mighty force to turn the Mind and 
Will it ſelf. Therefore Laws are ſecured by Pu- 
niſhments, not by Rewards. Indeed the Fear of 
Hell at firſt diſpoſes us for the Love of Heaven : to 
eſcape the one we fly to the other. As the virtue of 
the Loadſtone is increalt by arming it with Iron, 
which alchough it hath no attractive Power in it ſelf, 
yet by conjunttion it makes the others more forci- 
ble : So the Promiſe of Heaven makes a ſtronger 
impreſlion upon us by the threatning of Hell to all 
that deſpiſe it. Were it not for the Torments of 
Hell (which are more eaſily conceiyed by us whilſt 
we are cloathed with Fleſh, than Celeſtial Joys, and 
therefore more ſtrongly affeft us) Heaven would 
be neglected, and be as empty of Saints as,'tis full 
of Glory. To awaken us out of the deep Lethar- 
gy of ſenſual Luſts, rhe moſt pleaſant Muſick is in- 
eftectual, nothing leſz is requiſite than cutting and 
ſaritfyivg. And 
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And not only thoſe that begin, and firſt enter in 
the ways of Godlineſs, but thoſe who are advanc'd 
In Chriſtianity have need of this Bridle. For there 
are ſome Temptations wherein the Fleſh aſſaults the 
Spirit with that violence, that Love it ſelf. is obli- 
ged to call in Fear to its aſliſtance, as being more 

roper to repreſs its inordinate motions. *Tis only 
in Heaven that perfect Love will conſume all concu- 
Piſcence, and caſt out fear of Judgment : but whilſt 
we are encompaſt with Temptations, we muſt not 
think under the pretext of a more raiſed Spirituali- 
ty, that the Fear of Hell is either unbecoming or 
unneceſſary. *Tis not unworthy a Child of God to 
employ all the Motives of the Goſpel. We are com- 
manded to work out our own Salvation with fear an 

trembling, Phil. 2. 12, 

But the opening of Hell to our view 1s not ſuffici- 
ent alone to make us Holy. For the ſtrongeſt Ter- 
rors although they reſtrain from the outward for- 
bidden act, yet do not change the Heart. According 
to that of St. Auſtin, Inamter ſe vittorem putat efſe 
Peccats qui pene timore non peccats, quia etft non impletur 
forts negotium male cupiditatic, iſa tamen cupiditas intus 
eſt boſtis; that is,the fear of Puniſhment can never make 
us truly victorious over Sin, becauſe althb we do not 
actually accompliſh the Deſires of the corrupt Will, 

et the corrupt Will is ſtillan Ezemy that lives with- 
n, and is only deftroyed by the Love of Holineſs, 
which allures us by the excellent Reward that is pro- 
miſed to it. Befides, Fear 1s a violent Paſſion to 
which Nature is repugnant, ſo that although its 

Power is great, yet not conſtant. How ſtrong ſo- 

ever the force is by which a Stone is thrown up- 

wards, yet the Impreſſion is weakned by degrees, 
and overcome by the natural weight of the Stone 


whereby it falls tothe Center. So the humane Na- 
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ture reſiſts Fear, and leſſens its Impetuouſneſs ſo far, 
that frequently it returns to ſenſual Luſts. There- 
fore that the Law of the Spirit may be perfect and 
ſtable, it muſt be confirmed by the Hopes of Heaven. 
As the Natural, ſo the Spiritual Life muſt be nou- 
riſh'd by grateful Food, *tis not preferved with A- 
loes or Wormwood. For this reaſon our Saviour, 

2. To encourage and raiſe our Hopes, ofters to 
us a Reward infinitely valuable : for as God is Infi- 
nite, ſuch is the Happineſs he beſtows on his Favou- 
rites. ?Tis deſcribed to us in Scripture under the 
moſt enamouring repreſentations; as a State of 
Peace and Love, of Joy and Glory. 

The Prince of Peace reigns inthe Holy Jeruſalem that 
#5 above, and preſerves an everlaſting Serenity and 
calmneſs. The mutinous Spirits that rebelled were 
preſently chaſed from thence, into this lower Regi- 
on where they brought trouble and diſorder. He 
maketh Peace in his high Places. The Peace of Heaven 
is like the Chryſtal Sea before the Throne of the Lamb, 
which no unquiet Agitation ever troubles or di- 
f{turbs. 

An inviolable Love unites all his Subjects, no Di- 
viſion or Jealouſy diſcompoſes their Concord. They 
enjoy without envy : for infinite Bleſſedneſs is not 
diminiſhed by the number of Poſleſſors. The Inhers- 
tance in Light 1s communicated to all, Although the 
Angels are diſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral Orders and 
Miniſtrations, as Seraphims and Cherubims, Thrones 
and Powers, yet a Chain of Holy Love binds all 
their Aﬀetions together. And though the Saints 
ſhine with different degrees of Glory, yet, as in' a 
Chorus of Meſick, the different Voices make one en- 
tire Harmony : So Love, that ever continues, unites 
their Wills in a delightful harmonious Agreement; 
The nullions of Celeſtial Inhabitants compoſe but 
one 
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one Society, Love mixing in one maſs of Light and 
Glory. all their Underſtandings and Wills. 

And ſince all true Joy and Sweetneſs ſprings from 
Love, *tis impoſſible but they mult feel unſpeakable 
Complacency, in the reciprocal exerciſe of ſo Roly 
and Pure an Aﬀection. But principally, their Joy 
ariſes from the poſleſſion of God himſelf, by the 
cleareſt Knowlcdg and pureſt Love of his Excellen- 
cies. They ſee him as he tt, 1 John 3.2. Sight is 
the moſt Spiritual and noble Senſe, that gives the 
molt diſtin&t and evident diſcovery of its Objects. 
The Soul in its exalted ſtate, ſees the King in his 
Beanty, all the PerfeCtions of that infinitely Glori- 
ous and Blelled Nature in their Brightneſs and Pu- 
rity. And this Sight cauſes the moſt ardent Love, 
by which there 1s an intimate and vital Union be- 
tween the Soul and its Happineſs ; and from hence 
ſprings perfect Delight : In thy Preſence 1 fulneſs of 
Joy, Pal. 16. 11: Itexpels all Evil that would im- 
bitter and leſſen our Felicity. And this is an admi- 
rable Priviledg for the Humane Nature, that is ſo 
ſenſible of trouble. All Complaints and Cries, 
{ Rev. 21. 4.) all Sighings and Sorrows are'for ever 
baniſh*d from Heaven. If the Light of the Sun be 
{o pleaſant, that every Morning revives the World, 
and renders it new to us which was buricd in the 
Darkneſs of the Night; how infinitely pleafant 
will the Light of Glory be, that diſcovers the ab- 
ſolute and univerſal Excellencies of the Deity, the 
Beauty of his Holineſs, the PerfeCtion of his 'Wiſ- 
dom, the Greatneſs of his Power, and the Riches 
of his Mercy ? How inexpreſſibly great is the: Hap: 
pineſs that proceeds from the il]umination of a :pu- 
rified Soul, when' ſuch is the amiablenefs of God, 
that his infinite and eternal Feltcity ariſes from:the 
fruition of himſelf ? The Joy of Heaven is fo _ 
| an 
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and ſatisfying, that a thouſand Years there, are but as 
one Day. loftior earthly Goods preſently loſe the* 
Flower of Novelty, and languilh in our enjoyment 
of them : Variety is neceſlary to put an edge upon 
our Appetites, and quicken our Delights ; becauſe 
they are imperfect, and fall ſhort of our expecta- 
tion, Burt the Object of our Blelledneſs is infinite= 
ly great, and produces the ſame pure and perfect 
Joy for ever. After the longeſt fruition it never 
cloys or ſ(atiates, but is as freſh and new as at the 
firſt mom2nr. 

And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the 
Redcemed, is, that t:y ſhall be with Chriſt, and ſee 
his Glory, Joh. 17. 244 What a marvelous Joy will 
fill our Hearts, to ſce-our Bleſled Saviour, who 
ſuffer'd ſo much for us on Earth, to reign in Hea- 
ven ? Here he was in his enemies Hands; there he 
hath them under his Feet. Here he was in the 
form of a Servant, there He appears in the form of 
God, adorn'd with all the Marks of Majeſty. Here 
he was under the Cloud of his Father's Diſplea- 
ture; there he appears as the Brightneſs of his 
Glory, Here he was ignominioully Crucilied ; there 
he is crown'd with Immortal Honour. Now con- 
ſdering the ardent AﬀeCtions which the Saints 
have to their Redemer, the Contemplation of him 
in this glorious State muſt finely raviſh their 
Hearts : eſpecially, if we conſider that the exal- 
tation of Chriſt is theirs. The Members triumph 
when the Head is crown'd : His excellent Glory 
reflects a Luſtre upon them, and by the ſight of ir 
they are chang'd into his Likeneſs. If the 1m- 
perfect and dim ſight of his Divine Vertues in the 
Goſpel, hath a Power to change Believers into his 
Image from Glory to Glory, how much rhore the Vi- 
ſion of hK$ unveiled Nees Our Graces hee ark 
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but as the rude Draught and firſt Colours of the 
"Divine Image, that ſhall then bein its perfeCtion. 
We know that when he appears, we ſhall be likes him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 1 Joh. 3. 2. The ſimi- 
litnde between the Saints above and Chriſt, 1s {ſo 
exact, that if one ſhould enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and were not directed by the Light 
of that Place, he would be apt to think every glo- 
rified Saint he meets to be more than a Creature. 
St. Jokn the beloved of Chriſt, and as clear-fight- 
ed as any of the Apoſtles, miſtook an Angel for 
God ; and would have adored him, although he did 
not appear in his full Glory. The Kingdoms of 
the World, with all their Splendour, are no more 
in compare to it, than a dead ſpark to the Sun in 
its brightneſs. The very Bodies of the Saints 
ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified with 
etcrnal Ornaments: They ſhall be Companions 
with the Angels, and conformed to the glorious 
Body of Chriſt. Briefly, In the Preſent ſtate we 
are not capable to receive the full knowledg of 
Heaven : What we underſtand 1s infinitely delira- 
ble, but the moſt glorious part is ſtill undiſcove- 
r.d, The. Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it enter'd into the 
heart of Man to conceive what God hath prepared for 
rhoſe that love him. All that is beautiful or {weet 
here, is but a ſhadow of that Glory, a drop of 
that vaſt Ocean of Delights. For all that is de- 
ſirable in the Creatures, and is diſper?d among 
them,1ls united in God as the Original in an infinite 
and indeficient manner ; with all the Perogatives 
that the Creatures h:ve not. Celeſtzal Blelledneſs 
as much exceeds our moſt raiſed thoughts, as God 
is more glorious in himſelf than in any repreſen- 
tations made of him by the ſhadows of ur earth- 
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ly Imaginations. There is a greater diſpropor- 
tion between the condition of a Saint on Earth 
and in Heaven, than between the Life of an Infant 
in the Womb, and of the ſame Perſon when ad- 
vancd to the Throne, and attended with the No- 
bility of a Nation. St. John declares, 1 Joh. 3. 2. 
Now we are the Sons of God, but it doth not appear 
what we ſhall be, Who knows the full ſignifiation 
of being Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt, of 
partaking in that glorious Reward which 1s given 
to him for his great Services to the Crown of Hea- 
ven ? Who can tell the weight, the number and 
meaſure of that B'eſſedneſs ? To him that overcomes, 
{faith our Redeemer, Reyv.3. 21. will I grant to ſit 
with me in my Throne, even as I alſo overcame, and 
am ſet down with my Father in his Throne. We have 
reaſon to break forth in the Language of the P/al- 
miſt, How great is thy Goodneſs which thou haſt laid 
up for thoſe that fear thee? and ſupply the defetts 
of our Underſtanding with a Holy Admiration, 
that is the only meaſure of thoſe things that are a- 
bove our meaſure. 

Beſides, the Reward as in excellency 'tis Divine, 
ſo in duration 'tis perpetual. Heaven is an Inheri- 
trance as ſafe as great. Here we are ſubjeCt to 
Time, that carries us and all our goods down its 
{ſwift Stream ; but there Eternity, that is fix'd and 
unchangeable, embraces us in its Boſom. We (hall 
be ſecure and at Reſt, for no Perſon ſhail take away 
our Crown ;, we ſhall reign for ever andever, Rev. 22. 
5- At God's right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore, 
( Pfal. 16. 11. ) that can never abate or end. As 
his Liberal Hand beſtows , ſo his Powerful pre- 
ſerves our Happineſs. The Bleſled hall ſing Ever- 
laſting Hymns of Glory, and Songs of Thank\- 
giving to the Great Creator, Redeemer, ard San- 
ny Cc 2 Ctifer, 
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Ctifter, who hath preparcd and purchaſed that 
Felicity for them, and hath brought them to the 
ſecure poſleſſion of it. 

Now can there be a more powerful Motive to 
Obedience, than Infinite and Eternal Bleſſedneſs ? 
what can pretend to our Atfections in competition 
with it ? Carnal Pleaſures only gratifty our vilcr 
part the Body, in its vileſt ſtate; but the Joys of 
Heaven are Spiritual and Sublime, and proporti- 
oned to our nobleſt and moſt capacious Faculties. 
Earthly Delights cannot ſatisfy our S2nſes, but the 
Peace of God paſſes unaerſtanding. One hours en- 
joyment of it 13 better than an Eternity ſpent in 
the pleaſure; of Sin. What inexcuſable madneſs 
IS1t to prefer painted 'Triiles before that ineſtima- 
ble Treaſure ? Who can truly believe there is ſuch 
an excellent Glory, but he muſt love 1t and vigo- 
rouſly endeavour to obtain it ? Who would not 
£0 to the Celeſtial Canaan, though the way lies 
through a Wilderneſs where no Flower or Fruit 
grows ? All temporal Evils are not only to be en- 
dured, bur cheartuily embraced in order to the 
pollelling of it. The Apoſlle tells vs, Rom. 8. / 
reckon that the Sfferings of the preſent time, are not 
cor; paravle with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in us. 
And he was the moſt fit Perſon to make the com- 
rari{on, having made Trial of both States. For 
he was a Man of Sorrows, that had paſt through 
Aflli:tions of a!l kinds, and he was raviſh'd up to 
Paraditc, where he heard thoſe things that exceed 
all expreſlions of Humane Words. Now after a 
{criou> eſtimate, he declares, ( 2 Cor. 4. 17.) that 
the Eternal weight of Glory, inlinitely out-ballances the 
light and momentany troubles of this Life, Thus from 
hart hath been ſaid concerning the greatneſs of the 
Recompences hereafter, we may underſtand how. 

' Ee} | powerful 
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powerful they are to deter Men from Stn, and t9 
allure them to Holineſ-, 

2. 1 hat theſe Objects may be effeCtual, our Sa- 
viour hath clearly revealed them, and given us con- 
vincing evidence and atlurance of their reality. 
The Heathens had only ſome glimmerings, and 
ſuſpictons of a future State : Ihey were under 
Doubts concerning the Nature of the Soul, whe- 
ther Mortal or Incorruptible, wavering between 
the Alſent and Denial ; and inclining to this or that 
part, as See perſwaded them to beli-ve them- 
ſ{lves only as Brutcs, or Reaſon to acknowledg 
themſcives Men. Socrates, (r) betore his Judges, 
ſpeaks as one that deſired Immortality ; and in his 
laſt Diſcourſes to his Friends he endeavours to per- 
{wade them , but could not conquer his own 
Doubts, nor aſſure himſelf. All his Diſcourſes 
end in ConjeCtures and uncertain Gueſſes. Beides, 
the Hell which they fancied, was made up of ſuch 
ridiculous and ſenſeleſs Terrors, that could only 
aflect Children who were not arrived to the pertect 
uſe of Reaſon. And their apprehenſions of Hap- 
pineſs in the next Life were lo extravagant, that 
what the Philoſopher ſ1jd in general of Hope, 
that *tis the Dream of waking Men, 1s more jult- 
ly applicable to the Hope of the Heathen:, in re- 
ſpect of the future Reward. For as the illu{jons of 
a Dream have many times areal Subject, but envi- 
roned with ſo many fantaſtick Imaginations as 
ſpoils all the proportions of it; ſo their Opinion 
had a Foundation in Truth, but was mix'd with 
many Errours inconſiſtent with perfect Felicity. 

Cc 3 And 
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gio ranas in gurgite nigras, Atque uni tranfire vadum ror milta 
cymba, Nec puert credunt, nift qui gondum ore layantur. 
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And as the pleaſure of a Dream 1s ſlight and va- 
niſhing, ſo the uncertain expectation of Felicity 
did but lightly touch their Spirits. Briefly, they 
had no true Knowledg, nor firm Belicf of Eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs in the Viſion of God, nor of the 
endleſs Torments in Hell; and wanting thoſe 
great Principles, from whence the Rules and Power 
to live In a holy manner are derived, they fell ſhort 
of that Purity which is a neceſlary qualification to 
prepare Men for Heaven. They were in a confuſed 
Labyrinth, without true Light or Guide, intang- 
l:d with miſcrable Errors, and ſtumbled every ſtep 
vhilſt they fouzht after Happineſs : But the Lord 
Chriſt hath inſtructed the World concerning thoſe 
invifib'c future Recompences. He hath expreſly 
threatned what-cver Is to be feared by Man as a 
rational or ſenſible Creature, the Worm that never 
ares, and ths Fire that ſhall never be quench'd, in caſe 
of Diſobedicnce; and he hath promiſed what-ever 
13 to be hoped for, in caſe of Obedience. The 
Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, in the Go- 
ſpel, againſt all Vngodlineſs and Unrighteonſneſs of 
Alen, Roin. 1.18. And our Saviour hath brought 
Life and Immortality to light, 2 Tim. 1. 10 He 
hath declarcd the Nature and Quality of Eternal 
Life : That 1t conſiſts in the moſt perfect Acts of 
our raiſed and moſt receptive Faculties, upon the 
moſt excellent -Objects ; That it contains perfect 
Holineſs arid pure Felicity, being for ever diſtant 
from the Infirmities and Defilements of onr mortal 
State. He hath revealed as the quality, ſo the ex- 
tent of it, relating to the Body as well as the Soul. 
Whereas the Philoſophers of ſeveral Seds,the Aca- 
gemscks,Stoicks, Epicureans,labouring with allthe force 
of 'thetr Underſtanding, formed a Felicity accor- 
Ging to their Fancies, which was either wholly 
_ | Senſual, 
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Senſual, or elſe but for half of Man : For of the 
Refurre&ion, and conſequently the Immortality of 
the Body, not the leaſt notice for many Ages ever 
arrived to them. Our Saviour, who alone had the 
words of Eternal Life, hath promiſed a Happineſs 
that reſpzCts entire Man : The Soul and the Body 
which are his eſſential Parts, ſhall be united and en- 
dued with aft the glorions Qualitics becoming the 
Sons of God. And of ail this he hath given to 
the World the higheſt aſſurance : For he verified 
his Dofrine by his own Example, riſing from the 
Grave, and appearing to his Apoſtles crown'd with 
Immortality, and viſibly aſcending before them to 
Heaven. Since there is no greater Paradox to Rea- 
ſon than the ReſurreCtion, which ſeemed utterly 
incredible to Men, and not to be the Object of a 
rational Deſire ; God by raiſing him from the Grave, 
hath given the moſt convincing Argument that our 
Redeemer was ſent from him, to acquaint the 
World with the future State. Thus the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks to the Athenians, AR. 17. 30. The times of 
Ionvance God winked at, but now commandeth all Men 
every-where to repent ;, becauſe he hath appointed a 
day, wherein he will judg the World in Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath 
gzver aſſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead. Jeſus Chriſt who was atteſted 
from Heaven to be the Son of God by that great 
and powerful At, declared the Recompences that 
ſhall attend Men after Death ; therefore a full and 
perfe(t Aſſent is due to his Teſtimony. Hell with 
all its Dread and Terror is not a Picture drawn by 
fancy to affright the World, but is revealed by 
him whoſe Words ſhalt remain when Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs away. The Heavenly Glories are not the 
Viſions of a contemplative Perſon that haye no Ex- 
Cc 4 iltence, 
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Lſtence, but are great Realities promiſed by him, 
who as he died to purchaſe, ſo he roſe to witneſs 
the Truth of th:m. And to bring theſe Great 
Things, that are ſeparate and diſtant from this 
preſent State, nearer to us; He ſometimes cauſes 
Hell to riſe up from beneath, and flaſh in the face of 
ſccure Siuncr., that they may break off their Sins 
by Repentance : and ſometimes he opens Heaven 
from above, the Paradiſe of true Delights, and 
ſends down of the preciow Fruits of the Sun, 
of the precious things of the laſting Hills, that by the 
ſght of their Beauty, and the taſte of their Sweet- 
neſs, we may for ever abhor the Pleaſures of Sin. 
By the frequent and ſenſible experience of the 
Truth of the Goſpel in its Threatnings and Pro- 
miles, innumerable Perſons have been converted 
from Sin to Holineſs, from Earth to Heaven, from 
Vanity to Eternity. 

3- Love 18a preralent aFeAion, ſtronger than 
Death ; and Kindneſs is the greateſt endearment 
of Love. Now the Lord Jeſus expres?d ſuch ad- 
mirable Love to us, that being duly conſidered, it 
cannot but inſpire us with Love to him again, and 
with a grateful deſire to pleaſe him in all things. 
He deſcended from Heaven to Earth, and delive- 
red himlelf to a ſhameful Death, that he might re- 
deem us from all Tniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works. Tit. 2. 14- 
And what Argument 15 more powerful to cauſe in 
us a ſerious hatred of Sin, than the Conſideration 
of what Chriſt hath ſuffered to free us from the 
Pamſhment and Power of it? If a Man for his 
Crimes were condemned to the Gallies, and a 
Friend of his who had been extremely injur'd by 
þ1m, ſhould ranſom him by a great Sum; when 
3c guilty Perſon is reſtored to Liberty, will he 

not 
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not bluſh for ſhame at the memory of what he hath 
done ? But how much more if his Friend would 
ſuffer for him the Pains and Infamy of his Slave- 
ry ? If any ſpark of Humanity remain in him, can 
he ever delight himſelf in thoſe Actions, which 
made ſuch a Benefit neceſſary to him ? Vow we were 
not redeemed with corruptible Things, as Silver and 
Gold, from our vain Converſation, (the moſt ſor- 
did and deplorable Captivity ) but with the precions 
Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb without blemiſh and without 
ſpor, 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Andis it Poſlible for a Chri- 
{tian to live in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt died ? 
Will not Love cauſe an humble fear, leſt he ſhould 
fruſtrate the great Deſign, and make void the 
moſt bleſſed Ettect of his terrible Sutterings ? Why 
did he redeem us with ſo exccllent a Price from ou; 
cruel Bondage, but to reſtore us to his free Service ? 
Why did he vindicate us from the Power of the 
Uſurper to whom we were Captives, but to make 
us SubjeCfts to our Natural Prince ? Why did ke 
purify us with his moſt precious Blood from ovr 
deadly Defilements, (/ ) but that we might be 
intirely conſecrated - to his Glory, and be fervent 
in good Works ? What can work upon an ingenu- 
ous Perſon more than ſenſe of Kindneſs ? What 
can oblige more ſtrongly to Duty, than Gratitude ? 
What more powerful attractive to Ohedience, than 
Love ? This pure Love confirms the Glorified Saints 
for ever in Holineſs. For they are not Holy to 
obtain Heaven, becauſe they arc poſles'd of it ; 
nor to preſerve their Bleſlednefs, becauſe they __ 
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(/) Ergo tedignum gere tali pretio, ne veniat Chriſtus qui 
re mundavit, qui te redemit, & fi re in peccato invenerit, di- 
car tibi z que utilicas in ſanguine meo ? quid profeci tibt dum 
gelcendi in corruptionem ? Amb, de Virginit, p. 3, 
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paſt all hazard of loſing it ; but from the moſt lively 
and permanent ſenſe of their Obligations, becauſe 
they have obtained that incomparable Felicity by a 
Gift never to bz reverſt, and by a Mercy tranſcen- 
dently great. And the ſame Love to God that is in 
the Saints above in the higheſt degree of Perfeftion, 
and makes them for ever to glorify him, will pro- 
portionably to our State in this Life cauſe us to ob- 
terve his Commands with delight and conſtancy. A 
true Chriſtian is moved by Fear, more by Hope, moſt 
by Love. 


—— 


CHAP. XIX. 

Practical Inference. The Compleatneſs of our Recovery 
by Jeſus Chriſt. He frees us from the Power as well 
as Guilt of Sin. Sin us the Diſeaſe and Wound of 
the Soul : the meer Pardon of it cannot make us bappy. 
Santtification equals, if not excels, Juſtification, It 
qualifies us for the enjoyment of God. Savumg Grace 
doth not encourage the prattice of Sin. The Pro. 
. miſes of Pardon and Heaven are conditional. To 
avuſe the Mercy of the Goſpel, 1s diſhonourable to 
God, and pernicious to Man. The Excellency of the 


Chriſtian Religion diſcovered from its deſign and 


effett, The deſion 1s to purge Men from Sm, and 
conform them to God's Holineſs according to their 
Capacity. This gives it the moFÞ viſible Preemmence 
above other Religions, The admirable effett of the 
Goſpel tn the Primitive Chriſtians. An earneſt Ex- 
bortation to live according to the Purity of the 
Goſpel, and the great Obligations our Saviour hath 
laid on 165. 


1. Rom hence we may diſcover the Perfeftion 

: and Compleatneſs of the Redemption that 

our Saviour purchaſed for us. He fully _ 
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what was ruined by the Fall. He was called Jeſus, 
becauſe He ſhould ſave his People from their Sins : 
Mat. 1.21. He reconciles them to God, and re- 
deems them from their vain Converſation, He came 
by Water and Blood, to ſignify the Accompliſhment 
of what was repreſented by the Ceremonal Purih- 
cation, and the Blood of the Sacrifices ; SatisfaCti- 
on ard Sanctification are found in Him. And this 
was not a needleſs Compaſſion, but abſolutely re- 
quilite in order to our Felicity. Man 1n his guilty 
corrupt State may be compar'd to a condemn'd 
Malefattor, infected with noiſom and painful 
Wounds and Diſeaſes, and wants the Grace of the 
Prince to pardon him, and Soveraign Remedies to 
heal him. Suppoſing the Sentence were reverlt, 
yet he cannot enjoy his Life till he is reſtor'd to 
Health. Thus the Sinner is under the Condemna- 
tion of the Law, and under many ſpiritual, power- 
ful Diſtempers, that make him truly miſerable. His 
irregular Paſſions are ſo many ſorts of Diſeaſes, 
not only contrary to Health, but to one another, 
that continually torment him. He feels all the 
effects of Sickneſs. He is inflam'd by his Luſts, and 
made reſtleſs, being without Power to accompliſh 
or to reſtrain them. All his Faculties are diſabled 
for the Spiritual Life, that is only worthy of his 
Nature, and whoſe Operations are mixt with fin- 
cere and laſting Pleaſure. Sin as 'tis the Diſeaſe, 
ſo 'tis the Wound of the Soul, and attended with 
all the evils of thoſe that are moſt terrible : The 
whole Head is ſich,, the whole Heart is faint, from 
the ſole of the Foot ta the. Head, there is no ſoundneſs 
in it, but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and pmtrifying Sores : 
iſa. 1. Now our Redeemer as he hath obtain'd a 
full Remiſkon of our Sins, ſo he reſtores Holineſs 
tO us, the true health and vigor of the Soul. R. 
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hath made a Plaiſter of his living Fleſh mixt with 
his Tears and Blood, thoſe divine and powerful In- 
gredients, to heal our Wounds. By the Holy Spt- 
it ?tis applied to us, that we may partake of its 
Virtue and Influence. His moſt precious Sacrifice 
p.rifies the Conſcience from dead Works, that we 
may fezrve the Living God. Without this the bare 
exemption from Puniſhment, were not ſufficient to 
make us happy : For altho the guilty Conſcience 
were ſecure from Wrath to come, yet thoſe fterc2 
unruly Paſſions, the Generation of Vipers rhat 
lodg, in the Breaſt of the Sinner, would cauſe a 
real Domeſtick Hell. Till theſe are mortihed, there 
can be noeaſe nor reſt. Bzſides, Sin 1s the true diſho- 
nour of Man's Nature, that degrades him from his 
Excellency,and changes him into a Beaſt, or a'Devll : 
Go that to have a licence ts wallow in the mire, to live 
in the praCtife of Sin that ſtains and vilthes him, 
were a miſ.rable Priviledg. The Scripture there- 
tore repreſents the curing of onr corrupt Inclina- 
tions, and the cleaning us from our Pollutions, to 
be the eminent effect and bleſſed work of Saving 
Mercy. Accordingly St. Peter tells the Fews ( Atts 
3.26.) that God having raiſed up his S9n Jeſus, 
fear him to bleſs you, in turnins away every one of you 
from bis Tn:quities : that 13, Chriit 1n his glorified 
ſtate gives the Spirit of Holineſs to work a ſincere 
thorow Change in Men, ſrem all preſumptuous 
reigning Sins, to univerſal Holineſs. Unvaluable 
Benefit ! that equals if not excels our Juſtification. 
For as the evil of Sin 1n its own nature is worſe 
than theevil of Puniſhmznt, ſo the freeing us from 
its Dominion 1s a greater Bleſſing than meer Impu- 
nity. "The Son of God for a time was made ſub- 
ject to our Miſerics, not to our Sins. He deveſted 
himſelf of his Glory, not of his Holineſs. And the 
| | Apo- 
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Apoſtle 'in the extaſy of his affeCtion deſired to be 
made unhappy for the Salvation of the Jews, nor 
tobe unholy. Beſides, the End 1s more noble than 
the Means : Now Jelus Chriſt purchaſed our Pardon, 
that we might be reſtored to our forfeired Holi- 
neſs. Hg ranſomed us by h1z Death, that he mighr 
bleſs us by his ReſurreCtion. He gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
purifie to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works : Tir. 2. 14. San@tihcation is the lait Ezd 
of all he did and ſuffered for us. 

Holineſs is the chiefeſt Excellency of Man, his 
higheſt advantage above inferiour Beings. *'Tis 
the ſupreme Beauty of the Soul, the reſemblance 
of Angels, the Image of God himſelf. {n this the 
Perſection of the reaſonable Nature truly tonliſts, 
and Glory naturally reſults from it. As a Diamond, 
when its carthy and colourleſs parts are taken away, 
ſhines forth in its luſtre ; ſo when the Soul is freed 
from its Impurities, and all terrene Aﬀections, ir 
will appear with a Divine Brightnels. The Church 
ſhall then be Glorious when clenſed from every Spot, and 
made compleat in Holineſs. To this I will only 
add, that without Holineſs we cannot ſee God, that is, 
delightfully enjoy Him. Suppoſe the Law were 
diſpenſ?d with, that forbids any unclean Perſon to 
enter into th2 Holy Jeruſalem, the place cannot 
make him happy. For Happineſs conſiſts in the 
Fruition of an Objett that 15 ſuitable and ſatisfying 
to our Delircs. The Holy God cannot be our Fe- 
licity, without our partaking of his Nature. Im- 
puted Righteouſneſs frees us from Hell, inherent 
makes us fit for Heaven, The. Sum is, Tcſus 
Chrilt, that he might be a perfeCt Saviour, ſanCtifics 
all whom He jultthes ; for otherwiſe we could not 
be totally exempted from ſuffering Evil, nor capa- 
ble 
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ble of enjoying, the ſupreme Good, we could not be 
happy here nor hereafter. 
2. From hence it appears, that Saving Grace | 
gives no encouragement to the practife of Sin. For | 
the principal aim of our Redeemer's Love in dying 
for us, was to ſanttifie and cleanſe us, by F* waſhing 
of Water and the Word, And accordingly all the 
Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are conditio- 
nal. The holy Mercy of the Goſpel offers For- 
givencſs, only to penitent Believers that return 
from Sin to Obedience : We are commanded to repent 
and be converted, that our Sins may be blotted out, in 
the time of refreſhment, from the preſence of the Lord, 
Aft. 3.19. And Heaven 1s the Reward of perſeye- 
ring Obedience : To them who by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immort ali- 
ry, eternal Life ; Rom. 2. 7. There cannot be the 
leaſt ground of a rational juit Hope in any Perſon 
without Holineſs : Whoever hath this Hope in him, pu- 
rifies himſelf even as he # pure, 1 Joh. 3.3. By which 
It, appears, that the genuine and proper uſe we are 
ro make of the exceeding great and precious Prom- 
fes, is, That by them we may be Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, and eſcape the Pollntion that 1s m the World 
through Liſt, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Yet the corrupt Hearts 
of Men are to ſtrongly enclined to their Luſts, that 
they turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, and make 
an advantage of Mercy to aſliſt their Security ; pre- 
ſaming to fin with leſs fear and more licence, upon 
the account of the glorious Revelation of it by our 
Redeemer. The moſt live as if they might be fav'd 
without being Saints, and enjoy the Paradiſe of the 
Fleſh here,and not be excluded from that of the Spi- 
rit hereafter. But Grace doth not in the leaſt de- 
gree authorize and fayour their Luſts, nor relax the 


Sinews of Obedience ; ?tis perfectly A of 
their 
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their nnnatural abuſe of it. The Poiſon is not in 
the Flower, but the Spider. Therefore the Apoſtle 
propounds it with Indignation, Rom. 6. 1. Shall we 


| ſin, that Grace may abound? God forbid, He uſes 


this form of ſpeech, to expreſs an extreme abhor- 
rency of a thing that is either impious and diſhonou- 
rable to God, or pernicious and deſtructive to Men. 
As when he puts the queſtion, 1s God unjuſt who ta- 
keth vengeance ? God forbid, Rom. 3.5,6. and, /s 
there Intquity in God? God forbid, Rom.9. 14. He 
rejects the mention of it with infinite averſation. 
Indeed what greater diſparagement can there be of 
the Divine Purity, than to indulge our ſelves in Sin 
upon confidence of an eaſy Forgivencſs ? As if the 
Son of God had been conſecrated by ſuch terrible 
Sufferings, to purchaſe and prepare a Pardon for 
thoſe who ſin ſecurely : What an unexpreſlible In- 
dignity is it to make a monſtrous alliance between 
Chriſt and Belial ? 

And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious to Men. It 
the Antidote be turned into Pojſcn, and the Remedy 
cheriſh the Diſeaſe, the caſe is deſperate. T he Apo- 


file tells us, Thoſe that do evil that good may come there- 


by, their Damnation ts juſt. Suppoſe a preſuming Sin- 
ner were aſſured, that after he had gratified his car- 
nal vile Deſires, he ſhould repent and be pardoned ; 
yet *twere an unreaſouable Lfet of Self-loye to do 
ſo. What /ſraclite was ſo fool-hardy as to provoke 
a fiery Serpent to bite him, though he knew he ſhould 
be healed by the brazen Serpent ? But *tis a degree 
beyond Madneſs, for a Man to live in a courſe of Sin 
upon the hopes of Salvation, making the Mercy of 
God to be his Bondage, as if he could not be happy 
without them. An unrenewed Sinner may be the 
Object of God's Compaſlion, but while he remains 
ſo, he is uncapable of Communion with him _ 
Mmuc 
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much more hereafter. Under the Law the Lepers 
were excluded the Camp of 1/rael, where the Pre- 
ſence of God was in a ſpecial manner ; much'more 
ſhall thoſe who are covered with moral Pollutions, 
be kept out from the Habitation of his Holmeſs. *Tis 
a mortal Deluſion for any to pretend that elelting 
Mercy will bring them to Glory, or that the allſut- 
ficient Sacrifice of Chriſt will atone God's Diſplea- 
ſ re towards them, although they indulge them- 
ſelves in a courſe of Sin. The Book of Life is ſe- 
cret 3 only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the Names 
of the Elect are written there, can open the Seals of 
:t. But the Goſpel that is a lower Book of Life, tells 
us the Qualifications of thoſe who are Veſſels of 
Mercy, they are by Grace prepared for Glory ; and 
that there can be no benefit by the Death of Chriſt 
without conformity to his Life. Thoſe who abuſe 
Mercy now. ſhall have Juſtice for ever. 

3. From hence we may diſcover the peculiar cx- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other 
Inſtitutions ; and that in reſpect of its deſign and 
effect. The whole Delign of the Goſpel is expreſ- 
ſed in the words of Chriſt from Heaven to Par, 
ACt. 26. 18. when he ſent him to the Gentiles, To 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the Power of Satan to God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them 
that are ſanitified by Faith in Chriſt, One great End 
of it is to takeaway all the Filthineſs and Malignity 
wherewith Sin hath infected the World,and to cauſe 
in Men a real Conformity to God's Holineſs, accor- 
ding to their capacity. As the Reward it promiſes, 
Is not an earthly Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here, 
but Celeſtial 3 ſo the Holineſs it requires, is not an 
ordinary natural Perfeftion, which Men honour with 
the title of Vertue, but an Argelical Divine Quality 

that 
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that ſanftifies us in the Spirit, Soul and Body ; that: 
cleanſes the Thoughts and Afﬀections, and ©» reot- 
ſes it ſelf in a courſe of univerſai Obedience to <£1nd's 
Will. Indced there arc other things that commend 
the Goſpel to any, that with ſudgi'ent compares it 
with other Religions. The heighc of its Myiterics 
which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that vpon its 
diſcovery they afle&t with reverence and adm: 2tt- 
on : Whereas the Religion of tne Gentiles was '11 '!t 
on Follies and Fables (t). Their molt folewn \! j- 
ſteries to which they were admitted aiter lo long a 
circuit of Cercmonies and great Preparations, con= 
tained nothing, but a prodigious mixture of Vanity 
and Impiety, worthy to be conccalcd in everlaſting 
Darknels (#). Beſides, the Conlirmation of the 
Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize it above all h- 
man Inſtitutions. And the glorious eternal Reward of 
it infinitely exceeds what ever is propounded by them. 
But that which gives it the molt viſible Preeminence, 
iS, That it is a Dottrine according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 
6.3- The End is the Charatter of its Nature. The 
whole contexture and Harmony of its DoQtrines, 
Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings is for the exaltati- 
on of Godlineſs. The Objects of Faith revcaled 
are not meerly ſpeculative, to be conceived and be- 
lieved only as true, or to be gazed on in an Extaſy 
of Wonder, but are Myſteries of Godlineſs, that have 
a powerful Influence upon Practice. The Deſign of 
God in the publication of them, is not only to cn- 
lighten the Mind, but to warm the Heart, and puri- 
fy the Aﬀections. God diſcovers his Nature that 
we imitate Him, and his Works that we may glori- 
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fy Him. All the Precepts of the Goſpel are to em» 
brace Chriſt by a lively Faith, to ſeek for Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs in Him ; to live Godly, Righ- 
teouſly, and Soberly in this preſent World. When 
our Saviour was on the Earth, the End of his Ser- 
mons, as appears in the Goſpel, was to regulate the 
Lives of Men, to correct their vicious Paſſions rather 
than to explicate the greateſt Myſteries. Other Re- 
ligions oblige thur Diſciples either to ſome external 
Actions that have no moral worth in them, ſo that 
*tis impoſlible for any one thar is guided by Reaſon 
to be taken with ſuch Vanities : Or they require 
things zncommodiors and burthenſome. The Prieſts 
of Baal cut themſclves. And among the Chuneſes, 
though in great reputation for Wiſdom, their Pers- 
zents expoſe themſelves half naked to the Injuries of 
the ſharpeſt Weather ; with a double Cruelty and 
Pleaſure of the Cevil, who makes them freeze here, 
and expects they ſhould burn for ever hereafter. 'Tis 
not the moſt ſtrifdt obſervance of ſerious Trifles, 
nor ſubmitting to rigorous Auſterities, that enobles 
the humane Nature, and commends us to God. The 
moſt zealous Performers of things indifferent, and 
that chaſtiſe themſelves with a bloody Diſcipline, 
labour for nothing, and may paſs to Hell through 
Purgatory. But the Religion of Chriſt reforms the 
Underſtanding and Will, and all the Aftionsdepend- 
ing on them. It chaſes away Error, and Vice, and 
Hatred, and ſheds abroad Light and Loye, Purity 
and Peace ; and forms on Earth a lively repreſenta- 
tion of that pure Society that 1s in Heayen. The 
End of itis to render Men /ike the Angels in Holineſs, 
that they may be ſo in Bleſledneſs. This will ren- 
der it amiable to all that conſider it without Paſſion. 
And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that although ma- 
ny Heathens aid Hereticks have contradicted other 
parts 
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parts of the Chriſtian Religion ; yet none have dar'd 
openly to condeinn the moral part of It. 

The Efett of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to 
the Deſign. One main dutlerence between the o/d 
and mew Law, is, that the old gave the knowledg 
of Rules without Power to obſerve them ; the new 
that is attended with the Grace of Chriſt, enables 
us by a holy Love to pzrform that which the other 
made Men only to underſtand. Of this we have 
the moſt ſenſible Evidence in the Premirzve Church, 
that was produc*d by the firlt Beams of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, and had reccived the firlt Fruits of 
the Spirit. What 13 more wonderful and worthy 
of God, than that perfe(t Love which made all the 
firſt Believers to have one Heart, and one Soul ? 
W hat greater contempt of the World can be imagi- 
ned.than the voluntary parting withall their Goods, 
in conſecrating them to God for the relicf of the 
Poor ? And the Churches of the Gext:les, while the 
Blood of Chriſt was warm, and his Actions freſh in 
the memories of Men, were exemplary in Holineſc, 
They were as Stars ſhining in a perverſe Generation, 
There was fuch a brightneſs in their Converſations, 
that it pierc'd through the Darkneſs of Paganiſm, 
and made a viſible difference between them and all 
others. Pheir Words and Actions were ſo full of 
Zeal for the Glory of God, of Chaſtity, Tempe- 
rance, Juſtice, Charity, that the Heathens from 
the Holineſs of their Lives concluded the Holineſs 
of their Law, and that the DoCtrine that produc'd 
ſuch Fruits, could not be evil. The firſt Light that 
diſcovered the Truth of the Chriſtian Faith to ma- 
ny, was from the Graces and Vertues that appear'd 
in the Faithful. The. Purity of their Lives, their 
Courage ta Death, were as powerful to conyert the 
World, as their Sermons, Diſputations and Mira- 
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cles (x). And thoſe who were under ſuch ſtrong 
Prejudices that they would not examine the Do- 
&trine of the Goſpel, yet they could not but admire 
the Integrity and Innocency that was viſible in the 
Converſation of Chriſtians. They eſteem'd their 
Perſons from the good Qualities that were viſthle in 
them, when they hated the Chriſtian Name for the 
conceaPd Evil they unreaſonably ſuſpected to be un- 
der it. This Tertullian excellently repreſents in his 
Apology. The moſt part are ſo prejudic*d againſt 
the Name, and are poſleſt with ſuch a blind hatred 
to it, that they make it a matter of reproach even 
to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteemed. Cars, 
they ſay, is a good Man, he hath no fault, but that 
he 1s a Chriſtian (y). Thus the excellent Holineſs 
of the Profeſſors of the Goſpel ford a weneration 
from their Enemies, 

But we are fallen from Heaven, and mixt with the 
Duſt. Our Converſation hath nothing ſingular in 
Holineſs to diſtinguiſh us from the World. The 
ſame corrupt Paſſions reign in Profeſlors of Chriſti- 
anity, as in thoſe who are Strangers from the ſacred 
Covenant. If we compare our ſelves with the Pri- 
mitive Church, we mult confeſs our Unworthineſs 


to be called their Succefſors. Sixteen hundred yearyg | 


are run out ſince the Son of God came down to ſan- 
Ctify and ſave the World, which are ſo many de- 
grees, whereby we are deſcended from the firſt Per- 
tection. We are more diſtant from them in Holineſs 
than in Time. So nniverſal ard great 1s the Cor- 
ruption, that ?ris almoſt as dithcult to revive the dy- 
ing Faith of Chriſtians, and to reſorm their Lives 
according, to the Purity of their Profeſſion, as the 

Con- 


"- 


(-) Vid. Cryſoft. Homil, 6. in 1 Epiſt. ad Corinch, 
(y) Bonus Vir Caius Sj: viſt Chriſtianus, 
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Converſion of the World was from Heathenſm to 
Chriſtianity. 

*Tis true, In cvery Age there are ſome Exam- 
ples of the Virtue of the Goſpel that rellect an 
Honour upon it. And this laſt Age, which we may 
call the Winter of the World, in which the Holy 
Spirit hath foretold, That the love of many ſhall 
grow cold, by a marvelous Antiperiſtaſis hath infla- 
med the Hearts of ſome cxcellent Saints towards 
God and Religion. But the great number of the 
Wicked, and the progreſs of Sin in their Lives, 
there is no meaſure of Tears (uſficient to lament. 

Fourthly, 1 ſhall preſs Chriſtians to walk, as be- 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt, anſwerably to the Ho- 
lines and Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to 
thoſe great and ſtrict Obligations it lays upon us. 
The Goſpel requires an cntire Holineſs in all our 
Faculties, an equal reſpcCt to all our Duties : We 
are commanded, to cleanſe owr ſelves from all pol- 
lutions of Fleſh and Spirit, to be holy in all manner of 
Converſation, We are enjoynd, to be perfetting 
Holineſs in the fear of God; to be holy, as He that 
hath called us is Holy. A certain meaſure of Faith, 
and Love, and Obcdience, a mediocrity in Vertue, 
*we muſt not content our ſelves with. * lis not a 

Counſel of perfection given only to ſome Chriſtians 
of a peculiar Order and Elevation ; but the Com- 
mand of a Law that without exception binds all, 
Be perfett as your Heavenly Father is perfeit. The 
Goſpel gives no Diſpenſation to any Perſon, nor 
in any Duty. The Doctrine that aſſerts there are 
{ome excellent Works to which the lower ſort of 
Chriſtians is not obliged, is equally pernicious, 
both to thoſe who do them by Preſumption, as if 
they were not due, and were therefore meritoriowu: ; 
and to thoſe who neglect them, by a blind Securi- 
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ty, as if they might be ſaved without ſtriving 
to reach the higheſt degrees of Obedience. 'Tis a 
weak pretence, that becauſe the conſummate mea- 
ſure of SanCtification can only be attained in the 
next Life, therefore we ſhould not endeavour after 
it here. For by ſincere and conſtant endeavours 
we make nearer approaches to it, and according to 
the degrees of our Progreſs ſuch are thoſe of our 
Joy. As Nature hath preſcribed to all heavy Bo- 
dies their going tothe Centre, and although none 
comes to it, and many are at a great diſtance from 
it, yct the ordination of Nature is not in*vain 
becauſe by virtue of it, every heavy Body 1s al- 
ways tending thither in 70t:on or inclination © So al- 
though we cannot reach to compleat Holineſs in 
this imperfect ſtate, yer "tis not in vain that the 
Goſpel preſcribcs it, and infuſes into Chriſtians thoſe 
diſpoſitions whereby they are g7adzally carried to 
the full accompliſkment of it. Not to arrive to 
Perfection is the weakneſs of the Fleſh, not to 
aſpire -aficr 1t 1s the fault of the Spirit, To cx- 
cite us, It will be of mcment ro contider the great 
Obligations that the Goſpel lays upon Chriſt:ans to 
be holy, 1 John 3. 1. By that Covenant the Holy 
God 1s plcaled to take them into the Relation of his 
Children ; and as the Nature of SanCtification, fo 
the Motives of 1t arc contained in that Title. For 
ſo ncar an Alliance obliges theny to a faithful obſer- 
vation of his Commands, and to imitate him with 
the greateſt care,that the Vein of his Spirit, and the 
Marks of his Blood may appear in all their Actions. 
Whh1feever is born of God, doth not commit ſin : 1 Joh. 
3.9. Theallowed praftice of it is inconſiftent with 
the quality of 2 Son of God, 'tis contrary to the 
Grace of his Divine Birth. Nay, the omiſſion of 
Good, as well as the commilſio: of Evil, 1s incon- 


1 ſiſtent 


fn Contrivitin Yan's Redemption, 407 


ſiſtent with that Relation. ?Tis for this reaſon, 
that Holineſs is ſo much the charaFer of a true 
Chriſtian, that to be a Chriſtian and a Saint are 
the ſame thing in the Writings of the Apoſtles. 
That venerable Title obliges him to a higher pra- 
Ctice of Vertue, than ever the Pagans imagined. 
He is far behind them, if he do not ſurpaſs them 
and if he is ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloathed 
with ſhame. Beſides, our Redeemer who hath a 
right to uz by ſo many Titles, by his Divine and 
Humane Nature, by his Life and Death, by his 
Glory and Suſltcrings ; as he ſtrictly commands us 
to be Holy ; ſo he hath joined Example to his Autho- 
rithy, That we may walk as he walked, and be as he w.1s 
in the World. St. Paul makes uſe of this Confidera- 
tion, to reſtrain the Diſciples of Chriſt from all 
Sin, and to perſwade them to univerſal Holineſs. 
After he had mentioncd the diſorders of the 
Gentiles, to deter the Epheſians from the like, he 
tells them, Eph. 4. 20. But ye have not ſo learned 
Chriſt, that is, his Rule and Practice inſtructed 
them otherwiſe. And when he commands the Ro- 
mans, Rom- 13. 13, 14. To walk honeſtly as in the day, 
zot in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying ;, he oppoſes 
to all theſe Vices the Patern that Chriſt ſet before 
us, But put ye onthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The ex- 
preſſion intimates the Duty, that as the Garment 
is commenſurate to the Body, ſo we are to imitate 
all the parts of his Holy Converſation. 

*Tis no wonder that the Heathens gratified the 
Inclinations of Luſt or Rage, when their Gods 
were repreſented ating in ſuch a manner as to au- 
thorize their Vices : Semina pene omnium ſcelerums, 
a Dus ſuis peccantium turba collegit, as Fulins Fir- 
micus juſtly reproaches them. There was no Vil- 
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lany how notorious ſoever, but had ſome Deity 
for its Protector. They found in Heaven a Ju- 
ſtification of all their Crimes, and became vi- 
cious by imitation.(z). For 'tis very congru- 
ous for Meii to follow thoſe whom they eſteem 
to b: perfect, and to whom they think them- 
fe!yes accountable. If they attribute to their Su- 
nrome God, the Judg of the World, Vices as Ver- 
tics, What Vertues will there be to reward, or 
Vicks to puniſh in Men ? But for thoſe that name 
*9s I'aiie of Chriſt to continue in Inquity, 1s the moſt 
unDecoming thing in the World. For they live in 
the perfect contradiction of their Profeſſion. An 
unholy Chriſtian is a real Apoſtate from Chriſt, 
tht retcacts by his wickedneſs the Dedication that 
was made of him in his Baptiſm. Although he 
doth not abjure our Saviour in words, he denies him 
#1 iis Vi'orks. A proud Perſon renounces his Humi- 
lity, the revengeful his Mercy, the luke-warm his 
£ca!,the1:nclean his Purity, the covetous his Bounty 
and Compaſlion,the hypocrite his Sincerity.And can 
tare be any thing more indecent and abſurd, than 
co pretend the relation and reſpe&t of Diſciples to 
ſuch an holy Maſter, and yet by Diſobedience to 
deny him? When the bloody SpeCtacles of the 
Gladiators were firſt brought ro Athens, 2 Wiſe- 
m2" cricd out to the Maſters of the Prizes, That 
they ſhould remove the Statue and Altar of Mercy 
out of the City, there being ſuch an incongruity 
betwcen the Goddeſs they pretended to worſhip, 
and that cruel Sacrifice of Men for the ſport of the 


People. It were more ſuitable for thoſe who are not 
afraid 
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afraid to violate the moſt Holy Laws, and to con- 
tradict the Patern of Chriſt, to leave their Pro- 
feſſion, and to take ſome other more complying, 
with their Luſts. 'Tis not the Title of a Chri- 
ſtian that ſanRifies thoſe who pollute and de- 
fame it. *Tis not wearing the Livery of Chriſt 
that can honour thoſe who ſtain it by their filthi- 
neſs, but tis an aggravation of their Guilt. 'Tis 
an unconceivable indignity to our Saviour, and re- 
vives the old Calumnies of the Heathens, as if 
the Goſpel were a SanCtuary for Criminals, when 
thoſe that call him Lord, Rev. 2. 9. do net what he 
commands them, I know, ſaith Chriſt, the blaſphemy 
of them that ſay, they are Jews, and are not, but are 
the Synagogue of Satan, Thoſe that own the Pro- 
felſion of Chriſtianity, and live in unchriſtian 
Praftices, are baptized Pagans; and in effect revile 
our Bleſled Redeemer, as if He had proclaimed a 
licencious impunity for Sinners. Such Wretches may 
deceive themſelves with a pretence they believe in 
Chriſt, and that viſibly they declare their depen- 
dence on him 3 but this pretence will be as unpro- 
fitable as ?tis vain : 'Tis not the calling him Lord, 
that will give them admiſſion into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, Mat. 7. 21. The naked name of a Chriſtian 
cannot proteft them from the Wrath of God. 
Tertullian ( Lib. de Pen.) ſmartly upbraids ſome in 
his Time who were careleſs of the Dignity and Pu- 
rity of the Chr:ſt:an Profeſſion in their Lives, ima- 
gining that they might reverence God in their 
Hearts without regarding him in their A&tions ; 
that they might Salvo metu & fide peccare, ſin with- 
out loſing their fear of God and their Faith. To 
refute this groſs contradiCtion, he propounds It in 
a ſenſible Example : Hoe eſt ſalva caſtitate matrimo- 
mum violare, ſalva pietate parents venenum temperare 3 


This 


— 
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This is the ſame thing as to violate the Fidelity of 
Marriage without the wounding of Chaſtity, or to 
poiſon a Parent without failing in the Duty that 
is owing to them. And to expreſs his Indignation, 
" he tells them, S:c ergo & pſt ſalva venia in Gehen- 
nam detruduntur, dum ſalvo metu peccant : Let them 
expect that God will caſt them into Hell, without 
prejudice to their Pardon, as they pretend to ſin 
without prejudice to the reſpect they bear him. 

To ſum up all ; Jeſus Chriſt, as by his Doctrine 
and Life he clearly diſcovercd our Duty, fo he of- 
fers to us the Aid of his Spirit for our aſliftance, by 
which the Commands of the Goſpel are not only 
poſſible but eaſy : And to enforce our Obligations 
he hath threatned ſuch Vengeance to the Rebelli- 
ous, and promiſed ſuch a Reward to thoſe that 
obey the Goſpel, that it is impoſſible we ſhould not 
be deeply aftected with them, if we ſeriouſly be- 
lieve them, and he hath given ſuch evidence of 
their Truth, that *cis impoſſible we ſhould not be- 
lieve them, unleſs the God of this World hath blinded 
onr Minds, ?T is Matter therefore of juit aſtoniſh- 
ment, that Chriſtians ſhould not expreſs the effica- 
cy of the Goſpel in their Aftions. How can a 
rca{onable Creature beiteve that cternal Damnati- 
on ſhall be the Puniſhment of Sin, and yet hve in 
the wilful practice of it 2 The H:iftorzan ſpeaking 
of Afuſhroms that ſometimes proved deadly to 
whole Families, asks with wonder, (z) What 
pleaſure could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful 
Meat ? Yet they may be fo corrected as to become 
innocent. Burt when 'tis certain that the Pleaſures 


of Sin arc mortal, Can any one be tempted by thoſe 
Attrattives 
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attraiiives to venture on that which will undoubted- 
ly bring Death to the Soul ? Let Senſe it ſelf be 
Tudg, and make the compariſon between whatſoe- 
ver the preſent Life can afford for delight in Sin, 
and what the future Death will bring to torment it : 
Let the Fleſh ſee into what Torments all its Delights 
ſhalf be changed, and with what other Fire than of 
impure Luſt it ſhall burn for ever. ; 
Beſides, We are encouraged to our Duty with the 
aſſurance of a Happineſs ſo excellent, that not only 
the enjoyment of it in the next World, but the juſt 
expeCtation of it here makes us truly bleſſed. If 
the Reward were ſmall, or the Promiſe uncertain, 
there might be ſome pretence for our not perform- 
ing the Conditions toobtain it : but when the one is 
infinitely great, and the other as true as the God of 
Truth, what more powerful Motive can be concei- 
ved to make us holy ? 'Tis the Apoſtle's choſen Ar- 
oument, that we ſhould walk worthy of him who hath 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory. The Heathens were 
in a great meaſure Strangers to the Secrets of ano- 
ther World ; they had but a ſhadow of Probabili- 
ty, we have the Light of Truth brought down from 
Heaven by the Son of God, that reveals to us a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that deſerves our moſt ardent attiwve Aﬀe- 
Ctions. But if Men are not wrought on by natural 
Reaſon, nor Divine Faith ; if neither the Terrors of 
the Lord, nor the bleſſed Hope can perſwade them 
from Sin to Holineſs, their Condition is irrecovera- 
ble. In this the Rules of Natural and Spiritual Heal- 
ing agree, H:ppocrat.SeCt.7. Aphor.ult. Where neither 
Corroſives nor Lenitives are ſucceſsful, we muſt uſe 
the Knife ; if cutting off be unprofitable, we muſt 
ſear the part ; if the Fire is ineffeftual, the Ulcer 
is incurable. If the threatning of Hell-fire through 
Unbelief and Carelcſneſs is not feared, and hath no 


efficacy 
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efficacy to correct and change Sinners, what remains 
but to make a preſage of eternal Death, that will un- 
avoidably and ſpeedily ſeize on them? And if fo 
clear a diſcovery of the Heavenly Glory doth not 
produce in Men a living Faith, that works by Love, 
and a lively Hope that purites the Heart and Con- 
yerſation, what can be concluded, but that they are 
wholly ſenſnal and ſenifle(s, and [hall be for ever 
deprived of that Bleſiednefs they now deſpiſe and 
neglect ? 


-— —I— 
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CHEE Xx. 


The Divine Power 1s admirably glorified in the Creati- 
on of the World, in reſpett of the greatneſs of the ef- 
feti, and the manner of its produttion. *T 14 as evident 
in our Redemption. The principal Effeits of it are 
conſidered, The Incarnation of the Son of God s 4 
Work fully reſponſible to Omnipotence. Our Redee- 
mers ſupernatural Conception by the Holy Ghoſt. The 
Divine Power was eminently declared in the Miracles 
Teſus Chriſt wrought in the courſe of hs Miniſtry. 
Hu Miracles were the Evidence of hu Celeſtial Cal- 
ling ;, they were neceſſary for the Convittion of the 
World : their Nature conſidered, The Divine Power 
was glorified in making the Death of Chriſt vittorious 0- 
ver all our ſpiritual Enemies.The Reſurrefiion of Chriſt 
the effect of glorious Power, The Reaſons of it from 
the quality of hus Perſon, and the nature of his Office, 
that he might diſpenſe the Bleſſings he had purchaſed 
for Believers. His Reſurreftion is the Foundation of 
Faith, It hath a threefold reference, to his Perſon 
as the Son of God, to his Death as an All-ſufficent 

Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice, ts his Promiſe of raiſing Believers at the 


lait Day. 


{ & H E Divine Power is admirably glorified in the 
Creation of the World, not only in regard of 
the greatneſs of the Effeft, that comprehends the 
Heavens and Earth, and all things in them ; but in 
regard of the marycllous way of its Production : for 
He made the great Univerſe, without the concur- 
rence of any material cauſe, from nothing. For 
this reaſon the raiſing this glorious Fabrick is pro- 
duc*d as the diſtinftive Character of the Deity from 
the Troop of falſe Gods. The Pſalmiſt declares, 
Pſal. 96. 4, 5. The Lord « to be feared above all Gods, 
for all the Gods of the Nations are Idols, but the Lord 
made the Heavens, And as he began the Creation 
by proceeding trom nothing to real Exiſtence, ſo in 
forming the other Parts, he drew them from infirm 
and indiſpoſed matter, as from a ſecond nothing ; 
that all his Creatures might bear the real Teſtimo- 
nies of Infinite Power. Thus he commanded Light 
to ariſe out of Darkneſs, and ſenſible Creatures 
from an inſenſible Element. He created Man, the 
Accompliſhment of all his Works, from the loweſt 
and groſleſt Element, the Earth. Now although ax 
the firſt view we might conceive that the viſible 
World is the greateſt Miracle that ever God per- 
formed ; yet upon ſerious reflection we ſhall diſco- 
yer, that the Works of Grace are as wonderful as 
the Works of Nature, and that the Power of God 
is as evidently expreſt- in our Redemption as in the 
Creation. For the fuller underſtanding of this, 1 
will conſider ſome of the principal Effiefts of the 
Divine Power in order to our bleſſed Recovery. 

1. The Incarnation of the Son of God, in accom- 
pliſhing whercof ſuch Power was exercis'd, as no b 
mitec 
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mired Underſtanding is able to comprehend. The 
Word was made Fleſh, This ſignifies the real Union 
between the Humane Nature, and the Divine in our 
Redeemer ; Foh. 1.14. Before his Incarnation he 
appeared in an hxmane Form to the Patriarchs, and 
in the flaming Buſh to Moſes ; but ?tis never ſaid 
with reſpect to thoſe Apparitions, that the Word 
was made Flame, or Man. But when he came into 
the World to ſave us, he aſſum*d the compleat Na- 
ture of Man into an Hypoſtatical Union with him- 
ſelf. That admirable Perſon poſleſles the Titles, 
Qualities and Natures of God and Man. In that in- 
eftable Union, each of the Natures preſerves its pro- 
per Form with all the neceſſary Conſequents procee- 
ding from it. The Humane Nature is joyn'd to the 
Eternal Word, but not chang'd into its Divinity ; 
"tis not infinite and impaſlible. The Dezty is united 
to Fleſh, but not transformed into its Nature, 'tis 
not finite and paſſible. Though there is a diſtinCti- 
on, yet no ſeparation : there are :wo Natufes, but 
one ſole Feſws. In the ſame Subſiſtence the Creator 
and the Creature are miraculoully allied. Now thus 
is a Work fully reſponſible to Omnipotence, and ex- 
prelles whatever is ſignified by that Title. The A- 
poſtle mentions it with an Attribute of Excellency, 
1 Tim. 3.16. Without controverſy great is the Myſtery 
of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, 'Tis as ſub- 
lime, as holy. In this the Divine Power appears in 
its -Magnificence, and in ſome reſpe&t more glori- 
ouſly than in the Creation : For there is incompara- 
bly a greater diſparity between the Majeſty, Great- 
neſs and Infinitenefs of God, and the Meanneſfs of 
Man, than between the whole World and Nothing. 
The degrees of diſparity between the World and 
Nothing are not actually infinite, but between the 
moſt excellent Creature and'the glorious Create 
they 
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they are abſolutely infinite. From hence it 1s, that 
that which in other things reſolves our doubts, here 
increaſes the wonder, and in appearance makes it 
more incredible. Te do err, ſaith Chriſt to the Sad- 
ducees, (who denicd the Reſurrection) nor knowing 
the Power of God, But the more railcd Thoughts 
we have of his immenſe Power, the more unlikely 
his ConjunCtion with a Nature fo far beneath him 
will ſeem to be. 

2. The Divine Power was magnihed in our Re- 
deemer*s Supernatural Conception. *T was requilite 
his Body ſhould be mirzculouſly form'd of the Sub- 
ſtance of a Woman, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, not only in reſpect of its ſingular Dignity, 
and that he might be the Pattern of our Regenera- 
tion, that is performed by the Efficacy of the Spirit 
not of the Fleſh, but in reſpect of his Office : For 
undertaking to reconcile God by the Expiation of 
our Sin; he mult be allied to us ; and abſolutely 
pure from the ſtain of Sin. Heaven and Earthcon- 
curred to form that Divine Man the King of both, 
the Earth furniſhing watter, and Heaven the Prin- 
ciple of his Conception.. Accordingly the Angel 
told Mary, Luk. 1. 35. who queſtioned how ſhe 
could be a Mother, not having known a Man, The 
Hely Ghoſt ſhall come apon thee, and the Power of the 
Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee, therefore alſo that Holy 
Thing that ſhall be bern of thee, ſball be called the Son 
of God. This was foretold many Ages as an admi- 
rable Effect of God's Power. When Judah was op- 
preſt by two potent Kings, and deſpaired of an ef- 
cape, to raiſe their drooping Spirits the Prophet 
tells them, Iſa. 7. 14. The Lord himſelf would give 
them a ſign of their fiture Delwerance. Behold, a 
Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſball call bis 
Name lmmanyel. The Argument is from the grea- 
tcr 
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ter to the leſs3 for *tis apparently more difficult 
that a Virgin, without injury or blemiſh to her Pu- 
rity and Integrity, ſhould conceive and bring forth 
Immannel, than the defeating humane Forces how 
great ſoever. If God will accompliſh that ſtupendi- 
ous, unheard-of wonder, much more would he reſ(- 
cue his People from the fury of their Adverſaries, 

3. The Divine Power was eminently declared in 
the Miracles our Saviour wrought during the time 
of his publick Miniſtry, to verify his Divine Miſſion, 
that He was the great Prophet ſent from God to in- 
ſtru& Men in the way of Life. In diſcourſing of 
this, I will briefly ſhew, that Miracles were a con- 
vincing proof of his Celeſtial Calling, and that the 
performance of them was neceſlary in order to the 

conviction of the World, and conſider particularly 
thoſe He wrought. 

1. A Miracle is an extraordinary Operation of 
God in Nature, either in ſtopping its courſe, - or in 
producing ſome Effects that are above its Laws and 
Power : So that when he is pleaſed to work any, 
they are his Seal to authoriſe the Perſon and Do- 
&rine to which they are annext. By them Falth is 


made viſible : The Unbeliever is convinced by his | 


Senſes, the only Witneſfles above reproach in his 


account. From hence Nicodemus addreſſes himſelf ' 


to Chriſt, John 3. 2. Maſter, we know that thou art 4 
Teacher come from God; for no Man can do thoſe Mi 
racles that thou doſt,, except God be with him : that is, 
no inferiour Agent can perform them, without the 
ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Divine Power. And *tis 
not to be ſuppoſed, that God will lend his Omnipo- 
tency to the Deyil to work a real Miracle, to con- 
firm a Falſity ; and thereby, neceſſarily induce Men 
into Errour in a matter of infinite moment : for ſuch 


is the Doctrine of Salyation that Chriſt preached. 
2, The 
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>. The working of Miracles was neceſſary to con- 
vince the World, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from 
God, whether we conliider the Jews or the Gentiles. 
To convince the Jews, upon a double account : 

1. Becauſe the performance of them was one of 
the Characters of the promiſed Meſſiah. For this 
reaſon when two of Fohrn's Difciples came to inquire 
whether he were the expected Prophet, he-returns 
this anſwer to the queſtion : Go and ſhew John thoſe 
things which ye do hear and ſee, The Blind recesve their 
Sight, and the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed. and 
the Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor 
have the Goſpel preached ro them, Mat.11.4,5. Thus. 
he deſcribed his Office, and verihed the Commſſor 
he had from God, by repreſenting his Miracles in 
the Words of the Prophecy z 1/a. 35: 5, 9- 

2. Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the 
Jews, that had been confirmed by many illuſtrious 
Miracles : therefore to aſſure them that he was au- 
thoriſed from Heaven, he wrought ſuch and ſo ma- 
ny, that for their greatneſs, clearneſs, and number, 
exceeded all that were done before his coming. Our: 
Saviour tells the Jews, 1f 7 had not done among them 
the Works which none other Man did, they had not had 
in : that is, in rejeQting bim. For if he had exer- 
Ciſed only a Power like unto that of Moſes and the 
Prophets, in his Miraculous Actions, they had been 
obliged to have honoured him as one of their rank; 
but not to have attributed an incomparable Dignity 
to him. Bat he did thoſe which neither doſes nor 
the Prophets had performed ; and in thoſe that had 
been done, Chriſt excelled them in the manner of 
doing them. This the Jews could not can:radict, 
and from hence their Infidelity was made calpable, 

Secondly, Miracles were necellary to conyince the# 
Gemiles, 1, For the Goſpel forbids the yarious Re- 
$8 ligion? 
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ligions among them, and commands all to worſhip 
God alone in Jeſus Chriit; ſo that without a ſenſible 
demonſtration, that chat was the way wherein He 
would be ſerved, their Prejudices had been invinci- 
ble. 2. The Goſpel propounds Threatnings and 
Promiſes that regard a fature State, where no living 
Eye can ſee their Effects ; . ſo that without an extra- 
ordinary confirmation it was not likely that Men 
ſhould'yield a firm aſſent to them. If it be ſaid, our 
Saviour did his Miracles only in Fadea, where very 
few of the Gentiles ſaw his-Perſon or Works: I an- 
{wer, His Miracles were primarily deſigned for the 
Conviction of the Fews; and in a ſecondary intenti- 
on, to diſarm Infidelity among the Gent:les. There- 
fore the Teſtimony of them was conveyed by thoſe 
who were Eye-watneſles, and, moſt worthy of cre- 
dit; and who did-many great wonders in the Name 
of Chriſt, to verify the report of his famous Mira- 
cles, and declare his Power and Divinity. - Of this 
more afterwards. 

Now I will-briefly conſider the Miracles wrought 
by Chriſt, that were the certain Signs of God's fa- 
vonring of him, and&made his Commiſſion authentic, 
Before his coming the Hand'of the Synagogue was 
dried up. and impotent to-produce Miracles. The 
Holy Spirit was withdrawn, and for the ſpace of 
four hungred years, no Prophet nor Worker of Won- 
ders appeared. John the Bapteſt, though the Angel 
deputed to ſignify the coming of Chriſt, yet did no 
Miracles. But our Saviour was inveſted with Power 
fromabove, and performed many. Their quality 
and number is conſiderable. | 

1. They were not meer Signs, as the converſion 
of AMfoſes?s Rod into a Serpent ; nor deſtruCtive and 
Huniſhing, as the Wonders in Egypt ; but advanta- 
geous aud- beneficial to Men, the equal Demonſtra- 

| tions 


in Contriving Ban's Redemption. 419 


tions of his Metcy and Power. He cured Difeaſes, 
that were abfolutely defperate, without, means, by 
his Omniportent Will, as the Son of the Nobleman 
who was ſick at Capernanm, when Himfelf was at 
Cana in Galilee, foh. 4. 46. ot by fach viſible titans, 
that the SpeCtators mighr be fully con-vine<d, that 
it was not the exrernal Applicatibr, bur His fotz Vir- 
tne and Divine Power that producet rheeffeck Thus 
by anointing with Clay and Spittle the Eyes cf him 
that was born blind, who never had any natural 
pollibility of feeing, he wtought an unparalttPd 
Cure : It was never yet heard that any Man opened the 
Eyes of one that was born blind, John 9g. Therefore 
he that was healcd, inferred from that, as a moſt 
pregnant proof, that our Savioar was from God. 
raiſed the dead. This Efteftexceeds the Power not 
only of Men, but of the Angels. 'Tis true, Thar 
one Angel deſtroy*d in a night an hundred fourſcore 
and five thouſand of rhe Afyriar Army ; bur 'ris 
as true, that all the Angels togecher cannot raile 
from the dead one Man. ?Tis wholly the Work of 
the Lord of Nature, who holds the Keys of Life 
and Death in his Hands. *Tis only his Light can 
diſpel the Darkneſs, his Voice can break the hlence 
vf the Grave. And *tis obſeryable, that our Savi- 
our who ſometimes concealed his miraculons Works, 
and forbad the publiſhing of then, yet performed 
this kind before many Witneſſes, that they mizhr 
publiſh and verify ir, as being moſt concluſive of his 
Miſſion from God. He raiſed to Life the Rulers 
Daughter, Mar. 5. 42. to the aſtoniſhment of all 
that were preſent to attend her Funeral, The Wi- 
dow's Lon. of Naim was carried without the Gares 
of the Ciry to his Grave, Feſws ſtops the {ad Traiti, 
and reſtores Life to the young Man, and tv his Mo- 
ther ſomething more dear than her Life. And tlie 
Ee 2 -10r6 
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more ſignally to triumph over Death, he purſued it 
to its fort, the obſcurity of the Graye. Lazarus 
was buried four days, (Zuk. 7. 15.) his Carcaſe was 
corrupted, Jeſus calls him from the bottom of his 
Tomb with that powerful Voice that created the 
World ; The Dead anſwers, andcomes forth to the 
amazement of all zhat ſaw the Glory of God ſo 
clearly manifeſted. The Evangeliſt reports, (Jobs 
I 1. 44-) that the People afterward were as deſirous 
to ſee Lazarus as Jeſus. Add to theſe his caſting 
out of Devils. Before the Fall, the unclean Spirit 
was incorporated with the Serpent, but now with 
Man himſelf. He ſcizes: on the External Organs 
and Internal Faculties, and rules him at his pleaſure. 
In the time of Chriſt, great numbers were polleſt : 
for the Devil percciving-the Ruine of his Kingdom 
approaching, would extend the Limits of it here, 
and by the perſect poſſeſſing of Sinners, begin their 
Torment, which is one ACt of his Principality. The 
caſe of thoſe Perſons was moſt compaſlionable. For 
in that cloſe Fight the Soul was diſarmed of its de- 
fenſive Weapons, being hindred in a great meaſure 
of the free uſe of its Faculties. Whereas in other 
Temptations he works by outward Objets at a di- 
ſtance, here he makes a violent aſſaulr on both parts. 
*Tis the truc anticipation of. Hell, -for the poſleit 
Perſon is not exempted from Suffering, the Privi- 
ledg of Death, nor enjoys the free Power of doing, 
the cffe& of Life. Now the cjecting of this Enemy 
was above the force of any humane means ; no ma- 
terial Applications had Power over immaterial Spi- 
rits. But our Saviour by a Word :commanded them 
forth of their Gariſons : and the Evangeliſts ob- 
ſerve that the ſight of ir affected the People, in an 
extraordinary manner above what his other Mira- 
cles did, "Tis ſaid, Mat. 1. 27, 29. they were all 
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amazed, in ſo much that they queſtioned among them- 
ſelves, ſaying, What thing is thu, what new Dottrine 
i this? For with Authorty commandeth he even the 
unclean Spirits, and they obey him. His Empire over 
evil Spirits was more admired than over Diſeaſes, 
or Death it ſelf. Thoſe who were inſenſible of his 
former Miracles, received impreſſion from this : 
T hey were aſtoniſhed at the Mighty Power of God, con- 
feſſing that it was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael, Luke 9. 43. 
And another time they ſaid, 1s not this the Son of 
David ? (Mat.9.33. ) 1.e. the Meſſiah. The Pha- 
riſees, his obſtinate Enemies, were more troubled 
about this, than any other ACtion ; and to elude 
the preſent Conviction that he came from God, a- 
ſcribed it to a ſecret compact with Beelzebub, as if 
there were a colluſion between the Evil Spirits, a 
leſſer Devil retired that the Prince might reign. 
But ſo great was the Evidence of the Spirit of God 
in that at of Juriſdiction over the Devils, that 
our Saviour charges them with unpardonable Guilt 
for their wilful denying it. 

The number of his Miracles was ſo great, that 
St. John ſaith, If all were written, the World conld 
zot contain the Books, We may in part conjecture 
how numerous they were, by taking notice how 
many he performed in one day. He dined with 
Matthew at Capernaum z Mat.9.10,11, whilſt he was 
there, Jairus entreats him to go to his Daughter 
newly dead ; ver/. 18, as he went, the Woman with 
the Bloody liſne touch'd the Hem of his Garment, 
and was healed ; verſe 20, 21, 22. he raiſed the 
dead Maid; in his returning he cured two blind 
Men, and immediately afrer caſt out the Devil 
from one -that was Dumb. And in all theſe mira- 
culous Operations the Glory of God's Power was 
clearly manifeſted. 

Ee 3 4+ The 
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$- The Divine Power adwnirably appeared in 
making the Death of Chriſt vitorous over all our 
Spiritual Enemies. Now to ſhew what an eml- 
pent degree of Power was exerciſed in the effect- 
Ing this,. we muſt conſider, that after Satan was 
cait out of Heaven for his Rebellion, he ſet up 
a 1hrone on the Earth, and uſurpd an abſo- 
lute Empire over Mankind. His Power was 
Great, and his Malice was equal to his Power. 
Th- Apftle repreſents him with his black Army, 
Ephcſ. 6. 12. under the titles' of Principalities and 
Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, ſpi- 
gitual Wickedneſſes in heavenly Places ;, as in reſpet 
of the Order among them, fo in reſpect of their 
Damignion they exerciſe in the Wor!d. His Prin- 
Elpaliry hath ewo parts : To tempt Men powerful- 
ly to fin, and toexecute the Wrath of God upon 
hern. He works effefiually in the Children of Diſo- 
ence, He fires their Lufts, and by the thick af- 
eending Smoke darkens rcheir Minds, and hurries 
them to do the vileſt Actions. And bs bath the 
Paper of Death, to torment Sinners; God juſtly 
perivittivg. kim to exerciſe his Cruelty upon thoſe 
who comply with his Temptations. Now in the 
Timo of Chriſt feeing many raviſhed out of his 
hangs, 2nd tranſlated into the Kingdom of God, 
he. grew jealous of his State, and by his Inſtru- 
ments prought bim to a cruel and ſhameful Death. 
Ke then in appearance obtained a comptear Con- 
ob but. in Truth was abfolutely overcome. 
nd from hence the glorious Power of Chriſt is 
moſt clearly manifeſted. As he that will take the 
keight of a Mountain, muſt deſcend to the loweſt 
on of the Yalley, where fixing his Inſtrument, 
ke may diitover thediſtance from the Foot to the 
top of it ; So we muſt deſcend te.the loweſt degren 
0 
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of our Savionr's Abaſetnent, to underſtand the 
height of his Exaltation. By Death he overcame 
him that had the Power of Death, that is, the Devil. 
Heb. 2. 14. For his cruel Empire was founded in 
Man's Sin ; his Greatneſs was built on our Ruins. 
All the penal Evils he brings on Mankind are upon 
the 'account of our Diſodedience, and his mighty 
Power in Temptations, is from our inward Cor- 
ruption ; Otherwiſe he might ſurround, bur could 
not ſurpriſe us. Now the Lord Chriſt by his 
Death hath taken away the Guilt and Power of 
Sin : The Guilt in enduring the Curſe of the Law, 
and thereby ſatisfying Eternal Juſtice, which all 
the Creatares in Heaven and Earth could nor do : 
and the Power of it, By crncifying our old Man with 
him, that the body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that 
henceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin. Rom. 6. 6. By the 
Croſs of Chriſt the World is crucified to ws 5, and we are 
crucified to the World, Gal. 6. By it we are vindica- 
ted from the Power of Satan, #nto the glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of God. For this Reaſon our Sa- 
viour, a little before his Paſlion, ſaid, Now ſhall the 
Prince of this World be caſt out. By the Croſs be 
ſpoiled Principalities aud Powers, and made a ſhew of 
them openly, rriumphing over them in it, 2 Col. 15. 
to their extreme confuſion, in the view of Heaven 
and Earth. Although the Reſurreftion and Af- 
cenſion of Chriſt are the proper Acts of his Tri- 
umph, yet his Death is the ſole Cauſe and Origi- 
nalof it. The Nails and Spear that pierced his 
Body, were his O-mpotent Arms, and the Croſs the 
Inſtrument of his Snfterings, was the Trophee of his 
Victory. All our triumphant Palms are gathered 
from that Tree. 'Tis there our Saviour bruiſed 
the head of the old Serpent, and renewed his anci- 
ent Victory over him, 

Ee 4 And 
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And from hence it was, that upon the f7/# Preach- 
ng of Chriſt Crucitied, Oracles were ſtruck dumb, 
and put to eternal hlilence ; inviſible Powers were 
tcrced tro do him viſible Honoyr. As theRiling Sun 
cauſes the Night-birds to retire, ſo his Name cha- 
ſed the rour of Deities into darkneſs. They con- 
rinue to b2 our Enemies, but not our Lords. Now 
where did the Divine Power ever appear more glo- 
rious than in our Crucihed Saviour ? He hath done 
greater things ſuffering as Man, than acting as 
God (4) The Works of Creation and Providence 
are not cquali to the Effects of his Death. In the 
Creation a corruptible World was prcduced from 
{210g which as it had no Diſpoſition, ſo no Con- 
71:7 ry ta receive the form the Creator gave 1t : 
1:7 tne new-World of Grace that 1s Immortal, 
was formed out of Rebellious Matter. The moſt 
eminent Work of Providenc., was the drowning 
the Egyptians in the Rega-Sea : But the ſpiritual 
Pharaoh, and all bis Holts were drowned in his 
Blood. In ſhort, the Croſs hath opened Heaven tg 
us, and wrought 2 mir2culous change on the Earth. 
But this I {hall more particulaly conlider under ano- 
ther Head of Diſcourſe. 

Fifthly, The Divine Power was eminently mag- 
nitied in Chriſt's Reſurrection from the Grave. 
This was foretold concerning the Meſſiah by the 
Prophet David ſpeaking 1n the type, Pal. 16. 10. 
My 'fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, for thou wilt not leave my 
Saul in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One to 
fee corruption, Ay 1t was ordaurd by Gogs Coun- 
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fel, {6 *rwas executed by his Power. This 13 de- 
ciſeve, that he is the Meſſah. His other Miracles 
were performed by the Prophets, but this was ſin- 
gular, and only done by the God of the Prophets. 
The Reaſons of it prove, that *twas equally nc- 
eomary for his Glory and our Salvation. 

. The Quality of his Perſon required it. For 
he _ a Heavenly Man without Guilt, therefore 
immortal by the original Conſtitution of his Nature. 
Death, that is the Wages of Sin, had no power 
over him. He was ſubject to it, not by the Law 
of his Conception, but the Diſpenſation of his 
Love ; not to ſatishe Nature, but purchaſe our Sal- 
vation : Therefore the Eternal Law that annexes 
Immortality to Innocence, would. not ſuifer that he 
{honld remain in the ſtate of Death. 

2, The nature of his Offi.e made it neceſlary. 
As the Oecgonomy of our Redemption required, that 
he ſhould dzſcend from Heaven, the Seat of his 
Glory, that by dying he might expiate our Sins; ſo 
after his lying 1n the Grave, ſo long as to atteſt the 
reality of his Death, ?cwas neceſſary he ſhould riſe 
again in order to his diſpenſing the glorious Benc- 
firs he had purchasgd. The Apoſtle tells the Corim- 
thians, 1 Cor.15.14. If Chriſt be not riſen, then our 
Preaching is m vain,and your Faith u alſo in vam. For 
the Faith of Chriſtians hath a rhreefold Reference : 

1. To the Perſon of Chriſt, that he is the Son 
of God. 

2. To his Death, that 'tis an all-ſuſhcient Sacri- 
fice for Sin. 

3. To his Promiſe, that be will raiſe Believers at 
the laſt Day. Now the Reſurrection of Chriſt is 
= Foundation of Faith in reſpect of all theſe. 

. He was declar'd to be the Son of God with Pow- 
or, by to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the Reſurre- 
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Hon from the Dead, Rom. 1. 4. He was the Son of 
God from Eternity as the Word, and from the firſt 
moment of his Incarnation as God-Man ; Burt the 
honour of this Relation was much eclips'd 1n his 
r Life, and tgnominious Death. And although 
his darkeſt Night was inlightened with ſome diſ- 
coveries of . his Deity, yet they were tranſient and 
ſoon vaniſh'd. But in his Reſurrection God did 
vblickly own him in the face of the World ; there- 
ore he is repreſented, teſtifying from Heaven, Thow 
art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, A&t.13.33. 
According to the Phraſe of Scripture, then things 
are ſaid to be, when they conſpicuouſly appear. All 
the Miraculous Proofs by which God acknowledged 
him for his Son during his Life, had been ineffeQtual 
without this. If he had remain'd in the Grave, 
it had been reaſonable to believe him an ordinary 
Perſon, and that 'his Death had been the puniſh- 
ment of his preſumption ;* but his ReſarreCtion 
was the moſt illuſtrious and convincing Evidence, 
that he was what he declar*d himſelf to be. For 
It is not conceivable that God ſhould put forth an 
Almighty power to raiſe him, and thereby autho- 
riſe his Uuſurpation, if by robbery he had aſſumed 
that Glorious Title. Hets therefore aid to be ju- 
fiified by the Spirit, which raiſed him, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
from all the Accuſations of his Enemies, who char- 
ged him with Blafphemy for making himſelf equal 
with God : Upon the evidence of it, Thomas ado- 
red him as bis Lord and God, | 
2. His Reſfurrettion is the moſt pregant Proof of 
the All-ſufficiency of his Satisfaction. This was ſpe- 
cial in the Dearth of Chriſt, that the Curſe of the 
Law accompanied 1t, and ſeemed like an infinite 
weight to lie on his Grave. But 1n riſing again,the 
Value and Virtue of his Sufferings was fully _ 
' "Ted. 
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red. Therefore the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 4. 25. 
that he was delivered for our Offences, and was raiſed 
again for our Juſtificatzon. Although his Death was 
{ſufficient to merit our Pardon, - yet fince Believers 
alone actually partake of the. benefir, ard none 
could believe, if he had not roſe from the Grave; 
*tis clear his Death had been ineffectual withour 
it, 

3. Our Faith in his Promiſes to give Life and 
Glory to his Servants, is built on his ReſurreCtion : 
for how could we-+believe him to be the Author of 
Life, who remained under the Power of Death ? 
How could he quicken and glorify us, who finally 
periſh'd ? If he had been confined to the Grave, all 
our Hopes had been buried with him. Burt his Re- 
ſurreCtion is the Cauſe, Patern and Argument of 
ours : He did not only raiſe his Body from the 
Grave, but his Church with him. Now the ef 
feting this is attributed to the Divine Power, with 
| a Note of Eminency : Chriſt was raiſed by the Glory 
of his Father, Rom.6.4. that is, by his Power, which 
in that ARt'was manifeſted in its full ſplendour ; for 
what is ſtronger than Death ? and more inexorable 
than the Grave ? Omnipotency alone can break its 
Gares, and looſe its Bands. 
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The Drvine Power was glorified in the Converſion of 
the World to Chriſtianity. Norwithſtanding the 
imaginary Infirmity in Chriſt Crucified, yet to the 
Called he was the Power of God. The numerous 
and great Difficultics that obſtrutted the receiving 
the Goſpel. What the ftate of the World was at 
the firſ® Preaching ir. Ignorance was Univerſal, 

| Idolatry, 
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Idolatry, and the depravation of Manners, were the 
Conſequences of it. Idolatry was fortified by Cu- 
from, Antiquity, and External Pomp, The depra- 
vation of Mamxuners was extreme, The principal Ac- 
count of it from their disbelicuins a future State, 
and their attributing to thesr Gods thoſe Paſſions aud 
Vices that were pleaſing to. the Fleſh. The, averſion 
of the Vulgar Heathens was ſtrengthnea by thoſe in 
Veneration among them. The Philoſophers, Prieſts 
and Princes vehemently appoſed the Goſpel. An 
Account of their Enmity azainit it, The Conſiae- 
ration of the 'Means by which the Goſpel was con- 
veyed, diſcovers that Omnipotency alone made it 
ſacceſsful. The Perſons employed were a few Fiſher- 
men, without Authority and Power to force Men to 
Obedience, and without Art or Eloquence to inſinuate 
the belief” of their Dottrine. The great, ſudden, 
and laſting Change in the World, by the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, # a certain Argument of the Divine 
Power that animated thofe weak. Appearances, Ido- 
latry ws aboliſhd. A miraculous change followed 
in the Lives of Men. Chriſtians gave a diverce to 
all the finſul delights of Senſe, and embraced for 
the Honour of Chriſt, thaſe things that Nature moſt 
avhors, A ſhort view of the Sufferings aud Courage 
cf the Martyrs. Their Patience was inſpired from 
Heaven, Chriſtianity was vittorion over all oppo- 
fitioa. The Divine Power will be glorionſly mani- 
fejted in the compleat Salvation of the Church at 
the laſt Day. . Ow Saviour. ſball then ſinifs bis Me- 
diatory Office. Death the Liſt Enemy a be de- 
ſiroy:d. The Bodies of the Saints ſhall, be raiſed 
and conformed-to the glorious Boay of Chrilt. 


6, F*©HE Divine Power was glorified in the Con- 
verſion of the World to Ciriſtianicy. The 
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Apoſtle tells us, That Chrij! crucified was to the Jews 4 
ſtambling-block,, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. The 
Fews expected the Meſſiah to deliver them from 
temporal Servitude, and cſtabliſh an Univerſal Em- 
pirc, either by the Force of Arms, or by the Ter- 
ror of Signs and Prodigies, as Moſes did againſt the 
Egyptians : But when inſtead of Power, they ſaw 
nothing but Weakneſs, and inſtead of a glorious 
Triumph, a diſgraceful Puniſhment, they deſpiſed 
his Perſon, and rejected his Doctrine. But not- 
withſtanding this imaginary Infirmity in Chriſt cru- 
Cified, yet t0 theſe that are called according to the Di- 
vine Purpoſe, He was the moſt excellent Power of God : 
It being more glorious to ſubdue the World to rh- 
Faith and Obedience of a Crucificd Perſon, than 
if he had appeared with all the Powers of Heaven, 
and Princes of the Earth as his Attendants. For 
this Reaſon the Apoſtle declares, He was not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chry?, u being the Power of God. to 
Salvation to all that believe, to the. Jew firſt, and alſo 
to the Greek. And he prays for the Epheſians, Ch. 1. 
18,19,20. That the Eyes of their Unaerſt andings being 
enlightned, they might krrow what is the exceeding great- 
neſs of his Power to usward who believe, according to'the 
working of h1s mighty Power which he wrought in Chriſt 
when he raiſed him from the Dead, and ſet him at his . 
own right Hand in the Heavenly Places. He uſes va- 
rious ard lofty Expreſſions, as if one had been in- 
ſufficient to ſignify the Extent ard Efficacy of that 
Power which produc'd the Faith of Chriſt in the 
Heathens. And if we duly conſider Things, it 
will appear, that the Terms of the Apoſtle are not 
too ſtrong and hyperbolical, but juſt and equal to 
the degree of Power requilitc for the accompliſh- 
ment of that great Work. 
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For the underſtanding of this, I will conſider 
three things. 

1. The numerous and great Difficulties that ob- 
ftru&-d the receiving of the Goſpel. | 

2diy. The Quality of the Means by which 'twas 
-onveyed and became ſucceſsful. 

2dly. The eminent, ſudden, univerſal and laſting 
Change made by it in the World. 

1k. The numerous and great Difficulties that 
obitrufted the receiving of the Gofpet. This will 
appear by repreſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition of 
the World at that Time when it was firſt preach- 
ed. 
Firf# ;, Ignorance was Univerſal; a deep thick 
darkneſs cover*d the Face of the Earth. And the 
Conſequents of that groſs palpable Ignorance, were 
execrable Idolatry; and the moſt notorious depra- 
vation of Manners. 

1. Execrable ldolatry : for as in the night Spe- 
Fres walk, ſoin the times of Ignorance, the Prince 
of Darkneſs made his progreſs in the Earth. He 
reign'd inthe Hearts of Men, and in the Places of 
their Devotion. The whole World as fill'd with 
Idols of feveral Forms and Myfteries, ſome Amia- 
ble, others Terrible, according to the humour of 
Superſtition. For many Ages Satan had Kept peace- 
able poſſeſſion of his Empire : for the Ignorant 
World did not underſtand its Miſery, but willingly 
paid-that Honour to: the cruel Uſurper, that was 
only due'to the Lawful Sovereign. They were 
confirm'd in their Idolatry by ſeveral Things. 

(1. ) They were trained up: in it from their Irn- 
fant State. Now the firſt Perſwaſions of the Mind, 
though groſly- falſe, and: ill Habits, do- ſtrangely 
captivate, and are with diftculty removed ; becauſe 
the concurrence of thoſe Faculties is requiſite, which 
are 
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are under the Power of Errour and Vice. No Ty- 
rant is ſo exactly obey*d as Cuſtom, eſpecially in 
things eſtezm'd Sacred : for the conceit that the 
Service Is plealing to the Deity, renders Men in- 
capable to believe any thing that contradicts it. 
*T was as hard to make the Gentiles forſake the 
Religion they received from their Birth, and to 
looſe the Impreſſions made in their tender Ape, as 
to make the Africans change their Skin and become 
Fair, and the Emropears to turn Black : for the 
tincture which the Religion practiſed in each Coun- 
try conveys to the Souls of Men, is as deep and 
laſting as that which the Sun imprelles upon their 
Bodies, according to the diverſity of its Aſpetts. 
(2.) The Pagan Religion was derived through a 
long ſucceſſion from their Progenitors. Antiquity 
brings I know not what reſpect to Things, bur ?ris 
ſpecally venerable in Matters of Religion. There- 
Hee the Heathens accuſed the Chriſtian Religion 
of Novelty, and urged nothing more plauſibly than 
the Argument of memorial Preſcription for their 
Superſtition (b.) They would not conſider whether 
it were juſt and reaſonable, but with a blind defe- 
rence yielded up themſelves to the Authority of the 
Ancients. They reſolved not to condemn their Pa. 
rents and Friends, that had gone before them in the 
Road of Damnation. but choſe to die in their Ido- 
latry. So hard is it to rcliſt the current of the 
' World, and to reſcue our ſelves from the Bondage 
of popular Errors. 
(3.) The Pomp of the Pagan Worſhip was very 
pleaſing 
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(6) Vid. Sym. in relat. ad Imperat. Majorum excipere diſct- 
plinam, Religiones traditas colere. Cecil, Tanrum Sandtirarts 
artribuere conſuevir, quantum aſtruxerir veruſtatis. M, Fel, Hoc 
ſan&um ab 2 vo eſt, Hoc ab Aravis traditum. Prxdent, 
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plealing to the fleſh. The Magnificence of their 
Temples adorn'd with the Trophies of Superſtiri- 
On, thetr Myſterious Ceremonies, their Muſick,thejr 
Proceſſions, their Images and Altars, their Sacrih- 
ces and Purifications, and the relt of the Equipage 
of a carnal Religion, drew their Reſpefts, and 
{trongly affected their Minds through their Senſes : 
- Whereas the Religion of the Goſpel 1s Spiritual 
and Serious, Holy and Pure, and hath nothing to 
move the Carnal Part. Now how difficult was it 
to overcome Paganiſm when fortified by Antiquity, 
Univerſality, and fo agreeable to Senſe 2 How hard 
was it to free Men from the double Tyranny of 
Cuſtom from without, and blind Aﬀections from 
within. 

2. The depravation of Manners was ſuch in the 
Heathen World, that if the unclean Spirits had 
been Incarnate, and taken their Reſidence among 
Men, they could not have acted worſe Villanies. 
The whole Earth was. covered with Abomina- 
tions, as Egypt with the Frogs that poiſoned the 
whole Climate. We may ſee a Picture of their 
Converſation in the firſf to the Romans. And it 
could not be otherwiſe : For as the Apoſtle faith, 
Thoſe who are Drunk, are Drunk_in the Night ; fo 
when the Mind is darkened with Ignorance and Er- 
ror, the AtteCtions are corrupted, and Men give 
up themſelves to the anfruirfal Works of Darkneſs. 
Llnnatural Crimes were committcd even among the 
Grecians and Romans, with that liberty, as if no 
ſpark of common Reaſon had remained in them. 
The moſt hlthy Luits had loſt the fear and ſhame 
that naturally attends them. They eſteemed thoſe 
things to be the Means to obtain Happineſs, that 
were Cauſes of the contrary. They plac'd their 


Sovercizn Good in cxtreme Evil, . e.- ſinful Plea- 
{ures- 
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ſures. They were encouraged to work all VUnclean- 
neſs with greedineſs, not only upon the account of 
preſent Impunity, for their Laws left almoſt all 
Vices indifferent but what diſturbed the tranquil- 
lity of the State ; and not only by the multitude of 
Examples, ſo that Vices by their cqmmonneſs had 
loſt their Names, and were tiled Vertues ; nay 
'twasa Crime to appear innocent among the guilty ||, 
but principally becauſe they thought themſelves ſe- 
cureas toafuture State : For either they wholly diſ- 
believed it ; and *tis congruous that thoſe who think 
to die like Beaſts, ſhould live like Beaſts; or elſe by 
attributing to their Deities thoſe Paſſions and YVices 
that ſo powerfully reigned in themſelves, they were 
ſtrongly perſwaded no Puniſhment would be intli- 
cted (4). For how could the Gods make them Sacrih- 
ces to their Juſtice,who were Companions with them 
- In their Crimes ? Or revenge the Imitation of their 
own Actions ? This was tocalſt down the Banks,& to 
let the Torrent of corrupt Nature break forth in 
all its fury. As St. Auſtin obſerves of Homer, the 
Father of Poerical Fictions, that repreſenting the 
Murders, Thefts and Adulteries of their Gods, he 
made thoſe Sins Divine Properties, and effeCtually 
commended them to the Heathens : @uiſqui ea fe 
ciſſet, non Homines perditos ſed caleſtes Deus videbatur 
imitatus. And he gives an inſtance of this from a 
Comedy of Terence (e), where a vicious young Man is 
weed, reporting how he animated himſelf to 
ſatisfy his br=tzſþ Luſt, as having no leſs a Deity 
F f than 


[| Apud eos tora impuritas vocatur urbanitas. M, Fel. 

(4) Ercun&a licere credimus, er ſequimur magnorum exeme 
pla Deorum. Biblis tempting her Brother to inceſt.Ovid.Met.L.g.Fab.7. 

(e) Confeſ. arque in Deum qui rempla Caeli ſumma ſoniru con- 
cuir, Ego homuncio hec non facerem ; Ego-illud vers ira feci ac 
labens, Ter, Eunuch, 
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than Jwpzter for his Maſter and Model. In ſhort, 
the Theology of the Pagans inflamed them to the bold 
commiſſion of every pleaſant Sin. The Hiſtory of 
their Gods was ſo interſperſt with the moſt infa- 
mous Impurities, that at the firſt reading, Yerterunt 
prpillas Virgines in Meretrices ; They loſt the Virgi- 
nity of their Eyes, then of their Souls, and then of 
their Bodies. Now the Goſpel is a holy Diſcipline 
thar forbids all Exceſles, thar enjoins univerſal Puri- 
ty and Chaſtity z ſo that when it was firſt preach*d 
to the Heathens, they thought it impoſlible to be 0- 
beyed, unleſs Men were Angels without Bodies, or 
Statues without Souls. 

I ſhall add further, That the averſion of the Hea- 
thens from Chriſtianity was much ſtrengthened by 
thoſe who were in Veneration among them, and 
vehemently oppoſed it. And they were the Philo- 
ſophers greatly eſteemed for Wiſdom, their Prieſts 
that had Dominion over their Conſciences, and 
their Princes that had Power over their States and 
Lives. 

1. Philoſophers vehemently oppoſed the recetv- 
ing of the Goſpel. At the firſt view it may be juſt 
matter of wonder that they ſhonld be Enemies to 
it, whether we conſider the Objects of Faith, or 
the Rules of Life laid down in it. The Objects of 
Faith were new and noble, of infinite beauty and 
profit, and moſt worthy of a rational Contemplati- 
on to be exerciſed upon them : Now that the Philo- 
ſophers who were ſo diligent to improve their 
minds, who recetiv'd with complacency Truths of a 
lower deſcent, and of infinitely leſs unportance, 
ſhould reject Evangelical Truths, ſublime in their 
Nature, ſaving in their Efficacy, and revealed from 
Heaven, what account can be given of it ? Tertul:- 
au reproaches them with reaſon, That the —_ 

alt 
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Faith was the only thing, which Curliolity did not 
tempt them to ſearch into : Hic folum curiofitas hu- 
mana torpeſcit, Apol. c. 1. Beſides, whereas the 
Goſpel is a plain and perfect Inſtitution for the Go- 
vernment of Life, wholly converſant about the Souls 
of Men, and aſlures a Bleſſedneſs infinitely more ex- 
cellent than was cver thought of by them, it might 
have been expected that thoſe who in regard of 
Morality (e.med molt to approach tour, and whoſe 
profelt deſign was to ſearch after Happineſs, ſhould 
have readily entertained and uſed their beſt endea- 
vours to have drawn others to embrace it. But if 
we conſider things aright, our wonder will yaniſh : 
for their Knowledg and Morality, which in them- 
ſelves were Preparacives, yet accidentally hindred 
their ſubmiſſion to the Goſpel, and cauſed the moſt 
potent Prej:diccs againlt it ; and that upon a double 
account : 
1. Of Pride. 
2. Of Satisfaction in their own way. 

1. Pride was their univerſal Diſeaſe : they had a 
l:beral eſteem of themſelves as raiſed above the com- 
mon rank of Men, and were Lovers of Glory more 
than of Wiſdom (f). And becauſe Philoſophy 
had inſtructed them in ſome Truths, they believed 
it's falſe as well as true Dictates, and concluded all 
things impoſſible that did not concur with their old 
Tenents : they admitted no higher Principle than 
natural Reaſon, and utterly rejzted Divine Revela- 
tion ; which was as unreaſonable as if one that ne- 
ver ſaw but the Light of a Candle, ſhould contend 
there was no other Light in the World. Now a Per- 

Fi 2 fon 
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(f ) Mundi Philoſophus eſt gloriz animal, & pepularis aur# 
argue nummorum venale Mancipiaum, #/itr, 
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ſon that doth not believe Divine Revclation, is 
wholly unqualified to judg of ſupernatural Myſteries. 
For till the Authority of the Revealer is ſubmitted 
to, he cannot truly conſider their Cauſe and their 
End. Beſides, they look*d on it as a reproach, that 
any Secret ſhould be revealed to others and not to 
th m. It ſeemed to darken their Glory, that any 
School ſhould be more knowing than theirs. Therc- 
fore they choſe to be Inſtructors of Error, rather 
than Diſciples to the Truth. Add further, they 
thought their Honour concerned to defend the Prin- 
ciples they had once eſpouſed. From hence aroſe 
the great Conteſtations between themſelves, accom- 
pnied with Invectives and Satyrs, being very jea- 
1-u3 for their Opinions, and paſſionate for the Inte- 
1.ſt of their Sects. Now the Goſpel was in ſome 
things contrary to all of them, ſo that being impe- 
1100s and impatient of contradiCtion, and touch'd 
in their tcndereſt part, no wonder they were ſo vi- 
olent ag”iuſtit. They were unwilling to receive a 
PoCctrine that diſcovered their Errors, and leſſened 
th ir eſteem. Our Saviour asks the Jews, How car 
ye believe which receieve Honour one from another, and 
ſeek not the Honour which comes from God only? He 
propourds it as an impoſſible thing. The Goſpel 
would ſtrip them of all their pretended Excellencies, 
aud diveſt them of many vain Conceptlons adorned 
wiih ſo mnch Art, and commanded as its firſt Arti- 
; «cle, they ſhould humbly reſign their Underſtandings 
} to Divine Revelation ; this they look'd on as a Sub- 
{ miſſion unworthy of their 1efined {trong Spirits. 

2. They had Satisfaction in their own imperfect 
Vertues. Becauſe they did ſome things to recover 
the Humane Nature from its degenerate State, they 
were more confirmed in their Infidelity than the 
grolleſt Idolaters, and the moſt vicious Perſons. _ 
LnNCe 
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the more probable Arguments they had to obtain 

Happineſs in their own way, the more obſtin:tely 

they refuſed any other. They thought there was 

no need of Supernatural Revelation to di: ect, nor 

of Supernatural Grace to aſſiſt them ; but without 

the Interceſſion of a Saviour, and the Power of the 

Holy Spirit, they had Self-ſufficiency to obtain Per- 
fection and Felicity. Like fooliſh Chymiſts that have 
melted away a great part of their Eſtates in vain, 
and little remaining to ſupport their wretched [.tves; 
yet in expectation of the great Elixir create in their 
Fancies Treaſures of Gold, and inrich themſclves. 
So the Philoſophers who waſted their Time and Spi- 
rits in ſearching afrcr Happineſs to little purpoſe, 
although the beſt of their Principles and the heighr 
of their Vertue, were inſufficient to ſupport them 
under any prelling Affliction ; yet they had vain 
hopes of obtaining perfect Tranquillity and Content 
by them. Now the Goſpel commanding an intire 
renouncing of our ſelves, to embrace the ſole Good- 
neſs and Will of God, it was hard for thoſe who 
were ſo full of Pride and Vanity to reliſh a DoCtrine 
ſo contrary to them. In truth, whatever the Phi- 
loſophers pretended concerning the Incredibllity that 
the Son of God ſhould ſuffer Death, yet it was not 
ſo much the Croſs to which Chriſt was nailed by 
his Enemies that made them reject the Goſpel (g), 
as the other Croſs to which Jeſus would faſten them, 
z, e. the ſtrict and holy Diſcipline to which he com- 
mands them to ſubmit. A Diſcipline that condemns 
their vain boaſting of Wiſdom and Vertue, that 
mortifies ſenſual Pleaſures, f which many of the Phi- 
Ff 3 loſophers 
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(2) Quid in his deprehendas przrter Ram frontem, & perpe” 
taum otium, & quandam ex arrogantia autoritarem? Nyint, 

+ Philoſophorum ſupercilia contemnimus, viria facundiſſime 
accuſantes, inrercutibus 1pf1 vitiis madentes, Minit. Felix, 


433 TheHarmony of the Divine Attributes 


loſophers indulged themſelves in, notwithſtanding cg 
all their Diſcourſes of the purgative and illuminative ' xy 
Life. And that this was the real Cauſe of their re- T 
jeCting a cruciſied Saviour is evident : For they knew H 
that Sufterings of the worlt kind are not always in- © 
famous, but muſt be eſteemed according to the qua- &d 
lity of their Cauſes and Ends. Thoſe who for pub- | x 
lick Good generouſly expoſe themſelves to diſgrace \ t 
and Miſery, are honoured for thur hcroick Courage f 
as Patriots of the nobleſt ſtrain. And tis not unu- | tx 
ſual for Perſons of extraordinary Wiſdom and Ver- | 
tue to ſuffer in the World. Thcir Preſence and Ex- * | 
ample upbraid the vicious, and wound their Spirits, | 
as a great Light diſtempered and fore Eyes. And | 
ſome of them acknowledged the Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence in permitting this for an excellent end, that 
Vertue tried in the Fire might be more reſplendent. 
* Platoan eminent Philoſopher deſcribes a Man tru- 
Iy juſt, by this proof of his Integrity, that he ſhall 
ſuffer the loſs of Eſtate and Honour, be ſcourged, 
rack'd, bound, and:have his Eyes pluck'd out, and 
after the enduring all Miſeries,at lalt b2 crucified. So- 
crates,ſo admir'd by them,was ſo diſguis'd by the Ma- 
lice of his Enemies, that he was condemned to die by 
Poiſon : Yet this was ſo far from obſcuring his Repu- 
tation,that his ſuffering Death was eſteemed the moſt 
noble effect of his Courage, and the moſt excellent 
proof of his Vertue, Why then ſhould they make 
a contrary judgment of our Redeemer's Sufferings ; 
whoſe Innocence was perfect, and whoſe Patience 
was ſo Holy and Divine, that in the midſt of His 
Torments he prayed for his Murderers ? No reaſon 
can 
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can be juſtly alledged, but ſome darling Luſt ſpiri- 
' tual or fleſhly which they were reſolved. to cheriſh. 
The Light that comes from above illuminates the 
Humble, and dazles the Proud. The preſumption 
of their own Knowledg, was the cauſe of their pro- 
digions Stupidity. Simple Ignorance is not ſo dange- 
; Tous as Error : a falſe Light that deceives and leads 
| to Precipices is worſe than Darkneſs. We find thcre- 
fore that none were fiercer Enemies to the Goſpel 
| than the Philoſophers. 
| The ſacred Story tells us, that when the Apoſtle 
' preach'd at Athens, that was as much the Seat of Su- 
perſtition as of Sciences : the Epicureans and Stoicks 
| though molt oppotiite in their Principles, yet conſpi- 
red to encounter him ; they entertain'd him with 
ſcorn, What will this Babler ſay? and his ſucceſs was 
but ſmall there. He that fiſh'd- with a Net in other 
places, and brought great numbers to Baptiſm, did 
there only with an Angle, and caught but oe or two 
Souls. Andin the progreſs of the Goſpel they perliſt- 
ed in their oppoſition. The molt grave and vertu- 
ous among them cenſured the Martyrs as foolhardy 
ig their generous Sufferings for the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Arntcnines (b) accuſed the Chriſtians of ob- 
ſtinacy in their readineſs to endure Torments. 4r-: 
rianw repreſents their Courage as proceeding from: 
a cuſtomary contempt of Death, which he oppoſes 
to Jndgment and Reaſon. Creſcens the Cynick was 
the Perſecutor of Juſtin Martyr. In all Ages the Go- 
ſpel felt the ſharp potnts of their malicious Wits. 
They deſpiſed it as an ill-contrived Fable, as the en- 
Ff 4 tertalnment 
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tertainment of ſmall Underſtandings (3) ; and Faith, 
as the Preſidium of the weak and illiterate; who were 
incapable of conſideration. Now when thoſe who 
were in higheſt reputation for their Morality and 
Learniiig, diſcountenanced Chriſtianity, it was a 
ſtrong Argument to move the vulgar Heathens to 
judg of it as a meer deluſion, In our Saviour's time 
*twaz urged as a ſufficient reaſon againſt the recei- 
ving of Him as ſent from God, Becauſe none of the 
Phariſees, the moſt learned and moſt likely to un- 
derſtand the Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, be- 
lieved on him, Joh. 7. 48. 

2, The Heathen Prieſts vehemently obſtructed 
the reception of the Goſpel ; for their Intereſt was 
ſpecially concern®d upon the account of their Repu- 
putation and Gain. With great Art they had kept 
the Pcople in Ignorance for a long, time : They per- 
{ſwaded them that their Idolatrous Ceremonies, Sa- 
crifices and Feſtivals made the Gods favourable, and 
were the ſupreme Cauſes of their Proſperity ; and 
that ill Succeſs in War, publick Diſaſters, great Con- 
tagions were ſent for the neglect of their Service. 
From this Fountain all Superſtition was deriv?d, 
Now if the Doctrine of Chriſt (that ſtrictly forbids 
the Worſhip of Idols) were received, who would 
attend to their old Lies ? Who would purchaſe their 
deceitful Promiſes ? Who would maintain them 
with prodigal Donatives ?. Who would eſteem them 
Divine Men? They mult lofe their Honour and Sup- 
port, and for their Fables be the ſcorn of the Mul- 
titude. ?Tis no wonder then that their Paſſions 
| | ſhould 


(3) Nemo accedat eruditus, nemo ſapiens, nemo prudens, ar- 
cemus em tates ; Quid fi quis eft-indoRus, infipiens, infans, fi- 
gener veniat, Hoc paRo.ſatis apparet, quod ſolos fatuos, igna- 
ros, ſtolidos, mancipia, mulierculas, pueros captent, & pelliciant, 
#7axm, Madaureſis in Epilſt, ad St, 24217, 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 44x 


ſhould be edged, and their Endeavours furious in op- 
poſing the Truth. And ſince the People had a reve- 
rend regard for their Ofhce, and a high Opinion of 
their Wiſdom, Authority and SanQtity, they rea- 
dily joined with them in their oppoſition. 

3+ Princes who were ador'd by the People, thought 
themſelves obliged to prevent the Introduction of a 
new Religion, leſt their Empire ſhould be in hazard, 
or the Majeſty and Greatneſs of it leſlen'd (k). For 
Religion being the true Foundation of publick Peace, 
every change in it is ſuſpected as dangerous, and 
likely to bring ſome eminent alteration in the State. 
St. Panl was accuſcd for teaching Cuſtoms (AF. 16. 
21.) which were not lawful for them to obſerve be- 
ing Romans. And in after-times Chriſtians were 
condemn 'd as ſ{editious and mutinous, and their Af- 
ſemblies as riotous and unlawful. And *tis obſervable 
that there never was a leſs favourable Conſtitution 
of time, than when the Goſpel was firſt preached. 
For Tiberius was extremely cruel and extremely jea- 
lous of all Novelty that might diſturb his Repoſe. 
And Nero, the bloodieſt Tyrant that ever fat on the 
Roman Throne, endeayour*d to ſtrangle Chriſtianity 
in the Cradle (1). 

Beſides, the Doctrine of Chriſt was not only 
new and ſtrange, bur ſevere; for it gives no di- 
ſpenſation for Perſons of the higheſt Rank from 
univerſal Duty. 'Tis the Law of God, to whom 
all are equally ſubjef&t, or equally obedient. It 
gives Rules without exception, to the Court 
as well as the Cottage ; to thoſe cloath'd in 
Purple, and thoſe in Sackcloth : it condemns the 
Greatelt for Delinquents and guilty of eternal —_— 
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(4) Vulgaria logum capita, feparatim Deos non habendos, nec 


novos. (1) Orientem fidem Rome primus Ners cruentavit, 
Tert. Scorp. 
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if they do not abandon thoſe Pleaſures to which 
corrupt Nature and many ſtrong Temptations vi6- 
lently incline them. Now the Heathen Princes who 
were proſperous and vicious, could not reliſh a Do- 
Qtrine that retrench'd their exorbitant Deſires, and 
ſtritly forbad their unconfin'd enjoyment of ſenſual 
delights, which they eſteem'd the Preropative an-' 
nex'd to their ſupreme Dignity ; and the Minds of 
Subjects are tainted with dependance on the power- 
fol. From what hath been diſcours'd, we may jidg 
how great reſiſtance the Goſpel met with in its firſt 
publication. For all things that can make an enter- 
priſe impoſſible, were united tovether againſt it. 
Wiſdom and Power, the Pleaſures of Sin, and Zeal 
for Religion ; the Underſtandings and Wills of Men 
were combin'd in oppoſition to. its Progreſs ; the- 
Learned and Ignorant; Magiſtrates ahd People, Men 
and Devils join'd to ſupprefs it. Hell was in a Com- 
motion, and the Prince of Darknefs In Arms, not 
fo ſuffer the Crowns of ſo many Kingdoms to fall 
from his Head, which for ſo many Ages he had kept: 
He was enraged to loſe the Homaze and Service,  eſ- 
pecially of the more knowing Nations; as the Gre- 
cians and Romans ;, who, by how much the more ca- 
pable of Truth, with fo muth the: more art to the 
Diſhonour of God for a long time had been kept un- 
der his Decelt. 
2aly. If we conſider the Means by-which the Go- 
fpel was conveyed, it will be more eident that Om- 
nipotence alone made ir ſuceeſsful- When Chriſt 
came from Heaven to convert the World, it had 
been according to the Law of Reaſon more ſuitable 
fo his Parpoſe to have been born at Rome the Seat of 
the Empire, wherein the confluence of all Nations 
met,than in an obſcure Corner. So when the Apoſtles 


were firſt ſent forth to propagate the Goſpel, hu- 
mane 
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mane Prudence would judg, that they ſhould have 
been aſliſted either with Authority and Power, or 
with Learning and Eloquence,to compel or perſuade 
to a ſubmiſſion to it. But if there had been any 
proportion between the quality of the Inſtruments 
and the Effects produced, the Goſpel had been eſtee- 
med a Doctrine purely humane. The immediate 
Agents had been intituled to all the Honour by the 
Sutirage of the Senſes 3 and their proper Suſficiency 
would have obſcured the Vertue of Chriſt that 
wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak things 
of the World, to confound the nighty(m) ;, and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſfiſed hath 
God choſen : Tea and things 7 not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that his Glorious Power may be 
fully manifeſted, 1 Cor. 1. 27. Chriltianity ( like 
its Author) ſprang 45 a Root out of adry Ground, and 
grew into a fair ſtrong Tree, not by humane plant- 
ing and watering, but the myzaculous Influences of 
Heaven. 

The Perſons employed were a few Fiſhermen with 
a Publican and a Tent-maker, without Author:ty and 
Power to force Men to Obedience, ard without the 
Charms of Eloquence to inſinuate the belict of the 
Doctrines they delivered. And with thcſe | iſad- 
vantages they could never have conceived a thorghr, 
much leſs had Courage to attempt the great impoſ- 
ſibility of converting the whole World to Chriſt, 
and ſubjecting the Heads of Princes,and the Learned 
and Wiſe, to the foot of a crucified Perſon, without 
the Divine Aſliſtance. 


1. They 


et 


(mm) Elegir humiliter natos, inhonoraros, illiteratos, ur quic- 
uid magnum effenr & facerent, ipſc in cis efſer & faceret, Avg. 
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if they do not abandon thoſe Pleaſures to which 
corrupt Nature and many ſtrong Temptations vio- 
lently incline them. Now the Heathen Princes who 
were proſperous and vicious, could not reliſh a Do- 


(trine that retrench'd their exorbitant Delircs, and: 


ftritly forbad their unconfin'd enjoyment of ſenſual 
delights, which they eſteem'd the Prerogative an- 
nex'd to their ſupreme Dignity ; and the Minds of 
Subjects are tainted with dependance on the power- 
ful. From what hath been diſconrs'd, we may judg 
how great reſiſtance the Goſpel met with in its friſt 
publication. For all things that can make an enter- 
priſe impoſſible, were united tovether againſt ir. 
Wiſdom and Power, the Pleaſures of Sin, and Zeal 
for Religion ; the Underſtandings and Wills of Men 
were combin'd in oppoſition to 1ts Progreſs ; the 
Learned and Ignorant, Magiſtrates and People, Men 
and Devils join'd to ſouppref: it. Hell was in a Com- 
motion, and the Prince of Darknefs in Arms, not 
ro ſuffer the Crownz of (o many Kingdoms to fall 
from his Head, which for ſo many Ages he had kept: 
He was enraged to loſe the Homa?2e and Service, ef- 
pecially of the more Knowing Nations, as the Gre- 
crans and Romans ;, who, by how much the more ca- 
pable of Truth, with fo muth the: more art to the 
Dithonour of God for a long time had been kept un- 
der his Decelt. 

2aly. If we conſider the Means by-which the Go- 
fpel was conveyed, it will be more eident that Om- 
nipotence alone made ir ſucceſsful. When Chrilt 
came from Heaven to convert the World, it had 
Heen according to the Law of Reaſon more ſuitable 
fro his Parpoſe to have bzen born at Rome the Seat of 
the Empire, wherein the confluence of all Nations 
met,than in an obſcure Corner. So when the Apoſtles 


were firlt ſent forth to propagate the Goſpel, hu- 
mane 
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mane Prudence would judg, that they ſhould have 
been aſliſted cither with Authority and Power, or 
with Learning and Eloquence,to compel or perſuade 
toa ſubmiſſion to it. But if there had been any 
proportion between the quality of the Initruments 
and the Etflects produced, the Goſpel had bcen eftec- 
med a Doctrine purely humane. The immcdiate 
Agents had been intituled to all the Honour by the 
Sutirage 07 the Senſes 3 and their proper Suſhciency 
wou!d have obſcured the Vertue of Chriſt that 
wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak things 
of the World, to confeund the nyghty (m) ; and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſfiſed hath 
God choſen : Yea and things thi are not, to bring to 
noroht things that are, that his Glorious Power may be 
fully manifeſted, 1 Cor. 1. 27. Clulltianity ( like 
its Author ). ſprang 4s a Root ont of a dry Ground, and 
grew into a fair ſtrong T rce, not by humane plant- 
ing and watering, but the miraculous Influences of 
Heaven. 

The Perſons employed were a few Fiſhermen with 
a Publican and a Tent-maker, without Author:ty and 
Power to force Men to Obcdience, ai:d without the 
Charms of Eloquence to inſinuate the belict of the 
Doctrines they delivered. And with thoſe | iſad- 
vantages they could never have conceived a thorghr, 
much leſs had Courage to attempt the great impoſ- 
ſibility of converting the whole World to Chrift, 
and ſubjecting the Heads of Princes,and the Learned 
and Wiſe, to the foot of a crucihed Perſon, without 
the Divine Aſliſtance. 


1, They 
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1. They were without Authority and Power. O- 
ther Religions were eſtabliſhed in ſeveral Nations, 
by Perſons of the greateſt Eminency and Credit a- 
mong them. That of the Perſians by Zoroaſtres, 
that of the Egyptians by Hermes, that of the Greci- 
ans by Orpheus, that of the Romans by Nums, all 
Kings, or of great Reputation for their Wiſdom 
and Vertue ; and they were received withont con- 
tradiction. For being correſpondent to the corrupt 
Inclinations of Men, it was not ſtrange that the 
Princes had either capacity to invent them, or pow- 
er to plant them. And 1n later times ahomer 
opened a way for his Religion by his Sword, and 


advanced it by his Conqueſt. Now *tis-no wonder. 


that a Religion ſo plealing to the lower Appetites, 
that gives licence to all corrupt Atﬀections in the pre- 
ſent Life, and promiſes a ſenſual Paraaiſe fuitable 
to Beaſts in the future, ſhould be embraced by thoſe 
who were ſubje&t to his Arms. But the Apoſtles were 
meanly born and educated, without Credit and Re- 
putation, deſtitute of all humane Strength, and 
had only a Crucified Perſos for their Leader. Chri- 
{tianity was expoſed naked in the day of: its Birth, 
without any ſhelter from ſecular Powers. 

2, They had not the advantage of Art and Elo- 
quence to commend their Religion. There 15a kind 
of Charm in Rhetorick that makes things appear 0- 
therwilſe than they are : the beſt Cauſe it ruins, the 
worlt it confirms. Truth, tho in it felf invincible, 
yet by it ſeems to be overcome ; and Error obtains 
a falſe triumph. We have a viſible proof of this in 
the Writings of Celſus, Symmachus, Cecilims, and 
others for Pagamſm againit Chriſtianity, What a 
valt difterence is there between the Lies and Filthi- 
neſs of the one, and the-Truth and Sanctity of the 


Other ? Yet with what admirable Addreſs did they 
| manage 
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manage that infamous Subject ? Although it ſeemed 
incapable of any Defence, yet they gave ſuch co- 
lours to it, by the beauty of their Expreſſions, and 
their apparent Reaſons, that it ſeemed plaulible 
and Chriltianity notwithſtanding its Brightneſs and 
Purity was made odious to the People. Butthe A- 
poltles were moſt of them wholly unlearned. S.Paut 
himſelf acknowledges, ( 2 Cor. 2. 4.) that he was 
weak in preſence, and his Speech was not with the enti- 
cing Words of Man's Wiſdom. A crucified Chriſt was 
all their Rhetorick. Now theſe impotent deſpica- 
ble Perſons were employed to ſubdue the World to 
the Croſs of Chriſt ; and in that ſeaſon, when the 
| Roman Empire was at its height, when the moſt rigc- 
rous Severities were uſcd againſt all Innovations, 
when Philoſophy 8& Eloquence werein their flower and 
vigour ; ſo that Truth unleſs adorned with the dreſs 
and artiſice of Falſhood was deſpiſed, and a Meſlage 
from God himſclf, unleſs eloquently conveyed, had 
no force to perſwade. Therefore the Apoſtles debaſed 
themſelves in the ſenſe of their own Weakneſs, 2 
Cor. 4- 7. We have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not 


of w. Twas from diſtruſt of themſelves, their 


true confidence in God proceeded. They were on- 
ly ſo far powerful as he enabled them : like Inſtru- 
ments in which there is not Vertue ſufficient for the 
carving of a Statue, if they do not receive it im- 
preſt from the Artificer that uſes them. Briefly, as 
God the Author of Wondersuſes that which is weak 
in Nature,to conquer the moſt rebellious parts of it; 
He makes the weak Sand a more powerful Bridle to 
the impetuous Element of Waters, than the ſtrong- 
eſt Banks raiſed by the Induſtry of Mer, and compo- 
ſed of the moſt ſolid Materials :- ſo he was pleaſed 
by a few artleſs impotent Perſons to _— 
ne 
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the Wiſdom, and overcome the Power of the 
World. 

3dly. The great, fudden, and laſting Change that 
was made in the World by the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel, is a certain Argument of the Divine Power 
that animated thoſe mean appearances, and that no 
loitrument is weak in God's Hands. 

1. The greatneſs of the Change is ſuch that it 
was only poſſible to Divine Power. ?Tis a great 
Miracle to render Sight to the Blind, but 'tis more 
miraculous to lnlighten the dark Mind, to ſee the 
Truth and Beauty of ſupernatural Myſteries, when 
they are diſguis?d under Reproach and ſad Repre- 
ſentarions, and effeually to. believe them ; eſpe- 
cially when the L1:iferiour Appetite is ſo contrary to 
Faith. ?Tis a Prodigy to raiſe the Dead, but ?tis 
m:cre ad::irable to. ſ:n{tity an habituated Sinner. 
For in compiring the quality of thoſe Miracles, that 
is ie greateſt, in the performing whereof God 13 
diſcocered to be the abſolute Lord of the greater 
Nature : Now the intellectual Nature is ſuperiour 
to the corporeal. Beſides, there i: no Contradicti- 
on from a dead Body againſt the Divine Power in 
rali:ng It ; on the contrary, if any Senſe were re- 
maininz, it would ardently deſire to be reſtor?d to 
the full enjoyment of Life : but corrupt Nature is 
mo!t oppolite to renewing Grace. And in this 
ſence our Saviour's Promiſe to the Diſciples was 
principally accompliſhed ; Yerily 1 ſay unto you, He 
that believes on me, the Works that I do ſhall be do alſo, 
and greater Works than theſe ſhall he do, becauſe I go to 
the Father, For the ſtrange Converſion of the Gen- 
tiles by the preaching of the Goſpel, was the moſt 
divine and powerful Work of our Saviour in Glo- 
ry, after his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, and exceeded 


all the miraculous Operations performed by him -_ 
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Earth. The glorious Light of Truth ſcattered the 
thick and terrible Darkneſs of Ignorance and Er- 
rour, that was ſo univerſal. The Goſpel in its 
Power and the quality of its Effefts, was like thoſe 
Words, Let there be Light, which the eternal Word 
pronounced upon the confuſed Chaos, and infuſed a 
Soul and Life into the World. The clear Know- 
ledg of Ged in his Nature, and glorious Works of 
Creation and Redemption, of the Duty of Man, of 
the future State, was communicated to the meaneſt 
Underſtandings. And in proportion to the Light of 
Faith, ſuch was the meaſure of Piety and Holineſs. 
Idolatry that had Number, Antiquity, Authority of 
its ſide, was entirely aboliſh'd. The falſe Deities 
were caſt out of the Temple; and the Croſs of 
Chriſt was planted in the Hearts of Men. The pure 
Bcams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly extin- 
guiſh'd the Fires of the Devil's Altars, and the re- 
al Miracles performed by the Divine Power expos'd 
his lying Wonders to contempt. Accordingly the 
Apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians, 1 The. 1. 9g. For they 
themſelves ſhew of «4, what manner of entring in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned to God from Idols, to 
ſerve the Living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from Heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even Fe- 
ſus which delivered us from the Wrath to come. Innu- 
merable from ſecret Atheiſm and publick Gentiliſm 
were converted to acknowledg and accept of the 
Redeemer for their Lord. What could produce 
ſuch a marvelous Change in the World but an Al- 
mighty Power ? How ſeemingly impoſſible was it 
to bring ſo many, who were proud in their Natures, 
perverſe in their Cuſtoms, and indubitably aſlen- 
tiny to their falſe Religions, from ſuch a diſtance 
as the Worſhip of innumerable Deities, to adore 
2 Crucified God ? *Twas admirable that Alexander 
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broke the Perſian Empire with ah Army of Thirty 
Thouſand : but what is there comparable in that 
Conqueſt to the Acts of the Apoſtles ? How much 
leſs difficult is it for ſome Nations to change their 
Kings, than for all to change their Gods ? How far 
more eaſy is it to overcome the Bodies of Men, than 
ſubdue their Souls ? Upon the moſt exact Inquiry, 
there will never be found in humane Nature any 
cauſe capable to produce ſuch an Effect, nor in the 
Records of all Ages any Example like it. 

Add to this the excellent Reformation in the 
Hearts and Lives of Men. As their Underſtand- 
ings, ſo their Wills and Aﬀections, the ſources of 
Action, were miraculoufly alter'd. What the Sa- 
ges of the World could not effe& in a few ſelect 
Perſons, the Goſpel hath done in great Numbers ; 
nay rais'd them above all their feigned 1deas, above 
the higheſt Pitch of their proud Ph:loſophy. Thoſe 
ſtrong and furiour Paſſions, which natural Reaſon 
was as unable to reſtrain as a Thread of Silk is to 
govern a fierce Beaſt, the Goſpel hath tam'd and 
brought into order : It hath executed what Philo- 
ſophy durlt never enterpriſe, deſpairing of ſucceſs. 
The Goſpel overcame all thoſe carnal ReluCtancies 
that ſeer*d inſuperable : it made the wiſe Men of 
the World reſign their Reaſon to Faith ; it perſua- 
ded Carnal Men to mortify the Fleſh, the Ambiti- 
ous to deſpiſe Secular Honours, the Voluptuous to 
renounce their Pleaſures, the Covetous to diſtribute 
their Goods to the Poor, the Injur'd and Incenſed 
to forgive their Enemies, and all this for Love to 
God, an Afﬀection unknown to all other Laws and 
Inſtitutions. Wherever it came it miraculouſly 
transform?d Pagans into Chriſtians, which was as 
truly wonderful, as for the Baſil; to part with its 


Poiſon, for a Wolf to be changed into a Lamb, n2Ys 
or 
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for Dogs, ( ſuch were the Gentiles in our Saviour's 
Language) to be chang'd into Angels of Light and 
Purity. An eminent Inſtance we have of its Effica- 
Cy in the Corinthians, who in their Heathen State 
were guilty of the vileſt Enormities : But after 
their receiving the Goſpel, the Apoſtle teſtifies, 
2 Cor. 6. 10,11. they were waſhed, ſanttified, and 
juſlified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God. Tuſtin Martyr tells Triphon (n), that 
thoſe who had been ſtain'd with all Filthineſs, and 
enſlay*d by charming imperious Luſts, yet becoming 
Chriſtians, they were purified, and freed, and de- 
lighted in thoſe Vertues that were molt contrary to 
their former Vices. This Alteration was ſo viſible, 
that the Lives of the firſt Chriitians were an Apo- 
logy for their Faith. And 'tis ſtrongly urged by 0- 
rigen, Tertullian, Lattantius, and Others, as a con- 
vincing proof of the Divinity of the Chriſtian Do- 
Arine, that it made the Profeſſors of it Divine in 
their Converſations. The Creation of Grace was 
like the Creation of Nature, when Trees ſprang 
up in an inſtant laden with Fruits; ſo in the Con- 
verted, all the bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit, Love, 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance abounded. This Telti- 
mony even a Pagan Perſecutor gives the common 
ſort of Chriſtians (o), That they aſſembled to ſing 
Hymns to Chriſt ; that they obliged themſelves ſo- 
lemnly to injure noPerſon, to deceive none, to pre- 
ſerve faithfully what was committed to them, to be 
always true.And as in Obedience to the Goſpel,they 
gave a Divorce to all the ſinful Delights of Senſe ; 


{o, which was incomparably more difhcult, they 
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embraced thoſe things which Nature doth moſt ab- 
hor. No Religion ever expoſed its Followers to 
ſuch Sufferings, nor inſpired them with ſuch reſolu- 
tion to ſuſtain them. All other Religions were pro- 
ductions of the Fleſh, and being allied together, if 
any time Jealouſy cauſed a diſcord between them, 
yct an open Perſecution was unuſual. But when 
Chriſtianity firſt appeared, they all turned their Ha- 
tred and Violence againſt it, as a Forreigner of a 
different extraftion. How many liviag /artyrs 
were Exiles for the Faith, and deprived of all hu- 
mane Conſolation ? yet they eſteemed themſclves 
more bleſſed in their Miſerics, than others in their 
Pleaſures. How many thouſands were put to Death 
for the Honour of our Redeemer ? yet the leaſt 
thing is the number, in compariſon of the manner 
of their Sufferings. If they had ſuffered a mild 
Martyrdom, an caſy and ſudden Death, wherein 
the Combate and Victory had been finiſh?d at a 
Blow, their Love and Courage had not been ſo ad- 
mirable : but they endured Torments ſo (p) various 
and terrible, that had they not been praCtiſed upon 
them by their Enemies, it were incredible that ever 
Malice ſhould be ſo ingenious to invent, or Cruelty 
ſo hardened to inflict them. If all the Furics of 
Hell had come forth to ſuggeſt new Tortures, they 
could not have deviſed worſe. Neither was their 
mere ſuffering ſuch Torments ſo aſtoniſhing, as 
their readineſs to encounter them, and their Behavi- 
our under them. They maintained their Faith in 


the preſence of the moſt formidable Princes. Some 
who 
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(p) Ulpian wrote ſeven Books, to deſcribe the Varisty of Torments 
the Chriſtians ſuffered, Timebit forſican caro gladium gravem. & 
crucem excelſam, & rabiem Beſtiarum, & ſummam ignium pc- 
nam, & omne Carnificks ingenium in Tormentis. Tirt, ad Martyr, 
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who might by Favour, were afraid to eſcape the 
common Perſecution, cſteeming no Death precious 
but Martyrdom (q). They contended carncſtly to 
ſuffer, and envied others the honourable Ignominy 
and happy Torments that were endured for their 
beloved Redeemer. We have an Inſtance of their 
Courage in T:iburtin:, who thus ſpake to his Judges ; 
Bind me to Racks and Wheels, condemn me, baniſh 
me, load me with Chains, burn me, tear me, omit 
no kind of Torment. If you baniſh me, the ſmal- 
leſt Corner of the Earth ſhall be to me as the whole 
World, becauſe I ſhall find my God there : If you 
kill me, by the ſame ACt you will give me the happy 
Liberty I lizh after, and deliver me from a Priſon 
on Earth to reign in Heaven : If you condemn me 
to the Fire, I have quench'd other Flames in reſi- 
ſting Concupiſcence : Ordain what Torment you 
pleaſe, it ſhall not trouble me, ſince my Heart is 
filled with Love to ſitter, and deſire it. They were 
thankful to thoſe who condemned them, and regar- 
ded their Executioners with the fame Eye, as St.Pe- 
ter did the Angel that brake off his Fetters to reſtore 
him to Freedom. They chearfully received them, 
as thoſe who brought the Keys of Paradiſe in the 
ſame Hands wherewith they brought their Swords. 
T hey entred into the Fire with Joy, and were not 
only patient but triumphant in their Sufferings ; as 
if they had been glorified in thelr Souls, and im- 
paſſible to the Sufferings of their Bodies. I have 
ſeen, ſaith Exſebizs, the Executioners tired with 
tormenting them, lic down panting and breathing, 
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q) Ignarius ſaid to th? Romans, diſſwading him from ſuffering, Tg- 
wi mſhi Fi quid mihi profit ego ſcio. Hitron, de Script 
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and others not leſs fierce, but more freſh, ſucceed 
in their cruel Service : ButI never ſaw the Martyrs 
weary of Sufferings (/), nor heard them deſire a 
Truce, much leſs Deliverance from them. If the 
Judges were ſoftened with their Blood, and by the 
force of Nature were compelled to be compaſſionate, 
ſo as to offer them a Releaſe if they would but feign 
to deny Chriſt ; They were filled with Indignation, 
elteeming it the worſt Injury, that their Perſecutors 
expected they would be guilty of but the Shadow 
of Infidelity to their dear Saviour. They were 
ambitious of the longeſt and moſt terrible Suffer- 
ings for his ſake to be Martyrs in every Member. 
They ſang the Praiſes of Chriſt ( their Tongues 
being harmonious with the AﬀecCtions of their Hearts) 
in the Flames, they preached Him from the Crolles, 
they rejoyced in him as their only Good, in the 
midſt of devouring Beaſts. Briefly, they preſerv'd 
an inviolable Faith to Him, notwithſtanding the 
moſt furions Batteries againſt them. The barba- 
rous Enemy might tear their Hearts from their 
Breaſts,” but never Chriſt from their Hearts, to 
whom they were inſeparably united by Love, ſtron- 
ger than the moſt cruel Death. 

Now, what leſs than the Divine Power could 
ſupport them under thoſe Torments, which tis al- 
moſt incredible that Bodies made of Fleſh could en- 
dure ? ] will not diſpute whether it exceeds all na- 
tural Force to ſuffer ſuch, from a vicious Aﬀection 
of Pride or Obſtinacy : but the frequency of it ex- 
ceeds all natural Poſſibility. ?Twas not impoſſible 
for /Autirs Scevola one of the Romans, being tran{- 

ported 


(FH) Hiceſt habitus viftoriz noſtrz, hzc palmata veſtis, cali 
curru triumphamus. Tirtul, Torum hominem animus circum- 
fert, 8& quo velit transfert. Tirtul, ad Mart, 
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ported with Indignation for miſſing his Deſign, to 
hold his right Hand anmoved in the Fire, ( more 
grieved at the Errour than the burning of it) to 
extinguiſh in the King their Enemy all hopes of 
drawing from him the ſecret of his Country by the 
force of Torments : But though it were but the 
ſuffering of one part, and for a ſhort time, yet it 
was not poſlible that many thouſands ſuch ſhould 
have been in Rome. For then that ſingle Example 
had not been ſo wonderful in all Antiquity : But the 
noble Army of Martyrs who overcame in the moſt 
bloody Battels, was numerous beyond account ; and 
compos'd of all ſorts of Perſons, of the aged and 
infirm, of tender Youths, of delicate Women, of 
the honourable and obſcure ; Yet 1n that difference 
of Ages, and Sexes, and States, there appeared 
ſuch an equality of Vertue, that it was viſible, the 
{ame Heavenly Spirit inſpircd them all with Cou- 
rage, and by aſſuring them of Eternal Life, made 
them deſpiſe preſent Death. Such heroical and 
frequent Conſtancy muſt be aſcribed to the Breaſt- 
Plate of Faith and Love, of a Czlclitial Temper, 
wherewith the Almighty had arm*d them (7). 

If it be ſaid that ſome have died for a falſe Reli- 
gion, ſo that the extraordinary Aſſiſtance of Hea- 
ven was not neceſſary to encourage the Chriſtian 
Martyrs : the Anſwer is clear ; there is a vaſt ditfe- 
rence between the number of the Sufferers,and man- 
ner of their Sufferings. 

1. Some few moved by Vanity and Melancholy, 
or compelPd, have ſuffered for a falſe Religion, that 

Gg 3 was 


Ct) Latrones & robuſti corporis viri cjuſmodi Lacerationes 
perferre nequeunt, exclamant & gemirus edunt, quia deefſt illis 
inſpirara patientia. Noſtri aurem ur de viris taceam, pueri & 
mulierculz tortores ſuos racite vincunt, 8& exprimere illis gemi- 
tam nec ignis poreſt, Laftant. lib, 5, c. 13. 
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was authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country for 
many Ages : But innumerable Chriſtians animated 
by the Example of their Crucified King, freely ſa- 
crificed themſelves for the teſtimony of the Goſpel 
upon the firſt Revelation of it, before any humane 
Reſpetts gave colour to it. 

_ 2 .In thoſe who ſuffered for a falſe Religion, were 
viſible either Fear or Vain-glory, Stubbornneſs or 
Rage ; but the Chriſtians in their greateR Sufterings 
expreſt Magnanimity without Pride, Conſtancy 
without Fierceneſs, Patience without Stupidity, and 
ſuch an admirable Compaſlion to their Enemies, as 
perſwaded ſome of their Tormentors to be Compa- 
nions with them in Martyrdom. 

2. The ſuddenneſs and Univerſality of the Change 
effected by the Goſpel, is a ſignal Evidence of the 
Divine Power that attended it. The Apoſtle de- 
clarcs (Col. 1. 6.) the admirable Progreſs of it # 
all the World, during his Time. In a few years with 
incredible ſwiftneſsit paſt through Judra, Samara, 
Syria, Greece, and all the Parts of the known habi- 
table World. Tacitzs acknowledges that in the 
eleventh year of Nero, great numbers of Chriſtians 
were at Rome, at a great diſtance from the Place 
where the Goſpel was firſt preach'd. It appears from 
the Writings of the Primitive Chriſtians, that in 
the Second Certary after the Death of Chriſt, the 
Koman Empire was filled with Chriſtian Churches. 
'The World was peopled with a new Generation. 
Now, what ſecret Power produced that ſudden 
and univerſal Change ? How came i to paſs that 
the Goſpel, contrary to the order of new Things, 
ſhould be {ſo readily receiv*d, and in thoſe Places 
where the moſt inſuperable Obſtacles oppoſed it ? 
In Corizth, the Seat Luxury and Voluptuouſnels ; 
in Epheſ«, where Idolatry had its Throne ; in Rome 
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it ſelf, where Honours, Riches, Pleaſures were ado- 
red. Moſes with all his great Miracles never con- 
quer'd one Nation to the true God. The Phariſees 
compaſt Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, Mat. 23. 
But the Goſpel in a little time converted many Na- 
tions from their Opinions and Manners whercin 
they had been inſtructed and educated, to thoſe that 
were not only different, but contrary. The Won- 
der in Eſay was exceeded, That a Nation was born in 
a Day : For the World was renewed as it were in a 
moment. Such a quickning univerſal Efficacy was 
joyn'd with the preaching of the Goſpel, that the 
Power of God was never more vilibly manifeſted 1n 
any Work. Therefore the Apoltle mentions it as 
one part of the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, that 
Chriit was believed on in the World, t Tim. 3. 16. 
There is nothing but Supernatural, as in the Birth, 
{0 in the Progreſs of Chriſtianity. 

3. The laſting Change made by the Goſpel is the 
effect of Infinite Power. Philoſophy (#), though 
maintain'd by the ſucceſſive force of the greateſt 
Wits, yet declin'd and came to nothing. But Chri- 
ſtianity attended only by its own Authority, eſta- 
bliſh'd its Dominion, and raisd an eternal Empire 
of Truth and Holineſs in the World. The Reaſon 
of Man cannot inſpire into its Productions a Princt- 
ple of Life; only that Power which conveys to 
Man an immortal Soul, can derive to its Inſtitutions 
a Spirit to animate and preſerve them (x). And 
this victorious permanent Virtue of the Goſpel is 
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(«) Ergo vincimus cum occidirur, plures efficimur, quories 
metimur a vobis ; Semen eſt Sanguis Chriſtianorum. Tert. Apol. 

(x) Diocleſian, Jorian, & Maximinianus, Heresl us, Ceſots, 
Auzuſti. Amplificato per Orientem, & Occidentem Imperio Romano, 
& nomine Chriſtianor, qui Remp, evertcbant extinas, 
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' moreadmirable in regard it prevail'd without the aſ- 
ſiſtance, and againſt the oppoſition of all. Nothing 
could effeCtually reſiſt the ſacred Force of naked 
Truth. The more it was oppreſt, the more it pro- 
ſper'd. It gain'd Credit and Diſciples by Contradi- 
&t1on and Perſecution ; it was multiplied by the 
Deaths of its Followers. The Cloud of Witneſſes diſſol- 
vihg in a a Shower of Blood, made the Church fruitful. 
For many SpcCtators that ſaw the Chriſtian Faith ſo 
ficrcely perſecuted, from a deſire to know the cauſe 
that made it ſo hatefn!, by ſearching for its ſuppo- 
fed Guilt, found its real Innocence. And thus to 
diſcover the Truth, the Tempelſts it ſuttered were 
more ſerviceable than the Calm it enjoyed. Altho 
ſome Perſecutors have boaſted of their utter aboli- 
ſhing the Chriſtian Name in all Parts of the Empire 
yet thoſe Inſcriptions are the proud Monuments of 
their Vanity, not Victory. Tyrants are periſh'd, 
but Truth remains for ever. By which *tis evident, 
that as the Goſpel had a higher Principle than what 
is from below, ſo it was aſſiſted with more than Hu- 
mane Power. Toſumup in ſhort what hath been 
amplified ; How glorioully was the Arm of the 
Lord revealed in raiſing the World, that for four 
thouſand Years lay in Wickedneſs ? What leſs than 
a Divine Power could ſoften ſuch an obſtinate hard- 
neſs, as long cuſtom in Sin brings ? What cou'd 
pluck up Errours that had takenſuch deep root in 
the Spirits of Mcn, and were naturaliz*d to them, 
and plant a Diſcipline ſo auſtere and thorny to 
Senſe ? Who but the Almighty could caſt out the 
ZJevil from his Empire ſo univerſally and long u- 
ſurpt, and withdraw his Subjects that were captiva- 
ted by the Terrour of Laws, and by the Deligbts 
of the Fleſh ? What inviſible Power made innume- 
rable of the tender Sex, who were not by Temper 
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couragious, nor by Obſtinacy inflexible, nay, who 
were ſo fearful that they could not ſee a drawn 
Sword without afrightment, yet ſo reſolute, as to 
deſpiſe all the Inſtruments of Cruelty ? What is | 
more aſtoniſhing than to ſee a flock of Sheep en- 
counter and overcome an Army of Lions ? This was 
the Lords doing, and ought to be marvelous in 
our Eyes. Briefly, the making a Crucified Perſon 
to reign in the midſt of his Enemies, and to give 
Laws to the whole Earth, is a Victory worthy the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Converſion of the World to 
Chriſtianity was the eftect of infinite Mercy, and 
equal Power. 

_ Laſtly; The Divine Power ſhall be gloriouſly 
manifeſted in the compleat Salvation of the Church 
at the end of the World. Telus Chriſt as Mediator 
is inveſted with Sovereign Power in Heaven and i 0 
Earth : and in that quality he ſhall exerciſe it, till 
our Salvation is finiſh'd. For he mnſt reign till he hath 
pat all Enemies wnaer hu feet ;, 1 Cor. 15. 25. But we 
ſee not yet all things put under him ;, Heb. 2. 8. Altho 
thoſe Perſons and Things that never degenerated 
from their Original, are entirely ſubject to him ; 
the Angels obey his Will, univerſal Nature is go- 
vern'd by his Providence ; The Heavens, the Earth, 
the Waters, and all things produced from them, 
never reſiſt the Direction of his Hand ; yet there 
are others that fell from their Integrity, and ſome 
things conſequent to Man's Rebellion, which either 
| ' oppoſe the Power of Chriſt, or are not yet actually 
ſubdued ; and they are the Enemies of our Salyati- 
on, Satan, Sin, and Death. Now the perfect free- | 
dom of the Church from all theſe, will be the laſt - 
glorious Act of Chriſt's Regal Office. And 'tis ob- 
ſervable, the Day of Judgment is called the Day of 


Redemption, with reſpect to the final accompliſh- 
ment 
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ment of our Felicity, that was purchaſed by the in- 
finite Price of his Sufferings. The Day of Chrift*s 
Death was the Day of Redemption, as to onr Right 
and Title; for then 'our Ranſom was fully paid, 
and *tis by the immortal Efficacy of his Blood that 
we partake of the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God : but the actual enjoyment of it ſhall be at 
the laſt day. Therefore the perfeCtion of all our 
Spiritual Priviledges 1s referred to that time, when 
Death our laſt Enemy ſhall be overcome. The Apo- 
ſtle ſ:ith, Rom. 8. And not only they, but our ſelves 
alſo, wbich have the firſt-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
our ſelves, groan within our ſelves, waiting for the A- 
doption ; to wit, the Redemption of our Bodzes. During 
the preſent Life, we are taken into God's Family, 
in the quality of his Children ; but the moſt ſolemn 
A@ of our Adoption ſhall be at the laſt day. In this 
there is a ſimilitude betwixt Chriſt and his Mem- 
bers: for altho he was the Son of God by his mar- 
velous Conception, and owned by him while he 
performed his Miniſtry upon the Earth ; yet all 
the Teſtimonics of God's Favour to him, were not 
comparable to the Declaration of it in raiſing him 
from the Grave : Then in the face of Heaven and 
Earth, He ſaid, Thou art my Son, this Day have I 
begotten Thee. So in this Life God acknowledges 
| and treats us as his Children, He cloaths us with the 
Righteouſneſs of his Son, feeds us with his Word, 
defends us from our Spiritual Enemies ; but the 
moſt publick Declaration of his Fayour ſhall be in 
che next Life,when all the Ch:laren of the Reſurreftion 
ſhall be born in a Day. Add further : although the 
Souls of Believers immediately "_ their Separati- 
on are received into Heaven, and during the Sleep 
of Death enjoy admirable Viſions of Glory ; yet 
their Blefſedneſs is imperſet, 1n Atlas aug vo 
that 
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that excellent degree which ſhall be enjoyed at the 
Reſurreftion. As the Roman Generals, after a com- 

leat Conqueſt, firſt entered the City privately, and 
having obtained Licenſe of the Senate, made their 
triumphant Entry with all the Magnificence and 
Splendour becoming the Greatneſs of their Victo- 
ries : So after a faithful Chriſtian hath foyghe rhe 
good F ioht, and is come off more than a C Onqueronr, 
he enters privately into the Celeſtial City ; bur 
when the Body is raiſed to Immortality, he ſhall 
then, in the Company and with the Acclamations 
of the Holy Angels, have a glorious Entry into ir. 
| will briefly conſider why the Bodies of the Saints 
ſhall be raiſed, and how the Divine Power will be 
manifeſted in that laſt Act. 

1. The general Reaſon is from God?s Juſtice. As 
the Oeconomy of Divine Providence requires there 
muſt be a future State, when God ſhall ſit upon a 
judicial Throne to weigh the Actions of all Men, 
and render to every one according to their quality ; 
ſo 'tis as neceſſary that the Perſon be judged, and 
not one Part alone. The Law commands the en- 
tire Man compoſed of eſſential Parts, the Soul and 
Body . And?ris obeycd or violated by both of them. 
Although the Guilt or Moral Goodneſs of Actions 
is chiefly attributed to the Soul, becauſe 'tis the Prin- 
ciple of them, yet the Actions are imputed to the 
whole Man. The Soul is the Guide, the Body the 
Inſtrument (y) * *tis reaſonable therefore that both 
ſhould receive their recompence. We ſee the Ex- 
ample of this in Humane Juſtice, which is a Copy 
of the Divine. The whole Man is puniſh'd or re- 
warded. The Soul is punilt”d with Diſgrace and 
Infamy, the Body with Pains : the Soul is rewarded 

with 
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with Eſteem and Honour, the Body with external 
Marks of Dignity. Thus the Divine Juſtice will ren- 
der to every one according to the things done in the Bo- 
ay, whether good or evil, 2, Cor. 5. 10. 

2. The ſpecial reaſon of the Saints Reſurrection 
is their Union with Chriſt : for he 13 not only our 
Redeemer and Prince, but our ſecond Adam, the 
ſame in Grace as the firſt was in Nature. Now as 
from the firſt the Soul was deſtroyed by Sin, and the 
Body by Death ; ſo the ſecond reſtores them both 
to their Primitive State, the one by Grace, the 
other by a glorious Reſurrettion. Accordingly the 
Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor.15.21. that by Man came Death, 
and by Man came the Reſurrefion from the Dead. 
Chriſt removed the moral and natural impoſlibility 
of our glorious Reſurrection : the Moral by the in- 
finite Merit of his Death, whereby Divine Juſtice 
is ſatisfied, that otherwiſe would not permit the 
Guilty to be reſtored to eternal Life : and the Natu- 
ral, by his riſing from the Grave to a glorious Im- 
mortality. For his infinite Power can do the ſame 
11 all Believers. *Tis obſervable, the Apoſtle infers 
the Reſurrettion of Believers from that of Chriſt, 
not only as the Cauſe but the Original Example. 
For the Members muſt be conformed to the Head, 
the Children to their Father, the younger to the 
elder Brother. Therefore he is called the firſt-fruits 
of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. 15. and the firſt-begotten of 
the dead, Rev. 1. In Chriſt's Reſurrection ours is 
ſo fully aſſured, that the Event is infallible. Now 
1no leſs than infinite Power is requiſite to raiſe the 
Bodies of the Saints from the Duſt, and to tranſ\- 
form them into the ſimilitude of Chriſt's. | 

1. Toraiſe them. Nothing is more aſtoniſhing 
to Nature, than that the Bodies which after ſo ma- 
ny Ages in the perpetual Circulation of the Pane 
ave 
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have paſt into a thouſand different Forms, one part 
of them being reſolved into Water, another eya- 
porated into Air, another turned into Duſt, ſhould 
be reſtored to their fir{t State (z). What Wiſdom 
is requiiite to ſeparate the Parts {6 mixt and con- 
founded ? What Power to recompole them ? What 
Virtue to reinſpire them with new Life ? It may 
ſeem more difficult than to revivea dead Body whoſe 
Organs and matter is not changcd, of which we have 
Examples in the Scripture. When the Spirit of the 
Lord placed Ezekiel in the midſt of a Valley cover'd 
with Bones, and cauſed him to conſider attentively 
their Number, which was very great, and their cx- 
treme Dryneſs, he ask'd him, Whether theſe Bones 
could live ? Erzck. 37. 4, 5, 6- upon which, as one 
divided and ballanced berween the ſeeming Impolli- 
bility of the thing in it ſelf, and the conſideration 
of the Divine Power to which nothing is impoſli- 
ble, he anſwered, Lord, thou knoweft. Upon this 
God commanded him, to propheſie upon thoſe Bones, 
and ſpeak to them, as if they had been endued with 
Senſe and Underſtanding : O ye dry Bones, hear the 
Word of the Lord : Thus ſaith the Lord God uno theſe 
Bones, Behold, I will cauſe Breath to enter into you, and 
ye ſhall live. And I will a Sinews apo you, and wall 
bring in Fleſh upon you, and cover you with Skin, and put 
Breath in you, and ye ſhall live, and ye (hall know that I 
am the Lord, And immediately there was a general 
Commotion among them, they joyned together, the 
Sinews and Fleſh came upon them, and the Skin co- 
vered them. And upon a ſecond Prophecy they 
were all inſpired with the Breath of Life, and ſtood 
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(x) Imperfe&z in homine naturz, precipua ſolatia, ne Deum 
quidem poſſe omnia, nam nec ſibi poreſt morrem conſciſcere, nec 
mortales zternirate donare,nec revgcare defunRos, Plix.lib,2.c.7. 
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up an exceeding great Army. Now whether this 
was really repreſented to his outward Senſes, or on- 
ly by the Efficacy of the Spirit to his Imagination, 
no doubt ſo ſtrange a SpeCtacle vehemently affeted 
him ; as with Joy in hope of the miraculous Reſto- 
ration of Iſrael, which that Viſion foretold, fo with 
admiration of the Divine Power. But- when the 
Trumpet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſound the univer- 
{al Fubilee (a), and call forth the Dead from all 
their Receptacles, when the Elements, as faithful 
Pepolitories, ſhall effeftively reſtore what was com- 
mitted by them, how admirable will the Power of 
God appear ? 

2. No leſs than Infinite Power 1s able to change 
the raiſed Bodies into the likeneſs of Chriſt's. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it : For oxr 
Converſation 1s in Heaven, from whence alſo we look. 
for the Savionr the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, who ſhall change 
our Vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 
Glorious Body, according to the working whereby he ts 
able to ſubdue all things to himſelf. This reſemblance 
will be only in the Perſon of Believers. All Men ſhall 
riſe to be judged, but not all to be transformed. 
There 1s a Reſurrection to Death as well as to Life. 
Unhappy Reſurrection ! which only ſerves to make 
the Body the focd of eternal Death. But the Saints 
who endeavour to be like to Chriſt in Purity, ſhall 
then have a perfeCt conformiry to him in Glory and 
Immortality. How glorious the Body of Chriſt 1s, 
we may conjecture in part by what the Apoſtle re- 
lates to Agrippa, ACt. 26. 13. At mid-day, O King, I 


(a) Tu perire Deo credis fiquid oculis noſtrisheberibus ſub- 
rrahirur, Corpus omne five areſcic in pulyerem, five in humo- 
rem ſolvicur, vel in cinerem comprimitur, vel in nidorem renu- 
atur, ſubducitur nobis, ſed Des elementorum teuftodiz reſervar 
rur. Arnob, lib. 11. . 
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Jaw in the Way a Light from Heaven above the bright- 
neſs of the Sun, ſhining round about me ;, which was no 
other but the Light of the Face of Chriſt that ſtruck 
kim with Blindncls. One Ray of this refleCting up- 
on the firſt Martyr St. Srephen in his Sufierings, gave 
an Angelical Glory to his Countenance. And Saint 
John tells us, 1 Joh. 3. 2. When he appears, we ſhall be 
like him. He alludes to the riſing of the Sun, but 
with this difference ; when the Sun appears inthe 
Morning, the Stars are made inviſible ; but the Bo- 
dies of the Saints ſhall be clothed with a Sun-like 
luſtre, and ſhine in the midſt of Chriſt's Glory. Om- 
nipotency alone that ſubdues all things , can raiſe 
and refine them from their Droſs unto ſuch an ad- 
mirable Brightneſs. The Angels will be ſurprized 
with wonder to ſee millions of Stars ſpring out of 
the Duſt. The Lord Jeſ#s Chriſt will be admir*d in 
all them that believe, 2 hell. 1. 10. 

2, T heir Bodies ſhall be raiſed to a glorious Im- 
mortalicy. In this the general Reſurrection is dif- 
ferent from that which was particular, as of Zaza- 
14, By the one Death was overcome and put to 
flight, only for ſome time ; for his ſecond Life was 
no more exempt from Death than his firſt : But by 
the other, Death ſhall be ſwallowed up m Vittory, 
1 Cor. 35. 54. and loſe its force for ever. Then 
ſhall our true Joſhua be magnihed in the ſight of 
the whole World, and the glorious number of Saints 
ſhall caſt their Crownsat his Feet, and ſing the tri- 
umphant Song, Thou baſt redeem'd w to God by thy 
Blood, and reſcued us by thy Power from all our E- 
nemies, and art worthy of Honour, and Glory, and Bleſ- 


(ing for ever. 
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C H A P. XXII 


Inference. The extraordinary working of the Divine 
Power 15 a convincing proof of the Verity of the Chri- 
ian Religion. The internal Excellencies of it are 
clear Marks of its Divinity, to the purified Mind. 
The external Operations of God's Power were requiſite 
to convince Meg in their corrupt State, that the Do- 
frine of the Goſpel came from God. The miracu- 
lous owning of Chriſt by the whole Divinity from Hea- 
ven. The Reſurrettion of Chriſt the moſt important 
Article of the Goſpel, and the demonſtration of all 
the reſk. How valuable the Teſtimony of the Apo- 
poſtles is concerning it, That 'twas impoſſible they 
ould deceive, or j deceived. The quality of the 
Witneſſes conſidered. There cannot be the leaſt reaſo- 
nable ſuſpicion of them. "T's utterly incredible that 
hamane temporal Reſpefs moved them to feign the 
Reſurrettion of Chriſt, The Nature of the Teſtsmo- 
conſidered, It was of a matter of Fatt, and veri- 
ed to all their Senſes. The Uniformirty of it ſecures 
# there was no Corruption in the Witneſſes, and that 
it was no Illuſvon. They ſealed the Truth of it with 
their Blood. The Miracles the Apoſtles did in the 
Name of Chriſt, a ſtrong demonſtration that he was 
raiſed to a glorious Life, That Power was continued 
in the Church for a time. The Concluſion, bow rea- 
ſonable it is to give an entire Aſſent to the Truth of 
Chriſtianity. 'Ts deſperate Infidelity not to believe 
it and the higheſt Madneſs to pretend to believe it, 
and 10 leve in Diſobedience to it, 


'Þ FE ROM what hath been diſcourſed concerning 
the extraordinary working of the Divine 


Power, we have a molt convincing proof of the Ve- 
rity 
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rity of the Chriſtian Religion. For ſince God hath 
by ſo many miraculous Effects, the infallible Indica« 
tions of his Favour to the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
juſtified his Dottrine, no reaſonable doubt can te- 
main concerning it. Indeed the internal Excellen- 
cies of it, which are viſible to the purged Eye of the 
Soul, are clear Marks of its Divinity. The Myſte- 
ry of our Redemption is made up of various parts, 
in the Union of which ſuch an evident Wiſdom ap- 

rs, that the rational Mind, unleſs enſlaved by 
rejudice, muſt be raviſhd into a compliance (6). 

Even that which moſt offends Senſe, the Meanneſs 
of our Saviour's Condition in the World, and the 
Miſcries to which he was expoſed, do ſo perfectly 
correſpond with his great Deſign to make Men holy 
and heavenly, that it appears to be the Effect of 
moſt wiſe Counſel. His Death on the Croſs is ſo 
much not nnbecoming God, as an infinite Love and 
unconceivable Compaſſion is becoming him. And 
ſuch a Beauty of Holineſs ſhines in the moral part, 
as clearly proves God to be its Author. It denoun- 
ces War againſt all Vices, and commands every 
Vertue. All that is excellent in humane Inſtituti- 
ons it delivers with infinite more Authority and Ef- 
ficacy : And what natural Reaſon did not reach to, 
it full y deſcribes, in order to the Glory of God, and 
the Happineſs of Man. Now as God, the Author 

of Nature, hath by Taſtes and Smells, and other 
ſenſible qualities, diſtinguiſh'd things wholeſome 

from noxious, even to the loweſt living Creatures 
ſo he hath much more diſtinguiſh'd Objects that are 
ſaving from deadly, that is, the true Religion from 
the falſe, by undoubted Evidences to any who will 

H h exer- 
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exercile their Spiritual Senſes, and ſincerely deſire 
to.know and obey it. And that all the wiſe and 
holy ewbraccd it inthe face of the greateſt Diſcou- 
ragements, 15 an unanſwerable Argument that ?tis 
plcaling to God, For how 1s it poſlible that the 
Good God ſhould fuffer thoſe to fall into mortal Er- 
rour, who from an ardent Afﬀection to him deſpis*d 
whatever 1s amiable or terrible in the World ? How 
Is 1t poſlible he ſhould deny the knowledg of Himſelf 
» Hhoſ,to whom he gave ſuch a pure Love to Him- 
el 

But the humane Nature in its corrupted State is 
contrary both to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, that 
propounds Supernatural Verities hard to believe, 
and to the Commands of it, that enjoins things hard 
to do : For this reaſon *twas neceſſary that God by 
ſome extcrnal Opcrations, the undeniable Effects 
of his Power, ſhould diſcover to the World his ap- 
probatian of it. 

Now. that Chriſt is the Son of God, and Redce- 
mer of, the World, was miraculouſly declared from 
Heaven by the who!c Divinity : There are three that 
bear Record in. Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One, t John.1. 5- The 
Father teſtif ed by. a Voice as loud as Thunder at his 
Baptiſm and T rausfiguration, Hat. 3. 17. Thou art 
any: beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. The Son 
- his glorious Apparition to Paul, Af. 9,4. w — 
he ſtruck him to:the Earth with theſe Words, 
perſecigeſt thay me ? The Light was ſo radiant, pe 
Voice {9:{trong, the Impreſſion i it made ſo deep and 

ſenſible, ,that-he-knew it-came from God. And he 
manifelted himſelf to St. Fohn with that Brightneſs, 
Rev. 1. 17. That be Fell at his Feet as dead, till in 
compaſſion he reviv'd him, and ſaid, 1 am he that 


liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for rom 
Arn 
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And the Holy Spirit by his miraculous deſcent in the 
ſhape of a Dove upon him, and in fiery Tongues 
upon the Apeſtles, gave a viſible Teſtimony that Je- 
ſn Chriſt was ſent from God to fave the World. I 
will particularly conſider one Effect of the Divine 
Power, the Reſurreftion of Chriſt, this being the 
moſt important Article of the Goſpel, and the De- 
monſtration of all the reſt. For 'tis not conceivable 
that God would by his Almighty Power have rais'd 
him from the Grave to a glorious Life, (and it is 
impoſſible he ſhould be otherwiſe) if he had taken 
the Name of the Son of God in vain, and arroga- 
ted to himſelf Divine Honour, and only pretended 
that he was ſent from Him : By the Reſurreffion He 
was declared to be the Son of God with Power, Rom. 
1. 44 For that being the proof of his Miſſion, ju- 
ſtifies the Truth of his Doctrine, and particularly 
of the quality of God's Son which he always attri- 
buted to himſelf. Now if Infidelity object, that 
we who live in the preſent Age have no ſenſible Te- 
ſtimony that Chriſt is riſen, and what afſurance is 
there, that the Apoſtles who reported it were not 
Deceivers or deceived ? In Anſwer to this, 1 will 
briefly ſhew how valuable the Teſtimony of the A- 
poſtles is, and worthy of all Acceptation ; and rhat 
'twas equally impoſſible they ſhould be deceived, or 
intend to deceive. 

His Death is atteſted by his Enemies. Tacitus 2 
Pazan relates that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilare. 
And the Jews to this day are ſo unhappy as to boaſt 
of their being the cauſes of his Crucifixion, and call 
him by a Name that is the mark of his Puniſhment. 
But his RefurreCtion they peremptorily deny. Now 
the Apoſtles being ſent to convert the World, were 
to lay this down as the Foundation of their Preach- 
ing, that Jeſus: Chriſt was raisd from the dead, 
H h 2 that 
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that all might yield Faith and Obedience to Him. 
T his was their ſpecial Charge, as St. Peter declares, 
ACt. 1. 20, 21. Wherefore of theſe Men which have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Feſus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the Baptiſm of 
John, unto the ſame Day that he was taken up from us, 
muſt be one ordained to be a Witneſs of hu Reſurrediton. 
They were to teſtify concerning his Doctrine and 
Lite, his Miracles and Sufferinge, but principally 
his ReſurreQtion. For this reaſon St. Paul, who 
was extraordinarily admitted into their Order, had 
a miraculous Sight of Chriſt from Heaven ( Laft of 
all he was ſeen of me, 1 Cor. 15. 8.) to teſtify it to 
the World. Now for our full Conviction, tis ne- 
ceſſary to conſider the quality of the Witneſles, and 
the nature of their Teſtimony. 

1. The Witneſſes were ſuch of whom there can- 
not be the leaſt reaſonable Suſpicion (c). In Cw 
Cauſes of the greateſt moment, the Teltimony of 
the Honourable and the Rich are accountcd valuable, 
becauſe they are not eaſily corrupted : one of a low 
degree may frombaſeneſs of Spirit, through Cow- 
ardiſe and Fear be tempted to deny the Truth ; one 
in a poor condition may be ſo dazled with the luſtre 
of Gold, when he conſiders the Price of Perjury, 
as to be induced to aſlert a Falſhood. But who is 
more incorruptible, the Noble that from a ſenſe of 
Honour abhor a Lie, or thoſe who by their Divine 
Birth and Qualities did ſo deteſt it, that they would 
not tell a Lie for the Glory of God ? Who is more 
worthy of Credit, the Rich whoſe Riches ſometimes 
excites thcir Deſires after more, or thoſe who by a 


generous Diſdain deſpiſed all things ? Beſides, Per- 
ſons 


—— 
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ſons of known Integrity, whom the different Images 
of Hopes and Fears cannot probably encline to e- 
vil, are admitted to decide the weightielt Cauſcs : 
Now the Apoſtles were ſo innocent, ſober, honeſt 
and unblameable in the whole tenour of their Con- 
verſations, that their moſt malignant Adverfaries 
could never faſten an Accuſation upon them. In- 
deed if their carnal Intereſts had been concerned, 
there might have been ſome coloured Objections a- 
gainſt their Teſtimony : But if we duely conſider 
things, it will appear utterly incredible that any de- 
ceit could be in it. For as all the Attions of reaſo- 
nable Men proceed from Reaſon ſolid or apparent, 
ſo particularly Impoſture and Fiction are never 
without ſome Motive and Deſign : For being con- 
trary to Nature, there ruſt intervene a foreign 
Conſideration for their contrivance. Now the uni- 
verſal Motives to invent Fables are Honour, Riches, 
or Pleaſure. But none of theſe could poſſibly move 
the Apoſtles to feign the ReſurreCtion of Chriſt. Not 
to inſiſt on the Meanneſs of their Extraction and E- 
ducation, who had only ſeen Boats and Nets, and 
convers'd with Lakes and Fiſhes, whereas Ambition 
uſually ſprings up in Perſons of high Birth and 
Breeding ; ?tis evident that no reſpect to humane 
Praiſe excited them, ſince they attributed the Do- 
Etrine of the Goſpel, that ſhould give them Reputa- 
tion in the World, to the Holy Spirit, and aſcri- 
bed the Glory of their miraculous Actions entirely 
to the Divine Power. When the People of Lyſ#rz 
would have given Divine Honour to St. Paul, Act. 
3. 12, 13. hediſclaimed it with abhorrency : And 
preſently after, thoſe who would have adored him 
as a God, ſtoned him as a Malefaftor, AF. 4. 10. 
he choſe rather to be their Sacrifice than their Idol. 
Beſides, how could they _ to be great or _ 
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by declaring, that One who came to ſuch a Trag:- 
cal End in the face of the World was raiſed to 
Life, when the hands of the Jews were ſtill bloody 
with the Wounds of their Maſter, and their Hearts 
ſo enraged agaivſt all that honoured his Name, 
as to excommunicate them for execxable Perſons. 
It had been as extravagant to have deſigned the ac- 
quiring of Reputation or Riches by their preach- 
ing, as for one to throw himſelf into a flaming 
Furnace to be cooled and refreſhed. And that 
Pleaſure could not be their Aim is manifeſt : For 
they met with nothing but Poverty and Perſecuti- 
on, with Deriſion and Diſgrace, with Hardſhips 
and all the effefts of Fury, which they willingly 
endured rather than ceaſe from preaching, or de- 
ny what they had preached. Their unheard-of Re- 
ſolution to forſake their Native Country, and 
travel to all the known parts of the Earth, to 
convey the Dottrine of Feſ#s Chriſt, is a ſtrong De- 
monſtration that they believed it be true, and of 
infinite moment, molt worthy of all the dangers 
to which they voluntarily expoſed themſelve:. 
Never did Ambition or Avarice, the molt active 
Paltions, cauſe Men to be more diligent, than they 
were to communicate the Knowledg of our Savi- 
Our to all Nations. Now what greater aſſurance 
can we poſlibly receive that they were ſincere in 
their Report ? 

Secondly, T he nature of the Teſtimony makes it 
very credible. 

1. It was of a matter of Fact. If it had been 
ſome high Sp<culation of univerſal Things ab- 
{tractcd from Matter, and above the cognizance of 
the Senſes, there might be ſome pretence to object, 
7 hat the Diſciples, unexcrciſed in Scences, were de- 
ccived by the Subtilty of their Maſter ; But *tis a 
lingular 
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ſingular Thing, of which the Senſes are the moſt 
fairhful Informers, and competent Judges. 

[t was an ocular Teſtimony, which as It makes 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon the Spectator, ſo 
upon the Bclief of others. Thus St. Fobz, ( 1 Joh. 
1.1.) That which we have ſeen with or Eyes, wiich 
we have locked on, declare we unto yi. And that 
they were not deceived, we have great- certainty ; 
for Jeſus had converſcd a long time with them be- 
fore his Dcath, and their Refpeft and Love to 
Him, and after their Compaſſion had deeply en- 
graved the lineaments of his Viſage in their Me- 
mories; and He preſented hi:nſelf not many 
Years, but three Days after -his Abſence, fo that 
it was Impoſſible they ſhould have forgot his Coun- 
tenance. He appcarcd to them not once or twice, 
but many times, and not ſuddenly as a flaſh of 
Lightning that preſently vaniſheth, but converſt 
with them familiarly for forty days. And *tis ob- 
ſervable, the Apoſtles th:mſelves were not calily 
wrought on to believe this Truth. When the Te- 
ſtimony of the Angels aſſured them that He was 
riſen, they received it with doubting, wonder, ard 
troubled joy, and wcre ſuſpended between Hopes 
and Fears : and at his firſt Appearance they were 
vehemently ſurpriz2d. They faw Him die on the 
Croſs three days before, ( Luke 24.37,39,43-) and 
their Memories were {till filled with the frightful 
Images of his Sufferings, ſo that they were bal- 
lanced betwcen the preſent teſtimony of Senſe, and 
the freſh remembrance of what they had ſeen. 
Therefore He juſtified the truth of his Reſurre@ti- 
on to all their Senſes. He diſcourſed with them 
made them feel his Wounds, ( 1 Foh. 1.1.) cat and 
drink with them, ſo that 'twas impoſlible they 
ſhould be dzceived unleſs willingly. Thus by the 
Hh 4 wile 
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wiſe diſpenſation of God, their doubting hath 
confirmed our Faith, 

| Thirdly, The Uniformity of the Teſtimony makes 
it valuable upon a double account. Fi#r#, as it 
ſecures us, there was no corruption in the Witneſſes. 
Secondly, That it was no IVaſion. 

1. That there was no Corruption in the Wit- 
neſſes. The moſt prudent way to diſcover the 
falſity of a Teſtimony, is to interrogate the Wit- 
nelles ſeverally, to ſee if there be any contradiction 
between them. But if they concur not only as to 
the Subſtance but Circumſtances, their Depoſition 
1s very credible. Now the Apoſtles exactly agreed 
in their Teſtimony, as appears by the ſeveral 
Goſpels, in which, altho wrote in divers times 
and places, yet there is an admirable Harmo 
not only as to the FaCt it ſelf, but the leaſt Par- 
ticularities. 

2. The Agreement of ſo many, proves it was no 
Illuſion that depended on fancy for its Exiſtence 
for deceptions of the Brain are not common to 
many at once as viſible Bodies are, bur ſingular, 
becauſe of the variety of Fancies. If He had on- 
ly appeared to ſome Perſons ſeparately, carnal Rea- 
fon, which is ingenious to deceive it ſelf, might ob- 
ject that it was only the effect of a diſtempered 
Fancy, and no real object of Senſe. But after He 
had ſhewn Himſelf to ſome of the Diſciples apart, 
and that holy Company was met together, uniting 
the ſeveral ſparks, to encourage their hopes of his 
Reſurrection, He came to them all together, and 
for many days converſed with them. Now who 
can believe that ſo many fhould be obſtructed with 
Melancholy for ſo long time, ſo as conſtantly to 
remain under the power of a Deluſion ? Beſides, 
He afterwards appeared to five humared at once 8 
| : an 
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and how could ſuch a number of different Ages, 
Sexes, Temperaments be at the ſame time ſtruck 
with the ſame Imagination ? 

Add further, If a ſtrong Imagination had de- 
ceived them by Melancholy, there would have been 
ſome diſcoveries of that Hymour in their ACtions. 
For *tis impoſlible that the Mind ſo indiſpoſed, 
ſhould for a long time aCt regularly. But in the 
whole courſe of their Lives not the leaſt extrava- 

ancy appears: Their Zeal was tempered with 

rudence, their Innocence was without Folly, their 
Converſation was becoming their great Office. 
And of this we have unqueſtionable Evidence : For 
otherwiſe ſo many Perſons of excellent Wiſdom 
had never been perſwaded by them to embrace 
Chriſtiazity ; neither had their Enemies ſo furiouſly 
perſecuted them : For 'tis beyond belief that they 
had ſo far extinguiſhed the Sentiments of Humani- 
ty, as to treat the Apoſtles as the moſt guilty Cri- 
 minals, whom they knew to be diſtracted, and 

"xy worthy of Compaſſion rather than Ha- 
tred. 

But if it be objeCted, that it might be a Phan- 
taſm, or ſolid Body formed according to the Like- 
neſs of Chriſt, that abuſed the Apoſtles, and after 
ſome time withdrew it ſelf; The vanity of the 
Objection is very apparent : For ſuch an effect could 
not be without the operation of a Spiritual Cauſe. 
Now the good Angels cannot be guilty of falſhood, 
of which they had been in that repreſentation : 
for He that appear*d declar*d himſelf to be Jeſ#s 
that ſuffer'd ; neither would the evil uſe ſuch an 
Artifice. The old Serpent was too wile to pro- 
mote the belief of Chriſt's Reſurrection, which is 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity : an Inſtitution 
moſt holy, that would deſtroy his Altars, diſcredit 
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his Oracles, bring Glory to God, and Happineſs to 
Man, to both which he 13 eternally oppolite. By 
all which it appears there was no decelt in the Sub- 


zect nor Object. 


4. They ſeal'd it with their Blood. This laſt 


proof confirms all the gther. If a Perſon of clear 
tame aſſert a thing, which he 1s ready to maintain 
with the loſs of his Life, there is no reaſon to 
doubt of the truth of his Depoſition. "Tis no 
wonder that Philoſtratus, a bold Grecian, to ſhew 
his Art, painted Apollonizs Tyanzs as a Demi-God, 
exempted from Death, and cloathed with Immor- 
tality. But if he had been drawn from his Study, 
where he dreſt that Idol of Iniquity, to appear 
before the Magiſtrates to give an account of the 
truth of his Relation, he certainly would have re- 
nounced his pretended Hero rather than have given 
his Life for a Lie. Now the Apoſtles endur'd the 
molt cruel Death, to confirm the truth of their Te- 
ſtimony. And what could poſlibly induce them to 
it, if they had not been certain of his ReſurreCti- 
on ? Could Love to their dead Maſter animate 
them to ſafer for the honour of his Name ? This 
is inconceivable : For He promis*d that He would 
riſe the Third Day, and aſcend to Heaven, and 
make-them partakers of his Glory : So that if He 
had lain in the rottenneſs of the Grave, What 
charm, what ſtupidity was able to make them 
preſerve ſo high a Veneration for a Deceiver ? No- 
thing could remain in them but the Memory and In- 
dignation of his Impoſture. Now if it be the 
aiitare of natural Reaſon, that the concurrent Te- 
ittimony of two or three credible Perſons, not wea- 
kewd by any exception, is ſufficient to decide any 
Cauſe of the greateſt moment. that reſpetts Life, 


Honour and Eſtate, how much more ſhould the 
Atteita- 
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Atteſtation of the Apoſiles put this great Truth be- 
yond all doubt, ſince they parted with their Lives, 
the moſt precious poſſeſſion in this World, for it * 
and which is infinitely more, if Deceivers, they 
would certainly be deprived of Eternal Life in the 
next ? In ſhort, Since the Creatiqn, never was a 
Teſtimony ſo clear and awuthentick, the Divine Pro- 
vidence ſo ordering the Circumſtances, that the 
Evidence ſhould be above all ſuſpicion. Neither did 
it ever happen, that any thing affirm'd by ſo ma- 
ny, and ſuch worthy Perſons, was ever ſuſpected, 
much leſs found to be falie. *Tis the moſt unrea- 
ſonable ſtifneſs not to yield an intire Aſſent to 
it. For there would be no ſecure Foundation of 
determining innumerable weighty Caſes, if we 
ſhould doubt of things reported by the moſt cre- 
dible circumſpect Perſons, lince we can be certified 
by our own Senſes but of a few Objects. 

I ſhall only add, That the Apeſtles did many and 
great Miracles in the Name of Chr:ſt, which was 
the ſtrongeſt demonitration that He was rais?d to a 
glorious Life. They were inveſted by the Spirit 
with the habits of various Tongues. This kind of 
Miracle was neceſſary for the univerſal preaching 
of the Goſpel : For how difficult and obſtructive had 
it been to their Work, if they muſt have return'd 
to their Infant-ſtate, to learn the ſignification of 
foreign Languages, to pronounce the words in 
their original Sound, and the Accents proper to 
their Country ? Therefore the Holy Spirit, ac- 
cording to the Promiſe of Chriſt, deſcended upon 
them, and became their Maſter, ard in a moment 
impreſt on their Memories the forms of diſcourſing, 
and on their Tongues the manner of expreſling 
them. Where-ever the Doctrine of Jeſus was 
preach'd,God bare them witneſs both with Sions and Won- 
arrs, 
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ders, and with divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy 
Gho#ft, according to his own will, When St. Peter 
paſs'd through the Streets, fill'd with Perſons dif- 
eaſed and half dead, he cauſed an univerſal Re- 
furrection, by touching them with his reviving 
ſhadow. They tamed Serpents, and quench'd the 
malignity of their Poiſon ; they commanded Death 
to leave 1ts Prey, and Life to return to its manſion 
that was not habitable for it. And that miraculous 
Power continued in their Succellors ſo long as was 
requiſite for the conviction of the World. TJuitm 
Martyr, Irenew, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, menti- 
on divers Miracles perform*d by Chriſtians in thoſe 
times. Tertullian offers to the Emperour, to whom 
he addreſt his admirable Apology, to compel the 
Devils that poſſeſt Humane Bodies to confeſs them- 
ſelves to be evil Spirits, and thereby conſtrain the 
Prince of Darkneſs to enlighten his own Slaves. 
And Cyprian aſſures the Governour of Africa that 
he would force the Devils to come out of the Bo- 
dies they tormented, lamenting their ejection. Now 
we cannot imagine they would ſo far diſcredit 
their. Doctrine and Reputation, as to pretend to 
fuch a Power without they had it. In ſhort, To 
deny the Miracles wrought by the Primitve Chriſtt- 
ans, were as great raſhneſs, as to deny that Ceſar 
conquer'd Pompey, or that Titzs ſucceeded Yeſpaſi- 
ax, For we have the concurrent Teitimony of 
the graveſt and belt Men, of Underſtanding and 
Conſcience, who were Eye-witnelles, and which 
was not contradicted by thoſe of the ſame Age. 
Briefly, There are ſuch clear CharaFers of the 
Nivine Hand to render the Goſpel authentick, that 
to deny it to be true, is to make God a Lyar. 

The Concluſion is this, We ſee how reaſonable it 
z: to give an entire allznt to the truth of Chriſci- 
any. 
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anity. The Nature of the Doctrine that is per- 
feftly Divine, declares its Original. Tis con- 
firmed by Supernatural Teſtimonies. The Doctrine 
diſtinguiſhes the Miracles from all falſe wonders, 
the illuſions of Satan, and the Miracles confirm 
the DoCtrine. What doubt can there be after the 
full depoſition of the Spirit in raiſing Chriſt from 
the Grave ; in qualifying the Apoſtles, who were 
rude and ignorant, with Knowledg, Zeal, Courage, 
Charity, and all Graces requiſite for their great 
Enterpriſe, and in converting the World by their 
Miniſtry and Miracles ? If we believe not ſo clear 
a Revelation, our Infidelity is deſperate. When | 
our Saviour was upon the Earth, the Meanneſs and | 
Poverty of his appearance leflened their Crime, 

who did not acknowledg and honour him in the 

diſguiſe of a Servant : Therefore they were capa- 0 
ble of favour. Many .of his bloody Perſecutors 

were converted and ſaved by the preaching of the 

Apoſtles. . But ſince the Holy Ghoſt hath convinced 
the World by ſo ſtrong a Light of Sin, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Judgment ; viz. That Jeſus, whom | 
the Fews moſt unworthily crucified, was the Son of 
God ; that in dying, He purchaſed the Pardon of 

Sin ; ſince he is riſen and received to Glory, That 

all Power in Heaten and Earth 1s given to Him, the 

effect of which is moſt viſible : for ſpiritual Wic- - | 
kedneſles trembled at his Name, were expelled | 
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from their Dominions, and ſent to their old Priſon 
to ſuffer the Chains and Flames due to them : To 
refuſe his Teſtimony, is a degree of Obſtinacy not 
far diſtant from the Malice of the Devils, and puts 
Men without the reſerves of pardoning Mercy. 
And 'tis not a ſlight, ſuperficial Belief of this great 
Truth that is ſufficient, but that which is powerful 
in making us univerſally obedient to our CO 
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Redeemer. who will diſtribute Crowns to all his 
faithful Servants. We cannot truly believe his 
Reſurrection, without believing his Doctrine, nor 
believe his DoCtrine without unfeigned Deſires af- 
ter the eternal Felicity it promiſes, nor deſire that 
Felicity without a ſincere compliance to his Com- 
mands in order to the obtaining it. JU ſhort, *Tis 
Infidelity approaching Madneſs, not to believe the 
Truth of the Goſpel; but *tis Madneſs of an 
higher kind and more prodigious, to, pretend to 
believe it, and yet to live in diſobedience to its Pre- 
cepts, in contempt of its Promiſes and Threatnings, 
as if it were a meer Fable. 


CHAP. XXII. 


The Honour of God®s Truth with reſped to the Legal 
Threatning, was preſerved in the Death of Chris, 
The Divine Truth with reſpett to the Promiſes and 
Types of Chriſt under the Law. was juſtificd in his 
Coming, and the accompliſhment of our Redemption 
by him. Some ſpecial PrediQtions conſidered that 
reſpett the time of his Coming. The particular 
Circumſtances that reſpet3 the Meſſiah, are verified 
n Jeſus Chriſt, The Conſequents of the Meſſhah”s 
Coming, foretold by the Prophets, are all come to 
paſs. The Types of the Law are compleat inChriſt. 
A particular Conſideration of Manna, the Rock, 
and the brazen Serpent, as they referred to him. 
The Paſchal Lamb conſidered A ſhort Parallel 
between Melchiſedec and Chriſt, The Divinity 
of the Goſpel, proved, by comparing the ancient Fi- 
gures with the preſent Truth, and Prediftions with 
the Events. The Happineſs of Chriſtians above 
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the Jews, in the clear Revelation of our Sayiour 
to them, From the accompliſhment of Prophecies 
concerning the firſt Coming of Chriſt, our Faith 
ſhould be confirmed mn the Promiſe of his lecond. 


HE Original Law given to Man in Paradiſe 
had a ſevere Penalty annext, that upon the 

firſt breach of it he ſhould die. The end of the 
Threatning was to Preſerve in him a conſtant re- 
verence of the Command. After his Diſobedience, 
the honour-of the Divine Truth was concerned as 
to the infliting the Puniſhment. For altho the Su- 
preme Lawgiver hath power over the Law to relax 
the Puniſhment as to particular Perſons ; yet 
having declared that according to that Rule He 
would proceed in Judgment with Man, the Per- 
feftion of his Trath required, that Sin ſhould be 
puniſhed in ſuch a manner, that his Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs might eminently appear, and the 
reaſonable Creature for ever fear to offend Him. 
Now the God of Truth hath by the Death of his 
only Son ſo compleatly anſwered the Ends of the 
lezal Threatning, that the Glory of that Attri- 
bute 1s broke forth like the Sun through all the 
Clouds that ſeemed to obſcure it. Mercy and Truth 
meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other. 
Of this I have ſo largely treated before, that I ſhall 
add nothing more concerning it. There is a Secondary 
reſpe&t wherein the Truth of God is concerned, as 
to the accompliſhing our Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, which I will briefly explicate. God having 
decreed the ſending of his Son in the quality of 
Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, was pleaſed 
by ſeveral Promiſes to declare his merciful pur- 
pole, and by various Types to ſhew the deſign of 
that glorious Work, before the exhibition of it. 
This 
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This was the effect of his Supreme Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. | 

Firſt, To comply with the weakneſs of the 
Church, when *twas newly ſeparated from the 
World. For, as a ſudden ſtrong Light over- 
powers the Eye that hath been long in the dark, 
ſo the full bright Revelation of the Goſpel had 
been above the capacity of the Church, when *twas 
firſt freed from a ſtate of Ignorance : Light mixt 
with Shadows was proportionable to their Sight. 
Therefore he was pleaſed by ſeveral Repreſentati- 
ons and Predictions to exerciſe the Faith, entertain 
the Hope, and excite Deſires of his People be- 
fore the accompliſhment of our Salvation by his 
YON. 

Secondly, To. render the belief of it eaſie and 
certain afterwards. Now for the honour of his 
Truth, he was engaged to make good his Word : 
For altho pure Love and Mercy is the Original of 
all God's Promiſes to Man, yet his Truth and Fi- 
delity are the reaſons of his fulfilling them. Nor 
that God is under the obligation of a Law, but his 
own Righteous Name 1s the inviolable Rule of his 
Aftions. Accordingly the Apoſtle lays it as the 
foundation of our Hopes, Ti. 1. 2. That God who 
cannot lie, hath promiſed eternal Life. The Divine 
Decree alone concerning our Salvation by Chriſt, 
is a ſure Foundation : For God is as unchangeable 
in his Will, as his Nature. 1» Him there is no vari- 
ableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning ;, Jam. 1. 17. But 
the Promiſe determines the Will of God to per- 
form it upon another account : For 'tis not ſingle 
Inconſtancy but Falſhood, not to perform what 
Is promiſed, from both which He is infinitely di- 
ſtant. St. Paul alledges this for for the reaſon why 


the Covenant of Grace is unchangeable and of 
ever- 
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everlaſting Efficacy, in that the Counſel of God was 

by his Promiſe and Oath confirmed, Heb. 6. 17, 18. 

at by two immutable things, in which it was impoſſible 
for God to lie, we might have ſtrong Conſolation. For 
the Promiſe gives a rightful claim to the Creature, 
and the fulfilling of it is the Juſtification of God's 
Fidelity. In this ſence 'tis ſaid, (Fob. 1.17.) The Law 

waz given by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus 

Chriſt, i. e. the Grace of the Goſpel is the ſubſtan- 
tial and compleat Accompliſhment of the Types and 
Promiſes under the Law. I will not enter into the 
diſcuſſion of all the Prophecies concerning the /e/- 
ſtab in the Old Teftament, to ſhew how they are veri- 
fied in Jeſus Chriſt ; But briefly conſider ſome ſpeci- 
al Predictions that concern the time of the Meſſtab's 
Coming, his Perſon, and Offices. 

1. The Prophecy of dying Jacob. The Scepter 
ſhall not depart Fo Judah, zo? a Law-giver from be- 
rween his Feet, till Shiloh come, Gen. 49. 1. By the 
Scepter and Lawgiver are meant divers Forms of 
Government : the firſt being 'the. Mark of Regal 
Power, the other Title reſpetts thoſe whoſe Power 
ſucceeded that of their Kings, in the perſon of Ze- 
robbabel and his Succeſſors. Facob prophetically de- 
clares two things ; their eſtabliſhment in Fdab,and 
their continuance till thz coming of Shiloh. This 
Oracle doth not preciſely reſpect the Perſon of Ju- 
dah, for he never aſcended the Throne, nor polleſt 
the Empire over his Brethren ; nor ſolely his Poſte- 
rity as a Tribe diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, although 
it had ſpecial Advantages from that time : For the 
Banner of Fu«dah led the Camp in their March 
through the Wilderneſs ; Numb. 2. 3. That Tribe 
had the firſt Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan ; theſe 
were the Beginnings of its future Glory. And from 
David to the Captivity, w_ Tribe polleſt the _— 
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dom ;, but the Glory of his Scepter was loſt in the 
Perſon of Zedekiab : Therefore the full meaning of 
the Prophecy regards the People of 1/rael, in the 
relation they had to the Tribe of Fudah : For that 
Tribe alone returned entire from the Captivity with 
{ome Reliques of Leys and Benjamin ; fo that the 
Nation from that time was diſtinguiſt'd by the Ti- 
tle of the Jews in: relation to it ; and the Right to 
diſpoſe of the Scepter was always in the Tribe of 
Judah :- For the Lewites, that ruled after the Capti- 
vity received their Power from them. Til Shiloh 
come, that is, the Meſſiah, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the antient Jewiſh Interpreters expound ; ſo 
that the intent of the Oracle 1s, that after the efta- 
bliſhment of the Supreme Power in the Family of 
Judah, it ſhould not paſs into the Hands of Stran- 
gers, but as a certain Preſage, and immediate Fore- 
runner of the coming of Shj/ob. And this was ful- 
ly accompliſh*d. For in the Captivity there was 
an interruption rather than extinCtion of their 
Government ;- their Return was protniſed at the 
time they were carried Captives to Babylon. But at 
the coming of Chriſt, Fudea was a Proyince of the 
Keman Empire, Herodan Edomite ſat on the Throne; 
and as the Tribe of Fydab in general, ſo the Family 
of David in particular was in ſuch alow State, that 
Foſeph aud Mary that were deſcended from him, 
were conſtrain'd to lodg in a Stable at Berhlebem. 
And ſince the bleſled Peacemaker bath appear®d on 
the Earth, the Jews have loſt all Authority : their 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical State is utterly ruind, and 
they bear the viſible Marks of infamays Servitude. 
2. The Second famous Prediction is by an Angel 
to Damel, ow: . 25.) when he was lamenting 
the Ruine of Jeruſalem, who comforted him with an 


allyrance that the City ſhould be rebuilt : And i 
ner 
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ther told him, That from: the going forth of the Com- 


mandment to reftore and to build feiufalern, unto the 
Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threefcore 
and rwo weeks the Streets ſhall be buile again, and the 
Wat! even in troubleſome Times. And after threeſtove 
_ two weeks ſhall the Meſſiah be cut off, but not for 
or T's, and f People of the Prince that ſhall come 
the City yoo Santtuary, and the end thereof 
Neal be ah F Flows and to the end of the War Deſola- 
tions att determined. The clear i _—_ of the Angel's 
Meſſage is, That within the fpacg, of ſeventy Pro- 
pheticat eeks (4) (that is, fow ed and ninety 
years, according to the Expoſi tion of the Rabbing 
themſelves) after the iſſaing forth the order for the 
rebuilding Jeruſalem, the Aſ:ſiab ſhould come, and 
be put to Peath for the Sins of Men, which was ex- 
a&tly fulfPd. 
& rime of the manifeſtation of the Meſſiah 
is erik ſet down in H#avgas 2.6, 7,8, 9g. I will 
ſhake all * Sri and the deſire of all Nations ſhall 
= and I will [fi this Houſe with Glory, ſaith the 
Lord of Heſts. e Silver # mine, and the Gold i 
mine, Se the Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of the latter 
ſhall be greater than that of the former, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, . and in this place will I oor Peace. The 
Prophet to encqurage RX _ in building the Tem- 


ple, 
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=7 Numervs iſte przrer allufionem ad 70 annos caprivitaris, 
non five myſterio-jarre ſe occulter & ſemicas, & annos Jubilzes 
preciſe exhauriar 3 70 enim pmnymcmpes ſunt rotidem ſemirz, & 
denos continent Jubilzos, uid annus Sabbatarins 8& Fubi- 
lews infallibules ſanc Cn facrz, ex iis certa 


poteſt peri ravio cortieacndi 70 cum annis _ 
= emm anus ſocundus Dord Sabbetaries & re rmeat—— x 

zcedens cxcidium Hieroſolymorim & ipſe qraionts' 
& & ſub! zus poſtremus ; inter quos veluc to. -— > bs 


-decutrunt, Vid. Helvic, Diatrib, de Heibdom, Daniel, 
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dom ; but the Glory of his Scepter was loſt in the 
Perſon of Zedckiab : Therefore the full meaning of 
the Prophecy regards the Pcople of 1/rael, in the 
relation they had to the Tribe of Fudah : For that 
11ribe alone returned entire from the Captivity with 
lome Rcliqucs of Levs and Benjamin ; ſo that the 
Nation from that time was diſtinguiſt*d by the Ti- 
tle of the Jews 1n relation to it ; and the Right to 
diſpoſe of the Scepter was always in the Tribe of 
Judah - For the Lewites that ruled after the Capti- 
vity received their Power from them. Till Shiloh 
come, that is, the Meſſiah, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the anticnt Jewiſh Interpreters expound ; ſo 
that the intent of the Oracle 1s, that after the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Supreme Power in the Family of 
Judah, it ſhould not paſs into the Hands of Stran- 
gcrs, but as a certain Preſage, and immediate Fore- 
runner of the coming of Shilob, And this was ful- 
ly accompliſh®d. For in the Captivity there was 
an interruption rather than extinction of their 
Government ; their Return was promiſed at the 
time they were carried Captives to Babylon, But at 
the coming of Chriſt, Judea was a Province of the 
Roman Empire, Herodan Edomite ſat on the Throne; 
and as the Tribe of Judah in general, ſo the Family 
of David in particular was in ſuch alow State, thar 
Foſeph aud Mary that were deſcended from him, 
were conſtrain'd to Jodg in a Stable at Bethlehem. 
And lince the bleſſed Peacemaker hath appear?d on 
the Earth, the Jews have loſt all Authority : their 
Civil and Ecclchiaſtical State is utterly ruind, and 
they bear the viſible Marks of infamous Servitude. 
2. The Second famous Prediction is by an Angel 
to Damel, (Dan. 9. 25.) when he was lamenting 
the Ruine of Jeruſalem, who comforted him with an 


allurance that the City ſhould be rebuilt : And _ | 
tner 


"<= > 


in Contriving Yan's Redemption. 48 z 


ther told him, That from the going forth of the Com- 
mandwent to reftore and to build Jerufalem, unto the 
Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore 
and rwo weeks the Streets ſhall be buile again, and the 
Wat! even in troubleſome Times, And after threeſcore 
and two weeks ſhall the Meſſiah be cut off, but nor for 
himfelf, and the People of the Prince that ſhall come 
ſhall aeftroy the City and Santtuary, and the end thereof 
ſhall be with a Flood, and to the end of the War Deſola- 
tions are determmmed. The clear intent of the Angels 
Mellage is, That within the ſpace of ſeventy Pro- 
phetical Weeks (4) (that is, four hundred and ninety 
years, according to the Expoſition of the Rabbins 
themſelves) after the iſſuing forth the order for the 
rebuilding Feraſalem, the Meſſiah ſhould come, and 
be put to Death for the Sins of Men, which was ex- 
actly fulhIÞPd. 

3. The time of the manifeſtation of the Meſſiah 
is evidently ſet down in Hazgaz 2.6, 7, 8, 9. I will 
ſhake all Nations, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall 
come, and 1 will fill this Houſe with Glory, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Silver i mine, and the Gold is 
mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of the latter 
ſhall be greater than that of the former, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, and in thu place will I give Peace. The 
Prophet to encourage the Fews in building the Tem- 
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non fine myſterio mrra ſe occulrer & ſemiras, & annos Jubilzos 
preciſe exhauriar 3 50 enim hebdomadz ſunt rotidem ſemirz, & 
denos continent Jubilzos, Jam quia annus Sabbatarius 8 Fubi- 
leus infallibiles ſant charaReres Chronologiz ſacrz, cx iis cerra 
poteſt peri ratio connecerdi 70 hebdomadas cum annis Mundi. 
Fuir enum annus ſecundus Daris Sabbararius & Jubilzus: Rurfus 
annus prexcedens cxcidium Hizereſolymorum Se ipſe Sabbararius fuir 
& Jubilzus poſtremus; inter quos velut terminos 90 hebdomadez 
decurrunt, Vid. Heltic, Diatrib, de Hebdom, Dane), 
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ple, aſſur'd them that it ſhould have a ſurpaſſing 
Glory by the Preſence of the Meſſiah, who is call'd 
the Deſire of all Nations and being the Prince of 
Peace, his coming Is deſcribed by that bleſſed Efect; 
And in this Place will I give Peace, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. 

The ſecond Temple was much inferiour to Solo- 
mon's, as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, 
ſo eſpecially becauſe defeQive in thoſe Excellencies 
that were peculiar to the firſt. They were the Ark 
of the Covenant, and the appearance of Glory be- 
tween the Chertſ8ims; the Fire from Heaven tb con- 
ſume the Sacrifices ; the VUrim and Thummim ;, and 
the Holy Ghoſt who inſpir'd the Prophets. But. 
when the Lord came to bis Temple, and perform'd ma- 
ny of his Miracles there, this brought a Glory to it 
infinitely exceeding that of the former. For what 
compariſon is there between the ſhadowy Preſence 
of God between the Cherubims, and his real Pre- 
ſence in the humane Nature of Chriſt, in whom the 
Fulneſs of the God-head dwelt bodily ? How much 
inferiour were the Prieſts and Prophets to him, who 
came from Heaven, and had the Spirit without mea- 
ſure, to reveal the Counſel of God for the Salvation 
of the World ? 

2. The particular Circumſtances foretold concer- 
ning the Meſſiah, are ail verified in Jeſus Chriſt. It 
was foretold that the Meſſiah ſhould have a Fore- 
runner, to prepare his way by preaching the Do- 
ftrine of Repentance ; that he ſhould be born of a 
Virgin, and of the Family of David, and in the 
Town of Bethlehem ;, that he ſhould go into Egypr, 
and be called forth from thence by God ; that his 
chief reſidence ſhould be in Galilee, the Region of 
Zebulon and Napthals ;, that he ſhould be poor and 
-humble, and enter into Hiery/alem on the Fole yd an 
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Aſs ; that he ſhould perform great Miracles in re- 
ſtoring the Blind, the Lame, the Deaf and Dumb; 
that he ſhould ſuffer many Affliftions, Contempt, 
Scorn, Stripes, be ſpit on, ſcourged, betrayed by 
his familiar Friend, ſold for a ſordid Price ; that 
he ſhould be put to Death ; that his Hands and Feet 
ſhould be bored, and his Side pierced ; that he 
ſhould die between two Thieves ; that in his Paſſion 
he ſhould taſte Vinegar and Gall; that his Garments 
ſhould be divided, and Lots he caſt for his Coat ; 
that he ſhould be buried, and his Body not ſee Cor- 
ruption,but riſe again the third day ; that he ſhould 
aſcend to Heaven, and fit at the right Hand of God : 
and all theſe Predictions are cxaCtly fulfill'd in the 
Lord Chriſt, 

3. The conſequents of his Coming are foretold. 

1. That the Jews ſhould reject him, becauſe of the 
meanneſs of his appearance. They neither under- 
{ſtood the Greatneſs and Majeſty, nor the Abaſement 
of the Meſſiah deſcribed in their Prophecies, 1/a. 53. 
not his Greatneſs, that the Son of David was his 
Lord, that he was before Abraham, who rejoiced 
to ſee his Day : for they did not believe the Eter- 
nity of his Divine Nature. they did not underſtand 
his humiliation to Death : Therefore 'twas obje- 
cted by them that the I&ſiab remains for ever, and 
this Perſon ſaith he ſhall die. T hey fancied a car- 
nal Meſſiah ſhining with worldly Pomp, accompani- 
ed with thundring Legions, to deliver them from 
Temporal Servitude ; ſo that when they ſaw him 
without form and comelineſs, and that no Beauty was in 
him to make him deſireable, they hid their Faces from 
him, they deſpiſed and eſteemed him not, Thus by their 
obſtinate refuſal of the Meſſiah, they really and vi- 
bly fulfilled the Prophecies concerning him. 
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ple, aſſur'd them that it ſhould have a ſurpaſſing 
Glory by the Preſence of the Meſſiah, who is call'd 
the-Deſire of all Nations; and being the Prince of 
Peace, his coming 15 deſcribed by that bleiled Efect, 
And in this Place will I give Peace, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. 

The ſecond Temple was much inferiour to Solo- 
20n's, as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, 
ſo eſpecially becauſe defective in thoſe Excellencies 
that were peculiar to the firſt. They were the Ark 
of the Covenant, and the appcarance of Glory be- 
tween the Cherubims; the Fire from Heaven to con- 
ſume the Sacrifices ; the Vrim and Thummim ;, and 
the Holy Ghoſt who inſpir d the Prophets. But, 
when the Lord came to his Temple, and perform'd ma- 
ny of his Miracles there, this brought a Glory to it 
infinitely exceeding that of the former. For what 
compariſon is there between the ſhadowy Preſence 
of God hetwcen the Cherubims, and his real Pre- 
ſence in the humane Nature of Chriſt, in whom the 
Fulncſs of the God-head dwelt bodily 2 How much 
infcriour were the Pricſts and Prophets to him, who 
came from Heaven, and had the Spirit without mea- 
ſure, to reveal the Counſel of God for the Salyation 
of the World ? 

2. The particular Circumſtances foretold concer- 
ning the 17efſiah, are ail verified in Jeſus Chriſt. It 
was forctold that the A7eſizh ſhould have a Fore- 
runner, to prepare his way by preaching the Do- 
Ctrine of Repentance ; that he ſhould be born of a 
Virgin, and of the Family of David, and in the 
Town of Bethlehem ;, that he ſhould go into Egypr, 
and be called forth from thence by God ; that his 
chief reſidence ſhould be in Galzlee, the Region of 
Zebulon and Napthals ; that he ſhould be poor and 
humble, and enter into Hierr;/alem on the Fole oo an 
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Aſs ; that he ſhould perform great Miracles in re- 
{toring the Blind, the Lame, the Deaf and Dumb ; 
that he ſhould ſuffer many Afflictions, Contempt, 
Scorn, Stripes, be ſpit on, ſcourged, betrayed by 
his familiar Friend, ſold for a fordid Price ; that 
he ſhould be put to Death ; that his Hands and Feet 
ſhould be bored, and his Side pierccd ; that he 
ſhould dic between two Thieves ; that in his Pailion 
he ſhould taſte Vinegar and Gall , that his Garments 
ſhould he divided, and Lots he caſt for his Coat ; 
that he ſhould be buricd, and his Body not ſce Cor 
ruption,but riſe again the third day ; that he ſhould 
aſcend to Heaven, and fit at the right Hand of God : 
and all theſe Predictions are cxactly fulfill'd in the 
Lord Chriſt. 

3. The conſequents of his Coming are foretold. 

1. That the Jews ſhould reject him, becauſe of the 
meannels of his appearance. They neither under- 
ſtood the Greatneſs and Majeſty, nor the Abaſement 
of the eſtab deſcribed in their Prophecies, 1/a. 53. 
not his Greatneſs, that the Son of David was his 
Lord, that he was before Abraham, who rejoiced 
to ſee his Day : for they did not believe the Eter- 
nity of his Divine Nature. they did not underſtand 
his humiliation to Death : Therefore *twas obje- 
cted by them that the A&ſrah remains for ever, and 
this Perſon ſaith he ſhall die. T hey fancicd a car- 
nal Meſſiah ſhining with worldly Pomp, accompani- 
ed with thundring Legions, to deliver them from 
Temporal Servitude ; ſo that when they ſaw him 
without form and comelineſs, and that no Beaitty was in 
him to mare him deſtreable, they bid their Faces from 
him, they deſfiſed and eſtcemed him not, Thus by their 
obſtinate refuſal of the Meſſeah, they really and vi- 
bly fulfilled the Prophecies concerning him. 
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2, T hat the Levitical Ceremonies and Sacrifices 
ſhould ceaſe upon the Death of the Meſſiah, and 
the Jewiſb Nation be diffolved. Although the legal 
Service was cſtablſt?d with great Solemnity, yet 
there was always a ſufficient Indication thar it ſhould 
not be perpetual. Afoſes, who delivered the Law, 
told them, that God would ratſe another Prophet 
whom they muſt bear. And David (Pal. 110. 3.) 
compoſed a Pſalm to be fung in the Temple, conrai- 
ning the eſtabliſhment of a Prieſt, not according to 
the order of Levi but Melchiſedec, who ſhould bring 
in a Worſhip Spiritual and Divine. And we ſee 
this accomplifd : all the Ceremonics were buried 
in his Grave, and the Sacrifices for above ſixteen 
hundred Years are ceaſt. Belides the Deſtruction 
of the holy City and Sanctuary, the Fews are ſcat- 
tered in all parts, and in their dreadful difperſion 
{ufter the juſt Puniſhment of their Infidelity. 

3. It was prophcſicd that in the time of the Meſ- 
fab Idols ſhould be ruined, and Idolaters converted 
to the Knowledg of the true Ged : That he ſhould 
be a Light ro the Gentiles, and to. him the gathering of 
the People ſhould be. And this 1s fo viltbly accom- 
pliſh'd in the Converſion of the World to Chriſtia- 
nity, that not one jot or tittle of God's Word hath 
failed ; fo that belides the Glory due to his Power 
and Mercy, we are obliged to honour him as the 
Fountain of Truth. 

| will now make ſame ſhort refleAions upon the 
Types of the Law, to ſhew how they are compleated 
In Chriſt. The Moſaic Diſpenſation was fo contri- 
ved as to bear a reſemblance of the Aeſſiah in all its 
Parts. Jbe Law had-a ſhadow of good things to come, 
Heb. 10. Chriſt was the end of the Law, Rom, 10. 4. 
the ſubſtance of thoſe Shadows. 
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The main deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is 
to ſhew, that in the ancient Tabernacle there were 
models of the Heavenly Things revecalcd in the 
Goſpel. The great number of Types cGeclare the 
varicty of the Divine Wiſdom, and the admirable 
fulneſs of Chriſt in whom they are verified. Three 
ſorts were inſtituted. 

1. Some were things without Life, whoſe quali- 
ties and effects ſhadowed forth his Vertues and Be- 
nefits. 

2. Things endued with Life and Senſe. 

3. Reaſonable Perſons,that either in their Oſhces, 
Aftions, or the memorable Accidents that befel 
them, repreſented the Meſſiah. Of the firſt fort 1 
will briefly conſider the Manna that miraculouſly 
fell from Heaven, the Rock that by its ſtream re- 
freſlvd the Iſraelites in their Journey to Canaan, and 
the Brazen Serpent : premiſing two things, 1. That 
in comparing them with the Truth, we are to ob- 
{crve the deſign of God, and not to ſeck for My- 
ſteries in every thing. As in Pictures, ſome ſtrokes 
of the Pencil are only for ornament, others for 
ſignification. Beſides, when Superlative Things are 
ſpoken of them exceeding their Nature, and that 
cannot be applied to them without a violent Fi- 
gure, the full and entire Truth is only found in Je- 
{us Chriſt. 

I. Manna was an eminent Type of him. Ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtle declares of the 7/raelites, 
they did- all eat the ſame Spiritual Meat, not in rc- 
ſpect of its Material but Symbolical Nature. The 
expreſs Analogy between Manna and Chrilt, 1s vi- 
ſible in reſpe& of its marvelous production. The 
Moſaical Manna was not the Fruit of the Earth, 
procured by humane Induſtry, but formed by the 


Divine Power, and rained down upon them : 
Ii 4 there- 
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therefore 'tis called the Corn of Heaven ;, Pſal.78.24. 
This typified the celeſtial Original of our Redeemer. 
He is the true Bread from Heaven, given by the Fa- 
ther ;, Toh. 6. 32. He is called the Gift of God emi- 
ently, being, the richeſt and freeſt without any 
merit or endeavour of Men to procure it. And 
we may obſerve the Truth infinitely exceeded the 
Type; for Manna deſcended only from the Clouds, 
therefore our Saviour tells the Fews, Moſes gave ye 
not that Bread from Heaven, But he really came 
from Heaven, where the great and glorious Pre- 
ſence of God 1s manifeſted, and appeared under a 
vitble form in the World. anna was only ſtiled 
the Bread of Angels, to ſignify its excellency above 
common food; but the Bread of God ts he which 
cometh down from Heaven. 

2. Manna was diſpensd to all the 1/raelites equal- 
Iy ; not as the delicious Fruits of the Earth, that 
are the Portion of a few ; but as the Light and In- 
fluences of the Heavens, that. are comman to all : 
and herein 'twas a repreſentation of Chriſt, who is 
offercd to all without diſtinction of Nations, to the 
Jews and Gentiles, to the Grectans and Barbarians ;, 
and without the diſtinCtion of quality, to the Ho- 
nourable and Mean, the Rich and the Poor,-the 
Learned and Ignorant. And here we may obſerve 
the Excellency of the Spiritual Mama above the 
Moſaical : for that fed but one Nation, but the 
Bread of God gives Life to the World ; his infi- 
nite Merit is ſufficient for the Salvation of all. 

3. Manna was a delicious Food : the Taſte of 
it is deſcribed to be like wafers mixt with honey 
that have a pure chaſt ſwcetneſs. This typified 
the Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in the Hearts of 
Believers. Such an exalted raviſhing Pleaſure 
procceds from it, that the Pſalmilt breaks forth 
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in an Extaſy, Pſal. 34. 9. Taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord tu. 
4. Manna was their only ſupport in the Wilder- 


neſs; ſtrengthning them to vanquiſh their Ene- 
mies, and endure the hardſhips to which they were 
incident in their paſſage to Canaan. In this re- 
gard *twas a lively Image of Chriſt who is our Spi- 
ritual Food, while we are in the deſert of the 
lower World, the place of our trial, expoſed to 
dangers. By him alone we ſhall be finally vidori- 
ous over the Enemies of our Salvation. And in 
this alſo the Truth is infinitely above the Type 
that prefigured it. For Manna could only preſerve 
the Natural Life for a time. As our Saviour tells 
the Jews, Tour Fathers eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
and are dead. But Jeſus Chriſt 1s the living Bread 
that came down from Heaven, and hath a Super- 
natural Virtue, to convey a Life incomparably more 
noble, and anſwerable to the quality of his Origi- 
nal. *Tis incorruptible, as Heagen from whence He 
came- If any Maneat of this Bread, he ſhall live for 
ever ;, foh. 6.61. Death is ſo far from extinguiſh- 
ing, that it advances the Spiritual Life to its Per- 
feCtion. 

2. The Apoſile teſtifies that the Iſraelites drank of 
that Spiritual Rock that followed them,and that Rock was 
Chri#t ;, 1 Cor. 10. 4. That the Miracle was myſte- 
riou:, is evident from the Circumſtances related of 
it. When the Iſraelites were in great diſtreſs for 
Water, The Lord ſaid to Moſes, Exod. 17.6. I will 
ſtand before thee there upon the Rock, in Horeb, and 
thou ſhalt ſmite the Rock, and there ſhall come Water 
out of it, that the People may drink, If there had 
been no other deſign but the relieving their neceſh- 
ty, that might have been ſupplied by Rain from 


Heaven ; or it only to give a viſible effect of the 
Divine 
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Divine Power, that had been diſcovered in canfing 
new Springs to riſe from the Earth, or the Com. 
mand of God had been ſuffictent to ſtrike the 
Rock : But he went to it, to ſignif the reſpett it 
had to himſelf. He was the Son of God that ſpake 
to Moſes, and conducted the People : For this 
reaſon He is ſtiled the Angel of God's Preſence, 
not; with refpeCt to his Nature, but Offices. 

| wilt briefly cbſerve the parallel between the 
Rock and Chrift. 

1. A Rock is the ordinary Title of God in 
Scripture, to repreſent his unchangeable Nature and 
infinite Power, whereby He upholds the World : 
And in a ſpecial manner it reſembles the Meſſiah. 
He is called The Stone which the Builders refuſed, that 
4s made the head of the Corner ;, 1 Pet. 2.7,8. He 
7 the Rock, upon which the Church is built, and ſecured 

ainſt the Violence of Hell, Now Iſrael was not 
ſupplied from the Cloulds or the Vallies, but the 
Rock; to ſhew that the my{tzea! Rock, the Son of 
God, can only refreſh the Spiritual 1/rae! with 
iiving Water. 

2. The quality of the Rock hath a proper Sig- 
nification : For altho it had in its Veins a rich a- 
bandance of Waters, yet to appearance nothing 
was more dry and hard. In this it was a F:gxre of 
the Spiritual Rock : The effets have diſcovered in 
him unfathomable deptns of Righteouſneſs, Grace 
and Salvation ; yet at the firſt view we had no 
hopes. For if we conſider him as God, He is in- 
finitely Holy and Juft, encompaſt with everlaſting 
Flames againſt Sin, and how can we expect any 
-ooling ſtreams from Him ? If we confider him as 
Man, he is reſembled to a root out of a dry ground ; 
Iſa. 53. The Juſtice of the Divine and the Infirmi- 
£7 ©? t22 Humane Nature did not promiſe any 

comfort 


in Contriving Ban's Redemption. 491 


comfort to us. But what cannot infinite Love, u- 
nited to infinite Power, perform ? Divine Good- 
neſs hath changed the Laws of Nature in our fa- 
vour, and by an admirable Act opened the Rock to 
refreſh us. 

3. The Rock was ſtruck with the Rod of Moſes 
a Type of the Law, before it ſent forth its 
ſtreams : Thus our Spiritual Rock was founded for 
our Tranſgreſſions, Iſa. 53. bruiſed for our Iniquities, 
and then opened all his Treaſures tows. Being conſe- 
crated by Suffering, he is the Amnthbor of Eternal Salva- 
tion. In this reſpect the Goſpel propounds him 
for the Objeft of ſaving Faith. I determined to know 
nothing among you but Jeſus Chrit, and him crucified, 
The Sacraments, the Seals of the New Covenant, 
have a ſpecial reference to his Death, the Founda- 
tion of it. 

4. The Miraculous Waters followed the 1ſrae- 
lites in their Journey, without which they had pe- 
riſh'd in the Wilderneſs. This repreſents the In- 
deficiency of the Grace of Chriſt. A Sovereign 
Stream flows from him to ſatisfy all Believers. He 
tells us, ( Foh. 7. -37-) Whoſcever drinketh of the 
Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thir#t ;, but the 
Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well 
of Water ſpringing up unto Everlaſting Life Joh. 
4. 14» 

5% The Brazen Serpent ſenſibly expreſt the man- 
ner of his Death, and Benefits derived from it. 
Therefore Jeſus, being the Miniſter of the Circum- 
ciſion, choſe this Figure for the Inſtruction of the 
Fews. As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wil- 
derneſs, even ſo mu$t the Son of Man be lifted up : 
that whoſoever believes in bim ſhould not periſh, but 
have Eternal Life ;, Joh. 3. The Sacred Story re- 
lates, that the /raelztes by their rebellious mur- 
muring 
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muring provoked God to ſend Serpents among 
them, whoſe Poiſon was ſo fiery and mortal, that 
it brought the molt painful Death. In this Af- 
flition they addreſt themſelves to the Father of 
Mercies, who moved by their Repentance, com- 
manded Afoſes to make a Serpent of Braſs, and 
erect it on a Pole in the view of the whole Camp, 
that whoſoever Jook'd on it, ſhould be healed. By 
this account from Scripture we may clearly under- 
ſtand ſomething of greateſt conſequence was re- 
preſented by 1t : For the only wiſe God ordains 
nothing without juſt reaſon. Why muſt a Ser- 
pent of Braſs be elevated on a Pole ? Could not 
the Divine Power recover them without it 2 Why 
mult they look towards it ? Could not a healing 
Virtue be conveyed to their Wounds but through 
their Eyes ? All this had a direct reference to the 
Myſtery of Chriſt. For the biting of the 1ſrachtes 
by the fiery Serpents, doth naturally repreſent the 
effects of Sin, that torments the Conſcience, and 
inflames the Soul with the apprehenſions of Future 
Judgment. And the ercfting a Brazen Serpent 
upon a Pole, that had the Figure, not the Potſon 
ot thoſe Serpents, doth in a lively manner ſet forth 
the lifting up of Jeſus Chriſt on the Croſs, who 
only had the ſimilitude of ſinful Fleſh, The look- 
ing towards the Brazen Serpent, is a fit reſem- 
blance of believing in Chriſt crucified for Salva- 
tion. The Sight of the Eye was the only means 
to dcrive Virtue from it, and the Faith of the 
Heart is the means by which the Sovereign efficacy 
of our Redeemer 1s conveyed. This #7 the will of 
bim that ſent me, faith our Saviour, that every one 
which feeth the Son, and belicueth on him, may have 
Ficraa Life, AS in the Camp of 1/rael, whoever 
look 4 towards the Brazen Serpent, whatever his 
W ouds 
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Wounds were, or the weakneſs of his Sight, had a 
preſent Remedy : ſo how numerous and grievous 
ſoever our Sins be, how infirm our Faith, yer if we 
ſincerely regard the Son of God ſuffering, he will 
preſerve us from Death. For this end he is pre- 
ſented in the Goſpel as crucified before the Eyes of 
all perſons. 

2. Things endued with Life and Senſe prefigu- 
red the Meſſtah. 

I ſhall particularly conſider the Paſchal Lamb, 
an illuſtrious Type of him- Chriſt our Paſſeover 
was ſacrificed for us. The whole icene, as it is laid 
down in the 12th of Exodus, ſhews an admirable 
agreement between them. 

i. A Lamb in reſpect of its natural innocency 
and meekneſs, that ſuffers withour reſiſtance, was 
a fit emblem of our Saviour ; Whoſe Voice was not 
heard in the Street, who did not break the buiſed Reed, 
nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. Fle was oppreſſed, and 
he was affliited, yet he opened notthis Momth. Fe was 
brought a4 a Lamb to the. ſlaughter, and. a Sheep 
before the Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
Mouth. Iſa. 53.7. 

2. The Lamb was to be without Spot, to ſignify 
his abſolute Perfection. We are redeemed with the 
precious Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb without Blemiſh 
and without Spot, 1 Pet. 1. 17,18. 

3. The Lamb was to be ſeparated from the 
Flock four days : the Lord Jeſus was ſeparated 
from Men, and conſecrated to be the Sacrifice for 
the World, atter three or four Years ſpent in his 
Miniſterial Office, preparing himſelf for that grear 
Work. 

4. The Paſchal Lamb was ſacrificed and ſubſti- 
tuted in the place of the firſt-born. T he Levitical 
Prieſthood not being inſtituted at their going _ 
rom 
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from Egypt, every Maſter of a Family had a right to 
exerciſe it in his own Houſe. Our Redeemer ſuffe- 
red in our ſtead, topropitiate God's Juſtice towards 
us. 
5- The Blood was to be fprinkled upon the Poſts 

of the Door, that Death might not enter into their 

Houſes. That ſacred Ceremony was typical : for 

the ſign it ſelf had no reſemblance of ſparing, and 

certainly the Angel could diſtinguiſh between the 1/- 
raelites and the Egyptians without the bloody Mark of 
God's Favour : but it had a final reſpeCt to Chriſt. 

We are ſecured from Deſtruction by the Bl:od of 
ſprinkling. They were to eat the whole Fleſh of the 
Lamb, to ſignify our entire taking of Chriſt npon 
the Terms of the Goſpel to be our Prince and Sa- 
viour. 

6. The Effects attributed to the Paſchal Lamb, 
viz. Redemption trom Death and Bondage, clearly 
repreſent the glorious Benehts we enjoy by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The deſtroying Angel paſt over their Hou- 
ſes, and cauſed the Egyprians to reſtore them to full 
Liberty. That which all the dreadful Signs wrought 
by Meſes could not do, was effected by tix Paft- 
over ; thar overcame the Stubbarnneſs of Pharaoh, 
and inſpired the 1ſraclites with Courage to under- 
rake their Journey to the promiſed Land. Thus 
we paſs from Death to Life, and from Bondage to 
the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, by virtue 
of Chriſt's Blood. 

3. Reaſonable Perſons repreſented our Saviour el- 
ther in their Offices, Aftions, or the memorable Ac- 
cidents that befel them. Foſeph the beloved of his 
Father, ſent by him to viſit his Brethren, by them 
unworthily fold to Strangers, and thereby raiſed to 
be their Lord and Saviour, was a lively Type of 
him. Forah three days and nights in the v"_ 
Belly, 
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Belly, and miraculouſly reſtored, was a Type of 
his lying in the Grave, and Reſurreftion. Moſes in 
his Prophetical, David in his Kingly Office prefigy- 
red him, The Prieſtly Office being the Foundation 
of the other two, and that upon which our Salva- 
tion principally depends, was illuftrated by two 
glorious Types, Melchiſedec and Aaron. The one 
the High-prieſt in ordinary, the other the Pricſt of 
God by extraordinary deſignation. I will briefly 
touch upon the reſemblance between himand Chrilt. 
Altho Sacrifices were offered from the Beginning ; 
yet he is the firit to whom that Title is given, as 
called ro that Office in a ſpecial manner. The Di- 
vinity of Chriſt's Perſon, the Eternity of his Office, 
and the infinite value of his Oblation were ſhadow- 
ed forth by him. Melchiſedec is introduced into 
the Sacred Story, as one deſcending from Heaven, 
and aſcending thither, without any account of his 
Birth or Death. The Silence of the Scripture is 
myſterious : for the Spirit condKted holy Men in 
their Writings. The Levitical Prieſts deſcended 
by natural Generation from their Predeceffors, and 
had Succeſlors in their Oftce, which were annex*d 
to the Race of Levi. Bur Melchiſedec is repreſented 
without Father and Mother, without Beginning and End 
of Days, whoſe Prieſthood was permanent in him- 
ſelf. For Things and Perſons have a double Being, 
real in themſelves, and notional as they exiſt in the 
Mind ; ſo that no mention being made of his coming 
into the World, or leaving it, the Silence of the Scri- 
pture is equivalent to his continual Duration. Now 
in this was an Adumbration of Chriſt, who was the E- 
ternal Son of God, and really came from Heaven to 
exccute his Ofhce,and aſcended thither.And altho bis 
Oblation was finiſh*d on the Earth, and bis Inter- 
ceſſion ſhall ceaſe in Heaven ; yet the EffeRs of it 
ſhall 
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ſhall be eternal 1n his People, and the Glory of it in 
himſelf. The Apoſtle obſerves another reſemblance 
between the ſepreme Quality of elchiſedec King of 
Salem, and Jeſus Chriſt :» He was King of Righteoul- 
neſs and Peace ; He governed his Subjects in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and never ſtained thoſe Hands with humane 
Blood that were employed in the ſacred Office of 
the Prieſthood. And by thoſe glorious Titles are 
hgnified the Benehts our Saviour conveysto his Peo- 
ple. He is the true King of Righteouſneſs : By 
which is not intended the Righteouſneſs that juſtifies 
before God, in which reſpect he is called the Lord our 
Righreonſneſs,and is ſaid to have brought in eternal Righ- 
zeonſneſs, for that reſpects his Prieſtly Office ; in that 
quality he acquired it. But that Title ſignifies his gi- 
ving moſt righteous Laws for the Government of the 
Church, and his diſpenling righteous Rewards and 
Puniſhments, eternal Life and Death, by which he 
preſerves the Majeſty of his Laws, and ſecures the 
Obedience of his Subjetts. And he is King of Peace, 
by which we are not to underſtand his Temper and 
Diſpoſition, nor our Peace with God, for Reconcili- 
ation Is grounded on his Sacrifice, nor Peace with 
Conſcience the effect of the other ; but that which 
depends on his Royalty. As the King of Peace, he 
keeps his Subjects in a calm and quiet Obedience ; 
all their Thoughts and Paſſions are regulated by his 
Will. The Laws of ſecular Kings are only expo- 
ſed to the Eyes, or proclaimed to the Ears of their 
Subjects ; but His are engraven 1n their Hearts. By 
the inward and almighty Efficacy of his Spirit he 
enclines them to their univerſal Duty ; and will 
bring them to Eternal Peace in his Glorious King- 
dom. 

Firſt, From hence we have an irrefragable Argu- 


ment of the Truth and Divinity of the Goſpel : For 
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tis evident by comparing the ancient Figures with 
the preſent Truth, the Copies with the Original, 
the Pictures with the Life, that Eternal Wiſdom 
contrived them. For no created Underſtanding 
could frame ſo various Repreſentations of Chrilt, 
and all exactly agreeing with him at ſuch a diſtance 
before his Appearance. And if we compare the 
Prediftions with the Events, 'tts moſt clear that on-. 
Iy the Divine Knowledg could reveal them. For 0- 
therwiſe how was it pollible, that the Prophets, 1o 
many Ages before the Coming of Chriſt ſhould pre- 
dict thoſe things concerning Him, that exceeded 
the forcſight of all the Angels of Light 2 Wha: !n- 
relligence could there be between Moſes, and David, 
and 1/azah, that lived ſuch a diſtance of tim? from 
one another, to deliver ſuch things as mcet in him 
as their Centre ? And theſe Prophecies are convey- 
ed to us by the Jews, the moſt obſtinate Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, who although they reverence the Let- 
ter, yet abhor the accompliſhment of them ; ſo 
that there can be no poſſible Suſpicion that they are 
feigned, and of a later Date than their Titles de- 
clare. Their ſucceſſive fulfilling is a perpetual Mi- 
racle to juſtify the Truth of our Religion. Our 
Saviour uſcd this Method for the Inſtruction of his 
Diſciples. Theſe are the Words which F ſpake unto 
you, that all things muſt be fulfilled which were written 
3n the Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms concerning me, Luk. 24. 44. As by diſſefting 
a dead Body we ſec the order and poſition of parts 
in the living 3 ſo by ſearching into the legal Types 
we may diſcover the Truth of Evangelical Myſte- 
ries. Accordingly St. Par fram'd a powerful De- 
monſtration from the Scriptures, to prove that F#- 
ſus was the Chrif, In his Writings he deciphers the 
Riddles of the Law, and —_—_ the Veil to diſco- 
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ver the Face of Chriſt engraven by the Divine Arti- 
icer. Brictly, by ſhewing the conſent between the 
two Teitaments, he illuſtrates the Old by the New, 
and confirms the New by the O/d4. Now what Re- 
[ig1on 1s there in the World, whoſc Myſterics were 
forctold by the Oracles of God, and figured by his 
Inſtitutions above to thouſand Years before *twas 
exhibited ? Whoſe Doctrine perfeCtly accords with 
the moſt ancient, venerable and Divine Writings ? 
Can that Religion be any other than Divine, which 
God did ſo expreſly preditt, and pourtray in ſuch va- 
rious manner, for the receiving whereof He made 
ſuch early Preparations in the World ? Certainly 
without offering the greateſt violence to our ratio- 
nal Faculties, none can disbelieve it. He degrades 
himſelf from the dignity of being a Man, that refuſes 
to be a Chriſtian. 

From hence we may underſtand the cxcelicnt 
cetellades of Chriſtians, not only above the Hca- 
thens who by Divine Deſertton were wholly Seran- 
vers to the Covenant of Mercy, but above God's peculi- 
ar Pcople. The Aeſſrah was the expettation and de- 
ſire of Heaven and Earth. Before his Coming the 
Saints had ſome glimmerings of Light, which made 
them inwirdly languiſh after the bleſled Manifeſta- 
TION of It : But that was reſerved for Believers in the 
laſt Ages or the World. That ancient Promiſe (the 
Mor ning-bluſh of the Goſpel- Day) That the Seed 
of the lioman ſhould break, the head of the Serpent, and 
the Serpent bruiſe his necl, ligntfied the bloody Victory 
the Mejjz4h ſhould obrain over Satan ;, but how little 
of it was underitood ? One may 25 well from the 
light of the Root foretel the dimenſions of a tree;the 
colour, iizure, and talte of its Fruit, as from that 
Prediction have difcover'd all the parts of our Medi- 
ator's Office, and the excellent Benefits reſulting 

from 


, 


in Contriving Pan's Revemption, 4 


irom it. The Incarnation, Crucitixion, Refſurrc 
&ion and Aſcenſion of Chrilt, arc in the Types ard 
Prophccics of the O/4 Teltament, as Corpore.z! Ivins 
arc in the Darkneſs of the Nivht ; they have a real 
exiſtence, but no Ey2 15 fo clear as to enhiv i on the: 
Obſcurity. The molt ſharpiizhted Secr might {:y, 
T (ball fce him, b:t nat now. The Minilliry of ths 
Law is compar'd ro the lioht of a Candle, 2 Per. 1. 17. 
that is, ſhadowy, and conlin d to a ſmall place : 
That of the Goſpel is like the Suz in 1ts ſtrength, 
that enlightens the World. The Prophets who 
were nearer the Coming of Chriſt, had clearer Re- 
vclations, but did not bring perfect Day : As ſome 
mew Stars appcaring in the Firmament, inrcreale, 
J 


but do not change the nature of the Light. /f.:4%, 


of our Saviour?s Death, and his Innocence, Humt- 
lity, and Patience, that he ſeems to be an Fm: 
rather than a Prophet ; yet the Erhiope.m Profelyre, 
who certainly was a proficient in the Jew Relizion 
underſtood not of whom the Prophet ſpake. Ve jvc 
what they were ignorant of, not that ovr Sight 15 
{tronger, but our Light is moreclcar. The Doctrine 
of the Meſliah ſaved them, but *twas then ſeen at a 
diſtance, and under a Veil of Ceremonies attcr the 
Jewiſh faſhion, that concealcd its native Beauty. 
'The manifeſtation of it is more cvident in the Ac- 
compliſhment, than whiles the obje*t of future Ex- 
ectation. The Pallover had reſpect to their De- 
none from Egypt that was paſt, and therefore 
ealily apprehenſible ; but it was alſo a Type of the 
Lamp of God that was to take aviay the Sins of the 
World, and in this relation not ſo clearly under- 
{tood. Our Sacraments have a relation to what 1s 
palt, and excite the memory by a clear ſignihcation 
of his Sufferings. The full diſcovery of theſe My- 
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ſteries was reſerved as an honour to our Saviour's 
Coming. He expounded the ſilent Types and ſpeak- 
ing Oracles by an aClual Accompliſhment, and real 
Comment in his Perſon, Liie and Death. Hes 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and ſheds abroad a Light 
that excels that of all the Prophets in brightneſs, as 
well as his Perſon tranſcends theirs in Dignity. And 
how ſhould the Evangelical Light warm our Hearts 
with thankfulncfs to God for this admirable Privi- 
ledg ? The dim foreſight of the Meſſtah two thouſand 
years before his Coming, put Abraham in an extalie 
of Joy; how ſhould the full Revelation of Him 
ail.ct us ? Many holy Prophets and Kings deſired to 
ſce the things that we ſee. They embraced the Pro- 
miſes, we have the blelled Effects ; They had the 
Shadows, we have the Light. They only ſaw the 
veiled Fecc of Moſes, We all with open face as in a 
glaſs ſee the Glory of the Lord, Now what is our Du- 
ty becoming this Priviledg, brt to be transform'd into 
the ſame Image fromGlory to Glory, as by the Spirit of 
the Lord ? The Life of every Chriſtian ſhould be a 
ſhining Repreſentation of the Graces and Vertues 
of Chriſt that arc ſo viſible in the Goſpel. their Ho- 
Itncl> and Heai cnlineſfs, their Hopes and Joy ſhould 
25 much excecd the Graces and Comforts of Belie- 
vers under the Legal Cifpcnſation, as their Know- 
ledg is incomparably more clear and perſect. 

To conclude; From the Accompliſhment of the 
ancient Prophecics in the {irſt Coming of the Xejſtah, 
we may conhrm our Faith in thoſe glorious Promi- 
ſes that are to be {ulfi!I'd at his ſecond. For 'tis the 
ſame Divine Goodneſs, the ſame Fidelity, the ſame 
Power I|ti]I upon which we are to build our hopes. 
And tiie Conſideration, that the PerfeCtion of our 
Happineſs 15 reſerved till that time, ſhould enflame 
QUr cehres after it, 
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'Twas the charafter of Belieyers of the Old Telta- 
ment, They waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael : ? Its 
the dulcription of the Saints in the New, they love tht 
Appearance of Chriſt. If they longd for his Com- 
ing in the Fleſh, though it was attended with all 
the circumſtances of Meanneſs ard Diſhonour, the 
effects of our Sins ; with what ardent and impatient 
Deiires ſhould we haſten His Coming 1m Glory, when: 
He ſhall appear the Second time to them that look for 
bim, without Sin, unto Salvation ? Heb. g. 28. Then 
He will put an end to all the Diſorders of the World, 
and begin the Glorious State, wherein Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be crown*d and reign for ever. 
The Chriſtian Church joyns in that ardent Addrefs 
to our Saviour ; O that thou wouldſt rend the Heavens 
and wouldit come dawn, that the Mount uns mught fi5w 
down at thy Preſence ! As when the melting fire burneth, 
the Fire cauſeth the Waters to boil : ro mate thy ame 
known to thine Adverſaries, that the Nations may trem- 
ble at thy Preſence ;, Iſa. 45. 1,2. Altho the Beauty 
and Fraine of this viſib!e World ſhall be deſtroyed, 
yet that dreadful Day ſhall be joyfull to the Saints : 
For then all the Preparations of Tnfimte Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ; The things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor Far 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of Ma, ſhall 
be the everlaſting portion of thoſe who love Cod, 
Verſ. 4. Come Lord Feſt. 
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